
TURKEY 
Western Anatolia  

 
3 – 4th December 2011 

 

 
 
 

Graham Talbot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Introduction 
Finding myself back in Istanbul for work I decided to spend the weekend in the 
northern part of Western Anatolia and visit the Uludag National Park which has 
the highest mountain in the province at 2700m and Manyas Golu a large lake 
with a small reserve at one end. There were no ticks for me, it was just a general 
birding trip however I was keen to see Krupers Nuthatch again a bird I had not 
seen for over 25 years.  
 
Logistics 
I borrowed a car from work and drove from Istanbul. The route was well sign 
posted and as I set off very early traffic was light. The majority of the way was on 
motorway or dual carriageway and it took me just over three hours to reach the 
gates of the National Park. The mountain is a popular ski resort and I was 
worried that access to the forest could be difficult due to snow however the 
winter’s snow had yet to arrive.  
 
Accommodation/Food 
I didn’t pre book anywhere being quite confident that I would find somewhere 
once I got there. As predicted there was no problem, the first hotel I tried at the 
start of the road leading up to the National Park had a room at a good price.  
For once I eat quite well. There were a number of cafés at the top of the 
mountain where I had breakfast and in the evening I had kebabs in the bar of the 
hotel followed by breakfast the following morning. 
 
Weather 
On the Saturday it was very cold first thing.  As I drove up from Bursa the 
temperature dropped considerably and at the top of the mountain it was well 
below freezing however as the sun came out the temperature increased to just  
above freezing. On Sunday it was much warmer but quite windy  making birding 
difficult. It was however much warmer at Manyas Golu  
 
Sites 
Uludag Mountain 
Located south of the city of Bursa it’s about a 30km drive to the top along a 
winding road. The national park starts about 12 km from the top and there is an 
entry charge of 8TL for the car. Four kms from the top the road forks the main 
road carries on to the village of Uludag which is basically a bunch of very 
expensive hotels catering to the ski trade. The other fork goes to Sarialan a chair 
lift station surrounded by good forest. I spent quite a bit of time in this area and 
saw a good selection of birds. I tried birding higher up around Uludag Village 
above the tree line but there was very little to be seen. I also made additional 
stops at the park entrance and also a large open area about 4km’s above the 
park entrance. The trees were bigger and more mature here. After leaving the 
park I spent some time in a large open area accessed from a side road. 
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Manyas Golu 
Located about 14kms south of Bandirma the north east part of the lake is a 
National Nature Reserve and has a tower hide over looking the lake. 
Unfortunately in the afternoon looking from the hide meant looking directly into 
the sun making identification difficult. 
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Itinerary  
Saturday 3rd December 
Woke at 4am and set off from Istanbul 45mins latter. Had a slight delay whilst I 
tried to work out how to get a toll card for motorway but thanks to some helpful 
police I was soon on my way again. There was very little traffic on the road and it 
was well sign posted and by 7am just as it was getting light I was in Bursa and  
started the 30km drive up towards the Uludag National Park. I paid 8TL to enter 
the park and continued on until I reached the Sarialan chairlift. It was very cold 
even though the sun was just peeking over the far ridge. Bird activity was high 
with many large flocks of Coal Tits and a few Great Tits feeding in the pines with 
Bramberling and Hawfinch flying over. I spent about 2 hours exploring the area 
eventually picking up a Krupers Nuthatch by its distinctive nasal call in a feeding 
flock.  

 
 
 

I decided to try and get some breakfast so continued up to the village of Uludag 
at the end of the road. It was not really a village but a group of very expensive 
hotels catering for the ski industry. I found a small café and warmed up with hot 
coffee. The village was on the edge of the tree line and I spent the next couple of 
hours exploring the fringes of the trees but there was not much to be seen so I 
returned to Sarialan but by now bird activity was very low and after a couple of 
hours I decided to try lower down the road. I stopped in an open area about 4 km 
before the park entrance and explored the surrounding forest. The trees here 
were much larger and very soon I found another Krupers Nuthatch and also a 
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flock of over 50 Red 
Crossbills. Although only 
3pm it was now getting 
dull as the sun dropped 
so I continued down 
further and explored 
around the park entrance 
seeing generally the 
same species. I 
continued on down and 
saw a large open area 
which I reached from a 
small side road. Walking 
across the area I flushed 
a flock of seven Cirl 
Buntings a good end to 
the day. As the light 
faded I continued down 
and stopped at the first 

hotel I found and checked in for the night 
 
Sunday 16th January. 
Had breakfast at 7am and I was very soon heading up the winding road to the 
National Park. I stopped at the same large open area before the gates as the 

previous day and again 
found the small flock of 
Cirl Buntings. 
In addition there was a 
single Black Redstart 
and a Raven flew over. I 
carried on up entered the 
park and stopped at the 
open area about 4km 
past the gate and 
explored the surrounding 
trees. It was quite windy 
and so the birds were 
keeping low down. I 
found at least three 
Krupers Nuthatches and 
basically the same birds 
as the previous day. I 
continued up to the 

village of Uludag and spent a lot of time exploring the edge of the tree line in 
search of Red Fronted Serin but again no sign. It was quite windy and birds were 
few and far between and it was now mid day so I decided to leave the mountain 
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and head for Manyas Golu a big lake south east of Bandirma. The drive was 
longer than I thought taking just under two hours and unfortunately when in the 
hide you were looking directly into the sun which by mid afternoon was quite low 
and hence all the birds were just silhouettes There were a number of Pelicans 
Flamingos and lots of duck and waders but I could only positively identify a few of 
the species. I spent an hour and half at the reserve before starting the long drive 
back to Istanbul. There was more traffic and hence it took a bit longer but I was 
back at my hotel by 7.30pm   
 
Systematic List 
 
Pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus/ crispus: 
A large group of Pelicans at Manyas Golu 4th December could have been either 
 
Greater Flamingo Phoenicoptrerus ruber 
About one hundred Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
Up to 500 Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  
Two Manyas Golu  4th December 
 
Great White Egret Egretta alba 
Three Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
Four Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Common Teal Anas crecca  
500 plus Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  
Thirty Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Pintail Anas acuta  
Six Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Pochard Aythya ferina  
At least 100 Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  
One Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Buzzard  Buteo buteo  
One Manyas Golu and one on route to Istanbul 4th December 
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Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  
One Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta  
Six Manyas Gölü  4th December 
 
Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Fifty Manyas Gölü 4th December 
 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Two Manyas Golu 5th December 
 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Three Manyas Golu 5th December 
 
Redshank Tringa totanus 
Twenty Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
Fifty Manyas Gölü  4th December 
 
Dunlin Calidris alpina 
Up to a hundred Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus  
Fifty Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  
One Uludag Mountains 4th December 
 
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros  
One Uludag Mountains 4th December 
 
Stonechat Saxicola torquatus  
One Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Common Blackbird Turdus merula  
Two Uludag 3rd and 4th December 
 
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus 
30 Uludag Mountain 3rd December and one 4th Dec 

 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus  
Three Uludag 3rd December 
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Coal Tit Periparus ater 
At least two hundred Uludag Mountain 3rd December and fifty 4th Dec 
 
Great Tit Parus major 
Fifteen Uludag Mountain 3rd December 
 
Krüper's Nuthatch  Sitta krueperi  
Three Uludag Mountain 3rd December and three 4th December 

 
 
Cirl Bunting  Emberiza cirlus 
Seven Uludag Mountain 3rd December 
 
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  
Ten Uludag Mountain 4th December 
 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
One hundred in the trees around Manyas Golu visitors centre 4th December 
 
Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra  
Fifty Uludag Mountain 3rd December  
 
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
One hundred and fifty Manyas Golu 4th December 
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Hawfinch Coccothrausters coccothraustes 
Three Uludag Mountain 3rd December 3, 
 
Bramberling Fringilla montifringilla 
Six Uludag Mountain 3rd December 
 
Siskin Carduelis spinus 
Fifteen Uludag Mountain 3rd December and two 4th December 

 
 
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius  
Five Uludag Mountain 3rd December 
 
Common Magpie Pica pica  
Two on route 3rd December. Four Manyas Golu 4th December 
 
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix  
Twenty Uludag Mountain 3rd December 3 
 
Common Raven Corvus corax 
One Uludag Mountain 4th December 


