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Our 2007 tour to Southern Australia and Tasmania will without doubt go down as our best to date. 
Thanks to plenty of research and up-to-date local information we recorded no fewer than 311 species 
and these included some of the rarest and most elusive of Australia’s birds. Pride of place must go to 
the fantastic spotlit female Plains-wanderer which was our bird-of-the trip but hot on its heels were 
two rarities from the inland tracks, namely the stunning Letter-winged Kite and the rarely seen Grey 
Falcon. Five species of grasswren in six days (Striated, Short-tailed, Thick-billed, Eyrean and Grey) 
was quite a high point and other memorable sightings included fantastic views of the declining 
Malleefowl, Red-lored Whistler, Mallee Emu-wren and Black-eared Miner (four of the rarest and 
hardest birds to find in the mallee), Freckled Ducks at four locations, stunning Hooded Plovers, 
Inland Dotterel and Banded Stilt, a menacing Powerful Owl with its fluffy white youngsters, an 
amazing variety of parrots, including the critically endangered Orange-bellied Parrot, the rarely seen 
Ground Parrot and gorgeous Pink and Gang-gang Cockatoos, Cinnamon and Chestnut Quail-
thrushes, Chestnut-breasted Whiteface and Beautiful Firetail. Add to this, a very successful trip to 
Tasmania where in just three days we saw all of the endemics including the Tasmanian Masked Owl, 
numerous encounters with the much-wanted Australian Owlet-Nightjar, a grand total of no fewer 
than 35 species of honeyeater (including goodies such as Pied and Painted), eight colourful (often 
fluorescent) robins, and the rarely seen Pilotbird, and the quality really begins to ooze out! We also 
saw some great mammals. Our 22 species included over 20 Koalas on one short stretch of road, 12 
Eastern Quolls in two paddocks in Tasmania, Echidna, Yellow-footed Rock Wallaby (and a variety of 
other macropods) and a Platypus (not in a pear tree!).  
 
The group arrived in Melbourne where Pete and Alan were waiting for them expectantly, knowing 
full well some of the treats we had in store over the next few weeks. The early evening arrival had us 
heading straight to our hotel for a welcome drink and snack before going to bed to gain as much 
sleep as possible before our first early morning foray.  
 
First up was Superb Lyrebird which is to be found in Melbourne’s magnificent Sherbrooke Forest: 
surely the greatest songster in the world as anyone who has seen a Lyrebird or even Attenborough’s 
Life Of Birds will attest. After a wonderful first morning exploring Sherbrooke and after securing a 
couple of Superb Lyrebirds, somewhat skittish, and short-tailed at the end of their winter breeding 
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season, we found a Pilotbird pair, our first write-in of what was to be an exceptional trip list and 
immediately got on to a three star bird with a pair of Red-browed Treecreepers as well as the more 
common White-throated Treecreeper. A stunning male Rose Robin and Eastern Yellow Robin 
performed admirably (as were most of their congeners to do for the duration of the trip). Australia 
puts new a gloss on to the word “robin” as most participants found out on this trip. A co-operative 
(Eastern) Crested Shrike-tit was a good bonus for the first day as shrike-tits can be elusive and are best 
found by listening either for their calls or the gentle sound of them ripping the bark from the branches 
high above! Olive and Golden Whistlers were a good start to the whistler collection for the trip here 
and we also found Shining Bronze-Cuckoo and Crescent Honeyeater. 
 
An early introduction to the parrot avifauna included some very tame Australian King Parrots, 
Crimson and Eastern Rosellas, Galah and Sulphur-crested Cockatoo along with an intruder in the 
form of Long-billed Corella. The latter bird has spread over the last ten years to large areas of 
farmland and settled areas in Victoria and New South Wales; so were they colonists or escape artists? 
Lunch was taken overlooking a lake where we saw our first Blue-billed Ducks. We then made an 
unsuccessful search for Powerful Owl, but still managed to yield a few other birds such as 
Australasian Little Grebe, Australasian Darter, the delightful Superb Fairy-wren, Rufous Whistler, 
Grey Butcherbird and White-naped and Yellow-faced Honeyeaters, along with the superb Eastern 
Spinebill. 
 
We then headed south for a night at Foster from where we would be exploring Wilson’s Promontory 
the next morning, passing the traffic (and traffic watchers!) from the Phillip Island Grand Prix as we 
went. Just before Foster, Maureen spotted our first Koala crossing a garden before attempting twice to 
climb a tree in an adjoining paddock. Much amusement ensued as a seemingly large Koala showed 
he had little climbing skills. As with many animals he may have been imbibing too much nectar 
before his comical attempt at tree climbing! 
 
The Wilson’s Promontory offers fine examples of coastal heathland and its avifauna. Good views of 
Southern Emu-wren and better views of the B-52’s flying over (sorry, Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos) 
were highlights of the early morning walk. A longish trek through more heathland to the beach gave 
us our first Striated Fieldwren and an Emu head poking up through long grass in the distance. Once 
on the beach, a couple of pairs of wonderful Hooded Plovers were found to be holding territory, and 
we admired some Pacific Gulls, with their massive and highly impressive bills. Black (or Swamp) 
Wallaby was also picked up here along with Eastern Grey Kangaroo. 
 
A stop at the Powlett River mouth gave up two bronze-cuckoos in the same bush with Horsfield’s and 
Shining both responding well to playback to highlight their subtleties. More Hooded Plovers were 
seen on the beach and the pretty White-fronted Chat and another Striated Fieldwren along the estuary 
entrance brightened our journey to Phillip Island and the famed Penguin Parade. Tacky and 
sensational all at once, it’s truly an amazing spectacle when you can look at penguins in front of you 
while thousands of Short-tailed Shearwaters wheel above as darkness falls. The sight of small groups 
of Little Penguins tentatively exiting the surf, waddling ten metres or so and then running back to the 
safety of the surf many times, before finally summoning up the courage to face their partner in the 
burrow is truly magical, even with all the people there! Birding around the island produced the 
expected Cape Barren Geese, while the sight of one mother with two young should mean these 
exciting geese are easier to pick up in future years. Speaking of geese visiting the island a lone 
Magpie Goose was a surprise in the wetlands near Rhyll and another nice write-in! Some Eastern 
Curlews, Eurasian Whimbrels, Bar-tailed Godwits, Common Greenshanks, Sharp-tailed Sandpipers 
and Red-necked Stints helped with the Palaearctic migrant list at Rhyll Inlet, while Australian Pied 
and Sooty Oystercatchers, Black-winged Stilt and Masked Lapwing represented local waders.  
 
We made an overnight stay in Sorrento before catching the first ferry, across the imposing entrance of 
Port Phillip Bay, to historical Queenscliffe. Some distant Black-faced Cormorants and close 
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Australasian Gannets were the highlights of the journey across the bay. A visit to Buckley’s Cove and 
the lighthouse at Point Lonsdale offered us a chance to seawatch: not quite in the Roaring Forties yet 
at 38.5 degrees south or so, but with enough of a roaring wind to get the Shy Albatrosses up among 
the many, many thousands of Short-tailed Shearwaters while we gazed due south towards the 
Antarctic continent adding yet another write-in with a Fluttering Shearwater or two.  
 
There is an Australian expression: “To have Buckley’s chance" or "to have two chances, Buckley’s or 
none". It seems to refer to an escaped convict called William Buckley (1780 – 1856) who survived 
along this part of the Australian coast for 30 years from 1803 after being taken in by the local 
Aboriginals. It was considered impossible for convicts in Australia to survive in the outback: as 
anywhere outside the penal settlements was considered then, hence the saying.  
 
A visit to an inland lake on the Bellarine Peninsula to seek out a bird one usually has “Buckley’s 
chance” of seeing produced the first of many sightings for us of the distinctive and sometimes difficult 
to find Freckled Duck. We saw many Freckled Ducks across Victoria and South Australia no doubt 
influenced by drought conditions. Another inland swamp provided us with about ten Latham’s Snipe 
before heading to the southwestern shores of Port Phillip Bay for looks at the enigmatic Fairy Tern 
accompanied by Whiskered and Crested (formerly Greater Crested) Terns and a nice flock of Red-
necked Stint; Curlew and Sharp-tailed sandpiper were also on the salt works ponds. A quick change 
of vehicles (to the promised 4WDs) was necessitated at Avalon airport too, thanks to the vagaries of 
an inefficient hire car company who did not know when their licence registrations expired!  
 
The afternoon found us in three brand new Mitsubishi Pajero 4WDs heading for the Great Ocean 
Road; one of Australia’s and the world’s great ocean drives. Our quarry this time was Rufous 
Bristlebird, a restricted range species which, despite the gale, proved very co-operative when we 
arrived at Loch Ard Gorge. While on the way we were fortunate in observing up to about twenty 
Koalas along one very short stretch of road in the Otway Ranges. Good work too by Pete as he found 
a bright rufous coloured, Tawny Frogmouth while counting Koalas. 
 
The Great Ocean Road is one of the truly great drives in the world, it was just a shame that we had to 
interrupt our drive to go birding! However road works and a long delay at a temporary traffic light 
meant we had time to savour the delights of the ocean and vistas before arriving at our overnight 
resting place: Port Campbell. The following morning we returned to the Great Ocean Road where 
more Rufous Bristlebirds entertained, after which breakfast was taken in a Port Campbell café (a rare 
treat to help cope with the continual in-room continental breakfasts so necessary on Australian bird 
tours) with Black-faced Cormorant giving splendid views on the cliffs across the bay from the café. 
 
After breakfast, and before setting off to Bendigo, a Little Grassbird was found skulking in the reeds 
just west of town only to be summoned up right on cue for the group. Some tourist viewing of the 
Twelve (previously at least) Apostles was well worthwhile in the morning sun, and a marvellous pair 
of Gang-gang Cockatoos were seen on a quick return to the Otway Ranges. We then continued north 
to Bendigo, stopping en route at the splendid Clunes State Forest. Here we had a fantastic late 
afternoon session where we were in honeyeater heaven! Many species were present in one small 
area, including the elusive and very dramatic Painted Honeyeater; a bird dependent almost entirely 
on mistletoe berries for breeding, and at least six birds were in evidence. Also here were superb 
Yellow tufted, Fuscous, Brown-headed and often elusive Black-chinned Honeyeaters. Little and 
Wedge-tailed Eagles were also in view almost within the same minute. Some other highlights 
included fabulous Varied Sittellas, nesting Jacky Winter, and a confiding Rufous Songlark. We made 
our way to Bendigo content, adding a Black Falcon, Brown Songlark, and some Banded Lapwings as 
we went. 
 
From Bendigo, we managed to team up with another local birder who took great pleasure in showing 
us a female Powerful Owl and two downy chicks along a small creek. This was followed in quick 
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succession with Diamond Firetail and Speckled Warbler, although the warbler pair did require some 
work before we worked out their feeding strategy and tracked them down feeding with the Striated 
Thornbills, that seemed to use a male Scarlet Robin as a marker! Leaden Flycatcher was another 
bonus bird here. 
 
From Bendigo we headed to Rainbow so we could explore the extensive Mallee of Wyperfeld 
National Park. Roadside birds included Brown Falcon, another Black Falcon and many Nankeen 
Kestrels which were a feature of most days, though not in as great a numbers as they can be some 
years. Roadside Red-rumped Parrots and Blue Bonnets were admired before we rolled into Rainbow.  
 
Somewhat disappointingly, our visit to Wyperfeld National Park was met with hot and dry conditions, 
and a relatively birdless day ensued. Good numbers of Regent Parrots offered some consolation along 
with Hooded Robin, Chestnut Quail-thrush (for half the group), some brilliant Splendid Fairy-wrens, 
our first Red-capped Robin, nesting Tree Martins and our only Western Gerygone of the tour. 
Travelling to and from Wyperfeld, and during an afternoon excursion, we built up a solid parrot list 
with Galah, Little Corella, Sulphur-crested Cockatoo, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, our only Cockatiels of 
the trip and Mallee Ringneck. We also found an excellent mixed flock of White-browed and Masked 
Woodswallows and saw our first Spotted Harrier gliding effortlessly over a field. 
 
Fortunately the Hattah-Kulkyne National Park the next morning was much more generous with its 
birds. A roadside stop added Shy Hylacola and we then concentrated on an area of spinifex where 
we found obliging Mallee Emu-wrens and some very shy Striated Grasswrens. Crested Bellbirds sang 
and perched up in the scope for us, tame Apostlebirds entertained and a trip to a nearby plain yielded 
a shy group of breeding Chestnut-crowned Babblers and our first Southern Whitefaces. More Regent 
Parrots and Mallee Ringnecks were joined by Mulga Parrots, Yellow Rosellas and our only Major 
Mitchell Cockatoo of the tour. The latter came to bathe and showed brilliantly, displaying his multi-
coloured crest at us! Around the same lake we also found our first Black-tailed Native-hens. We then 
made the rather long and relatively uneventful drive to Deniliquin, pausing at some saltworks where 
we found numerous Red-necked Avocets, some gorgeous White-winged Wrens, our first Orange 
Chats and a selection of waders including Red-kneed Dotterels and Wood Sandpiper. 
 
Deniliquin is famous for Plains-wanderer, and tension was building for our evening night drive! 
However, before that, we had a whole day to explore the area surrounding town. Our first port of call 
was Gulpa State Forest (pausing for Grey-crowned Babblers as we went) with the prime quarry being 
Superb Parrot. Around 20 of these excellent birds were seen posing on branches and feeding on the 
ground during our time here. Also of considerable importance were stunning views of a territorial 
male Gilbert’s Whistler and our only Restless Flycatcher of the tour. A Common Ring-tailed Possum 
with her baby on her back, were enticed out of a hollow here too, albeit briefly.  
 
Baillon’s and Spotless Crakes (the latter a little skulking) and Pink-eared and Musk Ducks provided 
some entertainment at the sewage ponds in Deniliquin, whilst Phil was rather more excited by 
Deniliquin’s first record of Caspian Tern found earlier in the week by a local birder. As temperatures 
hit 40˚C we took a little rest, before venturing out in the early afternoon, soon finding a fine 
Australian Spotted Crake and another obliging Baillon’s. Another short detour brought us an obliging 
Striped Honeyeater, and then it was time to head north, to the open grasslands up towards Hay. Here 
we found plenty of Banded Lapwings and Horsfield’s Bushlarks. Dinner was taken al fresco on the 
plains, while watching one of many gorgeous sunsets the outback offers up. Australian Pratincoles 
were in evidence, though there was no sign of the hoped-for Inland Dotterel. As the sun disappeared, 
the spotlights were dusted off and our famous night drive over paddocks with the station owners 
began. Amazingly, the dotterels suddenly materialized and we soon had a group of five superb Inland 
Dotterel in the light. And for good measure, we also found three Stubble Quail, two Eastern Barn 
Owls and a Fat-tailed Dunnart, before hitting on our main target, an absolutely gorgeous female 
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Plains-wanderer. Australia’s continuing drought conditions meant that other species sometimes 
present, notably button-quails, were residing somewhere else in the vast interior! 
 
The following day we headed to Waikerie, a rather long and largely uneventful drive. After the late 
night, we set off at a sensible time and got plenty of kilometres under our belts. A short detour en 
route had us on to White-browed Treecreeper in it’s preferred calitris habitat and rounded out our 
southern collection very nicely after Red-browed, White-throated and Brown had been seen earlier in 
the week. Several parties of Chestnut-crowned Babblers were also noted and later in the afternoon, as 
we approached Waikerie, we were fortunate in getting on to an active Malleefowl mound and a bird 
that regularly comes in to a small homestead near Waikerie for food. The views of the Malleefowl 
were fantastic and the mound itself still bears the woodwork alongside it on which the BBC team 
mounted cameras for another of Attenborough’s special moments with Aussie birds in his Life of 
Birds. Our host was charming, and helped us to find a fabulous Australian Owlet-Nightjar, which 
peered at us from its hole, rounding the day off nicely! 
 
We then made our way into Waikerie and prepared for our assault on Birds Australia’s Gluepot 
Reserve, with one of the top local birders, who is a Gluepot Committee member to boot and this gave 
us access into some of the restricted areas of the station. Fortunately the rain that fell early the next 
morning and could have shown us why Gluepot is so named, ceased almost as quickly as it started. 
On our drive in, we found our first Spotted Nightjar, which having flushed from the road, came back 
to investigate us. Gluepot is home to some spectacular mallee species and it wasn’t long before one 
of our target species, Red-lored Whistler, was added with a second bird a short distance away. Much 
discussion ensued on the massive territories this specie needs, 10 square kilometres being oft quoted. 
The dialect of the second bird compared to the first made us think two birds may have been involved, 
though as with all whistlers, they are quite capable of changing songs. Maybe the territories ended at 
the road we crossed? The endangered Black-eared Miner is the other speciality at Gluepot and we 
spent some time looking at shy miner flocks. Many of the birds we saw fitted the current criteria for 
Black-eared Miner, though many hybrids (with Yellow-throated Miner) were also present. With the 
opening up of the mallee and the mixing of the gene pools of these two species, it is very difficult to 
determine what constitutes a ‘pure’ Black-eared Miner, but we can be sure that we saw the best there 
is, as this is the last viable population! Other notable birds at Gluepot included another Australian 
Owlet-Nightjar, an amazing encounter with an unbelievably entertaining Striated Grasswren (quite a 
relief after the performance at Hattah!), a fine singing Chestnut Quail-thrush, another Gilbert’s 
Whistler, more White-browed Treecreepers, an amazingly confiding pair of Southern Scrub-Robins, 
more Shy Hylacolas, Spotted Pardalote of the yellow-rumped xanthopygus race and a nesting 
Australian Hobby. We also took a look at an old airfield where the flowering eremophilas had 
attracted numerous White-fronted Honeyeaters, and where we found our first Variegated Fairy-wrens. 
 
Leaving Waikerie, a stop at a nearby lake revealed 100 or so Freckled Ducks and good numbers of 
Red-necked Avocets as well as the usual comical Black-tailed Native-hen, which amused us at most 
bores and dams. A little further on, a gorgeous male Redthroat was enticed into view and we found 
our first Red-backed Kingfisher. We then headed further north into South Australia. A short stop on 
the way at a Saltmarsh enabled a couple of our intrepid members, to show off their ‘ropeless bungee 
jumping’ skills in the mud flats. Amazing how far one can submerge on seemingly hard mud from 
ground level. Overnight rain here prevented us reaching our target bird’s habitat and the Slender-
billed Thornbill would have to wait a few more days. Compensation came shortly afterwards when 
we enjoyed fantastic views of Banded Stilt before we headed to our overnight venue. 
 
We made a visit to the Stokes Hill Lookout in the scenic Flinders Ranges the following morning and 
soon had our second grasswren on the list with several Short-tailed Grasswrens giving great views 
early in the day, while a small party of them played mouse like games at the edge of the car park as 
we were leaving! Elegant Parrot was also noted here. Continuing on through some magnificent North 
Flinders scenery in the Brachina Gorge we encountered two groups of Yellow-footed Rock-Wallabies 
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(about 10 in total) who afforded wonderful views in their simply stunning coats and a couple of Euros 
(not from Daniel’s pocket but kangaroos!). Inland Thornbill finally appeared around us along with 
Grey-fronted, White-plumed and more Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters. We then drove north to 
Lyndhurst where we based ourselves for a two-night stay, allowing us to explore the Strzelecki Track. 
We had enough time that afternoon to explore the famed Lyndhurst Chestnut-breasted Whiteface and 
Thick-billed Grasswren site. Here, we soon found the often elusive Chestnut-breasted Whiteface, a 
pair of which gave excellent views, and grasswren number three Thick-billed, (including a couple of 
small tail-less chicks) obliged easily. We also found our only Rufous Fieldwren of the trip and 
admired the numerous Red Kangaroos and Emus that were dotted across the desert. The famous rusty 
car was also photographed by Ron and is destined to find it’s way on to some South African artwork 
later! 
 
Our second day here found us heading north 240 km on the Strzelecki Track to a known Letter-
winged Kite breeding site. Cinnamon Quail-thrush, some fabulous White-backed Swallows, a super 
Red-browed Pardalote, and colourful Orange and Crimson Chats were noted on the way, as was an 
obliging Black Falcon. We arrived late in the morning at the area where three or four pairs of kites 
had been reported breeding in August and September (the same place as we saw them in 2003!), and 
began searching every tree. Numerous raptor nests in every tree belonged to Black Kites, Brown 
Falcons and Nankeen Kestrels and we started finding other goodies such as our first flock of 
Budgerigars, several female and young male Pied Honeyeaters and at least 20 Little Buttonquails 
which were surprisingly easy to see in the sparsely vegetated ground. Eventually, after some diligent 
searching of every tree over two feet tall, we finally produced a pair of these irruptive birds, as they 
lifted into the sky above us to reveal their letters! It is hard to believe that the colours black and white 
can have so much impact; it makes you wonder why they bothered to develop colour photography, 
though I guess the blue sky adds to the appeal! Returning to Lyndhurst, we paused at a bore where 
among the abundant Little Corellas, we enjoyed watching some Spotted Harriers, an incredibly 
obliging Australian Spotted Crake and a nesting colony of Fairy Martins. Heading back, some slower 
driving eventually found our Gibberbird with a party of about five showing extremely well along the 
roadside. A flat tyre on the way back brought us back down to earth, but it had been a fantastic day. 
 
A necessary lie-in (so we could fix the tyre) allowed for an unhealthy fry-up, before we headed north 
up the famous Birdsville Track. Our destination was the Mungerannie Roadhouse legendary around 
the world for its remoteness, harshness and simply stunning beauty. From here we were to enjoy two 
days of sand dunes, dust storms and gibber plains. On the upward trek we were fortunate in picking 
up Brolga at the Clayton Wetlands, but by then, the wind and heat were really picking up, and it was 
quite unpleasant. We retreated to our air-conditioned cabins, and watched as the dust whipped 
across the road and all around us. Any thoughts of a picnic were dispelled from our minds, and we 
arrived at the roadhouse to take shelter! The wind calmed a little later in the afternoon, allowing us to 
explore the environs of the roadhouse. Waterbirds around Mungerannie included Grey Teal, Pink-
eared Duck, Hardhead, Australasian Little Grebe, White-faced Heron, Red-kneed Dotterels, Red-
necked Avocets and Australian Pratincoles as well as two more Brolga. In the adjacent dunes, Eyrean 
Grasswren (number four grasswren for the trip) was found, along with White-winged Fairy-wren. Our 
first real storm of the tour blew up late that afternoon: though we didn’t get wet it was very impressive 
to see the dust storm roll across the outback and completely obliterate all views! The dust didn’t seem 
to faze the Red Kangaroos that became even redder! Thankfully we had managed a couple of hours 
in before the storm forced us inside. Given we were in a drought stricken country it was hardly 
surprising we had very few rainy days, with rain only falling overnight on a couple of occasions! 
 
On our second day on the Birdsville Track we ventured north to Koonchera Sand Dune on the edge 
of the famous Goyder Lagoon, part of the massive Lake Eyre catchment area. Flight views of up to 
four Flock Pigeon were seen on the approaches to the lagoon, along with the odd Australian 
Pratincoles sighting. Sadly, a locked gate blocked our progress, necessitating a long walk which took 
its toll. Alan provided a water courier service to stragglers, and thankfully there was a decent cool 
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breeze to keep temperatures down, and welcome sandwiches, fruit and other drinks made for a 
pleasant end to the stroll. It was to be the day of the fifth grasswren, with Grey Grasswren in small 
family groups initially being difficult to extricate from the large lignum swamps alongside the dunes, 
before eventually offering up great views. Interestingly where the dunes meet the lignum both Grey 
and Eyrean Grasswren can appear in the same bush! More Freckled Ducks and a juvenile Orange 
Chat around the waterhole were of note, and while we were tracking down the Grey Grasswrens, an 
adult Spotted Nightjar was flushed from within the lignum. All who had got this far got terrific views 
by simply sitting on the dunes and watching it being flushed once more. Driving back to 
Mungerannie Roadhouse, Pete spotted a falcon flying to a perch and it didn’t take much to stop him 
in his tracks as two juvenile Grey Falcons were found within a few minutes. Seemingly one male and 
one female, the breast streaking and lack of yellow on the cere and loral area showed them to be 
juveniles, possibly still waiting for the evening meal to arrive! Another fantastic end to a tiring but 
rewarding day in the outback! 
 
Some early birding on our final morning on the Birdsville Track saw us searching for more co-
operative Flock Pigeons, but we were unsuccessful though this was hardly surprising after the dust 
storm (and rain) that had passed through 24 hours earlier. Heading south after our outback tour, we 
were soon back in the Flinders Ranges at Wilpena Pound. Another Eyrean Grasswren flew between 
our vehicles just south of the roadhouse, while Blue Bonnets and Red-necked Avocet provided some 
variety, as did three species of wood-swallow with White-breasted, Black-faced and Masked on the 
day at Clayton Wetlands. Arriving in the Flinders Ranges late in the day, a large flock of (more than 
12) Apostlebirds obliged and about half the party got on to our only Peregrine Falcon of the trip. A 
short walk after dinner by Pete and Alan while the group were having dessert enabled a co-operative 
Southern Boobook to make the list, and it posed for all those that wanted to admire it. 
 
We headed south the following morning pausing for another photo opportunity, this time of some 
rather dramatic dead trees north of Quorn which will surely find their way on to another piece of 
South African artwork. Nice of the male Redthroat to sing here too, ensuring its newly found status on 
our checklist! In Port Augusta, we paused to watch the Banded Stilts again (this time without the 
wind). It was interesting to see them roosting, as usual, with the Red-necked Avocets, rather than the 
more common White-headed Stilts. A visit to the superb Arid Lands Botanical Gardens in Port 
Augusta gave us more of the clown like White-fronted Honeyeater and our first close Chirruping 
Wedgebill with views down to three metres.  
 
A couple more Australian Spotted Crakes graced our lunch stop at Port Pirie wetlands, and another 
Australian Owlet-Nightjar was found while searching a small remnant mallee patch towards Point 
Prime (anyone finding spectacles out there could send them to me!). A diversion on the way to 
Elizabeth provided us with a group of Slender-billed Thornbills that entertained us at Middle Beach 
and here we also got wonderful views of Elegant Parrot.  
 
A night in the northern Adelaide suburb of Elizabeth allowed us to meet up with John Cox who 
kindly donned his waders early the next day to flush a couple of Australasian Bitterns for the group 
along with Nankeen Night Heron, another Baillon’s Crake, another Australian Spotted Crake and 
more Freckled Ducks. Prior to that, in the rain, in the finest traditions of seeing anything that has the 
potential to be split, several Adelaide Rosellas (sometimes split from Crimson Rosella) were located 
just south of our hotel and duly joined the trip list. We were then on the way to Adelaide airport to 
connect with the flight to Hobart for a three-night sojourn in Tasmania.  
 
Thankfully Tasmania has probably some of the easiest birding in the world for viewing endemic birds 
and after the rigour of two of Australia’s toughest outback tracks it was a green and welcome sight! 
Arriving in Hobart and we were quickly ensconced in the hotel before heading off to a Hobart park to 
search for a roosting (Tasmanian) Masked Owl among others. Quickly joining the list were a fine 
singing Brush Bronzewing, a stunning Pink Robin and Forest Ravens, as well as a fine list of endemics 
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including Green Rosella, Tasmanian Scrubwren, Yellow Wattlebird, and Yellow-throated, Strong-
billed and Black-headed Honeyeaters. 
 
The following morning, we made an early visit to another small reserve on the outskirts of Hobart. 
Here, at a small pond, we were thrilled to find the iconic Duck-billed Platypus and Tasmanian 
Native-hen, all the while being serenaded by the monotonous call of a Pallid Cuckoo or three which 
also showed well. Here, we also found three species of pardalote including the Critically Endangered 
Forty-spotted Pardalote at one of its favoured trees. We then made our way to Kettering, where we 
found our closest yet Black-faced Cormorants, and then took the very across to the delightful Bruny 
Island. Here, we soon had Fan-tailed Cuckoo teed up, and while watching it, some excellent 
Beautiful Firetails put in an appearance. A large group of Swift Parrots feeding in white gums was a 
highlight for all before we ventured off on the Scrubtit search. Scrubtit is infamous for being the most 
elusive and scarce of the Tasmanian endemics and this year our search seemed to take nearly three 
minutes as we enjoyed fabulous views at a great spot! Black Currawong and Dusky Robin also 
obliged and more Strong-billed Honeyeaters were found to order, along with another pair of Pink 
Robins. Scarlet Robin at lunch was followed by a superb male Flame Robin just after! We returned to 
Hobart very happy, though another look for the Masked Owl was again unsuccessful. Still, if you 
cannot find an owl roosting, there’s only one thing for it, and we were back later that night armed 
with spotlights. We had an hour of nothing, and then, just as all hope was fading, the very last play of 
the call, brought a response, and before too long, a rather large (presumably female) Tasmanian 
Masked Owl was fixed in our gaze offering stunning views right above us in the car park. 
 
Our third treat in Tasmania was the flight by light planes over the World Heritage South West 
Wilderness Area to the breeding ground of Orange-bellied Parrot at Melaleuca. The flights down had 
to be taken on a shuttle basis as there were two small planes for all of us, so while the first group flew 
down the others birded around Hobart and vice versa. We all had some very enjoyable flights and 
fantastic views of a number of spectacular Orange-bellied Parrots and some confiding Beautiful 
Firetail. To make things even better, while we were all together, an obliging Ground Parrot flew in at 
Dave’s feet before climbing the heathland to offer some perched and flight views for all! A male Satin 
Flycatcher was seen in shifts by the two groups in Hobart, and after a pleasant rest, we enjoyed an 
excellent final dinner together. Afterwards, those that wished embarked upon a night drive. Our route 
first had us driving out to the north of Sorrell for a spotlighting excursion with a difference: no birds 
but Red-necked Wallaby, Tasmanian Pademelon, Common Brush-tailed and Common Ring-tailed 
Possums were seen all before our first Eastern Quoll or Native Cat. In total around a dozen of these 
fascinating marsupial carnivores were seen, readily squeaked in to within a few feet! A second 
attempt for the Masked Owl to appease members who used the “You kip, you dip” policy (thanks 
Alan D for that line) was unsuccessful proving again it’s best not to decline a spotlighting trip, ever! 
 
One of the early checklist highlights was Alan D’s thoughts on “Completing Checklists for Dummies”: 
“There are two numbers for the checklist; zero and more than zero”. For all involved we nearly 
always managed more than zero on this trip with some great birds and even greater rarities. A superb 
trip with just about everything a birder could want in Australia! 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leaders are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
 
The species names and taxonomy of the list mostly follow the definitive work on Australian bird 
taxonomy: Christidis, L. & Boles, W. E.: Systematics and Taxonomy of Australian Birds. 2007. 
 
Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, 
BirdLife International’s magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, 
and updates on the BirdLife website: http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/index.html 
 
 
CASUARIIDAE 
Emu  Dromaius novaehollandiae: Plenty of sightings of this unique bird. First seen on the Wilson’s 

Promontory and then pretty common in the outback at sites such as Wyperfeld, the 
Flinders Ranges and on the Strzelecki and Birdsville Track. This emblematic bird of 
Australia, is found on the Australian coat of arms with a Red Kangaroo. 

 
MEGAPODIIDAE 
Malleefowl  Leipoa ocellata: A very obliging bird was followed around Eremophila Park and offered 

great views. A famous site thanks to David Attenborough’s Life of Birds programme. This 
species is classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International. Its population is estimated at 
100,000 and decreasing. Clearance for agriculture has eliminated much habitat and some 
patches are affected by raised salinity levels, resulting in fragmented populations and a 
higher risk of localized extinction from starvation and bushfires. It is highly sensitive to 
grazing by introduced herbivores such as goats and sheep, large-scale wildfire, and 
predation by introduced foxes and wild dogs. Introduced weed species are also affecting 
habitat quality. Other threats include infertility, possibly attributable to agricultural 
chemicals, and road-kills where birds feed on spilt roadside grain. 

 
PHASIANIDAE 
Stubble Quail  Coturnix pectoralis: Three on our spotlighting night at Deniliquin gave good views. 
 
ANSERANATIDAE 
Magpie Goose  Anseranas semipalmata: One was an unexpected find at the Rhyll Wetlands though 

there are often records just north of Melbourne and this may just have been a wanderer 
from that population. 

 
ANATIDAE 
Musk Duck  Biziura lobata: One male (and a few others) on Deniliquin Sewage Ponds showing well 

it’s large throat pouch though sadly not in display. 
Freckled Duck  Stictonetta naevosa: Seen on several occasions at least four different sites in two 

states, including some rather dapper rufous coloured juveniles.  
Cape Barren Goose  Cereopsis novaehollandiae: First picked up by Anne as we arrived on Phillip 

Island with more sightings later. A mother with two young would also indicate breeding 
on Phillip Island again this year. 

Black Swan  Cygnus atratus: A common and widespread icon of Australia, features on stamps as well 
as many wetlands we visited. 

Australian Shelduck  Tadorna tadornoides: A very attractive Shelduck seen on a number of occasions 
with good numbers around Phillip Island and Deniliquin. 
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Australian Wood Duck  Chenonetta jubata: This rather cute looking goose/duck was readily seen on 
most dams as we drove along. 

Pink-eared Duck  Malacorhynchus membranaceus: Common around Deniliquin as well as the bores 
and dams of the centre. Its pink ear-spot being often difficult to detect but well seen at 
Montecollina Bore. 

Northern Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos: A write-in for heavens sake of this introduction. 
Australasian Shoveler  Anas rhynchotis: Only seen on three occasions at Lake Lorne in Victoria and 

Greenfield’s Wetlands, Adelaide as well as at Mungerannie by Anne.  
Grey Teal  Anas gracilis: Common on most of the trip particularly around Geelong and Deniliquin. 

This form was formerly lumped in Sunda Teal A. gibberifrons, with the name Grey Teal 
being used for the enlarged species. 

Chestnut Teal  Anas castanea: A few sightings on the more saline areas such as Avalon Salt Works 
and Port Phillip Bay. Often in reasonable numbers. 

Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa: Common and abundant with or without water. 
Hardhead  Aythya australis: Seen around Geelong, Deniliquin and dams and bores in the centre. 
Blue-billed Duck  Oxyura australis: Occasional in Gippsland and Phillip Island as we started the trip. 

Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, they occupy permanent deep 
waters in southern Australia with the population estimated at 10,000 in eastern Australia 
and 5,000 in western Australia. During autumn and winter the species aggregates in large 
flocks but disperses to smaller water bodies when breeding. Aggregations also occur 
during drought. It is threatened by drainage of deep permanent wetlands, or their 
degradation as a result of introduced fish, peripheral cattle grazing, salinisation and 
lowering of ground water. A small number are probably shot by accident during the duck 
hunting season. The western population is particularly threatened with predictions that 
rainfall there will fall as temperatures rise. The population estimate, based on 1990 data, 
may now be lower and this species may qualify as threatened. 

 
PODICIPEDIDAE 
Australasian Grebe  Tachybaptus novaehollandiae: Seen on a number of occasions around southern 

Victoria and central Australia, mostly on farm dams and small lakes. 
Hoary-headed Grebe  Poliocephalus poliocephalus: The more common small grebe of larger dams 

and lakes in the south. 
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus: Seen near Geelong and Deniliquin. There maybe a potential 

of this species being split one day as Australian birds stay in breeding dress all year. 
 
COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon)  Columba livia: Introduced and ubiquitous around cities and towns. 
Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis: Introduced; thankfully in lower numbers than Rock Dove. 
Common Bronzewing  Phaps chalcoptera: Seen roadside and dam side on a number of days, notably 

in the centre but also common if somewhat flighty in southern woodlands. 
Brush Bronzewing  Phaps elegans: Common in Tasmania and heard calling most times of the day. 

Great looks along the Truganini Track in Hobart on a couple of occasions. 
Flock Bronzewing  Phaps histrionica: Four birds offered ordinary flight views on the northern section 

of the Birdsville Track with one at least showing some diagnostic features well for a short 
period. 

Crested Pigeon  Ocyphaps lophotes: Seen often in towns and by the roadside and also when their 
distinctive whirring wings and tail cocking made them obvious almost daily. 

Diamond Dove  Geopelia cuneata: A little charmer on the Strzelecki and Birdsville Tracks. 
Peaceful Dove  Geopelia striata: Only seen at Deniliquin and Flinders Ranges sections of the trip. The 

“doodle-doo” bird because of its distinctive call. 
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PODARGIDAE 
Tawny Frogmouth  Podargus strigoides: Seen in the Otway Ranges with a stunningly reddish 

coloured bird, a colour-morph that is seldom seen. 
 
EUROSTOPODIDAE 
Spotted Nightjar  Eurostopodus argus: Seen on arrival in Gluepot early morning and then a stunner 

flushed from within the lignum cover at Koonchera Sand Dune offering great flight views 
to all from the amphitheatre. 

 
AEGOTHELIDAE 
Australian Owlet-nightjar  Aegotheles cristatus: The traditional method of scratching or kicking trees 

produced at least three of these charming little creatures of the night. Great views at 
Eremophila Park, Gluepot and Port Prime mallee woodland. 

 
DIOMEDEIDAE 
Shy Albatross  Thalassarche [cauta] cauta: A number of these recently split albatross from Point 

Lonsdale. All the birds we saw were most likely, on range, to have been cauta in the strict 
sense. Christidis & Boles lump White-capped Albatross T. steadi, Salvin’s Albatross T. 
salvini and Chatham Albatross T. eremita in this species, using the name Shy Albatross for 
the enlarged species. White-capped Albatross is impossible to distinguish from Shy, 
except as adults at extremely close range. 

 
PROCELLARIIDAE 
Short-tailed Shearwater  Ardenna tenuirostris: Many, many thousands offshore at Point Lonsdale and 

around their Phillip Island colonies. 
Fluttering Shearwater  Puffinus gavia: Two seen on the sea-watch off Point Lonsdale. 
 
SPHENISCIDAE 
Little Penguin  Eudyptula minor: The usual magnificent sight of 400-500 Little Penguins arriving at 

the Penguin Parade on Phillip Island. In addition one was sheltering under the steps at 
The Nobbies hiding from the tourists. 

 
SULIDAE 
Australasian Gannet  Morus serrator: First seen off the Wilson’s Promontory, we then saw some nice 

adults and some juvenile birds seen from the Sorrento – Queenscliffe ferry and again off 
Point Lonsdale and the Great Ocean Road. 

 
ANHINGIDAE 
Australasian Darter  Anhinga novaehollandiae: Only a couple: one at Birdsland Reserve, south of the 

Dandenong Ranges on the first day and another near Geelong. Some authors lump this 
form in Oriental Darter A. melanogaster using the name Darter for the enlarged species. 

 
PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Little Pied Cormorant  Microcarbo melanoleucos: Quite a few of these small cormorants at many sites 

both coastal and inland. 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo: Found on only five days in small numbers. 
Little Black Cormorant  Phalacrocorax sulcirostris: Seen on more occasions than Little Pieds, again 

both coastal and inland. 
Pied Cormorant  Phalacrocorax varius: Only really noted on Phillip Island and the Riverland area of 

South Australia. Surprisingly few. Distant views along the coast in some places may have 
been this or the following species. 

Black-faced Cormorant  Phalacrocorax fuscescens: Good numbers on Phillip Island on the rock stacks 
off The Nobbies and very good views on the rocks at Loch Ard Gorge and also at a Port 
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Campbell roost while having breakfast. Even closer views at Kettering on Tasmania when 
we took the ferry to Bruny Island! 

 
PELECANIDAE 
Australian Pelican  Pelecanus conspicillatus: Great views on Phillip Island and then much more 

common in the Riverland areas of South Australia on lakes and dams. Also at Deniliquin 
(where the drought had forced a group to scavenge at the tip!) and a couple on Tasmania. 

 
ARDEIDAE 
Australasian Bittern  Botaurus poiciloptilus: Two birds seen well after local Adelaide birder and also 

the wetlands manager, John Cox, flushed them from within the Greenfield’s Wetlands 
area he manages for Elizabeth City Council. Classified as Endangered by BirdLife 
International, this species is estimated to have a declining population of between 2,500 
and 9,999. In Australia and New Zealand, the main threats are wetland drainage for 
agriculture, as well as changes brought about by high levels of grazing and salinisation of 
swamps. In Australia, the species appears able to adapt to the availability of ephemeral 
wetlands, but is likely to be particularly sensitive to the destruction of drought refugia. 
Loss of these habitats may explain its decline in Western and South Australia. Shooting 
and flying into power lines are additional contributory causes, but hunting pressure is 
very low. 

White-necked Heron  Ardea pacifica: Seen almost daily on the Victorian section. A very attractive 
looking heron. 

Eastern Great Egret  Ardea modesta: A few seen on journeys: around Port Campbell, Deniliquin, 
Waikerie to Morgan and Greenfield’s Wetlands. Christidis & Boles split this form from 
alba (Western Great Egret) of the Americas, Africa and western Eurasia. Rather a bold 
treatment. 

Eastern Cattle Egret  Ardea coromandus: Only in inland Victoria’s farmland country as one would 
expect.  

White-faced Heron  Egretta novaehollandiae: Seen almost daily on most dams, swamps and many 
open areas. 

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta: Two sightings; near Waikerie and Port Augusta of a couple of birds each 
time. 

Nankeen Night-Heron  Nycticorax caledonicus: About twenty seen around a section of Greenfield’s 
Wetlands in Adelaide. 

 
THRESKIORNITHIDAE 
Australian White Ibis  Threskiornis molucca: Common with many birds seen nearly every day on the 

mainland. This form was formerly sometimes lumped in Sacred Ibis T. aethiopica. 
Straw-necked Ibis  Threskiornis spinicollis: Even more abundant with often large numbers on 

paddocks or flying to and from roosts. 
Royal Spoonbill  Platalea regia: One near Deniliquin then further sightings at Clayton Wetlands on 

the southern Birdsville Track, Koonchera Waterhole and then some excellent views near 
to Adelaide. 

Yellow-billed Spoonbill  Platalea flavipes: Good views of this spoonbill at a number of locations 
including Deniliquin to Waikerie and the Adelaide area. 

 
ACCIPITRIDAE 
Australian Kite  Elanus axillaries: A common roadside raptor in the early weeks of the trip. Very 

confusingly, Christidis & Boles (and Australian field guides) use the name Black-
shouldered Kite for this species, but this name should be avoided for axillaris as it has 
long been used for the widespread E. caerulescens of Eurasia and Africa, from which 
axillaris was split! The results of Wink and Sauer-Gürth (2004) from DNA work indicated 
that the elaniine kites, such as Elanus, occupied a more basal position than ospreys and 
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plausibly warrant separation at family level (Elanidae). Naturally this includes Letter-
winged Kite also. 

Letter-winged Kite  Elanus scriptus: Stunning views of a presumed nesting pair on the northern 
Strzelecki Track after a good walk to find their tree. An incredibly hard raptor to pin 
down and some good pre-tour info certainly paid off. Classified as Near Threatened by 
BirdLife International, it occurs in the eastern arid zone of Australia but occasionally 
irrupts to all parts of the continent. Population cycles appear to be linked to those of the 
principal prey, the Plague Rat Rattus villossimus, and rainfall. In years when rats are 
numerous the kite can breed rapidly and be abundant. Little is known about the 
intervening lean times when kites are rarely seen and populations may approach 1,000 
individuals. There are no known threats although intensification of cattle grazing may 
eventually affect rat numbers and hence kite populations. 

White-bellied Sea-Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster: Only seen on Bruny Island with a lunchtime fly-by 
and another fly-by while boarding the return ferry. One adult and one immature bird. 

Whistling Kite  Haliastur sphenurus: Seen in many places on about half the trip days. More common 
where water is involved, such as wetlands but often scavenging by the roadside. 

Black Kite  Milvus migrans: Abundant and widespread on mainland once away from southern coasts.  
Brown Goshawk  Accipiter fasciatus: Only three: one at Clunes State Forest, one perched up at 

Brachina Gorge in the Flinders Ranges and one in Tasmania. 
Collared Sparrowhawk  Accipiter cirrocephalus: Seen only once in Victoria by Alan M. 
Spotted Harrier  Circus assimilis: This stunning raptor was seen near Rainbow, Deniliquin, 

Montecollina Bore on the Strzelecki Track and also on the Birdsville Track. 
Swamp Harrier  Circus approximans: Common in coastal Victoria and Tasmania with many good 

views of quartering birds. This form (along with Papuan and Eastern Marsh Harriers) was 
formerly lumped in Western Marsh Harrier C. aeruginosus with the name Marsh Harrier 
being used for the enlarged species. 

Wedge-tailed Eagle  Aquila audax: This very large eagle was seen on numerous days either soaring or 
scavenging roadside. Always a thrill to see one of these majestic birds that have often 
been persecuted by landowners for alleged attacks on lambs! 

Little Eagle  Hieraaetus morphnoides: Individuals seen near Bendigo, Deniliquin, Waikerie and 
Lyndhurst. 

 
FALCONIDAE 
Nankeen Kestrel  Falco cenchroides: A common roadside bird seen well on most days though not in 

Tasmania. 
Brown Falcon  Falco berigora: Probably even more common roadside as one drives around Australia. 

Its distinctive ‘V’ shaped wings and hovering make it a treat.  
Australian Hobby  Falco longipennis: Seen on three days with one on a nest at Waikerie being a 

highlight. 
Grey Falcon  Falco hypoleucos: A flying falcon seen by Pete on the Birdsville was immediately 

suspected of being this sp. It was seen to land and on investigation turned out to be a 
female with a male perched above it. The lack of yellow cere and eye-ring, and finely 
streaked breast proved them both to be young birds, no doubt waiting for dinner to 
arrive. A magnificent end to a very long day on the Birdsville Track with one of 
Australia’s rarest birds in the bag. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, 
is infrequently seen over much of arid and semi-arid Australia. It may have been 
eliminated from some breeding areas early in the 20th century, particularly those with 
more than 500mm annual rainfall in New South Wales, but the present range is believed 
to be stable. There is evidence of regular seasonal movements between the arid zone and 
northern Australia, and possibly New Guinea, and from west to east in Queensland. It is 
always found at very low densities, numbering only 1,000 breeding pairs, and the 
population may be stable. Continued high levels of grazing in arid zone rangelands and 
clearance of the semi-arid zone for marginal farming is degrading habitat. Nest site 
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availability, particularly in sparsely-treed inland areas, may eventually become a limiting 
factor, especially where grazing by introduced herbivores is preventing tree regeneration. 
All threats are speculative and are largely at the wetter margins of the species range 
where it might be out-competed by the more mesic Peregrine Falcon F. peregrinus.  

Black Falcon  Falco subniger: First seen on the drive to Bendigo and then the next day on the way to 
Rainbow. One was seen well on the Strzelecki Track hunting at Montecollina Bore some 
days later. 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus: Only one bird seen by two thirds of the group as we drove 
through the Flinders Range. Surprisingly absent everywhere? 

 
GRUIDAE 
Brolga  Grus rubicunda: Seen at Clayton Wetlands and Mungerannie Roadhouse on the Birdsville 

Track. 
 
RALLIDAE 
Australian Swamphen  Porphyrio melanotus: Seen on many days around paddocks, dams, marshes, 

etc. Christidis & Boles lump this form (and others) in Purple Swamphen P. porphyrio. 
Baillon’s Crake  Porzana pusilla: Seen at a couple of spots near Deniliquin and at Greenfield’s 

Wetlands in Adelaide. The tendency of this and the next two crakes to wander around 
feeding during the day in Australia is appreciated by birders here. 

Australian Spotted Crake  Porzana fluminea: This common Australian crake was seen very well at 
Deniliquin, Montecollina Bore, Port Pirie Wetlands and in Adelaide. Responds well to 
tape. 

Spotless Crake  Porzana tabuensis: Again seen in the heat of the day but sadly not too well. It poked 
its head out of reeds, in response to playback near Deniliquin for the majority of the 
group but only a couple of times. 

Black-tailed Native-hen  Tribonyx ventralis: This comical bird was seen well in many inland areas. 
They scurry out of view but then come wandering back to slowly give great views.  

Tasmanian Native-hen  Tribonyx mortierii: Seen well near Hobart and on Bruny Island. Again just as 
comical and even more so when seen swimming as this one is inclined to do. Several 
were seen with young, including on Bruny. 

Dusky Moorhen  Gallinula tenebrosa: Reasonably common although not high numbers of birds or 
sightings this year. 

Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra: A familiar sight for the group yet most comment on how different they are 
from European birds. Seen on quite a few days. 

 
HAEMATOPODIDAE 
Australian Pied Oystercatcher  Haematopus longirostris: Seen well on a couple of occasions with the 

best views being at Port Campbell and on Bruny Island at the end of the tour. 
Sooty Oystercatcher  Haematopus fuliginosus: A number on the Victorian coast and then in 

Tasmania, offering nice comparisons with Pied cousins on Bruny. 
 
RECURVIROSTRIDAE 
White-headed Stilt  Himantopus leucocephalus: Good numbers seen on about half the days. 

Christidis & Boles lump this form in Black-winged Stilt H. himantopus.  
Red-necked Avocet  Recurvirostra novaehollandiae: Seen well near to Deniliquin, at Lake Ranfurly, 

Waikerie, Port Augusta and Mungerannie Bore.  
Banded Stilt  Cladorhynchus leucocephalus: Seen well at Port Augusta. This species often roosts in 

with the avocets rather than White-headed Stilt. A mysterious bird that only breeds at one 
central Australian site when conditions are right. How it knows when to return to breed 
beggars belief. 
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CHARADRIIDAE 
Red-capped Plover  Charadrius ruficapillus: This neat looking Kentish Plover wannabee was seen well 

on a number of occasions, usually around salt pans or dams. 
Inland Dotterel  Charadrius australis: A total of five of these excellent birds were seen well in the 

spotlights at Deniliquin.  
Black-fronted Dotterel  Elseyornis melanops: This attractive small plover was in similar numbers to 

Red-caps this year. More were expected but due to the drought there were few wetlands. 
Hooded Plover  Thinornis rubricollis: Seen very well on Wilson’s Promontory and also at Powlett 

River mouth. A very neat plover indeed. Not looked for on Tassie (much!) after such good 
mainland views but they were there too! Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International, Hooded Plover is endemic to Australia and is found in Western Australia, 
South Australia, New South Wales, Queensland (vagrant), Tasmania and nearby islands. 
The eastern subspecies rubricollis is restricted to the coastline and numbers 4,500 birds. 
Its range has contracted in Queensland and New South Wales, and numbers are believed 
to be declining. These declines are probably driven by low reproductive success. The 
western subspecies tregellasi breeds on the coast and on inland lakes and numbers 6,000 
birds. This population may be stable, although a biased sex-ratio may occur there. The 
reason for the range contraction is unclear but coincides with the expansion in range of 
Beach Thick-knee Burhinus neglectus over part of the same area. On the mainland, fox, 
cat and dog predation is considered the most significant threat. Around human 
settlements, artificially high numbers of Silver Gull Larus novaehollandiae and Raven 
Corvus spp. are responsible for an increasing number of predation events. Human 
disturbance increases the likelihood of predation and thermal stress. Oil spills represent 
an additional threat. Breeding success is affected by off-road vehicles, livestock and ill-
considered beach erosion management. Birds remain relatively secure on islands. 
Significant research is occurring into the management of this species. 

Red-kneed Dotterel  Erythrogonys cinctus: More a plover of the inland than coast. Seen well on a 
number of occasions. 

Banded Lapwing  Vanellus tricolor: Some found in more open areas in Victoria and around 
Lyndhurst, with others seen by spotlight at Deniliquin. 

Masked Lapwing  Vanellus miles: Abundantly common, nesting or standing on most raised areas of 
ground, lawns, building roofs, etc. Often heard calling at night. 

 
PEDIONOMIDAE 
Plains-wanderer  Pedionomus torquatus: Practically our raison d’etre for the Southern Australia trip 

and a superb female in the spotlights did not disappoint a few hours after our sunset 
picnic dinner on the plains. Bird of the trip, this species is classified as Endangered by 
BirdLife International. The cultivation of native grassland has virtually extinguished the 
species from southern South Australia and Victoria and is increasing across the Riverina. 
Even if left to recover, habitat remains unsuitable for decades. Where patches survive, 
they are often too few and dispersed to be suitable. High levels of grazing cause the 
desertion of an area, possibly because birds become too vulnerable to predators. 
Pesticides for locust control may kill birds, directly or indirectly. Foxes may be significant 
predators near crops. 

 
SCOLOPACIDAE 
Latham’s Snipe  Gallinago hardwickii: About a dozen of these Palearctic migrants seen on a Geelong 

swamp. Curiously they are often the first wintering wader back, arriving in mid August. 
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica: A distant flock of around 100 birds seen on the Rhyll Inlet on 

Phillip Island. 
Eurasian Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus: Two whimbrel seen with the godwits above. Christidis & 

Boles lump Hudsonian Whimbrel N. hudsonius in this species, using the name Whimbrel 
for the enlarged species. 
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Eastern Curlew  Numenius madagascariensis: About 10 birds at the Rhyll Inlet roost. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia: Small numbers at Wakool and Waikerie of this common 

Palearctic migrant. 
Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis: A number at Deniliquin ponds and Lake Ranfurly near Mildura. 
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola: Only seen at Wakool/Tullakool Salt Works on the drive to 

Deniliquin. 
Red-necked Stint  Calidris ruficollis: Seen well at Phillip Island, Avalon Salt Works and Port Augusta 

amongst others. 
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  Calidris acuminata: Small numbers at Avalon and Phillip Island, and even a 

single on a dam along the Birdsville Track. 
Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea: A large group at Avalon Salt Works was seen well, before the 

wind blew them away! 
 
TURNICIDAE 
Little Button-quail  Turnix velox: Seen well on the Strzelecki Track with scope views for some of a 

bird on the ground, and a total of about 20 seen. One flushed bird nearly took our heads 
off. 

 
GLAREOLIDAE 
Australian Pratincole  Stiltia Isabella: Encountered on the Deniliquin plains and the central tracks. 

Often sitting by or on the road in the inland. 
 
LARIDAE 
Fairy Tern  Sternula nereis: About ten of these delicate terns seen at the Avalon Salt Works. 
Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia: Seen on Phillip Island and also at Deniliquin Sewage Ponds, 

which was a first record for that site. 
Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida: Encountered on many inland waterway areas, salt pans, etc. 

Some birds were in striking summer plumage. 
Crested Tern  Thalasseus bergii: Seen well on coastal areas of Victoria and Tasmania. 
Pacific Gull  Larus pacificus: Some on Cotters Beach, Wilson’s Promontory, common on Phillip 

Island and around the Victorian coasts. Also great views of them on Bruny Island. The 
massive bill always impresses. 

Kelp Gull  Larus dominicanus: Mostly seen on Tasmania. 
Silver Gull  Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae: This superb little gull was seen well on many 

occasions. No finer sight than a Silver Gull, resplendent in summer plumage. 
 
CACATUIDAE 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo  Calyptorhynchus funereus: First seen on the drive from the 

Dandenongs to the Wilson’s Promontory. At the latter site we had great views of perched 
birds. Also seen in the Otway Ranges before a couple of fly-by’s in Tassie. 

Gang-gang Cockatoo  Callocephalon fimbriatum: A pair of magnificent Gang-gangs showed well 
along a speculative dirt road stop in the Otway Ranges. Watching these birds silently and 
stealthily moving around the canopy for twenty minutes showed how easy it can be to 
miss them. 

Major Mitchell’s Cockatoo  Lophochroa leadbeateri: One bird was seen very well at Hattah Lakes, 
displaying its tricoloured crest to great effect. Formerly more common, the drought seems 
to have driven their numbers down and this was the only one we saw. 

Galah  Eolophus roseicapillus: Common and noisy. Flocks, some quite large, seen in many areas. 
Long-billed Corella  Cacatua tenuirostris: Common in Victorian farmland and around Deniliquin, 

with many large flocks feeding in paddocks. 
Little Corella  Cacatua sanguinea: A couple of sightings in Wyperfeld and Deniliquin before much 

larger flocks were encountered on Birdsville and Strzelecki tracks.  
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Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  Cacatua galerita: Very common early on, less so in the desert areas this 
noisy cockatoo has adapted very well to an urban lifestyle. 

Cockatiel  Nymphicus hollandicus: One group seen briefly flying by near to Wyperfeld by Pete’s car. 
Sadly not seen again, surely the drought affected this reasonably common though 
nomadic bird. 

 
PSITTACIDAE 
Rainbow Lorikeet  Trichoglossus haematodus: This noisy and colourful lorikeet was seen well around 

Melbourne and Bendigo. 
Musk Lorikeet  Glossopsitta concinna: Seen near Bendigo and on Tasmania with some great views in 

places. 
Little Lorikeet  Glossopsitta pusilla: Only seen in Clunes Forest, and then only as a fly-by. 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet  Glossopsitta porphyrocephala: Our best views were of the ones that we 

stopped to look at in Port Augusta, where they appeared to be pretty common. 
Australian King-Parrot  Alisterus scapularis: Seen early in the Dandenongs at Grant’s Picnic Grounds 

where they perch on outstretched arms bearing food! 
Superb Parrot  Polytelis swainsonii: Stunning views of around 20 birds in Gulpa Island State Forest 

near Deniliquin. This species is classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International. It’s 
population is estimated at 6,500 and is decreasing. Range contraction is largely the result 
of clearing for agriculture. Remaining habitat is often fragmented, dividing feeding from 
breeding habitat. Regeneration is commonly prevented by high grazing levels by stock 
and rabbits or inappropriate fire regimes. Foraging areas and nest-sites may be scarce. 
Many nest trees are dead, particularly on the inland slopes, and there may be no 
replacements when these fall or are cut for firewood. In the Riverina, altered flooding 
regimes may compromise the health and extent of riparian woodlands where this species 
nests. Competition with other species for a decreasing number of nest-sites may be fierce. 
Illegal trapping occurs, but is a far less significant threat than habitat loss. Birds are also 
killed on roadsides and possibly suffer from pesticide poisoning. 

Regent Parrot  Polytelis anthopeplus: Good numbers in Wyperfeld National Park, where we had some 
wonderful views of perched birds and then more seen in Hattah-Kulkyne. Also seen on 
the drive to Waikerie. 

Green Rosella  Platycercus caledonicus: Good views of this Tassie endemic in many places on the 
island. Formerly, this species, (along with the Adelaide and Yellow forms below) was 
lumped in to Crimson Rosella with the name Blue-cheeked Rosella being used for the 
enlarged species. 

Crimson Rosella  Platycercus elegans: As with the King Parrots, perching on hands and heads at 
Grant’s Picnic Grounds and also seen at the Bendigo and Heathcote areas amongst 
others. See note under Green Rosella. 

Adelaide Rosella  Platycercus adelaidae: Seen well in the rain, just south of our Elizabeth Hotel 
curiously enough near Adelaide. Cristidis & Boles lump this form in Crimson Rosella P. 
elegans. See also the comment under Green Rosella. 

Yellow Rosella  Platycercus flaveolus: This attractive rosella was seen from Hattah to Deniliquin and 
on to Mildura. Christidis & Boles also lump this form in Crimson Rosella P. elegans. See 
also the comment under Green Rosella 

Eastern Rosella  Platycercus eximius: Seen well around Melbourne, Otway Ranges and on the journey 
to Deniliquin, and again on Tasmania. Sometimes Pale-headed Rosella P. adscitus and 
Northern Rosella P. venustus are lumped in this species under the name White-cheeked 
Rosella. 

Mallee Ringneck (Australian Ringneck)  Barnardius [zonarius] barnardi: Several were seen around 
Wyperfeld NP, Hattah-Kulkyne NP, on the journey to Deniliquin and even right up into 
the outback. Christidis & Boles lump this form along with Cloncurry Ringneck B. [z.] 
macgillivrayi, and Twenty-eight Parrot B. [z.] semitorquatus in Port Lincoln Parrot B.[z.] 
zonarius, using the name Australian Ringneck for the enlarged species. The different 
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forms may perhaps best be treated as allospecies, in spite of some hybridization. 
Alternatively zonarius (with semitorquatus) and barnardi (with macgillivrayi) are 
sometimes treated as separate species. 

Port Lincoln Parrot (Australian Ringneck)  Barnardius [zonarius] zonarius: We just got into the range 
of this one around the Flinders Ranges where we saw a couple of black-headed birds. See 
the entry above for Mallee Ringneck regarding its taxonomic status. 

Blue Bonnet  Northiella haematogaster: Some great numbers of Blue Bonnets which doesn’t really 
help to explain why there were so few Cockatiels? Up to 300 were seen along the 
roadsides between Deniliquin and Waikerie! 

Swift Parrot  Lathamus discolor: Forty or more feeding on flowering gums along the front at Adventure 
Bay were a real scope treat. With a population estimate of 1,000 – 2,499 birds, this 
species is classified as Endangered by BirdLife International. In Tasmania, breeding 
habitat is significantly reduced and fragmented through clearance of E. globulus for 
agriculture, residential development, plantation timber, saw log production and clear-
felling for woodchips. Competition for remaining nest-sites with Common Starling 
Sturnus vulgaris could be a problem along forest edges. Even with protection of 
remaining habitat (80% private land), maintenance and recovery may be limited by the 
dependence of breeding on an irregular nectar supply. It also suffers high mortality 
through collision with windows, vehicles and fences. On the mainland, clearance for 
agriculture and residential development has destroyed most habitat. Remnants, including 
much of what currently exists in the conservation reserve system, have been heavily cut-
over and degraded, and this practice is continuing in many areas, including hardwood 
production forests. This practice is considered to result in poor and unreliable nectar-
sources through the reduction of large mature trees. Much of the preferred lowland 
habitat on the most fertile and productive sites has been cleared or substantially 
modified. Competition from large nectarivores may be exacerbated by forest 
fragmentation. 

Red-rumped Parrot  Psephotus haematonotus: Once inland and away from the southern coast this 
bird became a regular sighting with its distinctive red rump becoming a feature of 
roadside flight views. 

Mulga Parrot  Psephotus varius: We first saw this parrot in Hattah-Kulkyne National Park and then 
saw several more from then on, even finding a few in the outback. Such a dull name for a 
cracker of a parrot. 

Budgerigar  Melopsittacus undulates: Small flock near the Letter-winged Kites on Strzelecki and two 
at a waterhole the following day were the only sightings of the world’s favourite parrot 
(mine too)! 

Elegant Parrot  Neophema elegans: A couple of flyovers at Gluepot and at Chinaman’s Creek 
(identified retrospectively by call) were followed by good views of perched birds at 
Stokes Hill Lookout and Middle Beach. 

Orange-bellied Parrot  Neophema chrysogaster: After a stunning one hour flight to Melaleuca in the 
World Heritage Listed South West Wilderness Area, our two groups were both treated to 
brilliant views of these parrots on the feeding table at the research centre for them. Seen 
also nesting in a nest box away from research station at Melaleuca. This species is listed 
as Critically Endangered by BirdLife International. The population is estimated at 150 and 
decreasing, though re-introduction programmes may reverse this. The primary reason for 
the species’ decline is thought to be fragmentation and degradation of overwintering 
habitat by grazing, agriculture and urban and industrial development. Competition with 
introduced seed-eating finches may have affected winter food availability, while some 
former breeding habitat may have been vacated because of a change in the fire regime 
and competition with introduced Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris, which fill nest-
hollows with nesting material, rendering them unsuitable. Deaths from random events, 
such as sea storms during migration, predation by foxes and cats, or disease, are 
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significant threats to such a tiny population. Degradation of remaining saltmarsh habitat 
on the mainland is also a significant threat 

Ground Parrot  Pezoporus wallicus: Shortly after our lunch at Melaleuca and just before the first 
group was to depart for Hobart a Ground Parrot flew in and landed by Dave, from where 
it vanished into the heath. A quick roll call and before the milliseconds turned into 
seconds we were all tracking this stunning and difficult to see parrot, with good views of 
it creeping on the ground and flying. Wonderful stuff as the thought of hours of often-
fruitless heath bashing can be very demoralising. 

 
CUCULIDAE 
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo  Chalcites basalis: Seen on a number of days early and late in the trip.  A 

highlight was having this and Shining Bronze-Cuckoo in the same bushes after calling 
them in at the Powlett River. 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo  Chalcites lucidus: Seen less than above species, but often heard. Common 
on Tasmania. 

Pallid Cuckoo  Cacomantis pallidus: Some really obliging calling birds near Hobart early one 
morning allowed great scope views while we were watching  the Platypus. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo  Cacomantis flabelliformis: Only seen on the Wilson’s Promontory by some of the 
group and on Bruny Island by all, where we had great scope views of one. 

 
STRIGIDAE 
Powerful Owl  Ninox strenua: Local knowledge led us to a stunning adult and two downy white 

youngsters near Heathcote. Bird of the trip for some. 
Southern Boobook  Ninox novaeseelandiae: An excursion while the group ate desserts by Pete and 

Alan found a co-operative individual in the Flinders Ranges. Excellent views and photos 
obtained of it. 

 
TYTONIDAE 
Masked Owl  Tyto novaehollandiae: A fine example of the Tasmanian form at the Truganini Reserve 

with the final play of the tape. Just a short call and in she came and perched in fine view 
for the intrepid few who had ventured out spotlighting at the end of the trip. The form we 
saw is sometimes split off as a separate species: Tasmanian Masked Owl T. castanops.  

Eastern Barn Owl  Tyto javanica: Two on the plains at Deniliquin at night. Split for you here as in 
Christidis and Boles, though they themselves admit to not fully understanding the species 
limits in this very complex cosmopolitan species.  

 
HALCYONIDAE 
Laughing Kookaburra  Dacelo novaeguineae: The largest of our forest kingfishers seen on many days 

before arriving in the desert regions. Its raucous laughter is a feature of so many Tarzan 
movies! 

Red-backed Kingfisher  Todiramphus pyrrhopygius: First seen near Morgan, on the way to Lyndhurst, 
then around there the next day. A really neat, dry country kingfisher that spends most of 
its time far away from water. 

Sacred Kingfisher  Todiramphus sanctus: Seen around Bendigo and Deniliquin on a couple of days. 
 
MEROPIDAE 
Rainbow Bee-eater  Merops ornatus: Away from coastal areas in the south bee-eaters were a regular 

sight and sound. 
 
MENURIDAE 
Superb Lyrebird  Menura novaehollandiae: Good views of two birds in Sherbrooke Forest. They may 

have been moulting males or young males. At the end of their winter breeding males 
moult their tales making it hard to tell age in the dark forested habitat. They also reduce 
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the amount of singing they do but we were fortunate in hearing short bursts from them on 
a few occasions. 

 
CLIMACTERIDAE 
White-throated Treecreeper  Cormobates leucophaeus: A few seen early in the Dandenongs and the 

Otway Ranges; heard on a couple of occasions later. 
White-browed Treecreeper  Climacteris affinis: This specialized habitat treecreeper was well seen in 

Yarrara National Park and at the Gluepot Reserve. 
Red-browed Treecreeper  Climacteris erythrops: A three star bird on the first day; excellent views of a 

pair in Sherbrooke Forest. 
Brown Treecreeper  Climacteris picumnus: Seen around Deniliquin, Wyperfeld and Hattah; a 

treecreeper that spends much of the time on fallen logs. 
 
MALURIDAE 
Superb Fairy-wren  Malurus cyaneus: This stunning fairy-wren seen daily for the most part, only 

replaced in the desert areas by its congeners below. Nothing like a good male to start the 
day off. 

Splendid Fairy-wren  Malurus splendens: A mallee specialist who certainly lives up to his name. One 
of the stars of the trip. 

White-winged Fairy-wren  Malurus leucopterus: Another dazzler of the dry country (well the male is 
anyway) seen well on many occasions from saltpans to mallee to saltbush deserts. 

Variegated Fairy-wren  Malurus lamberti: First seen at Waikerie, we saw a number of others in dry 
areas. Another cracking fairy-wren. 

Southern Emu-wren  Stipiturus malachurus: This delicate bird was seen well at a couple of areas on 
the Wilson’s Promontory, and again, near to Port Campbell and on Tasmania. 

Mallee Emu-wren  Stipiturus mallee: Great views of a pair of co-operative individuals in the mallee at 
Hattah. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is 
estimated at between 2,500 and 9,999 and is decreasing. Past clearance for agriculture 
and livestock grazing has fragmented habitat, but the greatest current threat is large-scale 
wildfires within remnants, such as occurred in Billiatt Conservation Park. Although the 
species has persisted despite fire in other areas, a series of large fires could put it in 
danger. 

Grey Grasswren  Amytornis barbatus: The lignum alongside Koonchera Sand Dune is the place for 
this attractive grasswren. After some initial skulking, birds were eventually seen well. 
They just wanted us to walk further! 

Striated Grasswren  Amytornis striatus: Difficult to get on to at Hattah-Kulkyne but was the star of the 
Gluepot day by circumnavigating the entire group in ever decreasing circles, singing 
most of the while. 

Short-tailed Grasswren  Amytornis merrotsyi: Potentially painful to find on the windswept Stokes Hill 
but picked up by Alan within the first 100 metres. Later they danced around the edge of 
the car park for us. Another gem of a photo on the website (and in the back of this report) 
by Pete of this and the previous bird. 

Thick-billed Grasswren  Amytornis textiles: Seen readily at the Lyndhurst site where several showed 
extremely well. Young tailless birds running into the call was amusing. 

Eyrean Grasswren  Amytornis goyderi: Seen well at dunes just south of Mungerannie Roadhouse and 
at Koonchera near the waterhole. Amazingly this and Grey Grasswren can be found in 
the same bushes at Koonchera. (Alan’s 600th Aussie bird many years ago!). 

 
DASYORNITHIDAE 
Rufous Bristlebird  Dasyornis broadbenti: Very obliging singing individuals were seen and snapped at 

Loch Ard Gorge before and after our Port Campbell night, despite the gales! 
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ACANTHIZIDAE 
Pilotbird  Pycnoptilus floccosus: Our first write-in at Sherbrooke with a pair performing very well. 

Great call. 
White-browed Scrubwren  Sericornis frontalis: Seen well and very common in a few places in 

Victoria. 
Tasmanian Scrubwren  Sericornis humilis: Common in Tasmania on Bruny and around Hobart. A lot 

more were heard along the trails too, but we’d seen them well by then. This form was 
formerly lumped in White-browed Scrubwren S. frontalis. 

Scrubtit  Acanthornis magnus: This Tassie endemic performed fantastically for all at our selected site 
on Bruny Island.  

Shy Heathwren  Calamanthus cautus: Seen very well alongside the road into Hattah-Kulkyne NP and 
also later at the Gluepot Reserve. Not really that shy! 

Striated Fieldwren  Calamanthus fuliginosus: Seen at Cotters Beach and the Powlett River mouth in 
Southern Victoria quite easily. Also seen by the first group at Melaleuca. An amazingly 
talented and colourful songster. 

Rufous Fieldwren  Calamanthus campestris: Seen very well running around on the ground at the 
Chestnut-breasted Whiteface site and equally talented in the vocal department. 

Redthroat  Pyrrholaemus brunneus: Another great write-in. Seen well at Morgan and south of 
Hawker. More great singing from both these cuties. For a LBJ with a small red throat 
they’re certainly have a very big impact. A likely starter each year on the revised 
itinerary. 

Speckled Warbler  Pyrrholaemus sagittatus: A nesting pair tracked down near Heathcote with the 
help of our local birder. Initially difficult to see as they scurried off for food (they seemed 
to be going off to feed youngsters) but eventually locked onto as they kept returning to 
feed with the Striated Thornbills. 

Weebill  Smicrornis brevirostris: Seen well on a number of occasions in inland-forested areas.  
Western Gerygone  Gerygone fusca: One highlight of Wyperfeld was a Western Gerygone 

performing well with song and views. 
Striated Thornbill  Acanthiza lineata: Seen well on first day in the Dandenong area then again around 

Heathcote-Greytown National Park while chasing Speckled Warbler (we were, the 
thornbill wasn’t). 

Yellow Thornbill  Acanthiza nana: Small group around Deniliquin, then a couple more the next day 
near to Mildura. 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill  Acanthiza chrysorrhoa: This attractive thornbill was seen quite often as 
they flit from the ground to perch, calling most of the time.  

Chestnut-rumped Thornbill  Acanthiza uropygialis: Seen in Wyperfeld and at the Gluepot Reserve 
busily moving through the bush in small flocks. 

Buff-rumped Thornbill  Acanthiza reguloides: Seen well while looking for the Speckled Warblers near 
to Heathcote. As with other pale-eyed thornbills they spend much of the time at ground 
level. 

Slender-billed Thornbill  Acanthiza iredalei: Seen well at Middle Beach, north of Adelaide, where the 
race concerned is rosinae. 

Tasmanian Thornbill  Acanthiza ewingii: Seen on two days in Tassie and offering good comparisons 
with Brown Thornbill at times. Rufous primaries edgings and the white vent are very 
useful field marks. The crown is plain compared to the lightly scalloped Brown, but this 
can be tricky to see unless at very close range.  

Inland Thornbill  Acanthiza apicalis: Only seen briefly at Gluepot and then very well at Brachina 
Gorge with the Yellow-footed Rock-Wallabies as a side show! This form is sometimes 
lumped in Brown Thornbill A. pusilla. 

Brown Thornbill  Acanthiza pusilla: Commonly seen in the Victorian forest and scrub and then not 
again until Tassie. 

Southern Whiteface  Aphelocephala leucopsis: Always a treat to see these attractive little birds as they 
scurry about the ground. Seen at Hattah, Gluepot, Waikerie and on to Morgan.  
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Chestnut-breasted Whiteface  Aphelocephala pectoralis: A pair seen well near Lyndhurst at the usual 
site. Found very easily this year as they called well for us. 

 
PARDALOTIDAE 
Spotted Pardalote  Pardalotus punctatus: Common in southern forests and coasts and Tasmania. The 

yellow-rumped form (xanthopygus) was seen in the mallee areas of Victoria. 
Forty-spotted Pardalote  Pardalotus quadragintus: Fortunately at the protected sites we visit we are 

still able to see this gem and this year we got great looks at a couple of pairs. Interestingly 
we see Spotted and Striated at the same site for comparison. Classified as endangered by 
BirdLife International, the population is estimated at around 3,840 and is currently stable. 
About 60% of occupied habitat is reserved, but on private land, habitat continues to be 
lost because of clearance, sheep-grazing, subdivision and urban development. In the 
past, these developments on the Tasmanian mainland appear to have allowed the 
aggressive honeyeater, Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala, and the introduced 
Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaehollandiae, to invade the species’ habitat. Wildfire 
that retards regrowth of E. viminalis can also be a threat, particularly for isolated 
populations. 

Red-browed Pardalote  Pardalotus rubricatus: We were delighted to find an excellent male at the start 
of the Strzelecki Track. 

Striated Pardalote  Pardalotus striatus: At least three races of this sp seen: nominate striatus, 
substriatus and ornatus. All these have yellow or red-tipped marks on the wings and a 
varying width white stripe on the folded primaries. Previously split Christidis & Boles and 
others currently lump all forms together. 

 
MELIPHAGIDAE 
Eastern Spinebill  Acanthorhynchus tenuirostris: Only seen early in the tour, well worth seeing 

anytime though as they flit noisily around. 
Pied Honeyeater  Certhionyx variegates: Young males and females seen at the northern end of the 

Strzelecki Track. Certainly an adult male would have been good but still an attractive and 
difficult honeyeater. 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater  Lichenostomus chrysops: A bird of the wetter eastern forests, seen well in 
the Dandenong Ranges. 

Singing Honeyeater  Lichenostomus virescens: Always a surprise to see these on the coast at Point 
Lonsdale when essentially they are a bird of the inland. Seen well in the Riverland region 
and the central tracks. 

White-eared Honeyeater  Lichenostomus leucotis: Good sightings around the Great Ocean Road and 
Deniliquin of this largish honeyeater. 

Yellow-throated Honeyeater  Lichenostomus flavicollis: This Tasmanian endemic was commonly seen 
in Tasmania. 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater  Lichenostomus melanops: Three seen in Clunes Forest during our 
afternoon of many honeyeaters.  

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater  Lichenostomus ornatus: This noisy honeyeater was seen well in mallee 
areas at Wyperfeld, Hattah and Gluepot. 

Grey-fronted Honeyeater  Lichenostomus plumulus: We eventually caught up with a few in the 
Brachina Gorge portion of the Flinders Ranges National Park. 

Fuscous Honeyeater  Lichenostomus fuscus:  Seen near at Clunes and in the Heathcote area, both in 
Victoria. 

White-plumed Honeyeater  Lichenostomus penicillatus: Nicknamed ‘Greenie” by Victorian’s this 
common honeyeater was seen well many times. 

White-fronted Honeyeater  Purnella albifrons: A truly comical looking bird and a great wanderer after 
flowering bushes, particularly eremophila or Emu Bush. Seen well in the Gluepot Reserve 
and the Flinders Ranges and again very well at the Arid Lands Botanical Gardens, in Port 
Augusta. 
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Noisy Miner  Manorina melanocephala: Very commonly found all over southern parts of the trip, 
including a few even in Tasmania. 

Black-eared Miner  Manorina melanotis: One of our main targets in Gluepot where we scrutinized 
several shy miner flocks. Identification was not straightforward as hybrids are rife (indeed 
all birds may have some hybrid genes in them), but we saw several which fitted the 
current criteria. Pete followed up on the colour ringed-bird. Unfortunately a ring was 
missing, but four of the five ringed with blue over orange were ringed as Black-eared 
Miners and one as a hybrid (the latter in 1998). Species-level distinction of melanotis was 
also followed by Christidis and Boles (1994) and here too, because of the significant 
ecological and behavioural differences (Clarke et al. 2001). Classified as Endangered by 
BirdLife International, the population is estimated at 245 and decreasing. The 
fundamental reason for its decline is the clearance of the majority of favourable habitat. 
The result has been replacement in habitat remnants by Yellow-throated Miner. 
Interbreeding between this species and Black-eared Miner is now the greatest threat. 
Yellow-throated Miner has effectively swamped most remaining populations. Much 
remaining habitat in Victoria and New South Wales has been burnt within the last 25 
years. Isolated colonies have a low rate of recruitment, either as a result of elevated rates 
of nest-predation or as a result of emigration from the natal colony. 

Yellow-throated Miner  Manorina flavigula: Often seen after Rainbow, through Gluepot, the Riverland 
and South Australia, including right up the tracks. 

Blue-faced Honeyeater  Entomyzon cyanotis: Great looks on several occasions, the first being at our 
lunch stop on our Heathcote day. 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater  Acanthagenys rufogularis: First seen at Point Lonsdale and just as much 
out of place here as Singing Honeyeater is! Seen regularly from north of Port Campbell, 
Deniliquin, Wyperfeld, and throughout South Australia. 

Brush Wattlebird  Anthochaera chrysoptera: Seen from Wilson’s Promontory and around coastal 
Victoria and again in Tasmania. This form was sometimes lumped in Little Wattlebird A. 
lunulata (of south-western Australia). Rather confusingly, Simpson & Day use the name 
Little Wattlebird for this species and the name Western Wattlebird for lunulata! Little 
Wattlebird Anthochaera lunulata and Brush Wattlebird A. chrysoptera are now separated 
by Christidis & Boles with Little in the west and Brush in the east. 

Red Wattlebird  Anthochaera carunculata: Commonly seen in all of the well-vegetated parts of the 
mainland, but absent from Tasmania. 

Yellow Wattlebird  Anthochaera paradoxa: This striking Tassie endemic is fortunately easy to see in 
Tasmania’s forests and gardens and didn’t disappoint this year with its outrageous wattles 
and calls. 

Crimson Chat  Epthianura tricolor: Excellent views of several groups of this attractive species along 
the Strzelecki and Birdsville Tracks. Note that Christidis & Boles now include the 
Australian chats in with the Honeyeaters (Meliphagidae), though regardless of where 
they’re placed, they’re still exciting to see. Makes our total honeyeater number bigger 
with 35!  

Orange Chat  Epthianura aurifrons: First seen at Wakool Salt Works on our way to Deniliquin, we 
then saw others at the Plains-wanderer spot and then on the Birdsville track. Juveniles of 
this species (which we saw twice) presented identification problems with juvenile Yellow 
Chats but the calls pointed to this species. I guess if you saw a juvenile Yellow Chat, it 
may well be equally distinctive! 

White-fronted Chat  Epthianura albifrons: Seen well along coastal Victoria and Tasmania. Quite a 
stunner really when good views are obtained. 

Gibberbird  Ashbyia lovensis: We eventually found a party of five birds by the roadside along the 
Strzelecki Track after much gibber plain driving. Rather an attractive species too. 

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater  Glyciphila melanops: Only seen once on the Wilson’s Promontory but 
luckily the views were good. 
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Crescent Honeyeater  Phylidonyris pyrrhopterus: Seen well in the Dandenong Ranges and Wilson’s 
Promontory areas, and again on Tasmania. Great call: “E-gypt”. 

New Holland Honeyeater  Phylidonyris novaehollandiae:  Seen on several occasions. They usually 
turn up with a squeak and then their constant chattering makes you wish you hadn’t 
squeaked. 

Black-chinned Honeyeater  Melithreptus gularis: Seen well in Honeyeater Heaven at Clunes Forest, 
where we had great looks at a couple that came in to the call. 

Strong-billed Honeyeater  Melithreptus validirostris: This endemic was seen well on Tasmania. Their 
bark tearing antics being amusing to watch. Not that difficult this year but can be tricky to 
get on to.  

Brown-headed Honeyeater  Melithreptus brevirostris: Only two birds this year at Clunes. 
White-naped Honeyeater  Melithreptus lunatus: Seen in the Dandenong Ranges and Bendigo. 
Black-headed Honeyeater  Melithreptus affinis: Much the commoner of the two Tassie Melithreptus. 

Seen at Truganini and on Bruny Island. A pair were seen nest building near Hobart as 
well.  

Noisy Friarbird  Philemon corniculatus: Seen at a drinks stop as we were driving to Deniliquin. 
Striped Honeyeater  Plectorhyncha lanceolata: This attractive and melodious honeyeater was seen 

very well near to Deniliquin and was then heard in Gluepot. 
Painted Honeyeater  Grantiella picta: Honeyeater Heaven indeed. We were delighted to find at least 

three pairs in Mistletoe infested woodland at Clunes, near Bendigo. A stunner and 
particularly hard to come across most years. Not to be expected! This species is classified 
as Near Threatened by BirdLife International. It is sparsely distributed from southern 
Victoria and south-eastern South Australia to far northern Queensland and eastern 
Northern Territory, Australia. Greatest concentrations, and almost all breeding, occurs 
south of 26°S, on the inland slopes of the Great Dividing Range between the Grampians, 
Victoria, and Roma, Queensland. After April, birds migrate to semi-arid regions, 
including north-eastern South Australia, central and western Queensland and central 
Northern Territory. There are no recent records from southern South Australia, and the 
species has also declined in abundance in western New South Wales, central Victoria 
and probably from north-central Queensland. The population may number c50,000 
individuals, and is likely to be declining. Much of its habitat has been cleared altogether 
or has been reduced to ageing, widely-spaced trees. Given its dependence on woodland, 
the observed declines are assumed to indicate a continuing reduction in overall density 
of over half its range. 

 
POMATOSTOMIDAE 
Grey-crowned Babbler  Pomatostomus temporalis: Five near to Deniliquin represented this year’s 

only sighting. Family parties of this and all the babblers are always entertaining and 
usually obliging. 

White-browed Babbler  Pomatostomus superciliosus: Bendigo, Deniliquin, Wyperfeld and Gluepot 
all offered up this species, though by far the most confiding ones were those at the Arid 
Lands Botanical Gardens in Port Augusta. 

Chestnut-crowned Babbler  Pomatostomus ruficeps: Seen on a few occasions including a breeding 
party on an attractive plain at Hattah-Kulkyne NP, with others at Yarrara NP, the 
Eromophila Park and Gluepot. This is probably the hardest of these three to get on to but 
being habitat specific helps. 

 
EUPETIDAE 
Chestnut Quail-thrush  Cinclosoma castanotum: Half of the group got a good look at a confiding bird 

in Wyperfeld (when we got split-up looking for Malleefowls) and the rest of us eventually 
saw it well in the Gluepot Reserve. 

Cinnamon Quail-thrush  Cinclosoma cinnamomeum: Up to five birds were seen well on the 
Strzelecki Track. 
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Eastern Whipbird  Psophodes olivaceus: Seen well after a bit of effort in Sherbrooke Forest in the 
Dandenongs and heard on the Wilson’s Promontory. 

Chirruping Wedgebill  Psophodes cristatus: After several fleeting glimpses at Chinaman’s Creek and 
along the tracks, a pair finally showed very well in the Arid Lands Botanical Gardens in 
Port Augusta. 

 
NEOSITTIDAE 
Varied Sittella  Daphoenositta chrysoptera: Our first were at Clunes Forest, near to Bendigo, and 

others were seen near to Heathcote and at Wyperfeld. Small flocks of these “Aussie 
nuthatches” were great to see. Their habit of dropping down like a sycamore leaf when 
squeaked-in is a real buzz. 

 
CAMPEPHAGIDAE 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina novaehollandiae: Seen well every few days, often flying along 

and showing their distinctive wing-flicking on landing (as indeed do most cuckoo-shrikes. 
White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina papuensis: A couple seen at Clunes gave great views. We had 

to stop looking at honeyeaters for a moment! 
White-winged Triller  Lalage sueurii: Another of our attractive black and white birds seen well at 

Clunes, Wyperfeld, Deniliquin and also on the desert tracks. Christidis & Boles lump this 
form in White-shouldered Triller L. sueurii of Indonesia, using the name White-winged 
Triller for the enlarged species. 

 
PACHYCEPHALIDAE 
Crested Shrike-tit  Falcunculus frontatus: The nominate ‘Eastern’ race was seen and heard well at 

Sherbrooke Forest on our first day. Simpson & Day and others split off the form 
leucogaster of southwestern Australia as Western Shrike-tit and the form whitei of the 
‘Top End’, as Northern Shrike-tit, naming the residual frontatus Eastern Shrike-tit. 

Olive Whistler  Pachycephala olivacea: Relatively common and vocal in its home areas of the 
Dandenong Range, coastal Victorian and Tasmanian forests. Several showed well 
including a stunner perched on the feeding table to share an Orange-bellied Parrot’s 
lunch. 

Red-lored Whistler  Pachycephala rufogularis: One or perhaps two birds were eventually seen well at 
Gluepot where we were able to access some of the more restricted areas. An extremely 
difficult Aussie bird to get onto at any time of the year, and ours gave us the run-around 
for a while! This species is listed as Near Threatened by BirdLife International. It is 
restricted to eastern South Australia and adjacent north-western Victoria, Australia, with 
outlying populations in mallee isolates in New South Wales. The population may number 
fewer than 10,000 mature individuals, and the area of occupancy has at least halved, 
mostly during the first half of the 20th century. Clearance of mallee has undoubtedly 
reduced the range of the species and may continue to do so in New South Wales. In 
remaining habitat, it prefers a vegetation age of at least five years after fire. Fires made 
90% of Billiat Conservation Park unsuitable in 1988, as well as large tracts of Ngarkat 
Conservation Park and the Big Desert in 1986-1988. Over a period of 20 years, it has 
been replaced by Gilbert's Whistler P. inornata at Chapman’s Bore and parts of the 
western Murray Mallee, probably as a result of changes in habitat. The relationship 
between the two species is not well understood and, because of their similar appearance, 
interbreeding would be hard to detect. Numbers and area of occupancy may still be 
declining. 

Gilbert’s Whistler  Pachycephala inornata: First seen at Gulpa Island State Forest near to Deniliquin, 
and also seen at Yarrara NP and at Gluepot where territorial males all obliged with 
stunning views. 

Golden Whistler  Pachycephala pectoralis: Seen on our first day in Sherbrooke, then on Great Ocean 
Road before re-uniting with them again in Tasmania. 
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Rufous Whistler  Pachycephala rufiventris: Often encountered throughout southern Australia’s forest 
in the first ten days. A great songster which was heard often. 

Grey Shrike-thrush  Colluricincla harmonica: Another great forest singer, that was heard more than it 
was seen. Birds were mostly of the nominate form but rufiventris was identified in the 
Flinders Ranges and strigata on Tasmania. 

Crested Bellbird  Oreoica gutturalis: Seen on the Nowingi track in Hattah-Kulkyne NP and heard 
occasionally after that. 

 
ORIOLIDAE 
Olive-backed Oriole  Oriolus sagittatus: Just the one bird at Clunes this year. We really only just get 

into the edge of this species’ range. 
 
ARTAMIDAE 
White-breasted Woodswallow  Artamus leucorynchus: Just one during the drive to Deniliquin and 

then more on the Strzelecki and Birdsville tracks. I’ve always been floored by the soft 
downy look of woodswallows and this year was no exception. 

Masked Woodswallow  Artamus personatus: The first flock we encountered was, as is often the case, 
with the next species during our afternoon excursion near to Rainbow. We then found 
larger numbers the next day at Hattah. Also seen on the drive to the Flinders Ranges and 
along the Birdsville Track. 

White-browed Woodswallow  Artamus superciliosus: Hard to say it’s the best wood-swallow: but it 
is! Large flocks, which we saw near to Rainbow and Hattah, always had Masked with 
them. 

Black-faced Woodswallow  Artamus cinereus: First picked up at Clunes, near to Bendigo (by Alan), 
and around Deniliquin and the desert tracks. 

Dusky Woodswallow  Artamus cyanopterus: Seen at Bendigo, Heathcote, Wyperfeld and sites in the 
south of Southern Australia and Tasmania. Many good views of this the most often seen 
wood-swallow.  

Grey Butcherbird  Cracticus torquatus: This and the Australian Magpie have two of the best songs in 
the country and pleasing to see it at many locations starting on the first day in the 
Dandenongs. 

Pied Butcherbird  Cracticus nigrogularis: The inland counterpart and equally talented vocally, seen 
near Deniliquin and Waikerie, often on roadside posts, trees or wires. 

Australian Magpie  Cracticus tibicen: The great sound of a caroling Magpie in the morning or indeed 
throughout the day is brilliant. Seen somewhere every day. 

Pied Currawong  Strepera graculina: Picked up by its call and wing flashes in the Otway Ranges on 
two days. 

Black Currawong  Strepera fuliginosa: This Tasmanian endemic was seen well on Bruny Island before 
the start of a forest walk, when our attention was drawn to it by its superb calls. 

Grey Currawong  Strepera versicolor: Seen in small numbers all through the forests of southern 
Victorian and South Australia in its various forms. Tasmania gave up race arguta, Clinking 
Currawong, formerly split and as always a potential for a future split with differing 
vocalizations. 

 
RHIPIDURIDAE 
Grey Fantail  Rhipidura albiscapa: A bird of southern forests and coasts though not the deserts. Seen 

well all over much of the south and in Tasmania. Christidis & Boles treat the albiscapa 
group of Australia and Melanesia as distinct from the fuliginosa group of New Zealand 
and Lord Howe Island, which they name New Zealand Fantail. 

Willie Wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys: The ubiquitous Willie Wagtail: commonly seen roadside 
almost daily as it plays chicken with approaching vehicles. In 31 years though I’ve never 
seen a road-kill so it’s very good at it. 
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CORVIDAE 
Australian Raven  Corvus coronoides: The largest of the ravens distinguished by its very large throat 

hackles. Seen well around Bendigo, Deniliquin, etc. 
Forest Raven  Corvus tasmanicus: The common coastal raven around the Wilson’s Promontory and 

through the Otway Ranges to Port Campbell, and of course, the only Raven on Tasmania. 
Little Raven  Corvus mellori: Replaces Forest Raven around Melbourne and inland Victoria, southern 

New South Wales and southern South Australis.  
Little Crow  Corvus bennetti: The smaller desert crow, seen in large numbers on the Strzelecki and 

Birdsville Tracks. As with the other corvids, call helps to separate them. 
 
MONARCHIDAE 
Satin Flycatcher  Myiagra cyanoleuca: Seen in shifts in Tasmania along the Truganini track by 

separate groups brought on by our Melaleuca flights requiring us to split up. 
Restless Flycatcher  Myiagra inquieta: A nesting pair seen in Gulpa Island State Forest were the only 

ones encountered. 
Leaden Flycatcher  Myiagra rubecula: Seen well while we were looking for the Speckled Warblers 

near to Heathcote. 
Magpie-lark  Grallina cyanoleuca: Seen daily in the southern section around gardens, service stations, 

parks and woodland. Christidis & Boles includes this species in the Monarchidae, 
although it is often placed (together with Torrent Lark G. bruijni) in its own family 
Grallinidae. 

 
CORCORACIDAE 
White-winged Chough  Corcorax melanorhamphos: Another comical black and white bird that we 

saw from Bendigo to Waikerie. 
Apostlebird  Struthidea cinerea: Seen around the campsite at Hattah then Daniel saw them near to 

Deniliquin and we saw loads more in the Flinders Ranges! 
 
PETROICIDAE 
Jacky Winter  Microeca fascinans: A nesting bird at Clunes was another diversion from the 

honeyeater flocks, and fairly common in the mallee and other dry forests. 
Scarlet Robin  Petroica boodang: Seen well at Heathcote and then more on Tassie. Striking with its 

red, black and white plumage. Christidis & Boles split the Australian mainland forms (the 
boodang group) as a species distinct from the multicolor group of Melanesia, Polynesia 
and Norfolk Island, which they name Pacific Robin. 

Red-capped Robin  Petroica goodenovii: Wyperfeld and Deniliquin were our best sightings of this 
inland woodland robin. Similarly striking, as indeed are most of Australia’s ‘robins’. 

Flame Robin  Petroica phoenicea: Male and female seen well on Bruny Island alongside a dam. 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International, it occurs in upland areas of 
south-east continental Australia and in Tasmania. In winter some birds migrate from 
Tasmania to the mainland and from upland areas to lowland plains. Although still 
numerous, with a population likely to exceed a million individuals, a strong decline in 
reporting rate has occurred over the last 25 years combined with a contraction from the 
fringes of its winter range. As much of its breeding range is in uncleared upland forests 
and it overwinters in agricultural lands, the most likely explanation for the decline is a 
rise in temperature. This has been greater in south-east Australia than anywhere else on 
the continent. 

Rose Robin  Petroica rosea: A great co-operative male seen the first day in Sherbrooke. 
Pink Robin  Petroica rodinogaster: Terrific views along the Truganini Track in Hobart’s suburbs and 

on Bruny Island 
Hooded Robin  Melanodryas cucullata: Seen around Wyperfeld in small numbers and again near to 

Rainbow (where the woodswallows were) and in Gluepot. 
Dusky Robin  Melanodryas vittata: A Bruny Island speciality, seen there well. 



28 Birdquest: Southern Australia & Tasmania 2007 
 

Eastern Yellow Robin  Eopsaltria australis: Picked up the first day in Sherbrooke Forest and then 
around Otway Ranges. 

Southern Scrub-robin  Drymodes brunneopygia: Wonderfully obliging at Gluepot with a pair at a 
known nesting area. 

 
ALAUDIDAE 
Horsfield’s Bushlark  Mirafra javanica: Only seen on the plains before the spotlighting night 

commenced. This species is now treated as specifically distinct from Singing Bushlark M. 
cantillans of Africa and Arabia. Confusingly some Australian guides use this English name 
for M. horsfieldi. 

Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis: An introduction heard often and seen in Victoria and Tasmania 
just to help you remember Blighty. The one in Australia is identified as A. a. arvensis and 
a candidate for a split from European one. 

 
CISTICOLIDAE 
Golden-headed Cisticola  Cisticola exilis: Only seen by Pete’s car load along the Powlett River in 

southern Victoria. 
 
ACROCEPHALIDAE 
Australian Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus australis: First seen and heard around Port Campbell and 

present at most wetland thereafter. Mitochondrial DNA sequence studies of Leisler et 
al.(1997) and Helbig and Seibold (1999) provided compelling evidence for treating A. 
australis as a separate species. Similarly, these two studies also confirm the treatment of 
A. orientalis as a species separate from A. arundinaceus. According to these studies, A. 
orientalis and A. stentoreus are sister species, while A. australis is closely related to A. 
vaughani. 

 
MEGALURIDAE 
Little Grassbird  Megalurus gramineus: Seen well at Port Campbell. Heard on another day near 

Geelong and seen well along the Birdsville Track at Clayton Wetlands. 
Rufous Songlark  Cincloramphus mathewsi: Great views of an obliging bird in Clunes Forest, and one 

or two others seen by some along the Strzelecki Track. 
Brown Songlark  Cincloramphus cruralis: On paddocks from just before Bendigo and then around 

plains at Deniliquin before our spotlighting night for Plain-wanderer. Difference in size 
between the sexes is interesting. 

 
TIMALIIDAE 
Silvereye  Zosterops lateralis: Seen well early on and then again on Tasmania where the local race is 

the migratory lateralis (to add to race familiaris in Victoria). 
 
HIRUNDINIDAE 
White-backed Swallow  Cheramoeca leucosterna: Not seen until the Strzelecki Track where we had 

excellent views of many around sandhill country there and along the Birdsville Track. A 
superb looking swallow. 

Welcome Swallow  Hirundo neoxena: Common and widespread and seen on most days  
Fairy Martin  Petrochelidon ariel:  Hardly seen until after Hattah-Kulkyne NP then seen on most 

culverts and creek beds. The colony along the Strzelecki Track, at Montecollina Bore, 
was most entertaining. 

Tree Martin  Petrochelidon nigricans:  Common at Wyperfeld, Hattah, Deniliquin and the desert area. 
 
TURDIDAE 
Bassian Thrush  Zoothera lunulata: Only seen by leaders, with one at Sherbrooke and another on 

Bruny Island! 
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Common Blackbird  Turdus merula: This introduction was seen in many areas of Victoria and 
Tasmania. 

 
STURNIDAE 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris: Sadly this introduction is also living up to its name of Common. 

Many hole-nesters would be suffering with the arrival of this one all those years ago. 
Common Myna  Sturnus tristis: Another hole stealing introduction seen often in the south. 
 
NECTARINIIDAE 
Mistletoebird  Dicaeum hirundinaceum: A few seen with birds noted at Sherbrooke, Bendigo. 

Deniliquin and Port Augusta.  
 
ESTRILDIDAE 
Zebra Finch  Taeniopygia guttata: This delightful finch was first seen at Deniliquin then in good 

numbers on the Strzelecki and Birdsville Tracks. 
Red-browed Finch  Neochmia temporalis: First seen on Phillip Island and also seen in the Otway 

Ranges and near to Heathcote. Surprisingly, these were our only sightings of this rather 
common finch. 

Diamond Firetail  Stagonopleura guttata: Seen very well near to Heathcote where our local expert 
pointed out the twenty remaining bushes of this bird’s habitat. Curiously people are still 
able to destroy native bushes in National Parks! 

Beautiful Firetail  Stagonopleura bella: Seen well in Tassie on Bruny and at Melaleuca. Another 
enterprising bird benefiting from the Orange-bellied Parrot conservation efforts. 

 
PASSERIDAE 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus: Introduced department, seen commonly! 
 
MOTACILLIDAE 
Australasian Pipit  Anthus novaeseelandiae: Seen on many occasions in good numbers from 

Deniliquin and Bendigo onwards. Simpson & Day use the name Richard’s Pipit for this 
species but it is now known as Australasian Pipit following the splitting off of richardi and 
other forms found outside Australasia into a series of separate species. 

 
FRINGILLIDAE 
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis: Pretty & common but still an introduction. Seen in many 

areas. 
Common Greenfinch  Chloris chloris: Around Phillip Island in Southern Victoria, an intro too. 
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MAMMALS  
Platypus  Ornithorhynchus anatinus: One seen near Hobart quite well although they always show as 

much as your average iceberg: that is 2/3 of the animal is always submerged! 
Short-beaked Echidna  Tachyglossus aculeatus: Excellent views of what appeared to be a young 

rufous coloured one on Bruny Island until it buried its head in typical defence 
mechanism. 

Eastern Quoll  Dasyurus viverrinus: We enjoyed a sensational night near to Sorrell with this 
fascinating beast. Locally called Native Cat we had one or two on the road and roadside 
before finding at least ten more in a field! Squeaking brings them inquisitively in and we 
saw one down to around three metres! Brilliant stuff! 

Fat-tailed  Dunnart Sminthopsis crassicaudata: Great views of one seen scurrying about grassland 
while spotlighting at Deniliquin. 

Koala  Phascolarctos cinereus: A real treat on our first full day, watching our first one bound across a 
garden and then a field, before attempting to climb a tree. The fact that he couldn’t get up 
the tree made him highly entertaining. We were amazed to then come across around 20 
of these in the forests of the Otway Ranges offering brilliant views. Stopping for these also 
got us onto a Tawny Frogmouth with good spotting by Pete. 

Common Brushtail Possum  Trichosurus vulpecula: A few seen each time we went out with lights on 
Tassie. Comical when running! Sadly too many roadkills on Tassie. 

Common Ringtail Possum  Pseudochirops peregrinus: Hmmm, Peregrine Possum seems a much 
better name to me! A mother and baby emerged out of a scratched tree in Gulpa Island 
State Forest with more seen on Tasmania later. 

Western Grey Kangaroo  Macropus fuliginosus: The range merges with Eastern Grey in areas we visit. 
More dark brown coloured than the Eastern one and more common for the majority of 
our trip. Kangaroo numbers are down though due to drought. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo  Macropus giganteus: Seen in a few places with good numbers on the 
Deniliquin plains. 

Euro (Common Wallaroo)  Macropus robustus: Seen well in the Flinders Ranges. A large rock-
inhabiting beast with a shaggy coat. 

Red-necked Wallaby  Macropus rufogriseus: Many seen on Tassie spotlighting nights and a couple on 
Bruny in the daytime. 

Red Kangaroo  Macropus rufus: A few sightings of this emblematic kangaroo starting in the 
Deniliquin area and on through the central tracks.  

Yellow-footed Rock-Wallaby  Petrogale xanthopus: Ahhhh! What a cracker, seen well in Brachina 
Gorge in the Flinders Ranges.  

Rufous-bellied Pademelon (Tasmanian)  Thylogale billardierii: Only seen on our spotlighting night on 
Tasmania,  but was in good numbers. The neat rounded face appeals. 

Black Wallaby (Swamp)  Wallabia bicolor: Good looks, first at Wilson’s Promontory National Park 
and then at various other areas. 

[Gould’s Wattled Bat  Chalinolobus gouldi. Bats seen emerging from a dead tree in Gulpa Island SF 
were thought to be probably this species by our local expert. Geographical distribution 
probably separates from Common Bent-wing Bat too.] 

Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes: A few of these introduced killers seen, sadly, one seen by Alan with a 
Swamphen in its jaws at the Cotters Lake track. 

House Cat  Felis catus Seen on a number of occasions; we all know how much damage they (and 
foxes) do and here in Australia as well as world-wide very little is being done to contain 
or eradicate them! We could do with a few New Zealanders here as they have done a 
good job getting rid of them on numerous islands! 

Australian Fur-Seal  Arctocephalus pusillus: Many on The Nobbies off Phillip Island. 
Hog-Deer  Cervus porcinus: This introduction seen fleetingly at Cotters Lake on the walk to the 

beach. 
Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus: Introduced and seen reasonably often. Menkhorst & Knight lump this 

form in Cape Hare L. capensis, using the name Brown Hare for the enlarged species. 
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European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus: Introduced and common. 
Goat   (Feral Goat)  Capra hircus  (NL): Seen at Gluepot, but knowing whether they were truly feral or 

not is hard to know! 
 
 
AND A FEW OF THE REPTILES 
Bearded Dragon  Pogona barbata: Seen on a couple of occasions.  
Gould’s Goanna  Varanus gouldii: On distribution this was most likely the goanna or monitor seen. 
Eastern Blue Tongued Lizard  Tiliqua scincoides: Seen once in Victoria. 
Shingle Back Lizard  Trachydosaurus rugosus: Seen in a couple of places (Alan calls this Stumpy-

tailed which is much neater0! 
Eastern Brown Snake  Pseudonaja textilis: Brown snakes seen on a number of occasions. Classified as 

DANGEROUS. 
Mulga or King Brown Snake  Pseudechis australis: One seen near Waikerie. Classified as 

DANGEROUS. 



APPENDIX 1 
 
RESULTS FROM THE BIRD OF THE TRIP VOTE
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1st   PLAINS-WANDERER  (above, at Deniliquin)
2nd  Letter-winged Kite (right, along the Strzelecki Track)
3rd   Grey Falcon (below, along the Birdsville Track)

(All photos taken by Pete Morris during the tour)
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4th   Tasmanian Masked Owl, Hobart, (top left)
5th   Striated Grasswren, Gluepot, (top right)
6th    Powerful Owl, Heathcote, (above - adult and juvenile)
7th   Malleefowl, Eremophila Reserve, (above right)
8th   Pink Robin, Bruny Island, Tasmania, (right)
9th   Ground Parrot (sorry no photo)

10th Beautiful Firetail, Melaleuca, Tasmania, (below)



And the best of the rest...

The vast outback is one of the great attractions of this tour, and we 
really do visit some extremely remote areas, none more so that the 
Mungerannie Roadhouse (top left), which was hit by an amazing dust 
storm (top right) during our visit! Outback goodies included (above, 
from left to right) the semi-nocturnal Inland Dotterel, and Thick-billed 
and the localized Short-tailed Grasswrens and (below, from left to 
right) the rare Chestnut-breasted Whiteface, Gibberchat, and the gor-
geous Yellow-footed Rock-Wallaby.
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Pink-eared and Freckled Ducks (top row) are two nomad-
ic ducks that often occur in wetlands in dry areas. Above 
(from left to right), Australian Crake showed well on a 
number of occasions, on Tasmania, we found the globally 
threatened Hooded Plover, and at Port Augusta, we found 
a small group of the nomadic Banded Stilt. Cape Barren 
Goose (below) is one of the world’s rarest geese. Hone-
yeaters are a major feature of the Australian avifauna, and 
good ones we saw included White-fronted Honeyeater 
(left) and the rare Painted Honeyeater (bottom left).

35  Birdquest: Southern Australia & Tasmania 2007



Australia has the world’s best parrots and the proof is here! 
The rare Orange-bellied Parrot (top left) is critically endan-
gered and the gorgeous Pink Cockatoo (top right) seems to 
be suffering in the drought. Long-billed Corella (left) and 
Australian King Parrot are both doing well, whereas the 
aptly-named Superb Parrot has a pretty restricted range. Two 
fascinating nightbirds that we saw in broad daylight were 
the rufous morph of Tawny Frogmouth (below centre) and 
the superb Australian Owlet-Nightjar.
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