
1 
 

Falkland Islands, South Georgia  
AND  the   Antarctic Peninsula 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 2012 

OSCAR CAMPBELL 
 
This trip report is a birder’s account of a recent visit to this sensational part of the world, surely close to the top of 
the list of must-visit locations for most, if not all, natural history freaks. Most trip reports to this region are from 
tour companies and there are rather few – that I could find – from independent travellers. However, what got me 
moving on this was a one posted by Dave Horton at http://www.surfbirds.com/trip_report.php?id=2101. We 
booked the same boat, MV Fram (http://mvfram.blogspot.ae/) that he ended up on and, in the end had a similar 
trip i.e. birds and scenery to beat almost anything on earth, some really good landings (eleven in all, plus one that 
almost happened) and a very good boat with a  lots of facilities – opulent dining overlooking a wake sometimes 
full of tubenoses, gym, outdoor jacuzzi, nice bar complete with piano music, library etc) that civilians (comprising 
99% of the passengers) could enjoy, all at about half the price of a specialised cruise. Amongst passengers, there 
were only two serious birders on board and one didn’t like the cold terribly, so I had plenty of room when running 
from one side of the deck to the other. In fact, mostly I was on my own unless a whale or iceberg was announced 
over the tannoy. Hurtigruten, (http://www.hurtigruten.com/) the Norwegian company that operates MV Fram 
had lined up an expedition team that included two good ornithologists and a very informative geologist, so there 
were some decent lectures to be had to break up the long days of sailing, and some interesting people to answer 
questions when you went along to pose them. So assuming you can live without South Georgia Pipit and a visit to 
somewhere that requires special permission to access (for example Wandering Albatross nesting areas) and 
assuming you are a reasonably competent birder, keen to get stuck in and find stuff yourself, a trip like this can be 
a very cost-effective way to bird this part of the world. 
 

Booking It is possible to book from Hurtigruten direct (see above) but we booked through Cruise Norway 

(http://www.cruisenorway.com), agents for this and similar cruises based in New York. They were extremely 
efficient and helpful via email in the set-up stages but there was a bit of confusion once we got to Buenos Aires 
regarding the transfer to and from Ushuaia (included in the cruise price, but handled by somewhat erratic ground 
agents in BA). It is well worth getting to BA a day or two in advance of your Ushuaia flight to make sure this is all 
sorted out; anyway BA is a very nice city and, with the reserve of Costanura Sur adjacent to downtown, must be 
one of birdiest capitals in the world. I fitted in three trips to there at either end of our cruise, and even after that 
effort, there was plenty left still to see. 
 

http://www.surfbirds.com/trip_report.php?id=2101
http://mvfram.blogspot.ae/
http://www.hurtigruten.com/
http://www.cruisenorway.com/
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What to bring Warm clothes for starters. Lots and lots, especially if you are going to take the hardcore 

approach and spend most of your time on deck. Even in the height of summer a couple of days up there, when it 
was grey and overcast with a brutal wind, were bitterly cold and it was hard to hang on in, albatrosses by the 
dozen or not. Good strong boots are a very sensible idea, and even consider decent (perhaps insulated) 
wellingtons; otherwise you will be renting Hurtigruten’s at an inflated price to cope with wet landings. Regarding 
optics, I found a scope really useful; I used mine continually on deck to get good views of more distant seabirds 
and cetaceans but hardly at all on land. Having two DSLR bodies saved me messing around switching lenses; you 
will never do justice to the landscapes and scenery with a pocket camera. I also found my mp3 player, with lots of 
music and podcasts very useful to help me concentrate during the long deck sojourns; an insulated mug was also 
a good idea as there was hot drinks freely available 24/7 inside. 
 

Weather Apart from a couple of really cold, bitterly windy and squally days on 22nd and 23rd, we had rather 

pleasant conditions throughout. In the absence of wind and covered in lots of layers it wasn’t too cold. In the 
Falklands we got it all thrown at us, but there was little real rain and it was actually quite mild. The second day on 
South Georgia was also really good, being clear and bright. After that, as we approached Antarctica we had fairly 
flat seas and little wind all the  way to and including the Drake Passage. It was, however, fairly cloudy and dull 
with rather flat light and limited blue skies most of the time. The wind got up again on the north side of the Drake 
Passage and this meant we were unable to land at Islas Diego Ramirez, although we spent well over an hour at 
anchor between the main islands, scoping the sensational albatross and penguin colonies from the boat there. 
 

Route and landings overview  
1. Beagle Channel (outwards Dec 17

th
 pm and return Jan 2

nd
 early am) 

2. At sea: To the Falklands Islands (Dec 18
th

) 
3. Falklands Islands (Dec 19

th
-20

th
) 

Landings on New and Carcass Islands (Dec 19
th

) and Stanley with a visit to Gypsy Cove (Dec 20
th

) 

4. At sea: Falklands Islands to South Georgia (Dec 20
th

 pm to Dec 22
nd

) 
5. South Georgia (Dec 23

rd
-Dec 24

th
) 

Visiting Fortuna Bay and Stromness (Dec 23
rd

) and Grytviken and Godthul (Dec 24
th

) 

6. At Sea: Scotia Sea from South Georgia to 
South Shetland Islands (Dec 25

th
 – 27

th
) 

On this leg we should have had a landing at the 
South Orkney’s on Dec 26

th
.  However, the pack ice 

coming out of the Weddell Sea was much, much 
further north than usual and there was no way we 
could get anywhere near the South Orkney’s, nor 
Elephant Island next day, due to this. In fact, we 
had to detour rather a long way to the north to 
avoid the ice. This made for an amazing day on the 
26

th
 as we sailed parallel to the pack front for most 

of the afternoon, but a very boring day on the 27
th

 
when we had a very long sail down to the South 
Shetlands in very grey, murky conditions with little 
to see. 

7. Antarctic Peninsula (Dec 28
th

 – Dec 30
th

) 
Landing at Arctowski Station and Half-moon Island 
(Dec 28

th
),  landing at Deception Island, crossing the Bransfield Strait and landing at Astrolabe Island (Dec 29

th
) and landing at Neko 

Harbour and cruising Paradise Harbour and the Lemaire Channel (Dec 30
th

) 

8. At Sea: Drake Passage and Cape Horn (Dec 31
st

 – Jan 1
st

)  
Visiting Islas Diego Ramirez (am) and Cape Horn (pm) on Jan 1

st
. A landing was prevented due to the swell at Islas Diego Ramirez. 

 And also pre and post cruise: birding Ushuaia 
Visiting Tierra del Fuego National Park (Dec 17

th
, pm) and harbour and foreshore near Ushuaia town centre (Jan 2

nd
, am) 

 

Location breakdown and highlights A day-to-day breakdown of seabird action is summarised in the 

table that follows at the end of this report; highlights and some extra comments are given under the headings 
below, along with a few hot tips that might be useful, for example at Stanley and Ushuaia. 
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1. Beagle Channel (out Dec 

17
th

 pm and return Jan 2
nd

 early 
am) 
This is a fantastic and spectacular 
way to start any cruise anywhere, 
with exciting birds and the superb 
scenery of both Argentinean and 
Chilean Patagonia at 360

o
 all the 

way. The most obvious and 
abundant breeding birds were 
Imperial Shags (very large colonies 
near Ushuaia) and Magellanic 
Penguins (large colony on a beach 
about 3 hours sailing out of 
Ushuaia; lots of fledged, dispersing 
juveniles on the return leg), 
although South American Tern, 
Dolphin and Kelp Gulls, Chilean 
Skua and Rock Shag also featured. 
True pelagic birds were not 
common but the first Southern 
Giant Petrels and Black-browed 
Albatross soon appeared, to give a 
taste of what was to come. On the 
return, several Sooty Shearwaters 
were not far before Ushuaia. Other 
birds logged included Magellanic 
Oystercatcher and both Flying and 
Flightless Steamer Ducks but, 
despite flat and calm seas, I could 
find no trace of Magellanic Diving-
Petrel; not sure what the best tactic 
for these are.  

 
 

2. To the Falklands (Dec 18
th

) 
Here real seabirding begins in 
earnest, and the spectacle was epic. 
We had left just a single Giant 
Petrel in the wake the night before, 
but got up this morning to find 15, 
with albatrosses, Cape Petrels and 
both Sooty and Great Shearwaters all instantly obvious. For most of the day we sailed east and north-eastwards, with Staten 
Island visible far to the south until c1300. Hundreds of birds were visible for most of the day, and gave terrific views in the wake, 
with Giant Petrels (both species) coming dramatically close. Highlights included 10 big albatrosses, including four Southern 
Royals, large numbers of Cape and White-chinned Petrels and over 1000 Great Shearwaters with several flocks of 100+. 
Watching phalanxes of these superb birds crossing right below the bows was a real highlight of the day. They remained common 
all around the Falklands and until we approached the Antarctic Convergence (early on Dec 22

nd
), which, given that there are only 

a handful of breeding pairs on the Falklands, seemed amazing. Another reason to stand at the bows for long periods was to hunt 
through the abundant Wilson’s Storm-Petrels for the much scarcer Grey-backed Storm-Petrel. This day and, I guess, the first day 
out from the Falklands, are the best chance for this slippery species. I failed to see it (although one or two were glimpsed by the 
expedition ornithologist). Too many Great Shears causing too many distractions, I guess… 

 

3. Falklands Islands (Dec 19
th

-20
th

) [Visiting New and Carcass Islands (Dec 19
th

) and Stanley and Gypsy Cove (Dec 20
th

)] 

 
Approaching the Falklands at dawn, we ran into enormous densities of birds for an hour or two, dominated by hundreds of Black-
browed Albatrosses wheeling everywhere and then an amazing, but short-lived blizzard of Slender-billed Prions. Then the mist 
and cloud lifted slightly and out of them, low, barren and wind-blasted, emerged the western Falklands. The standard procedure 
for most tours here is to make landings on two outer, rat-free (i.e. bird-rich) islands in West Falkland before proceeding round 
over night to spend the next day at Stanley, East Falkland. 
 
We landed on New Island and Carcass Islands on the first day. Both were superb and combined seabird spectacles of nearly South 
Georgian proportions with some prolific landbirding. The latter includes both Falkland endemic species and several other species 
that are now very hard to see on mainland South America, but as yet are abundant and conspicuous here. On New Island the 
standard route is a gentle walk to an amazing mixed colony of Rockhopper Penguins, Imperial Shags and Black-browed 
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Albatrosses. It is possible to sit alongside the colony and watch the comings and goings; this was sensational in its own right but 
we also had a plenty of birds en-route. These included the rather scarce Ruddy-headed Goose with young and Correndera Pipit 

display-flighting, but also Striated 
Caracara marauding over the seabird 
colony alongside Brown Skuas and, 
both Magellanic and Blackish 
Oystercatchers along the shoreline 
and the first Falkland Steamer-Ducks. 
The latter, and species such as 
Austral Thrush, Long-tailed 
Meadowlark and Dark-faced Ground-
Tyrant are common throughout the 
Falklands, including around Stanley, 
albeit in rather lower densities. 
 
Our afternoon landing was on Carcass 
Island, reached after a sail through 
hundreds and hundreds of Common 
Diving-Petrels up until West Point 
Island, where they were replaced by 
Black-browed Albatrosses, drifting 
like confetti around their breeding 
cliffs. Despite having fewer seabirds, 
Carcass Island was, if anything, even 
better than New Island. You can walk 
quite a long way here, but, with so 
much to see it is very tempting just to 
dawdle on the first 1-2 km. Mega 
landbirds abound with highlights 
including Blackish Cinclodes instantly 
evident at the jetty (feeding young), 
Striated Caracaras touchable on the 
beach, Magellanic Snipe at our feet 
on the dry moorland (listen for the 
calls and then search really close at 
hand) and Cobb’s Wren. Ours, as is 
typical, was foraging on the tide 
wrack and like the snipe, was 
amazingly tame and obliging. We also 
had Black-chinned Sisken and Black-
throated Finch here, species that, like 
the wren, we failed to find see 
elsewhere. All three Chloephaga 
geese were obvious, as were 
Magellanic Penguins at their nesting 
burrows, whilst Gentoo Penguins 
were also about (but don’t strain for 
them; plenty more much closer to 
hand coming up). 

 
 
Next day at Stanley, the Falklands lost some of their magic, being more akin to the Shetland Islands, with blanket moorland and 
changeable weather to match, although the preponderance of Union Jacks makes them more akin to Larne. Happily, flags (and 
gorse and dandelions) are the only similarity to the latter. Birds are much harder to find than on the outer islands, although we 
did make a good visit to the nearest nature reserve, at Gypsy Cove. It was easy to get a taxi and visit here independently; walking 
back would have been perfectly feasible too. Highlights included great views of South American Tern, Falkland Steamer-Duck 
and Magellanic Penguin, although Blackish Cinclodes was the only exceptional landbird, save perhaps for Red-backed Hawk 
which nests on the headland in some years and was present during our visit. Stanley, including the war memorials, was good for a 
look around and for birds such as Southern Giant Petrel, Dolphin Gull and Rock Shag. Despite expectations, we failed to find any 
huddles of White-rumped Sandpipers or Two-banded Plovers anywhere nearby but did see both species by scoping the beautiful 
sweeping beach from the boat very soon after it left the dock and rounded the headland at Gypsy Cove. Distant views of these, 
and a large Gentoo colony were rather irritating but soon forgotten as even before hitting the open sea we ran into the first 
waves of Great and Sooty Shearwaters, soon followed by Southern Royal Albatross and then the first Soft-plumaged Petrels of 
the trip – quite a send-off. 
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4. Falklands Islands to 
South Georgia (Dec 20

th
 pm 

to Dec 22
nd

) 
This run takes you across the 
Antarctic convergence (at some 
point early on the second day), so 
produces a very good variety of 
seabirds. Day one, on grey but fairly 
flat seas, yielded five species of 
albatross, with Wandering, Grey-
headed and the incomparable Light-
mantled Sooty all appearing for the 
first time. Less sublime but even 
more welcome, Sooty Albatross, on 
the only day it was even remotely 
possible to find one, also put in an 
appearance, as did Grey Petrel, 
amongst some 40 Soft-plumaged. 
Black-bellied Storm-Petrels were on 
view almost continually, easily out-
numbering Wilson’s and we also had 
the first Antarctic Prions. Next day, 
we awoke to really rough seas and a 
bone-numbing wind, to find that the 
Great Shearwaters and Softies had 
given way, rather appropriately, to 
(Lesser) Snow Petrels – up to five 
followed the boat all day. Early on 
we were buzzed by three Light-
mantled Sooty Albatrosses that give 
sensational close-ups off the stern; 
several others appeared later in the 
day.  

 
 

 

5. South Georgia (Dec 

23
rd

-Dec 24
th

) [Visiting Fortuna 

Bay and Stromness (Dec 23
rd

) and 
Grytviken and Godthul (Dec 24

th
)] 

 
This, being vastly more mountainous and brutally barren than the Falklands and absolutely packed full of seabirds and marine 
mammals, is an epic place. We had loose blizzards and lots of low cloud on arrival, although that afternoon and the next day 
were a lot more benign. King Penguin is the bird of South Georgia and every cruise visits as least one massive colony; ours was at 
Fortuna Bay. With a prolonged and asynchronous breeding season, there is always plenty going on during any visit to such a 
colony. We also visited a small but fantastic Gentoo Penguin colony at Stromness Bay, a km or two inland, on the hike to 
‘Shackleton’s Waterfall’ and Kelp Gulls, Brown Skuas, Antarctic Terns, South Georgia Shags are all easy to find. South Georgia 
has some 35 million breeding pairs of seabirds, mostly small tubenoses, although the presence of rats in many areas is having a 
severely detrimental effect on these (but see http://www.sght.org/Habitat-Restoration for progress on an on-going and 
extremely ambitious - but so far successful - extermination campaign); it is well worth standing out on deck in the evening to 
watch burrow-bound Wilson’s Storm-Petrels fluttering inland against the sky. Albatross numbers on South Georgia are declining 
and only the most specialised (and expensive) bird-dedicated cruise will get you to Bird Island or some similar breeding islets. 
However, Light-mantled Sooty Albatross nests at low density over large areas and we were delighted – and very fortunate - to 
find two pairs on the low grassy cliffs above Fortuna Bay. Antarctic Fur Seals were present just about everywhere we visited, 
although the scattered Elephant Seals were all females or immature, the post-breeding males having departed to sea. We also 
had a single Humpbacked Whale, representing our first big cetacean. 
 
Notwithstanding Light-mantled Sooty Albatrosses careening over the high cliffs behind, Grytviken, the island’s capital (insofar as 
there is one) has rather limited ornithological interest. However, historical interest is exceptional, with a unique chance to tour 
the artefacts of the whaling industry (all - ? - other stations on South Georgia are closed to the public due to dangers from 
asbestos), the graves of Shackleton and Frank Wild in the cemetery, a small but fantastically crammed museum and a 100-year 
old Norwegian Kirk to visit. After this we cruised to the nearby bay of Godthul, which had lots of penguins (including Macaroni’s 
– very numerous on South Georgia as a whole but many colonies are inaccessible and our first few Chinstraps) and attendant 
Snowy Sheathbills. 

http://www.sght.org/Habitat-Restoration
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One disappointment was that our itinerary had us doing rather little daytime cruising in the waters offshore from South Georgia,  
so we got little chance to locate large feeding flocks or rafts of seabirds. This may have been a contributory factor to the near 
total lack of diving-petrel action and no attempt was made for South Georgia Pipit; due to rats, the range of this endemic is now 
restricted to particularly isolated and remote 
locations. However, South Georgia Pintail was easy 
to find; we saw 10 in all at three locations. 

 

6. Scotia Sea; South Georiga to South 
Shetland Islands (Dec 25

th
 – 27

th
)  

This was a lot of sailing, being three solid days of 
nothing but sea, unless you count the pack ice we 
encountered from midday on day two. Being much 
heavier and much further north than normal, this 
completely eliminated any chance of us visiting 
either the South Orkney’s or Elephant Island but, on 
the flip side, did yield an amazing six hours of sailing 
along the pack front, with prions in flocks of 
thousands, abundant Southern Fulmars and Cape 
Petrels and large numbers of Chinstrap Penguins 
dotting many big bergs, amongst many other 
seabirds. We also had our first serious cetacean 
action here, with Fin Whales suddenly frequent and 
five Southern Bottle-nosed Whales also appearing. 
The day before, immediately out from South 
Georgia, had produced rather smaller numbers of 
birds but a good variety, including the first exquisite 
Blue Petrels and the only Kerguelen Petrel of the 
trip. The third day was a bit of write-off, with flat, 
very grey seas, no ice and almost no birds over and 
above minimal background noise; it was like going 
from the top of Everest to the halfway down the 
Marianas Trench and by late afternoon land couldn’t 
come soon enough. 
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7. Antarctic Peninsula (Dec 28
th

 – Dec 30
th

) 
[Visiting Arctowski Station and Half-moon Island (Dec 28

th
), Deception Island, Bransfield Strait and Astrolabe Island (Dec 29

th
) 

and Neko Harbour and Lemaire Channel (Dec 30
th

)] 
 
Back in black. Or, at least grey – really misty and murky as we hove up at Arctowski in the South Shetlands, although 
Humpbacked Whales surfacing frequently from first thing 
was certainly a good sign. During the course of the day, we 
racked up c35 big whales, mainly this species, and including 
one repeatedly breaching in the afternoon. Once ashore at 
Arctowski, highlights included Leopard Seal and all three 
brush-tailed Penguins on the beach; Adeline Penguins nest 
here but their colony is off-limits and was partly obscured by 
the mist. Half-moon Island was really wonderful, with 
thousands of Chinstrap Penguins plus a vagrant, lost 
Macaroni displaying like the best of them, close Snowy 
Sheathbills and Wilson’s Storm-Petrels fluttering around 
their rocky nesting crevices in broad daylight. 
 
Next morning, the low cloud had cleared temporarily and we 
had a very good landing in the caldera of Deception Island at 
Telefon Bay. Wildlife is not nearly as prominent here as it is 
at most Antarctic landings, although Deception Island is an 
utterly spectacular location and is good for hiking and ice-
swimming (!), as well as having some historical interest. One 
Killer Whale was seen on the way in, and lots of nesting 
Cape Petrels and Southern Giant Petrels loafing on the snow 
were notable. After this we then had a great sail across the 
Bransfield Strait, with the spectacular mountains of the 
peninsula and more and more massive bergs on view 
throughout. The highlight, however, was a Fin Whale riding 
the pressure wave, perhaps not voluntarily (!) under the 
bow. Astrolabe Island was much more like BBC Antarctica 
than anywhere we had been yet – deep snow and steep 

slopes everywhere, the bay littered in grounded icebergs and 
loads of Chinstraps and Adelies dotted around on these, amidst 
Weddell and Crab-eaters Seals. Here was also saw our biggest 
concentration of Antarctic Shags, although nesting Southern 
Fulmars on the high crags was rather more gripping. 
 
After Astrolobe, we embarked on a long overnight cruise, as the 
final day was spent with a landing at Neko Harbour (continental 
mainland) and then cruising Paradise Harbour and the Lemaire 
Channel, where we reached our furtherest south (65

o
 13”) before 

turning northwards at about 1930. Although patches of blue sky 
were limited, we had millpond seas and great visibility; it was 
really quite mild, especially at Neko Harbour, which didn’t 
discourage the calving glaciers. It hardly seemed possible to 
improve on the spectacle and scenery on the last two days, but 
this day managed it, with ease. It must have been 99.99999% ice 
today and the massive, jagged peaks and icebergs everywhere 
resulted in basically the whole day being spent on deck. Bird 
variety was limited but the spectacle inspirational; Gentoo 
Penguins are totally dominant here (and apparently spreading 
south due to climate change, replacing the retreating Adelies) 
and really photogenic at Neko Harbour, whilst other birds 
included South Polar Skua (finally appearing in numbers; no 
Browns seen for sure on this day). Rather better, and greatly 
adding to the scenery were whales, with our first Minke Whales 
(c8), Humpbacked Whales reached 20 and a superb pod of 
‘ecotype B’ Orcas that circled the boat for ages en-route into 
Neko. We also managed all four possible Antarctic seals, 
including Leopard and a male Southern Elephant Seal asleep on 
the surface. 
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8. Drake Passage and Cape Horn (Dec 31
st

 – Jan 1
st

) [Visiting Islas Diego Ramirez (am) and Cape Horn (pm) on Jan 1
st

.] 
By dawn next morning, the mountain peaks of the peninsula were well and truly gone and it was back to featureless seas. We 
again had millpond conditions, and perhaps because of these, seabirds were at rather a low ebb – just six albatrosses in total, for 
example, although Blue Petrels reappeared again, despite a general lack of prions. Both Humpbacked and Fin Whale groups also 
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featured, but next morning but we awoke to find a raging wind and lots more birds. We were on the approach to the Islas Diego 
Ramirez, which eventually emerged from the mist at about 1000. These amazing, bird-packed islands are Chilean and the true 
southern point of South America and, although a landing was thwarted by the high seas, we had over an hour moored close 
inshore, from where we could scope many thousands of Black-browed Albatross (Grey-headed also obvious), Imperial Shags and 
penguins. Blackish Cinclodes was also discernible through a telescope. Nearby Royal and Wandering Albatrosses both featured. 
We reached Cape Horn by late afternoon and soon fell in with masses of seabirds, this time mainly Sooty Shearwaters and, again, 
Black-browed Albatrosses. Chilean Skuas were abundant and amidst the Sooties, 15 Manx Shearwaters appeared; there are 
apparently very few (if any) properly documented records of this species in Chilean waters. Finally, we had bow-riding Peale’s 
Dolphins on and off for several hours, putting on a spectacular display, and rather better than those we had seen in the 
Falklands. 
 

Birding Ushuaia [Visiting Tierra del Fuego National Park (Dec 17
th

, pm pre-cruise) and harbour and foreshore near Ushuaia town 

centre (Jan 2
nd

, am post-cruise)] 
 
Ushuaia is a terrific location, in spectacular and wonderful scenery; time permitting it would be well worth adding on few days at either 
end to really have a proper look here. I had not birded southern South America before and so found quite a few new birds. Many cruises 
include, as part of the trip, a few hours in Tierra del Fuego National Park prior to boarding the boat; this is generally much too brief and 
bus-bound to get more than the most superficial feel for the place, but it was worth doing – we made it to the famed Lapatia Bay. 
Magellanic Woodpecker and Andean Condor are feasible in this general area, but would require a massive amount of luck on such a short 
visit. Instead, we had to settle for Ashy-headed Goose, Black-faced Ibis, Peregrine Falcon, Dark-bellied Cinclodes, Austral Negrito and lots 
of Chilean Swallows; things like Chimango Caracara, Upland Geese, Crested Duck, Dolphin Gull etc are widespread and easy to find. 
 
It is also possible to do some birding at your own pace on Ushuaia, very close to the town centre. Walking out of the main jetty and 
harbour area, turn sharp left and follow the street for c1km or less, along the bay edge. Eventually you come to a large, open lagoon, 
backed by grassy fields and with a rank, boggy marsh on the far edge. This was very productive and birds seen included Red Shoveler (plus 
five other species of duck / geese), Black-chested Buzzard-Eagle, Magellanic Snipe, Brown-hooded Gull, Correndera Pipit, Long-tailed 
Meadowlark and Patagonian Sierra-Finch. South American Terns are abundant nesters and there were two Flying Steamer-Ducks in the 
harbour (Flightless Steamer should also be here, but I saw this further down the Beagle Channel and, probably, at Lapatia). 
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Seabird Breakdown 

In the following list, the codings P (Present, not counted) and A (too Abundant to 
meaningfully count) are used. 
 

 Beagle 
Channel 

To 
Falklands 

Falklands To South Georgia South Georgia Scotia Sea Antarctic Peninsula Drake Passage 
and Cape Horn 

Beagle 
Channel 

Date (Dec. 2012-
Jan. 2013) 

17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st 1st 2nd 

King Penguin     1 1 A A 4         

Chinstrap 
Penguin 

       3 5 300 4 A A P    

Gentoo Penguin    P   A A    P P A    

Adelie Penguin            A 100     

Magellanic 
Penguin 

500 300 P P            25 80 

Rockhopper 
Penguin 

 20 P               

Macaroni 
Penguin 

       10 25   1    P  

Rockhopper / 
Macaroni 

               A  

Southern Royal 
Albatross 

 4+  1            1  

Wandering 
Albatross 

 2?   4 5-6   4       3  

Royal / 
Wandering 
Albatross 

 4        2      2  

Black-browed 
Albatross 

15 200 A 2 25 30 P P 3 40     3 A  

Grey-headed 
Albatross 

    6 8  1  1     3 100  

Sooty Albatross     1             

Light-mantled 
Sooty Albatross 

    1 4-5 16 4 6 1       

Giant Petrel sp      20    10      300  

Southern Giant 
Petrel 

25 300 50 20 15-20 2 150 10 1  8 30 1  25 10 

Northern Giant 
Petrel 

 3   1+ 2 2+  3 2     5  

Cape Petrel  500  5 35 250 200 150 1000 100 50 250 10 100 3  

Snow Petrel      10 20  5    1    

Southern Fulmar  50 1 2 2 1 1 1 100 25  100  4   

White-chinned 
Petrel 

 500 1 20 100 50 200 20 50      1  

Soft-plumaged 
Petrel 

   6 40             

Kerguelen Petrel         1         

Grey Petrel     1             

Great 
Shearwater 

 1000 10 400 250             

Sooty 
Shearwater 

 500 50 250 20 5          2000  

Manx 
Shearwater 

               15  

Blue Petrel         30 10     6   

Antarctic Prion     200 200 150 750 5-
10,000 

    6   

Slender-billed 
Prion 

 20 500 250 1?             

Common Diving 
Petrel 

  500               

Diving Petrel sp     1  1  5       1  

Wilson’s Storm-
Petrel 

 300 5 50 15 15 25+ 15 50 15 20 10 50 10 30  

Black-bellied 
Storm-Petrel 

    100 12   20 50  2   4   
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 Beagle 
Channel 

To 
Falklands 

Falklands To South Georgia South Georgia Scotia Sea Antarctic Peninsula Drake Passage 
and Cape Horn 

Beagle 
Channel 

Date (Dec. 2012-
Jan. 2013) 

17th 18th 19th 20th 21st 22nd 23rd 24th 25th 26th 27th 28th 29th 30th 31st 1st 2nd 

Chilean Skua 30 1              100+ 30 

South Polar 
Skua 

           1 1 40    

Subantarctic / 
Brown Skua 

  25    100    20 6     

Catharacta  
Skua sp 

 5   1             

Dolphin Gull 100  100 P            200 15 

Kelp Gull P  250 P   200    P 60 50   150 

Antarctic Tern       100    25 50 40    

South American 
Tern 

100  20 25            4 400 

Rock Shag 1 1 15 50            30 4 

Imperial Shag A  A P            A A 

South Georgian 
Shag 

      150          

Antarctic Shag            30 250 50    
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