
Andalucía April 9th – 21st 2011 
 

Introduction 
As per usual the aim of this report is to update information on mostly well-known sites in order to help 
birders get a “feel” of the current situation regarding desirable species. I tried to balance the Birding 
with the sightseeing and generally achieved this…at least I thought so! 
Andalucía had plenty of water…and wind! No sites were dry, in fact some where flooded! 
Navigation was a problem. We didn‟t have a Sat Nav as I was trying to keep costs down and consider 
myself pretty useful at finding my way around. My advice…GET ONE (presuming they are accurate 
here). We wasted quite a bit of time due to incorrect maps and road signs. Negotiating through 
villages…GOOD LUCK!!! 
The weather was inclement, with continuous strong easterlies for the majority of our stay. Also 
visibility was a problem, especially across the Strait of Gibraltar, even in strong wind? We saw very 
little evidence of migration on our numerous visits and we were in the recommended areas. 
I‟m a bit faddy as regards to food but I have to say the cuisine was not for me. Suffice it to say we ate 
at the same Pizzeria (very nice) every night except when we visited Gibraltar!!! 
 
The format I‟ve decided to adopt follows Dave Gosneys Finding birds in Andalucia which quite simply 
is a must have…you can have mine (first come first served!). If you‟re not first, get one, it‟s 
indispensable. It‟s only £7.50! We also used the excellent Where to Watch Birds in Southern and 
Western Spain by Garcia & Paterson for other sites and detail. 
 
Here goes… 
 

Odiel Estuary (p2) 
I thoroughly recommend this area. It‟s a bit of a drive from where we were based in Barbate but it 
was my favourite area of the holiday. I could have easily based myself in this area. It‟s like a mini 
Donana (which I didn‟t put Louise through as I figured I could connect with my targets at other 
sites…which turned out to be the case). 
I‟d looked for Red-Knobbed Coot at 4 other recommended sites and scanned hundreds/thousands of 
Coots! We pulled up at site 2 of the Gosney guide and the first Coot I looked at was this… 
 

 
 
Amazing prolonged close views of this LIFER! 
We also saw the Osprey nest at Site 6. Vast arrays of birds were present on the salt pans including 
hundreds of Greater Flamingos and good numbers of Spoonbills. Plenty of common passage waders to 
check through also. A great day! 
Note: I wouldn‟t bother with Site 7 on a weekend or holiday as it was crawling with people. 
 

Los Palacios Lagoon (p16) 
I‟d purposely left this site till the last day hoping that RUFOUS BUSHCHAT would have arrived 
back…unfortunately it hadn‟t! However I did manage to connect with my other target bird 



here…WESTERN OLIVACEOUS WARBLER. LIFER number 2! It was in the tamarisks in the area 
recommended in the guide! Collared Pratincoles were seen distantly on quite a few occasions 
commuting to the Brazo del Este (unfortunately not visited – info in guide) 
 

La Algaida (P17) 
This was another excellent area. We first visited the Bonanza Salt Pans and enjoyed an excellent 
couple of hours cruising the area. The highlight for me was the large group of Slender-billed Gulls 
(c100) … 
 

 
 
 
Site 3 – Laguna de Tarelo was in Algaida village. Here we found quite a few WHITE-HEADED 
DUCKS…another LIFER for yours truly! 
 

 
 
Note: this species was fairly common and was seen at many waters. 
We next made our way through the woodland (site 4) on a fairly new but very poor road riddled with 
pot-holes?! Our reward for our perseverance was the site of a Black Kite colony and 5 magnificent 
Booted Eagles. I spent a magic hour here watching them interact and swoop low over the tree 
tops…Brilliant! It was interesting to compare the Kites with the dark phase Booted…tricky! 



 

 
 
At site 5 I easily connected with another LIFER in the form of LESSER SHORT-TOED LARK. 
We then moved a short distance east to an area known as the Trebujena Mirismas, a favoured site for 
Masked Duck. After „scoping for a short while o the lagoon north of the track I managed to find a 
partially obscured duck under a bush. I was pretty sure it was one but couldn‟t clinch it. After a short 
period of tension it decided to float out into full view…Bingo…MASKED DUCK…LIFER! Eventually I saw 
4 birds out on the open water… 
 

 
 
This site is also recommended for Red-Knobbed Coot but we obviously didn‟t see any. 
 

Laguna de Medina (p21) 
Another smart reserve. Well worth a visit with a variety of species. Another recommended site for “the 
Coot”. Hundreds of Coots but no RKC on our visit. 
 
 

 



Around Facinas (p24) 
As already mentioned we were based in Barbate and when we were heading south we passed through 
Zahara de Los Atunes (Plata). I‟d read on the internet that Northern Bald Ibises had been released in 
this area (they are also mentioned in both guides, the other guide being Garcia & Patterson). I‟d had a 
quick look on a couple of occasions but this time I LEFT Louise to titivate and made it down from 
Barbate to the fields just before Zahara for dawn. The first birds I saw dropping into the inland 
roadside fields just before the village were 4 NORTHERN BALD IBIS!!! Presumably not tickable but still 
great to see these very rare birds. 
 

 
 
The other site of interest in this area is the Sierra de la Plata (Site 2). This can be accessed from 
Atlanterra or Bolonia. I tried both but found the Bolonia route less confusing. Although 4 attempts 
were made, including the last evening no Swifts were seen? 
 

Gibraltar (p27) 
We had a day mainly sightseeing. I had a ride up in the Cable car and spent a couple of hours looking 
for “the Partridge” with not a sniff of a sighting. “The Rock” attracts a lot of mist which clings to it 
even when the rest of the coast is bathed in sunshine. We saw no evidence of migration. 
When your in the main shopping street you could be in any Town/City in England. Some great pubs! 
We had a ride up to Europa Point which frankly resembled a building site…a work in progress.  
No sign of the Shags that breed here or any passage. 
 

Tarifa (p29) 
I‟d seen Auduoin‟s Gull in Cyprus and Kent! However, It ended up becoming a personal quest to see 
this species on this enormous beach (Playa de los Lances)! A combination of limited access points, 
regular disturbance i.e. dog walkers, joggers, wind surfers and wind/rain made getting close to the 
few Gulls on view very tricky indeed. To cut a long story short I made my final bid with the help of my 
wonderful partner on the last morning. We arrived early and checked the 3 main access points (G&P 
page 78). 
I could see a group of gulls from the northern access point but it was difficult to estimate their exact 
distance. I told Louise I was going to walk down the beach to get closer. I‟d been going about 10 
minutes when I noticed an ominous cloud out to sea! I decided to continue. As I got within a 
reasonable distance of the Gulls the wind picked up dramatically and it started to rain, hard! I had a 
jacket on but just shorts and sandals, so I just curled up in a ball with my back to the storm and sat it 
out.  
About 15 minutes later it started to ease off. I was rather damp by now as was my scope, bins, 
camera etc. The gulls were still present but viewing was difficult! Anyway I managed to eventually get 
a focussed view and there they were 2 Auduion's Gulls! I like to think I deserved them. 
 
 
 



OK, now to get back. Miraculously my phone was still working, so I sent a text to Louise telling her to 
drive back towards Tarifa to the next access point, as I‟d walked down the beach a long way. She 
replied OK, so things looked good. That was until I noticed the tide was coming in, fast! Also there 
was a channel between me and the dunes which appeared to be getting deeper by the minute!  
What to do? I didn‟t fancy walking back up the beach, especially as Louise was now directly opposite 
me. I approached the channel to see if I could wade across. The sea was rushing into the channel and 
it was difficult to see exactly how deep it was. 
Decision made…in I went, holding scope above head. I got a bit of a buffeting but managed to stay 
upright, the water reaching my chest. Camera and Phone waterlogged, (but did recover) bins and 
scope OK. Louise couldn‟t stop laughing and neither could I. Great fun and target bird seen! 
 

Via Verde near Coripe (p34) 
Bonelli‟s Eagle is a special bird, and I decided to try the above site recommended in the Gosney guide. 
We followed the directions in the book and saw 2 birds. It did exactly what it says in the book!! We 
spent another magic hour with these charismatic birds. 
 

 
 

Laguna de Fuente de Piedra 
Another superb reserve with thousands of Greater Flamingos present. Lesser Flamingos had been 
reported but no joy. I did however connect with the Marsh Sandpiper. Other notable species recorded 
included Gull-billed and Whiskered Tern, and Temminck‟s Stint amongst the more common passage 
waders.  
 

Teba Gorge 
We also visited the famed gorge but found it disappointing with little seen except Blue Rock Thrush 

and Crag Martin. Rock Sparrow thoroughly looked for! 
 

Summary 
Generally we enjoyed the trip despite the problems mentioned in the introduction. I hope this helps 
you if you‟re planning a trip to this region. We had bad luck with the weather which was frustrating 
especially when we found out when we got home, the weather had been glorious in England! I‟d like 
to thank all the people who helped me plan my trip especially John Cantello. 
I managed to increase my Spanish List by 45 to 214 species.  
This included 5 LIFERS. 
 
Alan Whitehead, North Duffield, N.Yorks 
http://duffbirder.blogspot.com/ 
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