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Bhutan —

Birding the Land of the

Thunder Dragon
28 March-17 April 2008

Kaziranga (India) Extension
17-22 April 2008

Guides: Christian Boix and Josh Engel with Norbu
A Tropical Birding Custom Tour

All photos taken on this tour by the guides
and participant lan Fulton.

INTRODUCTION

Bhutan, a country steeped in tradition but movimgards modernization, has the highest percentagenadining forest cover of any country
on earth. Access to this prime birding area, tbatame forest of the eastern Himalayas, has loeg bé#ficult, but birders have begun taking
advantage of Bhutan opening its doors to touri$tsis provides access to a wide variety of rarelatelknown birds, many of which we saw
on this year's tour, including Satyr Tragopan, Hayan Monal, Ward's Trogon, Beautiful Nuthatch,r8ler-billed Scimitar-Babbler,
Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler, Dark-rumped SwiftfdRig-necked Hornbill and Yellow-rumped Honeyguidée birding was truly
exceptional. There always seemed to be sometbilgpk at, and even when there wasn't, there weasehse that anything was just about to
pop up. With so much intact forest, mammals abouNg had numerous sightings of the beautiful Weltbroated Marten, but the
undoubted mammal highlight was having prolongeavsief a mother and cub Himalayan black bear feedimg hillside opposite where we
stood.

Despite the incredible prevalence of birds and malsymve managed to fit in some great cultural &os; visiting several of Bhutan's
impressive and imposing dzongs, as well as moriasté¢extile factories and markets. As if thateverenough, we got to eat delicious
Bhutanese food every day; the camping crew oftemghng it to us right while we were birding in th@rest. Bhutan is a remarkable
country--the world's newest democracy, no less-witlit modernization gaining traction, it is bestvisit soon!

Christian continued on to Kaziranga National Parkidia, home to a very healthy large mammal pamrieand some excellent birding.
Besides some great birds like Bengal Floricana@reAdjutant, Swamp Francolin, Barred ButtonquRéd-headed and

Slender-billed Vultures, Grey-headed and PallatifHagle, Brown Fish Owl and Spotted Owlet, BlupethPitta, Yellow-eyed Babbler,
Chestnut-capped Babbler, Greater Necklaced Laugiringh, Finn's Weaver, etc. Mammal sightings wégatfjul, with daily sigtings

of Indian One-horned Rhino, Asian Elephant, ancheverief Tiger sighting, and Hoolocks Gibbon beindefinite highlight.

In essence, the Bhutan part of the tour yieldedsg#®ies seen (plus 7 heard) and 17 mammals (@lotling unidentified batsyhile the

Kaziranga extension added 102 new birds and 1Qiaddi mammals. This makes the prospect of a coetbBhutan and Kaziranga NP
extension, to yield ca.450 species in 24 dayspeg!
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The Punakha Dzong is located at the confluence ofb rivers. - : <8
(Christian Boix) A pair of Rufous-necked Horbills, a rare species tht thrives in

Bhutan's extensive forests. (Josh Engel)

DAILY LOG
March 28, Day 1: Arrival in Paro.

The flights into Delhi lined up beautifully and bpon most of the group had gathered in Delhi froenWK, Scotland and South Africa whilst
others had made their way into the kingdom via Bakg

At the Delhi airport hall we compared runway siggg gathered during the transfer between domestiéréernational terminals. Everyone
has managed to clock Red-wattled Lapwing, EuraS@tared Dove, Rose-ringed Parakeet, Common MyrdaPaed Bushchat. Whilst
checking in for our Bhutan-bound flight we enjoytbéd peculiar sense of humour of the Druk Air's gmbpersonnel, with a manager adamant
that no flight was scheduled for today, and a cmer&taff determined there was one and to booknusoard. The "laissez faire" looks of our
e-tickets did not instill much confidence on ugtesy carried this weird header titled DYNAMIC BALI@N HELP....but then when we

looked around to search for peace of mind....aairaense of helplessness reigned at the nextlmgh of Buddha Air and Cosmic Air.
Somehow, it all sorted itself out and before wevkiitave were all seated and headed for Paro vieaN&verest was well tucked in the clouds
and did not spare us a view...but no one missefiyting dzongs and chortens streaming past our aivedas we merrily stooped our way into
the narrow Paro valley, to finally yank up the nbséore touchdown and doing something that feé fkstall and drop landing in the
impressive Paro Airport. BOY did it feel greatite alive!!

Soon enough we were through with custom formaléied meeting our local aide Norbu. A slight drizate fading light was not enough to
put off a lifer-hungry mob to head for the neagastsible site with a chance to sight Ibisbill...4&refore we knew it we were birding the Paro
Chhu (river) bagging on the w&ommon Merganser Red-billed Chough,Hodgson sandPlumbeous Redstartsmassive flocks oPlain
Mountain Finch, River Lapwing, Large-billed Crow, Russet Sparrowand exquisite lookingVvhite Wagtails (ssp.alboides.

We scanned downstream a likely stretch of rivespécting backwaters f&olitary Snipe and other waders...but the cloudszié and fading
light were dampening our hopes...when suddenlying upstream twabisbills paddled their way into a chilly breeze and landea rocky
stream bed opposite ours. The excitement was palpabve approached and planted our scopes antlallgigorged ourselves in point
blank exquisite views of this great looking, muohded and dreamt.....highly desirable specialiym®&nd Wendy who had arrived early and
birded the vicinity of the Paro Dzong came acroksal§ Pheasant, aNorthern Harrier, aYellow-browed Warbler and aRusty-flanked
Treecreeper.

With a broad smile across our souls we gathered thé rest of the group at the Gangtey Palaceayat base to explore Chele La and the
Paro Valley the following mornings. The Palace mow by the current King’s First cousin was beiranaged by his beautiful daughter and
charming wife. The rooms were cozy, en suite, aotable and decorated with traditional cloths arabds, rugs and cushions. The attention
to detail throughout was exquisite, very Zen-likel & took a while to assimilate the richness itedé¢hat goes into traditional Bhutanese
building. The night views over the floodlit Paradhg were mesmerizing and the food...DELICIOUS tiag to many remarks from other
travelers that Bhutan only knows how to cook chili.

March 29, Day 2: Chele La
Since the main targets of today were three pheasanscheduled an early start. By the time thst $un rays tinged the snowcapped
mountains around is into a kaleidoscope of pinlsyere on site and ready to track down Kalij Pheiagss it happens we found it

effortlessly, just feeding next to the road...aadesal times throughout the morning, nearly alwaygroups of 3-4 and ended the day with an
impressive tally oKalij Pheasants(western race) of 17 individuals. Common as they have been we enjoyed every single one of them
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and their bewitching indigo hues. Further on wek&d upon our first covey @&lood Pheasantstwo females and one male, which we
enjoyed at large as they scurried on crisp whitsshowing off every colour they done. A senseleégmpregnated the group as the second
pheasant was bagged. Finally, whilst snaking cay tewards the summit of Chele La our first of ¢igimalayan Monals

appeared...feeding on the side of the road pedggtilworking its way into some scrub. For a fewga-entertaining seconds we watched
this iridescent beacon in disbelief, trying to tewdnat other bird has an equally powerful iridesce whilst a beam of yellows and oranges
glowing into gold smacked our retinas. The feastioaed up the road as another covey was spotigdae male flew up into a tree

providing grandiose and definitive views for all.

The breakfast site, the first one of many, seerheden out of a coffee table book on best picnit¢ssipothe world. Atop Chele La, embedded
in a plantation of white prayer flags, and striegsmaller colourful fraying prayer flags...we eygd hot cups of coffee and tea, a full English
breakfast and some Bhutanese specialties sucteasechnd chili and more chili with beef and ricgaesb warmers.

After breakfast we slowly ambled down the hill,\glp thawing off, regaining our breath and rackinga healthy list of welcome species
such aslack-faced Laughingthrush, Spot-winged Grosbeak, Wite-throated Redstart, Gold-billed Magpie,a superb low soaring adult
Black Eagle,a cruisingVlountain Hawk-Eagle, our first flocks ofSnow PigeonsRosy and Olive-backed Pipits,severaRufous-breasted
Accentors, plentyBlue Whistling-Thrushes, the stunningVhite-collared Blackbird, Small Niltava, a very shyRed-flanked Bluetail,
Blue-fronted Redstart, females only oWhite-throated Redstart, our first of many hundre@hite-browed Fulvettas, Rufous Sibig
White-browed Rosefinch Red-headed Bullfinch Collared andWhite-winged Grosbeaks From a distance we also got teased by calling
Chestnut-crowned LaughingthrushesandHill Partridges . Shortly before lunch, we came across a greak fbdenaking it very simple to
study and enjoy species suchRagous-fronted (Black-browed) Tit, Rufous-vented Tit, Gray-crested Tit, Green-backedandCoal Tits,
Eurasian Treecreeper Other familiar species enjoyed throughout thenimgy wereEurasian Sparrowhawk, Kestrel andBuzzard,

Oriental Turtle Dove, Eurasian Nutcracker, GoldcrestandEurasian Tree Sparrow. After lunch we birded our way down from Chelg La
but birding became painfully slow and very littlasvadded with the only remarkable sightings beipgiaofBrown Parrotbills next to the
road and a covey t¢falij Pheasantscoming out into the fields to feed.

Another scrumptious meal capped a memorable fagtmlthe Kingdom. News that Josh Engel (TB Gult) managed to obtain his visa
and was on his way reached us. Apparently the tneilabassy in Johannesburg was stalling his passpdetr suspicion that he may have
been a US reporter on his way to China to repotherevents taking place.

Ibisbill and Himalayan Monal were two highlights nat only of the first full day, but also of the entire tour. (lan Fulton)

March 30, Day 3: Paro to Thimphu.

Soon after breakfast we headed for some boggy swaegr the Paro River in search of Black-taileak€s. As soon as we got out of the car
we flushed &olitary Snipe from the river, and careful scanning and workifithe area yielded another six snipes; enthraliethb sighting

we nearly missed on a feBlack-tailed Crakes making progress along the river bank. By the @fritie morning we managed to clock five
differentcrakesand no less than8olitary Snipes.Other birds enjoyed this morning includ@dmmon Kingfisher, Eurasian Hoopoe a

large flock of Asian Martin with somePale Sand Martin amidst,Gray Wagtail and eLittle Bunting that Sonia relished after many years of
frustrated chasing.

Before we returned to the hotel we swung by Patbearjoyed a stroll through the local open markétictv was bustling, colourful and mighty
interesting. The souvenir shops were not wortlctking out as they were highly overpriced and geéoedesperate tourists on a last chance
to purchase mission before hitting the airport.

On our drive down to Thimphu we stopped to takeva $hots of the impressive Paro Dzong and the sdoétge, whilst doing so we scored
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our firstWhite-capped Water Redstart..a bird we never tired of seeing or photograph®iher birds spotted en route included a rare
vagrantOsprey, a large flock of roostingnow PigeonsLong-tailed Minivets, fishingBrown Dipper, roostingGreat Cormorants and
flocks of Rock Pigeonsthat most would not bother looking at but whictefaguide in hand proved to contadill Pigeons...based on the
distinct white tail bands noted (by those who neyiree up on Rock Pigeon flocks).

After lunch in Thimphu we decided to visit the Tralkdnclosure at the outskirts of the capital. Thiperhaps one’s best chance to see at close
quarter this bizarre goat-antelope and endemichiata#. The large enclosure also contained Sambear &l Barking Deer. Whilst enjoying
these bizarre looking creatures, we also enjoyed giews ofLong-tailed Minivets, Lemon-rumped Warblers andBlack-throated Tits.

Soon after we headed for the Thimphu Water Treatmlant were we were greeted by a large flocRofldy Shelduck a fewEurasian
Wigeons the ever more commonly record&dfted Duck, Common Pochard Green Sandpiperand no less than nine mdtesbills by the
river.

We ended the day in the warmth of the Druk ho@pered by yet another scrumptious meal and hapgget Josh joining the group.
March 31, Day 4: Cheri Valley.

We set off on a day trip from Thimphu up the Challey towards Jigme Dorji National Park. Sooreafeaving town we stopped for some
roadside action, findingong-tailed Minivet, Brown Dipper and what would be our first of maRufous Sibia. We soon entered the Cheri
Valley, parking at a remarkable mural of Guru Rimipe on a large rock, and walking along the roadsitfe had soon found some gorgeous
Gould's Sunbirds as well aRufous-fronted Tit andGray-headed Canary-Flycatcher but the excitement really started when Christian
screamedWALLCREEPER !I'" For some, our first view would be of the Waleper feeding on a chorten, a typically Bhutamessument.
We rushed into the village on the other side efrifier (pausing briefly for a pair daroon-backed Accentorson the way), where the bird
had been. After walking around the village foeade fifteen minutes, Christian relocated the Wedlper and everyone had good looks at this
bizarre montane denizen.

We continued on towards the park, arriving to fimdakfast (complete with hot coffee!) at the readye ate a distracted breakfast (there's no
other way with so many birds around) and soon we\w& on a walk through the forest. We encourteseveral small warbler flocks giving
us our first taste of this notoriously difficult-tdentify group, findingPale-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Warbler, Blythe'sandLarge-billed
Leaf-Warblers andChestnut-crowned Warbler. We arrived back to the bus to find out that Gehed hiked to the monastery and had an
up-close encounter with a habituatedral, one of the Himalaya's famous goat-antelopes pi8gdhe hillside brought us distant views of this
animal; fortunately much better views would conteran the trip.

On our way to lunch we stopped at a cliff to look the rareyellow-rumped Honeyguide We pulled up chairs and waited. Sure enough, we
eventually caught site of a sallying honeyguidechihivas eventually found perched. And perch it diiting still for over 30 minutes as we
watched and photographed this lovely male honeygufte Himalaya's sole representative of this predantly African family. After

lunching below the Guru Rimpoche mural, we headsklbo Thimphu. Our driver took us to an overlediere we had stunning views of the
new administrative building (as well hitle Buntings!) before doing a bit of souvenir shopping in towwost interesting was visiting the

post office and learning that photos of Golden lLartgy tour participant Gerald Cubitt were beingdise Bhutanese stamps!!

Having missed the first two days of the tour, Jaslted the Thimphu Sewage Works while the reshefgroup had a chance to relax and
sightsee around the capital. He had soon founthaiy target, the absolutely fabuldissbill , a pair of which fed in the rushing river.
Among the other birds present was a very shy bafiding Hume's Short-toed Lark, one of few records for Bhutan, that allowed mgeb
close enough for nearly frame-filling photos.

We got comfortable while we waited for the rare Ydbw-rumped Honeyguide (right) to show up. It was wrth the wait! (left:
Christian Boix, right: Josh Engel)
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April 1, Day 5: Thimphu to the Mo Chhu Valley via Dochu La and Punakha.

Our arrival at high pass of Dochu La coincided wfth arrival of an impressive snowstorm. We tbading in it, but soon gave up and
opted for the warmth of breakfast in a local restati Luckily our finishing of breakfast and thedeof the snowstorm coincided; as soon as
we stepped out of the restaurant we were swamptbdoivds to look at. First was a group@drk-breasted Rosefincheperched atop a
spruce, but soon Norbu was waving at us. We hioieer to find a group of extremely confiding femBRled-headed Bullfinches As
everyone scrambled to get camera gear ready, aDaskerumped Rosefinch popped up and started feeding on a bright red rtheddron
flower!

New birds were rapidly added as we walked dowrrdlae:Green-tailed Sunbird, Rufous-vented Yuhina, White-bowed Fulvetta,
Stripe-throated Yuhina, Striated Laughingthrush, White-throated Laughingthrush, Rusty-flanked Treecreger, White-tailed
Nuthatch, Green Shrike-Babbler, Hoary-throated Barwing. Many of these birds were part of a large and-tfiermost part--very
cooperative mixed flock. As the flock was dwindjithe cry ofFire-tailed Myzornis went up and the group scrambled over. Eventually
everyone got great looks at these improbably gbéels feeding on rhododendron nectar.

We got back in the bus to head to lunch, but hatdp when we encountered a mixed flock at 2508rsingingBrown-throated
Treecreeperfirst caught our attention and our fiGtay-hooded Warbler andBlack-throated Tit held it, while stellar views of
Plain-backed Thrush ended our successful pause.

A short post-lunch photography stop yieldeSlender-billed Oriole, Ultramarine Flycatcher andHair-crested Drongo. We spent the
remainder of the afternoon on an unsuccessful fourthe rare White-bellied Heron along the Po CRtiner. All was not lost, of course.
Here we found our onlBar-headed Gooses well as our firsRusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babblerseen by somé&yhite-throated and
Common Kingfishers, and a very cooperatierested Bunting. Finally we made our way to our beautiful campsétis the midst of the
forest alongside the Mo Chhu.

April 2, Day 6: Mo Chhu Valley.

The day began with an impressive dawn chorus. 8@owere making our first of what would be mangpts for tesias, those difficult,
nearly tailless warblers that inhabit dense undeystChestnut-headed Tesiavas singing loudly, but it only showed itself téeav lucky
participants. Fortunately, most birds were morepevative, and we had soon s&xeater Yellownape, Maroon Oriole, Bay Woodpecker,
Black-winged Cuckooshrike, Small Niltava, Speckle@oodpigeonandGreat Barbet. A small flock yielded anothddltramarine
Flycatcher and our firstyellow-vented Warbler, and were starting to get accustomed to the abnirasted stunningyerditer Flycatcher.

We returned to camp for breakfast (and four spedfiegdstarts), before setting back out along tfaelrdownriver from camp. A@riental
Cuckoo sand from a bare treetop while small group®iskered Yuhinasbounded through the foresBlack-throated Sunbirds were
common and we caught up with our fig&tarletandGray-chinned Minivets andMountain Bulbul, while a maleSlaty-backed Flycatcher
showed very well. The highlight of the walk wasdonbtedly the pair o€rimson-breasted Woodpeckerexcavating a nest hole at eye level,
allowing for great studies and many photographs.

After lunch and a short rest back at camp, we fe¢ba@xplore the roadside upriver from camp. Tsrstarted out slowly but soon picked up
with point-blank looks at Bay Woodpeckerand great looks at a maBreater Yellownape It started to drizzle as the afternoon wasitign
into evening and several people opted to retuatop. Those who stayed out spent their time trigngpax two super-skulkers into view:
Spotted Wren-BabblerandSlaty-bellied Tesia The wren-babbler sang its remarkable loud senigdzafeningly close range, but we never
saw more than a shape fly across a small opefiihg.tesia was a little better, showing clearlytfarse in the right place at the right time! We
finished the day with &olden-throated Barber before returning to camp.

™, " pi | #HG. ¥ L SE e Fa .__'L r .
We watched this male Crimson-breasted Woodpecker eavating 0 i o cee . b (RN L X
a nesting cavity along the Mo Chhu River. (Josh Erg) This White-capped Water-Redstart was a camp residen
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(Christian Boix)

April 3, Day 7: Mo Chhu Valley to Pele La.

A Crested Kingfisher and perche®lountain Hawk-Eagle got the day started right while we enjoyed our lpirding (hah!) coffee and
biscuits. After the diversion, we spent the mogriirding upriver from camp along the Mo Chhu. raifing tree was near where we parked
the bus was full of birds, includingreat andGolden-throated Barbets. Christian got lucky with 8lue-capped Redstartthat disappeared
before others got onto it, bMellow-bellied Fantail and Slaty-backed Flycatcherwere more cooperative. A groupMépal Fulvettasas
found in the understory and showed well, whilergtdatic pair ofire-capped Tits showed off in the canopy. We made up for ouriearl
poor views ofGoral with one on a steep cliff over the river direatlyposite us. A singin§potted Wren-Babblerwouldn't come out for us,
but this was soon forgotten when Wendy found a @iaitygmy Wren-Babblerscollecting nest material. This normally skulkinigdoput on
quite a show and we returned content to camp feakiast.

After breakfast we returned to the town of Punalé@pping along the way for a fantastic paiStdty-backed Forktails. We stopped in

town to visit its gorgeous dzong (seeidbestnut-tailed Starling andPeregrine Falconwhile doing so), located at the confluence of two
rivers. After a very nice tour of the dzong anafalgraphing it from a great vantage point nearkg/cantinued our journey to tonight's camp
at Pele La.

We stopped to eat lunch alongside a chorten aednadtds Josh went to explore some scrub alongrbyyeaeam. Soon he came rushing
back to grab the group--it was full of birds! Wadhsoon relocateBlue-throated Flycatcherin a large flock which posed for all to admire,
but theStreak-breasted Scimitar-Babblerwas less cooperative. We did have great looBpatkled Piculet, Nepal Fulvettand
Fire-capped Tit, and soon we had relocated a pair of stunSipgtted Forktails. It was incredible finding a small bit of exposstcbam
where birds were coming to bathe, in a few minofasatching we salue-winged Minla, Rufous-capped Babbler, OrientaMWhite-eye
andNepal Fulvettaall bathing. Returning to the bus we bumped ingpaup of at least sevéfalij Pheasants.

Continuing our drive we found a groupBé&rred Cuckoo-Doveand parked practically undeiCaested Serpent-eagl¢hat nonetheless
allowed us to get out of the bus and photograplefibre taking off. We stopped once more for a groGray Langurs before reaching our
camp.

April 4, Day 8: Pele La to Trongsa

After a failed attempt to chase a calling Satyrgb@an down a muddy trail, we decided it would bst be stick to the road. Alas, we heard
tragopans several times but never saw one. Aloagdad we found severfire-tailed Sunbirds among the abunda@reen-tailed, some
brilliant SpottedandBlack-faced Laughingthrushesand numerous mixed flocks that includédestnut-tailed Minla, Buff-barred and
Ashy-throated Warblers, Rufous-vented TitandWhite-browed Fulvetta among others. Two fema&imson-browed Finchesfed
quietly near camp. After breakfast we began waykiar way back to the main road we continued entesing interesting birds, including
threeHimalayan Griffons that decided it was too foggy to be flying around éanded in a nearby tree. A flock\Wwhite-winged
Grosbeakscontained a mal€ollared Grosbeakand a group divhite-browed Rosefincheded along the roadside. Arriving at the main
road and its innumerable prayer flags we foundafreur main targets for the morning after much skizig when a group of extremely
cooperativelBrown Parrotbills obliged us by feeding in dwarf bamboo mere feetyafrom our admiring stares.

We drove down to our lunch spot adjacent to a piihutanese-style house. The surrounding scrotagwed a few goodies, not least a pair
of Beautiful Rosefinchesand a cooperativEurasian Treecreeper After lunch we forged on towards the town of figea, first finding no
fewer than thre&Vallcreeperson a single roadcut. Continuing on we made atmrdtop in broadleaf forest and no sooner had et out
had we found a large mixed flocRufous-wingedandGolden-breasted Fulvettaded in the roadside bamboo, while a paik\diite-tailed
Nuthatchesworked the branches overhead &wdite-throated Fantail andWhite-spectacled Warblerforaged in the low trees. Only
minutes after leaving this flock had we found amotlthis time in bamboo understory that we hadptiélege of looking down into. A
Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babblershowed well, if briefly, while¥ellow-cheeked Titwas more cooperative. The undoubted highlighhef
flock wasBlack-throated Parrotbill that unfortunately was only seen by a lucky feds the flock was moving off we were able to calkin
Brownish-flanked Bush-Warbler for excellent views as it emerged from the bambelow us. Finally we made our way to our hotel in
Trongsa where they had just begun a three-day erante-related power outage! Fortunately theydirous hot water for bathing and plied
us with free drinks to make up for it.
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Red-headed Bullfinches were seen several times agher elevations and were usually very confiding(male on left by lan Fulton,
females on right by Christian Boix)

April 5, Day 9: Trongsa to Shemgang.

This morning we set off early for three nights afiping along the famed Shemgang Road. It wae ®lbng drive, so we scheduled our day
with early morning birding close to Trongsa, theividg through the middle of the day, then finishithe day with birding closer to
Shemgang. Thus our birding began only a few maateside of Trongsa, where we were quickly inuedatith new birds in the scrub
adjacent to the forest, includiigray-winged Blackbird, Russet Bush-Warbler, Hill Prinia, male and femal€rimson-browed Finch and
Streaked Laughingthrush, a species that had recently been split and isanoear-endemic calléghutan Laughingthrush.

Moving into the forest, we soon found a flock thefluded a cracking malearge Niltava as well as the beautifiled-tailed Minla and
Short-billed Minivet. Flocks ofTibetan Siskinswere flying about and were nice enough to perchérntreetops for us. A party of the cute
Black-chinned Yuhinabid us farewell to this stretch of forest as werkled the bus to drive to Shemgang.

A large raptor caught our attention and turnedtolte a juvenild&Rufous-bellied Eagle The stop proved convenient as it gave us a ehnc
wander around a typical Bhutanese village, pokimgheeads into shops and admiring the art and aathite. We stopped again when we
reached Shemgang, and after walking through totter side of town (full oLarge-billed andHouse Crowg came across a small flock that
included aLittle Pied Flycatcher and severaTickell's Leaf-Warblers.

We stopped several times on the way to camp. Atpmint we watched as a parade of babblers fleasadhe road, starting with
Chestnut-crowned Laughingthrusheghat perched on the side of the road for great wiegfore continuing across the ro&lusty-fronted
Barwings joined the fray, and some people caught up witklasiveRufous-chinned Laughingthrush. FloweringErythrina trees in the
area were covered Rufous Sibia and a chorus of cuckoos led to great viewSa@fmon Cuckoobut only brief views of the vociferous
Large Hawk-Cuckoo. Some savBrown Bullfinch andRufous-bellied Niltava, while others would have to wait to catch up vtitam later
in the trip. AWhite-browed Shrike-Babbler was a treat and a much-hopedfarfous-bellied Woodpeckereally showed off on a dead
snag. The group was very pleased with a partypitally tameGolden Langur, a near-endemic primate that we would see maiy thie
area. As light faded we caught up with a chariginmgroup ofWhite-crested Laughingthrushesand we arrived for a three-night stay at our
gorgeous camp to a chorusMbuntain Scops-OwlsandCollared Owlets.

April 6-7, Days 10-11: Shemgang Road and Tingtibi.

We enjoyed two full days of birding at elevatioasging from 650m to over 2000m, while based atréeptly situated camp on the edge of
the forest in the midst of some spectacular birdiMe started the first morning above camp, quickisning across several mixed flocks. The
first contained the appropriately nant@dlden Babbler, lighting up the understory with its bright pluneagA bit further up the road a flock
of Rusty-fronted Barwings (showing off their rusty front, no less) yielde8lae-winged Laughingthrush, while aBar-winged
Shrike-Flycatcher was much less skulking. Soon Norbu was rushimg béerting us to the present©fitia just up the road. We showed up
to no less than four of these spectacular babplagg around mossy branches just above eye levélock was clearly around them, and
soon we had found two more targéiéhite-browed andBlack-eared Shrike-Babblers. These were soon forgotten, however, when
Christian--somewhat nonchalantly--s&eautiful Nuthatch!" Unfortunately this bird would prove extremely silte, only giving brief views
to a couple people as it stayed underneath thégemon the huge trees. It would be hearing fusragain, however. Our drive back to
camp for lunch was livened up by some charmingeaticemely photogeniGolden Langurs, as well as by our fir®lue-throated Barbet,

it's blue and green perfectly complementing thghiriedErythrina flower on which it fed.
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After lunch we headed to lower elevations, stopfiiequently. First we stopped f@ray-faced Woodpecker then for d_esser Yellownape
(where aChestnut-bellied Nuthatchalso showed up). Arriving lower down we were gedeby a couple new bulbul/hite-throated
noisily making their presence known in the undeysémdAshy higher up, to complement the ever-predeed-ventedandBlack. The real

nothing more than shapes flying occasionally beltirdtrees, a magnificent pair of the rRwefous-necked Hornbill emerged, sitting side by
side, in the open, for all to admire.

Hornbill!!  The cry went up and all of the sudden we didmivk where to look, a brilliarGreat Hornbill flew over, landing in a treetop,
right in the open. A perfect way to to end the'siéyrding.

We spotlighted our way back to camp, finding a higiedingGoral (that gave us fits to identify until it finally o# into the open), but, alas,
all owls remained out of view.

The following morning we began our birding at cowvest elevation to date, walking on a broad thaibtigh scrub and forest edge. We
quickly picked up some quality birds, starting wihlvous-breasted Woodpeckeand soon followed by a pair of handsobesser
Necklaced Laughingthrushesand aRusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler. Soon Tom picked out the call bbng-tailed Broadbill which
responded strongly to tape and flew in to a baetdp for outstanding views of this stonker. Iswsaon vying for attention with@rongo
Cuckoo (the square-tailed form) in the same tree. Walkiagk towards breakfast Christian spottégray-capped Pygmy-Woodpecker
but most people had moved on a few minutes latenwie and Sonia sawBéack-headed Shrike-Babbler A small stand of bamboo held a
couple of interesting warblers, includingRafous-facedthat only a few people saw an® allow-bellied that gave everyone great looks. A
pair of Pin-tailed Green Pigeonavhizzed past whilé\sian Palm Swiftsmade several passes overhead. The drive backip was
punctuated by a walk that a few people embarkedpoa small stream bed. Eventually movement caoighattention and we spent quite
some time sorting out a small and very skulkingadifock. It eventually revealed its secrets, hgtted by aFerruginous Flycatcherand
White-browed Scimitar-Babbler and also featurin@ray-chinned andGolden Babblers.

We ate lunch back at camp, where our after-lunshweas disturbed by the presence &dous-necked Hornbill. We then spent a rather
slow afternoon searching f@eautiful Nuthatch in the area where had had seen it the previous\d&ydid find a likely flock, but a thorough
search revealeBed-tailed Minla andWhite-tailed Nuthatch, but no Beautiful. Just as bird activity was dydown, we heard it sing,
moments later it flew onto a mossy branch far mwerheads. It then flew off to the ridge top, teka moment to come slightly lower in
response to our playback, but once again it dmojperly show itself.

Hodgson's Redstarts were seen frequently in secongegrowth at higher elevations. (Christian Boix)

April 8, Day 12: Shemgang to Trongsa.

We devoted our final morning in the area to agasrshing foiBeautiful Nuthatch. Walking up and down the road, just before we toad
leave, we found a promising flock. Then all of tuelden there it was! A group of at least thrapidly making their way through the treetops
climbing up the hillside. Before we knew it thegne gone, but most people caught their flash difdmi blue before they disappeared. And
speaking of brilliant blue, moments after the ntthalisappeared a gorgeous ma#pphire Flycatcherput in a blazing performance,
atypically perching right in the open allowing fgreat views.

We made one more stop along the road near Shemgslallsing along the road was rather slow until Nodaught some motion in the
understory. Josh quickly got on 8lender-billed Scimitar-Babbler! Eventually the group caught up and this veryoespre bird posed
brilliantly at close range, displaying its outragedill and subtly beautiful plumage.

With that final success we headed back to Trorgsaving in time for a tour of its dramatically-sédted dzong. We were even allowed into
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the art classroom where we could admire the extguigall paintings and beautiful shrine. Finally made it to our hotel near town, where a
much-anticipated hot shower awaited.

April 9, Day 13: Trongsa to Jakar.

Today we spent a relatively slow day birding ouywaer Yotongla. A coupl&potted Laughingthrushesperched out for us on the drive up,
while at the pas¥ellowish-bellied (Hume's) Bush-Warblerssang their remarkable song, but showed only lyriefilike Gray-sided
Bush-Warbler which was much more cooperative. Christian cadletill Partridge in very close, but it came into only his line owi. A

pair of Alpine Accentorsfed along the roadsiddred-flanked Bluetail andRufous-gorgeted Flycatchershowed nicely. We passed through
some dry agricultural land that revealed our fitatasian Magpiesof the trip as well as a couple mddeautiful Rosefinches.

We were sure to make it to Jakar in time for sooitucal activities, starting with a textile factooy the way into town. Local women worked
the looms while the shop displayed their beautifalprful wares. In town we visited an incredibdenastery, where the monks and student
monks were in the middle of a week-long prayerises®r world peace.

Golden Langurs were common on the Shemgang Road.

We only saw a couple Alpine Accentors. (lan Fulton (Christian Boix)

April 10, Day 14: Jakar to Sengor.

Glowing is the adjective one associates Witmalayan Monal, but it truly has to be seen to be appreciated.sdbner had be exited this bus
this morning than a monal, dressed in improbab&raies, flushed from the roadside and flew irfio tiee where we could admire its glow.
What a way to start a day! After a showy st&itids slowed down considerably. A f&wldcrestsgraced the usual tit flocks and
Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrushesbegan to dot the roadside. A femdbite-browed Rosefinchshowed off her white brow in a small
roadside flock, while an extremely responsiVhite-browed Bush-Robin shot into view and showed off his as well. Wikslof bamboo
around,Great Parrotbill was a major target. None were responding to taybpack attempts, so we were quite taken aback \atpir of
these giants flew into the top of a small sprudetteeshooting across the road. The briefly cantk loaut to playback but despite our best
efforts they eventually disappeared into the desgseb.

As we were approaching Sengor we had been walking few kilometers, when Gerald came running opfbehind. A car problem. We
shouldn't proceed any further until we know what inoblem is. In a remarkable coincidence, jushth caravan of cars pulled up from the
same ground agent and was able to give us a liftetus. We arrived at the bus just as our resduirdriver, Karma, was finishing up. We
decided to get in and continue on our way to cARAGOPAN!!!!!  Pandemonium broke out in the bus when Norbu'stshient up. There

it was, in all it's crimson and blue glory, a m8ktyr Tragopan strutting across the road. As it passed intoenggea on the roadside, we
scrambled out of the bus and lined up to watch emde its way into the bamboo understory and buiesv. Spectacular!! This is a bird that
has to be seen to be believed.

As nothing could quite compare with that, we headi@gn to camp, stopping briefly for a confusibgotherathrush that we eventually
decided was Rlain-backed Thrush.

April 11, Day 15: Sengor to Lingmethang Rd.
We started the day with a roadside tragopan seprstip be greedy. A female was seen brieflyisang off the road, as was a male a short
time later, but no views to compare with yesterslay Darjeeling Woodpeckerwas found during the search, but not finding gdpan only

made us appreciate yesterday's amazing male even e returned to camp for breakfast before ooimg eastwards towards Yonkola and
the Lingmethang Rd. More tragopanning, so to spaidr breakfast yielded a female for Christiad aBarking Deer for Peta, but little
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else. Aroadside stop a little later yielded dadispair ofLittle Forktails active around the waterfall-side nest; we wouldeh@uch closer
looks later in the day of these charming birds.

Our next productive stop was lunch, not just far delicious food but also for the fantastic birds linch stop offered. Everyone finally
caught up with great looks Btown Bullfinch , quietly feeding in buds, while 3apphire Flycatcherwas also in the area. Our attention was
distracted when femal8old-naped Fincheswere found and sat feeding on roadside weedsdagténough for everyone to see. This was
followed seconds later by another brilli&@iender-billed Scimitar-Babbler emerging from the bamboo understory below us. iNpon we
found some nice mixed flocks, one of which contdioar firstYellow-throated Fulvetta of the trip. A frustratindRufous-throated
Wren-Babbler showed for some, while most had only the mostifigeglimpses of this super skulker. A couple maimon a distant hillside
caught our attention and turned out be a mothengqair ofHimalayan Serow, another strange goat-antelope feeding calmlyeshf

leaves. A few minutes later lan spotted anothahsreyoung mammalian pair on the hillsidéimalayan Black Bear! We watched this
rarely seen animal for half an hour as they fedeames, completely oblivious to our stares.

We then caught up with another pairLdgitle Forktails , whose antics we thoroughly enjoyed watching erdiging stream below us, while
Yellow-rumped Honeyguidessallied around the bee hives on the cliffs opjgositere we stood. Not finished yet, a flock of plap
White-naped Yuhinasgrabbed our attention and moments later we cayghtith our first proper views ofLarge Hawk-Cuckoo, while a
Hodgson's Hawk-Cuckoocalled in the distance. We finally made our wapto camp, the VIP camp as it turned out, which ledoe our
home for the next three nights.

The mammal of the trip--mother and cub Himalayan bhck bear. ~ This White-browed Shrike-Babbler really posed for s.
(Christian Boix) (Christian Boix)

April 12-13, Days 16-17: Lingmethang Rd.

Our first morning's target was clear: the rare sudusive Ward's Trogon. We headed up to the ayppdiarea (stopping on the way for a
remarkable white-wingeGray-winged Blackbird) and began our search. Ghestnut Thrush of the pale-headed Himalayan
racerubrocanuswas a special treat, not only one of few recordBfwutan but ifed uncharacteristically our in the open witBlae
Whistling-Thrush, providing great views. A flock of no fewer thalevenCutia fed on mossy branches before flying, one aftethaerp
across the road. A snazRyifous-bellied Niltava eventually perched on a bare snag, but all otimrghts disappeared when Gerald showed
up, wildly waving us to come. He was sure he hatl§een &ard's Trogon; he even described it perfectly.

A few tense minutes--there it is! A brief flighiew quickly morphed into numerous prolonged viewthe male (and a few nice views of the
female as well) as we spent half-an-hour watchirdghotographing this rare and beautiful trogomc®©the trogons had had their fun
watching us, we moved on to attempting to lure @pt® of skulkers out of the understory, firdtiédl Partridge that only the leaders saw then
aRufous-throated Wren-Babbler that again proved elusive. As we headed lowes,amorable (and shipygmy Blue Flycatchercame out
for us, while others were heard singing their fpgbhed tunes.

We moved lower as the rain began, and some inrtheggchose to head back to camp to relax for ttegradon. Those who stayed out soon
found an outstanding and cooperative mixed floei treld our attention for an hour in which we ulitely found eighteen species. Our first
Mountain Tailorbird showed well and added confusion when a possildad-billed Warbler was found. More satisfying was a lovely pair
of Black-faced Warblers, as well as a maRlack-eared Shrike-Babblerand a coupl&Vhite-naped Yuhinas while two stunningAsian
Emerald Cuckooscavorted in the treetops. Our attention was inategously diverted from this flock, however, wheorblu came back
reporting parrotbills just a few meters down thad-o Sure enough we showed up and had great viesvgroup of beautifuGreater
Rufous-headed Parrotbillsfeeding in roadside bamboo. Sonia glimps&taly Laughingthrushin their midst. Hearin@laty-bellied
Tesiaat close range, we attempted to lure him in. dimg so we seemed to incite a duel, one male berefide of the road--yet despite both
coming very close, neither showed. After a busgrabon the rain arrived in earnest, so we retutoe@dmp, stopping to see and photograph
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our firstCapped Langurs The rain let up a bit, so we took a short watkaf camp in the drizzle. It was well worth it whampair of
Rufous-chinned Laughingthrushesshowed up providing scope views for the whole grang a pair o€hestnut-bellied Nuthatches
showed at very close range.

The next day began at lower elevations in the fiaged forest below our camp. A pre-breakfast effarRed-headed Trogon didn't succeed,
but some people caught up with\ite-tailed Robin singing its melodies. After breakfast we headed hew area, where it didn't take long
to add a couple great new birds, first when a coagjwe group oRufous-necked Laughingthrushegpopped out of the scrub, then when a
flock was found that contained a stunnRegd-faced Liocichlaand a couple oBray-throated Babblers. Birding in this open habitat

allowed us to get some great views and photogragtportunities of birds we had seen previouslg Gkeat, Golden-throated and
Blue-throated Barbets Drongo Cuckoqg Orange-bellied Leafbird andMountain Hawk-Eagle, as well as a perchd&ksra, our first.
Blue-throated Flycatcherswere fairly common along this stretch of roadleaser Yellownapewas our first since much earlier in the trip
andRusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babblerwas seen by some. Open country birds,Okiental Magpie Robin, Gray TreepieandSpangled
Drongo were all common and seen well, but only a few jropught up witiBronzed Dronga A Mountain Hawk-Eagle provided nice
company during breakfast, watching over us and ea#img.

We returned to areas a bit higher in the aftern@bie. bus came to a screeching halt when a perfeetigd pair oRufous-necked Hornbills
was found on a bare snag. We watched and photoggapese calm birds for twenty minutes before Nardime to fetch uScarlet Finch!
We had done exceedingly well on finches alreadiyaere ecstatic to have a chance for the brigbfesif. The birds had flown by the time
we showed up, but Norbu was determined to find tfeams again and sure enough, he did. We watflbeki of these beautiful finches, the
males lighting up the tree like rhododendron flosveTo cap the excitement, we looked towards tgeniere eCrested Goshawkwas
performing its strange display flight.

Two sights from the Lingmethang Road. Left: male Wrd's Trogon, one of Bhutan's most sought-after
species (Josh Engel); right: Capped Langur, the ermost ranging of Bhutan's three langurs (Josh Enggl

April 14, Day 18: Lingmethang Rd. to Trashigang.

We spent the early morning in the forests abovepcaltnwas fairly slow, but an incredible encountéth a large group o€utia was
spectacular to behold. We watched them displayptmgpover each other in groups of three, feed,prsieg and generally cavort. We got
some great photos and video of these birds whiemar the easiest photo subjects, generally stayittte canopy feeding among epiphytes.
A femaleGold-naped Finch calmly feeding on roadside grass, likewise magergect object of our photographic affectio&ue-winged
Laughingthrushesfeeding in the open on the edge of the road pealiour best views yet. On the way down we stoggadh to try for
Red-headed Trogon without success, but some peaplght a glimpse d&sian Barred Owlet while everyone caught up with our first
Dark-sided Flycatcher.

We continued our journey eastward after breakfAsBlue-bearded Bee-eaterour first that cooperated, posed for us alongtlael. We
stopped as we went over Kori La, walking throughititeresting forest that covers its slop€say-winged Blackbird was fairly common
there, with males and females feeding in the opeterstory. We came across several mixed flock#taining goodies lik&Red-billed
Leiothrix, Rufous-bellied Niltava, Rufous-winged FulvettaandBlack-eared Shrike Babbler, while Chestnut-tailed Minla was very
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common. A group of handsorBack-faced Laughingthrushesshowed well, whilaVhite-tailed Nuthatch andVerditer Flycatcher posed
for the photographers in the group. The remaindiéne drive was through relatively sterile chingiforest. Armsian Barred Owlet
provided a momentary distraction before we arrigedur hotel in Trashigang.

April 15, Day 19: Trashigang to Narphung.

We decided to take the morning to do a bit of esiptparound Trashigang, with people visiting shopswing the architecture and seeing
what a Bhutanese town awaking looks like. Someleechose to go birding around the edge of towrdifig Striated Prinia,
White-cheeked (Himalayan) Bulbul, Blue-throated Flatcher, Green-billed Malkoha, Golden-spectacled Whaler, Yellow-breasted
Greenfinch andCommon Rosefinch while a couple of people who went to get goodvei®f the town's imposing dzong foukdstern
Crimson Sunbird.

From Trashigang our voyage shifted directions andtarted heading south towards the Indian bordestop at the university campus
yielded aPhylloscopudlock that included #&ume's Leaf-Warbler, while Red-rumped andBarn Swallowsfed overhead. Some activity
caught our attention as we crossed a pass, arndggettt Christian noticed a large female pheasarthe slope below--tiagopan!! Josh

went around the corner where he thought the viewldvbe better and sure enough there it was. Hé gothe scope and everybody enjoyed
scope views of this very shy female as she forageohg the mossy fallen logs. \Ward's Trogon was singing in the distance, another
surprising find, but nobody was too concerned wiheidn't come in to playback considering the fatitalooks we had a few days prior.

Arriving at our campsite near Narphung, we hadwarfénutes of daylight to explore a nearby traiewbirds were active in the low-light
conditions, but we saw enough to whet our appéfitethe next morning. We did get very close tbima Chestnut-breasted Partridge but
they didn't emerge from the dense undergrowth.kBacampMountain Scops-Owlsserenaded us during dinner.

This male Cutia was part of an amazing show ofldjgpg, singing

and feeding Cutia. (lan Fulton) A striking Crested Serpent-Eagle. (lan Fulton)

April 16, Day 20: Narphung to Samdrup Jonkhar.

We started the morning walking the trail near carntpvas rather disappointing (in part thanks teimittent rain showers), but we made the
most of it. A maleRufous-necked Hornbill interrupted our walk to the trail while nearbgpotted Bush-Warblersang but wouldn't come
out of the scrub. We did find a few mixed floclkgray the trail, containing a good variety of bits had only seen once or twice, including
Black-faced Warbler, Brownish-flanked Bush-Warbler, andYellow-cheeked Tit. Christian spied &Vhite-browed Shortwing, but it

didn't stick around for others to see. Our firiintive Cuckoo surprised us by perching cooperatively on a ferscere returned to breakfast.
Back at camp Tom heard an unfamiliar call noteictvfed he and Josh to an interest@®ggtiawarbler, the very yellovAberrant
Bush-Warbler.

The rest of the day was spent making to lower dilews. Lunch was spent surrounded by a swirlinift$leck that contained at least two of
the rareDark-rumped Swifts among the more commdtork-taileds, as well as the torpedo-lik&hite-throated Needletail. We stopped
several times, picking up a lovdRufous-backed Sibia but singingSnowy-browed Flycatchersweren't responding to playback.
Silver-eared Mesiahad become common and we had many great viewssodtunning bird. Closer to Samdrup we stoppednadncouple
shorebirds were spotted in a roadside stream. fThegd out to b&reenandCommon Sandpipers but more exciting was a brilliant
Black-backed Forktail nearby, who disappeared before everyone had semmyitto reemerge and give us all great views.il8\iaiting for
the forktail, aCrested Kingfisher flew over and briefly alighted on a wire before tinning upriver.

We arrived to town with plenty of daylight left, se birding along the border, with views of theiamdplains below us. The birding got
hectic here, it seemed that every bird we saw \eas8 iAshy Woodswallow, Greater Flameback, Common lora, Wite-rumped Shama,
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Eastern Crimson Sunbird, Plain Flowerpecker, LargeCuckooshrike, Oriental Honey-Buzzard, Black Stork,Asian Koel, Lineated
Barbet, Hill Myna, Asian Pied Starling. Greater Racket-tailed Drongosharassed &reat Hornbill, while a maleKalij Pheasant scuttled
through the bamboo. We also added a new prirRditesus Macaqueas well as seein@apped Langur for the second time. It was certainly
a very satisfying final afternoon!

April 17, Day 21: Samdrup Jonkhar to Guwahati. Deprture.

With our final morning upon us, we set out early @uwahati to ensure plenty of time for birdingpg@long the way. This was definitely the
right move--new birds came fast and furious. V@ged on the bridge at the border crossing whéitgck-billed Warbler frolicked in the
lantanaand Tom spotted Bengal Bushlark We had essentially our first wetland birdingloé trip, so the myriad rice paddies and ponds
were stocked with new specielsidian Pond Heron, Little, Intermediate andGreat Egrets, Purple Heron, Little Ringed Plover, Asian
Openbill Stork, Little Cormorant , Red-wattled Lapwing. Better still werd_esser Adjutant, Watercock, Pheasant-tailecand
Bronze-winged Jacana, Cotton Pygmy-Goose, Citrine ¥gtail, Richard's Pipit andPacific Golden-Plover The trees held our first
Rufous Treepie, Coppersmith Barbet, Red-whiskered 8bul, Scarlet-backed FlowerpeckerandRed Collared-Doveand our second
sighting ofFulvous-breasted Woodpeckerwhile scrubby areas helutmeg Manakin, Jungle MynaandBlack Drongo.

Finally we reached the airport, bid farewell, antbarked on our journeys home or onward to Kazirdsaggonal Park. It had been an
incredible tour, and one that both guides very muook forward to leading again.

Kaziranga Extension
17-22 April

Today most of the group parted to their respedimmes, but those of us with a bit more time in hemwtinued towards Kaziranga National
Park in Assam. Whilst waiting for transport outst@ewahati International Airport several new speciew for the trip were recorded, namely
Greater Adjutant (35),Brown-headed Gull,Blue-tailed Bee-eaterandBengal Bushlark.

The drive to Kaziranga was three and a half haasiehow the poverty, filth, tension and chaotiwidg experienced between Samdrup
Jonkhar and Guwahati subsided as we entered aatiffatmosphere...filled with peasant workers, piaddies, water buffalo, cleaner roads,
relaxed traffic and a lot more trees and peace.rédlehed our accommodation at the edge of thelpanightfall.

Kaziranga

Kaziranga is an ambassadorial park famous foaitgel population of endangered and prote@ad-horned Asian Rhina..and it is very safe
to guarantee a sighting of this magnificent creaas there was not a single a day that we camef tlue park having sighted less than 50
individuals. SimilarlyAsian Elephantsare also very common here and we often came alenagsherds, 20-30 strong. Other mammals
thoroughly enjoyed here was a fleetifiger that never really showed up well, and super vief\lBarking, Sambar, SwampandHog-nosed
Deer. A highlight for me was to come acrddsolock Gibbon at Paamvari Forest...as it is always great to cacness apes...especially after
being serenaded by its howling calls all morning.

Birding was done over two full days and an extrammyg, which proved to be enough and ideal givendate that the park allows one to
cover. Birding was most pleasant and productivéherCentral and Eastern ranges, with the driveedBhramaputra Banks being my absolute

favourite and one that epitomizes the natural sfan of this park. Birding was rather slow in ivestern Ranges yet most enjoyable at
adjacent patches of forest fringing the extenspzedstates.

We saw dozens of Indian one-horned rhinos dailiiri€@ian Boix)

5/12/2008 2:50 P!



Bhutan 2008 tour report file:///C:/Documents%20and%20Settings/Josh%20ENgElE20Docum..

14 of 35

At Paamvari Forest, birding was good and activeughout, with the eerie calls A&ian Elephantsbulls in musth fighting in the distance, yet
filling the air with their trumpeting as well &oolock Gibbonswailing andCapped Langursjumping from tree to tree with loose abandon.
An impressive overture of cuckoos started the déty, Oriental, Eurasian, Large Hawk andDrongo Cuckooall at the same fruiting tree
that else held our firdtarge Woodshrike. The same tree full ofellow-fronted Green-Pigeonsrevealed on&hick-billed

Green-Pigeonand more than orlue-eared Barbetthat would take a while to tease out. InsideftimestBlack-naped Monarch, Striped
Tit-Babbler andAsian Fairy Bluebird showed incredibly well. At clearings we enjoy@idin Flowerpecker, Common loraandLittle
Spiderhunter. A small stream outside the forest was being fratpeebyBrown Crakes, whilst hooting in the vicinity alerted us of fereal
Barred Buttonquails in "musth” and they were not hard to locate.

At the unassuming Tea Estate Gardens, which weedisieveral times, we had sevéhle-naped Pittacalling from bamboo gullies and tea
bushes several times. We also enjoyed crackingsvighthe rather large and great lookiageater Necklaced Laughingthrushand
Rufous-necked Laughingthrush With a bit of patience and crouching effort welged top views of a very responsReafous-fronted
Babbler. Playback was the only way we managed to get dedens of the handsom#hite-browed Piculet. A surprising encounter with a
pair of seldom-see@hestnut-winged Cuckooswvas perhaps the best bird that we squeezed ¢l¢ @fstate, though Rafik’'s superb "spotting
prowess" yielded a gorgeoBsown Fish Owl that will never be forgotteysian Bared Owletand the rather larg8ray Nightjar ... as well

as severdndian Flying Foxestook over the night shift at dusk. The scrub sumding the tea estate was also productive andweiglded
White-tailed Rubythroat, Ashy Minivet, Scarlet-backed FlowerpeckeyCrimson Sunbird andBlack-hooded Orioleto our tally.

The Western Range is fairly touristy due to thgdaobservation tower it is endowed with, offeringearb views of the sweeping floodplains
and open grasslands which allow for easy RhinctisigofThe wooded areas to the north were relatigelye in the afternoon, and here only
Pale-chinned Flycatcherwas added. The floodplains were however buzzitly the typical entourage of Indian wetland "clas5such as
Black-necked Stork,Asian Openbill, Lesser Adjutants, White-breasted Weerhen, Watercock, Bronze-winged Jacana, Pheasangited
Jacanaand flocks oBaya Weaver One-horned Asian Rhinowas more than abundant...and from the observadivar we counted over 25
individuals, including two mating. A carcass ntree reeds had gathered sevélite-rumped andSlender-billed Vultures. The search for
florican was fruitless, but instead we baggeexandrine Parakeet Striated Grassbird, great views oSwamp FrancolinandLesserand
Greater Coucal

The Central Range was largely avoided for mostuofstay as it was a spring festival dedicated ¢orétverence of the Elephant, and although
it was not as crowded as one would have expectdadign terms, there were caravans of up to 20ckehcruising through this section in the
park in almost convoy fashion. We thus birded #n&sa in the early afternoon and once briefly eearly morning. The heat of the afternoon
did not help at all to locat@engal Florican, of which we only got very hazy, distant viewsarge pans and river bends were frequented by
Bar-headed GoosgeLesser Whistling-Duck Indian Spot-billed Duck andCotton Pygmy-Goose A number of Eurasian species were
spotted as well such as the colou@dmmon ShelduckandNorthern Shoveler, the colourful-les&sadwall and the rar&erruginous Duck.
The typical entourage of fresh water waders sugBrasnshank Redshank andGreen, WoodandCommon Sandpiperwere all there...but
perhaps the one to phone home about was a laoely-billed Plover and severdPintail Snipes EleganRiver Terns patrolled the waters
and an armada &pot-billed Pelicanscruised by. Checking streams and rivulets we iy caught site of a beautiful perched Storleuill
Kingfisher.The grasslands were perhaps more egditirbird, and the fact that at many sections tiael iis elevated, gave us an excellent
chance to scan and spot movement in the reedsrasseg below. Here, we spotted over two visite's Weaver, Striated Babbler, the
exquisite lookingChestnut-capped Babbler fleeting glimpses oY ellow-eyed Babbler, Chestnut Munia, AshyandPlain Prinias and

bright views ofindia Roller and Chestnut-headedandBlue-tailed Bee-eatersAll the while we were being very cautious nouset the
many grazing Rhino that frequent the area, and whawe a serious inferiority complex with their statand horney lump, whatever it was it
would take very little to enrage them with our istaary presence....which was amusing and at tiiny &xciting. A rather humbling find, |
thought, was a Tiger’s scratch pole (a tree usstidgpen THE BIG cat’s nails).

Two frequent roadside sightings in Kaziranga: left,Red Junglefowl; right, Asian elephant. (ChrisitanBoix)
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The Eastern Range was so varied and unfrequemt@tiverse in habitats and so extensive that peefarfelt the WILDEST section of the
park and the one that | took home as my WILD INEbperience. The large floodplains, dense swamgipadan forests and river's edge by
the mighty Brahmaputra were all awe-inspiring. ddig and game watching was constant with somethévgand interesting to look at every
minute. The pans were filled with the usual cdstevons and egrets wifPurple Heron worth a mention anthdian Pond Heron
everywhereLittle andGreat Cormorants were abundant ardriental Darters ubiquitous. A flock of lazysray-headed Lapwingsthat

had not yet departed for the summer was thorougfijlyyed. Very easy to spot along the pan's edgehpdratop snags weRallas’sand
Grey-headed Fish Eaglescanning for fish, and equally abundant weérested Serpent EagleChangeable Hawk-Eagleand onelriental
Honey-Buzzard Near a Tiger kill digesting their meal we haad 6tst Red-headed Vulture sharing a perch with several other
White-rumped Vultures. There was hardly a single kilometer that the comiyet brazen, flighty and actually very beautRéd Junglefowl
would not make an appearance and at one instaneeerchad a group &falij Pheasantsfeeding on the road verge. The cooingsoéen
Imperial PigeonsandEmerald Dovesset the low bars of the forest atmosphere, ocoallijopierced by the screechesRéd-breasted
Rose-ringedandBlossom-headed Parakeet®8irding the mid strata also yield&thikra, manyOriental Pied andGreat Hornbills,
Black-rumped Flameback Gray-capped PygmyandStreak-throated Woodpeckersas well ad/elvet-fronted Nuthatch, Bronzed

Drongo, White-vented MynaandRufous Treepieto mention some. There were several spots wereounld alight of the car and without
wandering too far and from many different foraysmenged to bag several goodies such as a fam@ypofted Owlets, Taiga

(Red-throated) Flycatcher, the stunningsreater Scimitar-Babbler, skulkingAbbott’s Babbler, shyPuff-throated Babbler, boringDusky
Warbler, severaWhite-rumped Shamasand a nest buildinBuby-cheeked Sunbirdpair. But by far the most enjoyable sighting was t
come upon a pair @dlue-naped Pittamales having a territorial dispute and having bezintensely unaware of my presence which gave us a
regal chance to enjoy this large and great lookings quarreling in an open patch of boggy swanmpgb..STUNNING.

It was here too that inadvertently | got caughtdsia Rhino dispute whilst a dominant Rhino mals alzasing away a younger one, but as
soon as it spotted me on the road decided to ahadést, well....15 years telling clients to climob stand behind a tree when chased by a
Rhino were fully ignored and would you believe.it. could not find a tree inside a swamp foresewhneeded one...fortunately pure
adrenaline fueled me, my scope, bins, camera witimzens and recording gear into the safety ofj@ep...HOW??? | DON'T KNOW...|
JUST DID.

TRIP LIST--Main tour

Taxonomy follows Clements, James F. 200%he Clements Checklist of Birds of the Woredh Edition. Cornell University Press. Altetaa
names are in parentheses. An (l) after the conmaome means the species was only seen in Indideodrive from Samdrup Jonkhar to
Guwahati. 355 species were observed on the maioptne tour (Paro to Guwahati), including 7 spedhat were only heard. See separate
list below for the species seen on the Kazirangension.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo

Little Cormorant (I) Phalacrocorax niger
A few seen on the drive to Guwahati.

Great Egret (I) Ardea alba

Intermediate (Yellow-billed) Egret (I) Egretta intermedia
Little Egret (I) Egretta garzetta

Indian Pond-Heron (I) Ardeola grayii

Cattle Egret (I) Bubulcus ibis

Asian Openbill (I) Anastomus oscitans

Black Stork Ciconia nigra
One flew over us near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Lesser Adjutant (I) Leptoptilos javanicus
Common on the drive to Guwahati.

Lesser Whistling-Duck (I) Dendrocygna javanica

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus
One was in the river near Punakha while we searched for White-bellied Heron.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
Seen first at the Thimphu Sewage Works.

Eurasian Wigeon Anas penelope
Two males and two females were at the Thimphu Sewage Works.
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Cottom Pygmy-Goose (I) Nettapus coromandelianus
A lovely male at a wetlands on the drive to Guwahati.

Common Pochard Aythya ferina
A male was at the Thimphu Sewage Works.

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
One in Thimphu and one on the Mo Chhu.

Common Merganser (Goosander) Mergus merganser

Osprey Pandion haliaetus
One seen on the drive from Paro to Thimphu.

Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus
One was seen soaring near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Black Kite (I) Milvus migrans

Himalayan Griffon Gyps himalayensis
Excellent views both in flight and perched at Pele La.

Crested Serpent-Eagle Spilornis cheela

This beautiful raptor was widespread. Our firscvaa extremely close perched individual on theedrivPele La.

Northern (Hen) Harrier Circus cyaneus
Tom saw one near Paro.

Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus
One was seen displaying overhead on the LingmetRang

Besra Accipiter virgatus
Our first was a great perched individual on thedowingmethang Rd.

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
Widespread at higher elevations.

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentiles
Seen twice, first in the Cheri Valley and agaiefdtarassing a Large-billed Crow near Thrumsing La.

Eurasian (Himalayan) Buzzard Buteo buteo
Seen a few times, first near Thimphu. A percheividual also watched over us as we ate breakfaS¢agor.

Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis

Rufous-bellied Eagle Aquila kienerii
Only juveniles seen, first on the drive to Shemgand again at Kori La.

Mountain Hawk-Eagle Spizaetus nipalensis
Widepread, we had a number of excellent studieshgerand in flight.

Collared Falconet Microhierax caerulescens
A very surprising find was one in degraded forestmSamdrup Jonkhar.

Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo
Josh saw one flying past at Samdrup Jonkhar.

Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus
One was chasing pigeons at the Puhakha Dzong.

Hill Partridge Arborophila torqueola
Heard abundantly, especially at higher elevatidngas seen briefly by Christian and Josh.

Chestnut-breasted Partridge  Arborophila mandellii
Heard several times including very close at Narghlgy, but never seen.

Rufous-throated Partridge  Arborophila rufogularis
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Another extremely shy partridge, heard a numbeintés but never glimpsed.

Blood Pheasant Ithaginis cruentus
Great views at Chele La walking around in the opéfendy saw another near Sengor.

Satyr Tragopan Tragopan satyra
A definite trip highlight was an incredible malettwalked across the road in front of the bus Seargor. And to think we only saw it
because of car troubles! We also had scope Idak$eamale at a pass in eastern Bhutan.

Himalayan Monal Lophophorus impejanus
A truly spectacular bird, we saw it first at Chebs then another male at Thrumsing La.

Kalij Pheasant Lophura leucomelanos
Very widespread, we saw 17 (!) on our first fulyda Bhutan at Chele La. Our last was a bird imbao understory near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Black-tailed Crake Amaurornis bicolor
This sought after bird was seen by everybody ptesteanwetlands near Paro.

Watercock (1) Gallicrex cinerea
A handsome breeding male was in a rice paddy odrikie to Guwahati.

Common Moorhen (I) Gallinula chloropus

Pheasant-tailed Jacana (I) Hydrophasianus chirurgus
Several at a very productive pond on the drive tavé&hati.

Bronze-winged Jacana (I) Metopidius indicus
Several at the same pond as Pheasant-tailed J&atian Pygmy-Goose and others on the drive to Gatia

Ibishill Ibidorhyncha struthersii
Many views of this remarkable mountain bird arofzdo and Thimphu.

River Lapwing Vanellus duvaucelii

Red-wattled Lapwing (I) Vanellus indicus

Pacific Golden-Plover (1) Pluvialis fulva

One rice paddy on the drive to Guwahati held a gopeld flock of birds displaying a wide varietymimages, including some in close to full
breeding garb.

Little Ringed Plover (I) Charadrius dubius

Solitary Snipe Gallinago solitaria
Always an uncommon species, we saw at least aigite paddies near Paro, possibly the highesttaaer for the country.

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
One in a river near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Rock Pigeon Columba livia

Snow Pigeon Columba leuconota
We had excellent views near Paro of this beaupiiggon, and then saw it a couple more times nesggsan central Bhutan.

Speckled Wood-Pigeon Columba hodgsonii
Seen well in the Mo Chhu Valley and again near Baog.

Oriental Turtle-Dove Streptopelia orientalis
Red Collared-Dove (l) Streptopelia tranquebarica
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis

Barred Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia unchall
Seen first on the drive to Pele La and subsequarfdyy more times in mid-elevation broadleaveddbre

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica
Heard at Tingtibi and the lower Lingmethang Rd.mland Josh got brief flyby views near Tingtibi.
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Pin-tailed Pigeon Treron apicauda
A pair did a brief flyby near Tingtibi, showing daffieir namesake tail.

Wedge-tailed Pigeon Treron sphenurus
Excellent views in a fruiting tree near Tingtibi.

Large Hawk-Cuckoo Cuculus sparverioides
Heard abundantly, we got our best views near daske Lingmethang Rd. and in the rain as we drowatds Narphung.

Hodgson's (Whistling) Hawk-Cuckoo  Cuculus nisicolor
Heard a couple of times, but never glimpsed.

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus
Seen well near Shemgang, heard at a couple othezgpfurther east as well.

Himalayan (Oriental) Cuckoo Cuculus saturatus
First seen in the Mo Chhu Valley, its characteristll was heard nearly daily.

Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus
One seen very well at Narphung La.

Asian Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx maculates
A couple excellent views were had, first near Tiigind then again later on the Lingmethang Rd.

Asian Drongo-Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris
Seen near Tingtibi and on the lower Lingmethang ik is the ‘square-tailed’ form that will likelye split.

Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus
Heard in Punakha, we had to wait until Samdrup Banko see one. Very common on the drive to Gutiaksavell.

Green-billed Malkoha Phaenicophaeus tristis
A pair was seen near Trashigang.

Mountain Scops-Owl Otus spilocephalus
Heard a number of times, perhaps most incessantilyracamp near Shemgang, but never seen.

Collared Scops-Owl Otus lettia
Heard at close range at our camp near Shemgamguitin't show itself.

Collared Owlet Glaucidium brodiei
Heard commonly, one was seen by Christian on thgraéthang Rd.

Asian Barred Owlet Glaucidium cuculoides
Heard fairly commonly, some people glimpsed on¢henLingmethang Rd and others saw one from thenbas Trashigang.

Gray Nightjar Caprimulgus indicus
Surprisingly elusive, we heard them several timgonly some people saw one near Shemgang.

Himalayan Swiftlet Aerodramus brevirostris

White-throated Needletail Hirundapus caudacutus
Only seen a couple of times, it wasn't until neaashigang that we finally caught up with it. Wevdaagain near Deothang.

Asian Palm-Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis
First seen near Tingtibi, we saw additional ones i@amdrup Jonkhar.

Dark-rumped Swift Apus acuticauda
A pair of these rare swifts were seen near Deothdrilg we ate lunch.

Fork-tailed (Pacific) Swift Apus pacificus
House Swift Apus nipalensis

Ward's Trogon Harpactes wardi
We had spectacular views of this rare trogon orL.thgmethang Rd.

Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
One was seen near Punakha.
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White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis

Crested Kingfisher Megaceryle lugubris
First seen while we ate breakfast along the Mo Cheucaught up with another one at the end ofripenear Samdrup Jonkhar.

Blue-bearded Bee-eater Nyctyornis athertoni
After several too-brief encounters, we had greakdoat one on the lower Lingmethang Rd.

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops

Great Hornbill Buceros bicornis
Great views first near Tingtibi, we saw another aheloser range near Samdrup Jonkhar being diwgsbd by a pair of Greater Racket-tailed
Drongos.

Rufous-necked Hornbill  Aceros nipalensis
One of Bhutan’s key species, we saw an excellemiteu of birds, first near Tingtibi and later sevevell-photographed birds on the
Lingmethang Rd.

Great Barbet Megalaima virens
Common and widespread, we had some great lookges¢ impressive birds.

Lineated Barbet Megalaima lineate
Only seen at lower elevations near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Golden-throated Barbet Megalaima franklinii
Blue-throated Barbet Megalaima asiatica

Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala
Heard near Samdrup Jonkhar, we didn’t actuallyoseeuntil we were in India.

Yellow-rumped Honeyguide Indicator xanthonotus
We first came across this scarce species near Thintpen found a couple more on the Lingmethang Rd.

Speckled Piculet Picumnus innominatus

Gray-capped Woodpecker Dendrocopos canicapillus
A pair was seen well near Tingtibi.

Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos macei
An excellent pair was near Tingtibi and another imdsidia.

Rufous-bellied Woodpecker Dendrocopos hyperythrus
Great views of one near Shemgang.

Crimson-breasted Woodpecker Dendrocopos cathpharius
We spent a very enjoyable half-hour watching anot@yraphing a pair excavating a nest cavity inMteeChhu Valley.

Darjeeling Woodpecker Dendrocopos darjellensis
We finally caught up with this large woodpecker m&angor.

Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus
Heard near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Lesser Yellownape Picus chlorolophus
Very nice views on the Shemgang Rd. and on therhéigang Rd.

Greater Yellownape Picus flavinucha
Great views in the Mo Chhu Valley.

Gray-faced Woodpecker Picus canus
Seen well near our camp on the Shemgang Rd.

Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus
Brief but good looks near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Bay Woodpecker Blythipicus pyrrhotis
Widespread by voice and seen several times. Bestvseriously up-close encounter with one in tbeQtihu Valley.
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Long-tailed Broadbill Psarisomus dalhousiae
Great views of one near Tingtibi after Tom heard and called it in.

Hume's (Short-toed) Lark  Calandrella acutirostris
Josh saw and photographed one at the Thimphu SaWedes. This is one of very few records for Bhutan

Pale Sand Martin Riparia diluta
A few were seen near Paro. A rare record for Bhuta

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica
Asian (House-) Martin Delichon dasypus

Nepal (House-) Martin Delichon nipalense
The most widespread and common swallow, usually seflocks.

Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica

Richard's Pipit (I) Anthus richardi
A couple were in a rice paddy on the drive to Guatah

Rosy Pipit Anthus roseatus
Some nice views near Paro and Thimphu includingeseith rosy breasts.

Olive-backed Pipit Anthus hodgsoni

Quite widespread, we saw migrants at various lonatas well as birds on territory at some of tlybéi passes.

White Wagtail Motacilla alba
Widespread, these hirds represent the subspecies alboides.

Citrine Wagtail (I) Motacilla citreola
A male and female of the gray-backed nominate subspecies were seen in a rice paddy in India.

Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea

Large Cuckoo-shrike Coracina macei
One seen near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina melaschistos
Fairly common in broadleaved forest at mid-altitsidee first saw it in the Mo Chhu Valley.

Long-tailed Minivet Pericrocotus ethologus
Common, especially at higher altitudes.

Short-billed Minivet Pericrocotus brevirostris
Fairly common, we typically saw this species atdigdltitudes.

Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus
Common over a wide range of altitudes, but pariidylcommon lower down.

Gray-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris
Seen regularly, mostly at middle elevations.

Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike  Hemipus picatus
Seen a couple of times along the Shemgang Rd.

Striated Bulbul Pycnonotus striatus

Black-crested Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus
Seen at lower altitudes near Tingtibi and Samdaonkbar.

Red-whiskered Bulbul (I) Pycnonotus jocosus

White-cheeked (Himalayan) Bulbul Pycnonotus leucogenys
Seen in the drier valleys of eastern Bhutan.

Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer

White-throated Bulbul Alophoixus flaveolus
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These noisy birds were seen well near Tingtibi.
Mountain Bulbul Ixos mcclellandii

Ashy Bulbul Hemixos flavala

Black Bulbul Hypsipetes leucocephalus
Goldcrest Regulus regulus

Golden-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons
Replaced the following species at low elevatiors rgamdrup Jonkhar.

Orange-bellied Leafbird Chloropsis hardwickii
Common at middle elevations.

Common lora Aegithina tiphia
One seen briefly near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Brown Dipper Cinclus pallasii
Common in fast-flowing rivers at upper and middkevations.

Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes

Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris
Seen very well at Yatong La.

Rufous-breasted Accentor Prunella strophiata
Widespread in small numbers, we encountered simglpairs regularly at a wide range of altitudes.

Maroon-backed Accentor Prunella immaculate
Three enounters, first was a pair in the Cheri&althen a single at Pele La, then Josh saw axpairSengor.

Blue-capped Rock-Thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus
A common and welcome sight along many roadsides.

Chestnut-bellied Rock-Thrush  Monticola rufiventris

Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius
One male near Punakha.

Blue Whistling-Thrush  Myophonus caeruleus

Plain-backed Thrush Zoothera mollissima
Seen very well as we descended Dochu La and againSengor.

White-collared Blackbird  Turdus albocinctus

Gray-winged Blackbird Turdus boulboul
Seen several times, our best views were at KoriAamazing individual with white (as opposed tayj in the wings was seen on the
Lingmethang Rd.

Chestnut Thrush Turdus rubrocanus
A male of the pale headed nominate Himalayan sulisp&as seen very well on the upper LingmethangRds form has only been
recorded a couple times previously in Bhutan.

Lesser Shortwing Brachypteryx leucophrys
Heard on the Lingmethang Rd.

White-browed Shortwing  Brachypteryx Montana
Christian caught a glimpse of one at Narphung Llenthe rest of us only heard it.

Striated Prinia Prinia crinigera
Several were seen at Trashigang in the scrub artentbwn.

Hill (Black-throated) Prinia  Prinia atrogularis
Seen a few times, best on the Lingmethang Rd. fohis is often split as Black-throated Prinia.

Rufescent Prinia Prinia rufescens
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Seen on the lower Lingmethang Rd.

Chestnut-headed Tesia Tesia castaneocoronata

Seen well by a few people in the Mo Chhu Valley Agathers on the Lingmethang Rd.

Slaty-bellied Tesia Tesia olivea

Very widespread by voice, it was a real buggeset svith most people eventually seeing one.

Gray-bellied Tesia Tesia cyaniventer
A few people got on one on the Lingmethang Rd, elseveral were heard.

Brownish-flanked Bush-Warbler  Cettia fortipes

Aberrant Bush-Warbler Cettia flavolivacea
One was seen by Tom and Josh at our campsite rRephdhg.

Yellowish-bellied Bush-Warbler  Cettia acanthizoides

Only seen by a few people, its extremely charagtiervoice was heard at Yatong La.

Gray-sided Bush-Warbler Cettia brunnifrons

Russet Bush-Warbler Bradypterus seebohmi
Seen by a couple people and heard by others neag3a.

Thick-billed Warbler (I) Acrocephalus aedon
One seen well just past the border in India.

Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus
Seen along the Lingmethang Rd.

Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius

Tickell's Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus affinis
This migrant was first seen in Shemgang.

Buff-barred Warbler Phylloscopus pulcher
Common at high elevations.

Ashy-throated Warbler Phylloscopus maculipennis
Fairly common at high and mid-elevations.

Pale-rumped (Lemon-rumped) Warbler  Phylloscopus chloronotus
Common, especially at middle elevations.

Hume's Warbler Phylloscopus humei
First heard in the Mo Chhu Valley, one was seasr lagar Trashigang.

Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides
A couple of these migrants were seen with mixedkio

Large-billed Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris
Only seen a couple times, first in the Cheri Valley

Blyth's Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus reguloides
Common, especially at middle elevations.

Yellow-vented Warbler Phylloscopus cantator
Common, particularly along the Shemgang Rd.

Golden-spectacled (Green-crowned) Warbler  Seicercus burkii
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Two members of the Golden-spectacled Warbler coxnpdeur in Bhutan. This one occurs lower; best avasging bird at Trashigang.

Whistler's Warbler Seicercus whistleri
The higher altitude of the Golden-spectacled compie saw it first at Dochu La.

Gray-hooded Warbler Seicercus xanthoschistos

Common at middle elevations. This species hastlydeeen shown to be a member of the géPludloscopus.

White-spectacled Warbler Seicercus affinis
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Seen several times in mid-altitude forests.

Gray-cheeked Warbler Seicercus poliogenys
Seen a number of times in mid-altitude forestspmekespecially common on the Lingmethang Rd.

Chestnut-crowned Warbler Seicercus castaniceps
Common, especially with mixed flocks in mid-altiéuiorests.

Rufous-faced Warbler Abroscopus albogularis
A couple were seen near Tingtibi.

Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris
One seen very well in a bamboo patch near Tingtibi.

Black-faced Warbler Abroscopus schisticeps
A very handsome warbler, common in eastern Bhuterstly in mid-altitude forests.

Dark-sided (Siberian) Flycatcher Muscicapa sibirica
First seen by Christian only on the Shemgang Reryene else caught up with one on the LingmettRehg

Ferruginous Flycatcher Muscicapa ferruginea
One seen by those who scrambled up a streambed inggibi.

Slaty-backed Flycatcher Ficedula hodgsonii
Seen very well with a mixed flock in the Mo Chhulleég

Rufous-gorgeted Flycatcher Ficedula strophiata
Quite common in the understory at mid- and uppevaions.

Snowy-browed Flycatcher Ficedula hyperythra
Heard only near Deothang.

Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni
Fairly common, seen first in Shemgang.

Ultramarine Flycatcher Ficedula superciliaris
A good number near Punakha, the only place whergamethem.

Sapphire Flycatcher Ficedula sapphire
Great views of this little gem, first near Shemgang again on the Lingmethang Rd.

Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalassinus
A very common bird, but one that you can neverdifte

Large Niltava Niltava grandis
First seen well near Trongsa, we would see it agaithe Lingmethang Rd.

Small Niltava Niltava macgrigoriae
Common, especially by voice, we saw it best inNteeChhu Valley.

Rufous-bellied Niltava Niltava sundara
Not too many seen, but we saw them very well orLthgmethang Rd. and at Korila.

Pale Blue-Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor
Seen very well on the Shemgang Rd.

Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides
Seen well several times, first at our lunch stoghtenway to Pele La then again on the Lingmethathg R

Pygmy Blue-Flycatcher Muscicapella hodgsoni
A tough bird to see, we heard several on the Lirtgemey Rd. and some people had very nice views.

Gray-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis
A common bird, most mixed flocks contained a pair.

Red-flanked Bluetail (Bush-Robin)  Tarsiger cyanurus
Seen very well at some of the high passes, inofudéar Paro, Chele La and Thrumsing La.

White-browed Bush-Robin  Tarsiger indicus
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A brilliant and responsive male showed superbly iSs=ngor.

Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis

White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus
One near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Blue-capped Redstart Phoenicurus caeruleocephala
Christian caught a glimpse of a male in a fruitireg in a the Mo Chhu Valley.

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros
Christian and Tom saw one near Sengor.

Hodgson's Redstart Phoenicurus hodgsoni
Rather common and widespread, we saw mostly fem&lenale was at our camp in the Mo Chhu Valley.

White-throated Redstart Phoenicurus schisticeps
A winter resident nearing the end of its stay, a& females at Chele La and later a male near Sengor

Blue-fronted Redstart Phoenicurus frontalis

White-capped (Water-) Redstart Chaimarrornis leucocephalus
This stunning redstart was seen throughout thertrgppropriate habitat.

Plumbeous Redstart Rhyacornis fuliginosa
A common denizen of streams and rivers in Bhutan.

White-tailed Robin  Cinclidium leucurum
Heard frequently at the appropriate altitudes, @mlg was seen on the Lingmethang Rd.

Little Forktail Enicurus scouleri
A wonderful pair was watched on the Lingmethang Rd.

Black-backed Forktail Enicurus immaculatus
A very responsive male was near Sandrup Jonkhar.

Slaty-backed Forktail Enicurus schistaceus
A beautiful pair was in the Mo Chhu Valley on ouaywback to Punakha.

Spotted Forktail Enicurus maculates
We first caught up with this stunner at our luntdpson the drive to Pele La, we saw another pééflpmear Tingtibi.

Siberian (Common) Stonechat Saxicola maurus
Gray Bushchat Saxicola ferreus

Yellow-bellied Fantail Rhipidura hypoxantha
A regular mixed-flock follower at mid- to upper-e&ions.

White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis
A lively bird that was seen a number of times aldfeé elevations.

White-throated Laughingthrush  Garrulax albogularis
A gregarious and bold laughingthrush that was seemmber of times.

White-crested Laughingthrush  Garrulax leucolophus
A very noisy laughingthrush, we saw it several 8iriacluding a group feeding in the middle of tbad on our way to Trashigang.

Lesser Necklaced Laughingthrush ~ Garrulax monileger
A beautiful pair was well seen near Tingtibi.

Striated Laughingthrush  Garrulax striatus
A common and vocal resident, we saw them numeimest

Rufous-necked Laughingthrush  Garrulax ruficollis
Beautiful views on the lower Lingmethang Rd.

Rufous-chinned Laughingthrush  Garrulax rufogularis
Seen briefly the first time around near Shemgarmghad scope views near our camp on the LingmetRang
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Spotted Laughingthrush  Garrulax ocellatus
A big and beautiful laughingthrush that we saw wee}l at Pele La and Thrumsing La.

Streaked Laughingthrush  Garrulax lineatus
Seen several times in scrubby habitats, this fereometimes split as Bhutan LaughingthrGslimbricatum

Scaly Laughingthrush ~ Garrulax subunicolor
Sonia spied one of these skulkers with the flocteater Rufous-headed Parrotbills on the LingnreghRd.

Blue-winged Laughingthrush ~ Garrulax squamatus
Seen a couple times, best was a very cooperativempghe roadside of the Lingmethang Rd.

Black-faced Laughingthrush ~ Garrulax affinis
Another handsome laughingthrush, we had scope \a¢Wele La and more great views at Korila.

Chestnut-crowned (Red-headed) Laughingthrush Garrulax erythrocephalus
Common by voice, we saw them several times, inolydery well near Shemgang.

Red-faced (Crimson-faced) Liocichla  Liocichla phoenicea
Great views were had of this beauty on the LingareghRd.

Rusty-cheeked Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus erythrogenys
Seen furtively several times, including near Pum@aKhngtibi, the Lingmethang Rd. and Narphung La.

White-browed Scimitar-Babbler = Pomatorhinus schisticeps
Only seen once by those who scrambled up a strehmése Tingtibi.

Streak-breasted Scimitar-Babbler Pomatorhinus ruficollis
Seen a few times, perhaps best with a large miee#t fn bamboo on the Shemgang Rd.

Slender-billed Scimitar-Babbler  Xiphirhynchus superciliaris
A trip highlight, we had great views of this amagipird first on the Shemgang Rd, then again oriLthgmethang Rd.

Pygmy Wren-Babbler Pnoepyga pusilla
Great views of a pair gathering nesting matertads YWendy found in the Mo Chhu Valley.

Rufous-throated Wren-Babbler  Spelaeornis caudatus
It took a few tries, but everyone got good lookthat skulker on the Linmethang Rd.

Spotted Wren-Babbler Spelaeornis formosus
Another skulker, we saw this one best on the Sham&al.

Rufous-capped Babbler Stachyris ruficeps
A common resident of mid-altitude forests, mostexiXlocks had a pair.

Golden Babbler Stachyris chrysaea
A beautiful and fairly common bird of the undergtar mid-altitude forests.

Gray-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps
First seen by a few people near Tingtibi, we saagéin for everyone on the Lingmethang Rd.

Jungle Babbler (I) Turdoides striata
A couple groups were seen on the drive to Guwahati.

Silver-eared Mesia Leiothrix argentauris
After getting glimpses at Narphung La, we had mgmeat views near Deothang.

Red-billed Leiothrix Leiothrix lutea
Only seen a couple times, best was at Korila.

Cutia Cutia nipalensis
Another tour highlight were the many Cutia we saktey put on a particularly incredible show on st morning on the Lingmethang Rd.

Black-headed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius rufiventer
This rare bird was only seen by Christian and Sarear Tingtibi.

White-browed Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis
Seen very well several times, including one thaiplofor the photographers on the Shemgang Rd.
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Green Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius xanthochlorus
Seen a few times at higher elevations than the atiméke-babblers, first in a large mixed flockoaichu La.

Black-eared Shrike-Babbler Pteruthius melanotis
A diminutive but striking shrike-babbler, seen sa¢éimes, including on the Shemgang Rd, Lingmeghad. and at Korila.

Rusty-fronted Barwing Actinodura egertoni
Seen a number of times in mid-altitude foresta/gis first seen on the Shemgang Rd.

Hoary-throated Barwing Actinodura nipalensis
Seen a couple times, first (and best) at Dochu La.

Blue-winged Minla Minla cyanouroptera
Common in mid-altitude forests, usually with mixgutks.

Chestnut-tailed Minla Minla strigula
Numerous, often with other minlas but also occugbér than the others.

Red-tailed Minla Minla ignotincta
Common with mixed flocks in mid-altitude forest&bout 30 formed the core of one flock that we foum¢he rain on the Lingmethang Rd.

Golden-breasted Fulvetta Alcippe chrysotis
This beautiful fulvetta was seen a few times wiilied species flocks, first on the Shemgang Rd.

Yellow-throated Fulvetta Alcippe cinerea
Fairly common in eastern Bhutan, this warbler-fiklvetta was most numerous on the Lingmethang Rd.

Rufous-winged Fulvetta Alcippe castaneceps
Fairly widespread, we first saw this handsomeelitiird at Pele La.

White-browed Fulvetta Alcippe vinipectus
Common, especially at higher altitudes.

Nepal Fulvetta Alcippe nipalensis
Common and not too difficult to see despite regjdinthe understory, we first saw it in the Mo Chhailey.

Rufous-backed Sibia Heterophasia annectens
One seen well near Deothang.

Rufous Sibia Heterophasia capistrata
One of the most common and widespread birds in@huwte saw some impressive gatherings in flowdErnyghrina trees on the Shemgang
Rd.

Striated Yuhina Yuhina castaniceps
Seen regularly at fairly low altitudes, first ndangtibi.

White-naped Yuhina Yuhina bakeri
This handsome yuhina was first seen on the LingamghRd.

Whiskered Yuhina Yuhina flavicollis
A common resident of mid-altitude forests, ofterming about in flocks.

Stripe-throated Yuhina Yuhina gularis
Common and vocal at high altitudes.

Rufous-vented Yuhina Yuhina occipitalis
Seems to replace Whiskered Yuhina at higher aéigud/here it was common.

Black-chinned Yuhina Yuhina nigrimenta
A small yuhina typically seen in flocks at mid doder altitudes, we first saw it near Trongsa.

White-bellied Yuhina (Erpornis)  Yuhina zantholeuca
No longer considered a yuhina, this species isrgdigglaces in the enigmatic gendgpornis. We saw it only a couple times, first on the
Shemgang Rd.

Fire-tailed Myzornis Myzornis pyrrhoura
This sought after bird was seen twice, first atDota by everybody, then seen again by some neayobe

Great Parrotbill Conostoma oemodium
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Only one pair was found, near Sengor, where masgplpesaw them.

Brown Parrotbill Paradoxornis unicolor
Outstanding looks were had of a group of abouttefthese parrotbills at Pele La.

Black-throated Parrothill Paradoxornis nipalensis
A couple of these handsome birds were seen in adhilack in bamboo on the Shemgang Rd.

(Greater) Rufous-headed Parrothill  Paradoxornis ruficeps
One group of these beautiful parrotbills was seethe Lingmethang Rd.

Black-throated Tit Aegithalos concinnus
Flocks of this species were regularly seen at raiétfvations, below the following species.

Black-browed (Rufous-fronted) Tit ~ Aegithalos iouschistos
The higher elevation of the Aegithalos in Bhutan, this species is often split from the Chinese form as Rufous-fronted Tit.

Coal Tit Periparus ater

Rufous-vented Tit Periparus rubidiventris
Gray-crested Tit Lophophanes dichrous
Green-backed Tit Parus monticolus

Yellow-cheeked Tit Parus spilonotus
This handsome tit was seen several times in miagéten forests, first along the Shemgang Rd.

Yellow-browed Tit Sylviparus modestus

Sultan Tit Melanochlora sultanea
This huge tit was seen three times, first alongghemgang Rd.

Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch  Sitta castanea
White-tailed Nuthatch Sitta himalayensis

Beautiful Nuthatch Sitta Formosa
Although we saw it three times, it proved remariaiusive and not everybody saw it well.

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria
This winter resident was seen several times, ifirtte Cheri Valley (on a chorten!). Later threeresseen on the same road cut between Pele
La and Trongsa.

Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris

Rusty-flanked Treecreeper Certhia nipalensis
Seen well a couple times at higher altitudes ssddachu La and Pele La.

Brown-throated Treecreeper Certhia discolor
Seen at lower altitudes than Rusty-flanked, it s@en very well the first time we found it as weadgsled Dochu La.

Fire-capped Tit Cephalopyrus flammiceps
Seen well twice, first in the Mo Chhu Valley thagain at our lunch stop on the way to Pele La.

(Mrs.) Gould's Sunbird Aethopyga gouldiae
Seen best in the Cheri Valley where it was ratlenroon, but numbers dropped off further east.

Green-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga nipalensis
The common sunbird at high altitudes.

Black-throated Sunbird Aethopyga saturate
The common sunbird at mid-altitudes.

Eastern Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja
First seen by some people at Trashigang, the aegiht up with a male near Samdrup Jonkhar.

Fire-tailed Sunbird Aethopyga ignicauda
A few pairs were seen at Pele La, where they weteummbered by Green-tailed Sunbirds.
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Streaked Spiderhunter Arachnothera magna
A few were seen at lower elevations, such as twerddingmethang Rd.

Plain Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor
One was seen very well near Sandrup Jonkhar.

Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectum
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus

Slender-billed Oriole Oriolus tenuirostris
One was seen well near Punakha.

Maroon Oriole Oriolus traillii
A common resident of mid-altitude forests, we shent first in the Mo Chhu Valley.

Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach
Gray-backed Shrike Lanius tephronotus

Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus
First seen near Punakha, we also saw them in India.

Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus

Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus

Lesser Racket-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus remifer
Hair-crested (Spangled) Drongo  Dicrurus hottentottus

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus
Seen harassing a Great Hornbill near Samdrup Jonkha

Ashy Woodswallow Artamus fuscus
Gold-billed (Yellow-billed Blue) Magpie  Urocissa flavirostris

(Common) Green Magpie Cissa chinensis
This beautiful corvid was seen well near Tingtibi.

Rufous Treepie (I) Dendrocitta vagabunda
It became common on the Indian plains.

Gray Treepie Dendrocitta formosae

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica

Eurasian Nutcracker Nucifraga caryocatactes
Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax

Yellow-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus
One seen only briefly at Chele La.

House Crow Corvus splendens

Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos
Common and widespread. The lowland form, whichsewe near Sandrup Jonkhar, is sometimes split @srBakingle CrowC. levaillantii.

Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa
A few were seen well near Sandrup Jonkhar.

Bank Myna Acridotheres ginginianus
These were common once we entered India.

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis

Asian Pied Starling Gracupica contra
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Chestnut-tailed Starling  Sturnia malabarica
First seen at the Punakha Dzong, we saw many nfitheim near Sandrup Jonkhar.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

Russet Sparrow Passer rutilans

Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus

Nutmeg Mannikin (Scaly-breasted Munia)  Lonchura punctulata

Plain Mountain-Finch Leucosticte nemoricola
Common, especially at high altitudes, it was natsual to see flocks of over 100 birds twirling ardu

Crimson-browed Finch  Pinicola subhimachala
Males and females both seen very well, first agRealthen again near Trongsa.

Dark-breasted Rosefinch Carpodacus nipalensis
A small group at Dochu La were a welcome sightrdfte snowstorm cleared.

Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus
We saw females a few times, first on the ShemgahgNRales were seen only near Trashigang.

Beautiful Rosefinch  Carpodacus pulcherrimus
Seen a couple times in scrubby habitat, first iede La. The nominate form from the Himalayaimatimes split from the Chinese form as
Himalayan Beautiful Rosefinch.

Dark-rumped Rosefinch Carpodacus edwardsii
One male was seen well just after the snow clear&@bchu La.

White-browed Rosefinch  Carpodacus thura
Seen a couple times, first at Chele La, then naiesfemales at Pele La and finally a female wal wimixed flock at Thrumsing La. The
nominate form from the Himalayas is sometimes $plin the Chinese form as Himalayan White-browedd®ioch.

Yellow-breasted (Himalayan) Greenfinch  Carduelis spinoides
Seen only a handful of times, first near Thimphu.

Tibetan Serin Serinus thibetanus
Only lan and Josh saw a flock winging its way datve Mo Chhu Valley, fortunately we found more cogpiee flocks near Trongsa that
perched for us.

Brown Bullfinch  Pyrrhula nipalensis
This sluggish bird was seen a few times, first gltre Shemgang Rd. then better the next time araithdscope views on the Lingmethang
Rd.

Red-headed Bullfinch  Pyrrhula erythrocephala
A very confiding group of females was a welcomésajfter the snowstorm at Dochu La. Further ddwendlope we
would find males and females.

Collared Grosbeak Mycerobas affinis
First seen well at Chele La, another male was lat [Bewith a group of White-winged Grosbeaks.

White-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas carnipes
Seen a number of times mostly at high altitudesh sts Chele La and Pele La.

Gold-naped Finch Pyrrhoplectes epaulette
We had nice views of two females early on the Lietiang Rd., then spectacular looks at another diogffemale lower down a few days
later.

Scarlet Finch Haematospiza sipahi
A brilliant group that Norbu found showed very weii the Lingmethang Rd.

Crested Bunting Melophus lathami
First was a singing bird near Punakha, we saw aeuif others in agricultural areas later on.

Little Bunting Emberiza pusilla
This winter visitor was seen several times in sbyufabitats as far west as Thimphu and as farasasarphung.
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Golden Langur Presbytis geei
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This beautiful monkey was common and very confidinghe Shemgang Rd.

Capped Langur Trachypithecus pileatus

Seen only a couple times, first on the LingmethBdgthen again near Sandrup Jonkhar.

Nepal Gray Langur Semnopithecus schistaceus
The highest ranging of the langurs, we saw thethérwest such as at Pele La.

Assam Macaque Macaca assemensis
The most widespread primate we saw.

Rhesus Macaque Macaca mulatto
Seen only near Sandrup Jonkhar.

Yellow-throated Marten Martes flavigula

This beautiful mustelid was seen a number of tinmeduding feeding on rhododendron nectar in therCWalley.

Barking Deer Muntiacus muntjac

Seen only by Peta near Sengor, the rest of us lieamdat night on the Lingmethang Rd.

Himalayan Pika Ochotona roylei

Large-eared Pika Ochotona macrotis

Hodgson's Flying-Squirrel  Petaurista magnificus
One of these huge flying squirrels was seen wipitlighting on the Lingmethang Rd.

Black Giant Squirrel Ratuga bicolor

This beautiful behemoth was seen on the Shemgang Rd

Orange-bellied Squirrel Dremomys lokriah

Hoary-bellied Squirrel Callosciurus pygerythrus

Himalayan Striped Squirrel Tamiops mcclellandii

Goral Nemorhaedus goral

This wonderful animal was first seen in the Cheall®y, but was seen much better in the Mo Chhueyall

Himalayan Serow Capricornis sumatraensis
A mother and her single young were seen on adilen the Lingmethang Rd.

Himalayan Black Bear Ursus thibetanus

A mother and her cub were seen very well on thgriethang Rd. just after seeing the Serow. Ceyténel

mammal of the trip!!

KAZIRANGA EXTENSION TRIP LIST

215 species. Species marked with an asteriskgreween only on the extension.

Species

Little Grebe*
Spot-billed Pelican*
Great Cormorant
Little Cormorant
Darter*

Gray Heron*
Purple Heron
Great Egret
Intermediate Egret
Little Egret

Scientific name
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Pelecanus philippensis
Phalacrocorax carbo
Phalacrocorax niger
Anhinga melanogaster
Ardea cinerea
Ardea purpurea
Ardea alba
Egretta intermedia
Egretta garzetta
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Indian Pond-Heron
Cattle Egret

Striated Heron
Black-crowned Night-Heron
Asian Openbill
Woolly-necked Stork*
Black-necked Stork*
Lesser Adjutant
Greater Adjutant*
Glossy Ibis

Lesser Whistling-Duck
Bar-headed Goose
Ruddy Shelduck
Common Shelduck*
Cotton Pygmy-goose
Eurasian Wigeon
Gadwall*

Spot-billed Duck*
Northern Pintail*
Northern Shoveler*
Common Pochard
Ferruginous Pochard*
Oriental Honey-buzzard
Black Kite

Pallas' Fish-Eagle*
Gray-headed Fish-Eagle*
White-rumped Vulture*
Slender-billed Vulture*
Himalayan Griffon
Eurasian Griffon*
Red-headed Vulture*
Crested Serpent-Eagle
Northern Harrier
Shikra*

Eurasian Buzzard
Changeable Hawk-Eagle*
Mountain Hawk-Eagle
Eurasian Kestrel
Swamp Francolin*

Red Junglefowl*

Kalij Pheasant

Barred Buttonquail*
Brown Crake*
White-breasted Waterhen*
Watercock*

Bengal Florican*

Little Bustard*
Pheasant-tailed Jacana
Bronze-winged Jacana
Gray-headed Lapwing*
Red-wattled Lapwing
Common Ringed Plover*
Long-billed Plover*
Little Ringed Plover
Pintail Snipe*

Common Sandpiper
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Ardeola grayii

Bubulcus ibis

Butorides striata
Nycticorax nycticorax
Anastomus oscitans
Ciconia episcopus
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus
Leptoptilos javanicus
Leptoptilos dubius
Plegadis falcinellus
Dendrocygna javanica
Anser indicus

Tadorna ferruginea
Tadorna tadorna
Nettapus coromandelianus
Anas penelope

Anas strepera

Anas poecilorhyncha
Anas acuta

Anas clypeata

Aythya ferina

Aythya nyroca

Pernis ptilorhynchus
Milvus migrans
Haliaeetus leucoryphus
Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus
Gyps bengalensis

Gyps tenuirostris

Gyps himalayensis
Gyps fulvus

Sarcogyps calvus
Spilornis cheela

Circus cyaneus
Accipiter badius

Buteo buteo

Spizaetus cirrhatus
Spizaetus nipalensis
Falco tinnunculus
Francolinus gularis
Gallus gallus

Lophura leucomelanos
Turnix suscitator
Amaurornis akool
Amaurornis phoenicurus
Gallicrex cinerea
Houbaropsis bengalensis
Tetrax tetrax
Hydrophasianus chirurgus
Metopidius indicus
Vanellus cinereus
Vanellus indicus
Charadrius hiaticula
Charadrius placidus
Charadrius dubius
Gallinago stenura

Actitis hypoleucos
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Green Sandpiper
Common Greenshank*
Marsh Sandpiper*
Wood Sandpiper*
Common Redshank*
Little Stint*

Ruff*

Brown-headed Gull
River Tern*

Rock Pigeon

Oriental Turtle-Dove
Eurasian Collared-Dove
Red Collared-Dove
Spotted Dove

Laughing Dove

Emerald Dove
Thick-billed Pigeon*
Yellow-footed Pigeon*
Green Imperial-Pigeon*
Alexandrine Parakeet*
Rose-ringed Parakeet*
Blossom-headed Parakeet*
Red-breasted Parakeet*
Chestnut-winged Cuckoo*
Large Hawk-Cuckoo
Indian Cuckoo*
Common Cuckoo
Plaintive Cuckoo

Asian Emerald Cuckoo
Asian Drongo-Cuckoo
Asian Koel

Green-billed Malkoha
Greater Coucal*

Lesser Coucal*

Brown Fish-Owl*

Asian Barred Owlet
Spotted Owlet*

Gray Nightjar

Asian Palm-Swift
Red-headed Trogon*
Stork-billed Kingfisher*
White-throated Kingfisher
Pied Kingdfisher*
Blue-tailed Bee-eater*
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater*
Indian Roller*
Dollarbird*

Oriental Pied-Hornbill*
Great Hornbill

Great Barbet

Lineated Barbet
Golden-throated Barbet
Blue-eared Barbet*
Coppersmith Barbet
White-browed Piculet*
Gray-capped Woodpecker*
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Tringa ochropus

Tringa nebularia

Tringa stagnatilis

Tringa glareola

Tringa totanus

Calidris minuta
Philomachus pugnax
Larus brunnicephalus
Sterna aurantia
Columba livia
Streptopelia orientalis
Streptopelia decaocto
Streptopelia tranquebarica
Streptopelia chinensis
Streptopelia senegalensis
Chalcophaps indica
Treron curvirostra
Treron phoenicopterus
Ducula aenea

Psittacula eupatria
Psittacula krameri
Psittacula roseata
Psittacula alexandri
Clamator coromandus
Cuculus sparverioides
Cuculus micropterus
Cuculus canorus
Cacomantis merulinus
Chrysococcyx maculatus
Surniculus lugubris
Eudynamys scolopaceus
Phaenicophaeus tristis
Centropus sinensis
Centropus bengalensis
Ketupa zeylonensis
Glaucidium cuculoides
Athene brama
Caprimulgus indicus
Cypsiurus balasiensis
Harpactes erythrocephalus
Pelargopsis capensis
Halcyon smyrnensis
Ceryle rudis

Merops philippinus
Merops leschenaulti
Coracias benghalensis
Eurystomus orientalis
Anthracoceros albirostris
Buceros bicornis
Megalaima virens
Megalaima lineata
Megalaima franklinii
Megalaima australis
Megalaima haemacephala
Sasia ochracea
Dendrocopos canicapillus

5/12/2008 2:50 P!



Bhutan 2008 tour report

33 0of 35

Streak-throated Woodpecker*
Black-rumped Flameback*
Blue-naped Pitta*

Bengal Bushlark*

Barn Swallow
Red-rumped Swallow
Striated Swallow*

Bank Swallow*

Plain Martin*

Asian Martin

Olive-backed Pipit

White Wagtail

Yellow Wagtail*

Citrine Wagtail

Gray Wagtalil

Large Cuckoo-shrike
Black-winged Cuckoo-shrike
Scarlet Minivet

Ashy Minivet*

Long-tailed Minivet
Black-crested Bulbul
Red-whiskered Bulbul
Red-vented Bulbul
White-throated Bulbul
Golden-fronted Leafbird
Common Tailorbird

Zitting Cisticola*

Common lora

Ashy Prinia*

Plain Prinia*

Dusky Warbler*
Lemon-rumped Warbler
Blyth's Leaf-Warbler
Striated Grassbird*

Taiga Flycatcher*

Small Niltava
Pale-chinned Blue-Flycatcher*
Siberian Stonechat
Verditer Flycatcher
White-tailed Rubythroat*
Oriental Magpie-Robin
White-rumped Shama
Black-naped Monarch*
Greater Necklaced Laughingthrush*
Rufous-necked Laughingthrush
Abbott's Babbler*
Puff-throated Babbler*
Large Scimitar-Babbler*
Rufous-fronted Babbler*
Striped Tit-Babbler*
Chestnut-capped Babbler*
Yellow-eyed Babbler*
Jungle Babbler

Striated Babbler*

Rufous Sibia

Coal Tit
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Picus xanthopygaeus
Dinopium benghalense
Pitta nipalensis

Mirafra assamica
Hirundo rustica
Cecropis daurica
Cecropis striolata
Riparia riparia

Riparia paludicola
Delichon dasypus
Anthus hodgsoni
Motacilla alba

Motacilla flava

Motacilla citreola
Motacilla cinerea
Coracina macei
Coracina melaschistos
Pericrocotus flammeus
Pericrocotus divaricatus
Pericrocotus ethologus
Pycnonotus melanicterus
Pycnonotus jocosus
Pycnonotus cafer
Alophoixus flaveolus
Chloropsis aurifrons
Orthotomus sutorius
Cisticola juncidis
Aegithina tiphia

Prinia socialis

Prinia inornata
Phylloscopus fuscatus
Phylloscopus proregulus
Phylloscopus reguloides
Megalurus palustris
Ficedula albicilla
Niltava macgrigoriae
Cyornis poliogenys
Saxicola maurus
Eumyias thalassinus
Luscinia pectoralis
Copsychus saularis
Copsychus malabaricus
Hypothymis azurea
Garrulax pectoralis
Garrulax ruficollis
Malacocincla abbotti
Pellorneum ruficeps
Pomatorhinus hypoleucos
Stachyris rufifrons
Macronous gularis
Timalia pileata
Chrysomma sinense
Turdoides striata
Turdoides earlei
Heterophasia capistrata
Periparus ater
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Chestnut-bellied Nuthatch
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch*
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird*
Eastern Crimson Sunbird
Little Spiderhunter*
Streaked Spiderhunter
Plain Flowerpecker
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker
Oriental White-eye
Black-hooded Oriole*
Asian Fairy-bluebird*
Long-tailed Shrike
Gray-backed Shrike
Large Woodshrike*
Common Woodshrike*
Black Drongo

Bronzed Drongo

Greater Racket-tailed Drongo
Ashy Woodswallow
Rufous Treepie

House Crow

Large-billed Crow
Slender-billed Oriole
Chestnut-tailed Starling
Common Hill Myna
White-vented Myna*
Jungle Myna

Bank Myna*

Common Myna

Asian Pied Starling
House Sparrow

Eurasian Tree Sparrow
Baya Weaver*

Yellow Weaver*

Chestnut Munia*

Nutmeg Mannikin

Mammals Checklist
Species

Rhesus Macaque
Hoolock Gibbon*
Grey Langur
Common Palm Civet*
Tiger*

Indian Elephant*
Indian Rhinoceros*
Wild Boar*

Barking Deer
Swamp Deer*

Hog Deer*

Sambar Deer*
Water Buffalo*
Black Giant Squirrel
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Sitta castanea

Sitta frontalis
Chalcoparia singalensis
Aethopyga siparaja
Arachnothera longirostra
Arachnothera magna
Dicaeum concolor
Dicaeum ignipectum
Dicaeum cruentatum
Zosterops palpebrosus
Oriolus xanthornus
Irena puella

Lanius schach

Lanius tephronotus
Tephrodornis gularis
Tephrodornis pondicerianus
Dicrurus macrocercus
Dicrurus aeneus
Dicrurus paradiseus
Artamus fuscus
Dendrocitta vagabunda
Corvus splendens
Corvus macrorhynchos
Oriolus tenuirostris
Sturnia malabarica
Gracula religiosa
Acridotheres grandis
Acridotheres fuscus
Acridotheres ginginianus
Acridotheres tristis
Gracupica contra
Passer domesticus
Passer montanus
Ploceus philippinus
Ploceus megarhynchus
Lonchura atricapilla
Lonchura punctulata

Scientific name
Macaca mulatra
Hylobates hoolock
Presbytis entellus
Paradoxurus hermaphroditus
Panthera tigris
Elephas maximus
Rhinoceros unicornis
Sus scrofa
Muntiacus muntjac
Cervus duvauceli
Cervus porcinus
Cervus unicolor
Bubalus arnee
Ratufa bicolor
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