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Blue-throated Macaw’s – Rob Tizzard 

 ITINERARY 
 

This tour of Bolivia was designed to visit two principal bio-regions in the country from the eastern 
lowlands of Beni and the dry valles of Central Bolivia.  We delved into the savannas of the Santa Cruz 
lowlands to the semi-arid “Valles” of Che Guevara country but the main aim was the two endemic 
Macaws – Red-fronted and Blue-throated and everything else we saw was an added bonus and we 
saw a lot!!. We recorded around 280 species in just over a week. Bolivia has only 16 true endemics but 
lots of others are hrd to see in neighbouring countries. We saw 5 of them – 2 being big Macaws!  In 
Beni on the Llanos de Moxos we saw some species that could be species endemic to the Beni. Note 
the subspecies name for future reference when many of these will be shown to be true Beni Endemic 
Bird Area species. 

Plain Softtail Thripophaga fusciceps fusciceps. All experts agree, this is not the same species. Strong 
variation in behaviour (species is gregarious with family nesting), vocalizations, habitat, and nesting. 
Someone just needs to write it up. Beni Softtail please. We had great looks. 

Gray-crested Cacholote Pseudoseisura unirufa - A recent split from the Rufous Cachalote. There is an 
odd gap between two populations and the one her has a rufous crest! 

Velvet-fronted Grackle Lampropsar tanagrinus boliviensis. Experts agree, the birds in the Beni are not 
the same species. Beni Grackle please.  

Rusty-collared Seedeater Sporophila collaris ochrascens- Alvaro Jaramillo writes in the Handbook of 
the birds of the world Vol 16, "Some birds in extreme NE part of range essentially black and white..." 
Jaramillo states "further study needed". 



Great Pampa-finch Embernagra platensis – the birds in the Beni are not even distinguished to 
subspecies. They should be Embernagra platensis beniana. Slight plumage variation, and there would 
appear to be strong song variation.  
 

THE SCHEDULE 
 
October 1st: Afternoon birding with our driver Pepe to the Lomas de Arena Municipal Park. Several 
types of habitats are preserved in the area: savannahs, dry forest, marshes and large water bodies. 
The area is also a stopover and wintering ground for many Austral and Boreal migrants. Night Hotel 
Cortez Santa Cruz 

October 2nd: All morning in the Botanical Gardens. The Santa Cruz Botanical Gardens is easy access to 
the Chiquitano Dry Forest bird community including the Bolivian Speciality Bolivian Slaty-Antshrike. 
The Botanical Gardens is an isolated fragment of Chiquitano dry forest with some patches of what the 
botanists call Chiquitano/Chaqueño transitional forest. The area also has a small marsh and borders 
on agricultural fields and pastures and Chaco influenced scrub. Over 230 birds have been compiled in 
the area, including approximately 120 commonly seen birds and 65 breeding species. A hearty lunch 
and beer at a local restaurant and late afternoon at Lomas de Arena again. Night in Santa Cruz at the 
Hotel Cortez 

October 3rd: Early start to the somewhat disorganized local El Trompillo airport and Mertoliner flight to 
Trinidad. We were met by our local guide and fixer Lyliam and we headed out to Loma Suarez. 
Trinidad is one of the best birding cities we have come across. Natural Chestnut-fronted Macaws roost 
in the church steeple. Blue-and-yellow Macaws fly around the outskirts of the city. A marsh area 5 
minutes on the edge of the city has over 100 bird species. The city is the capital of the department of 
Beni, the great vast tropical savannah of Bolivia. The main habitat here is the Savannas of Beni, one of 
three endemic habitats in Bolivia with its assortment of endemic and suspected endemic species. At 
San Ramon we birded a dirt road that travels beside the river, on your right as you arrive, travelling 
north (with the current of the river) into disturbed Varzea forest. We went to the El Pantonal great 
fish restaurant for lunch and did some local birding from our safari style pick up out towards Laguna 
Suarez. Night in Trinidad 

October 4th:  We birded our way to the rustic and very authentic El Cutal Ranch. Arriving in the 
afternoon we immediately headed for the Attalea palm grove (Attalea maripa) – home to a pair of 
Blue-throated Macaws. Where we had splendid views on an amorous pair mutually preening in the 
late afternoon. Noisy bigger and more aggressive Blue and Yellow Macaws were here too! Please with 
our scope views we headed back to the ranch for wonderful home cooked dinner and bed. Night at El 
Cutal Ranch 
 
October 5th:  Rain – and it rained a lot and our plan to bird the gallery forest at La Habana was 
scuppered by impassable muddy tracks, so we birded the ranch area on foot picking up some good 
birds, a far too big lunch and then to the Ipurupuru River for an afternoon river trip and again rain 
stopped play – we had barely gotten out when a huge rain and windstorm hit and we were forced to 
give up! Deciding to head back to the ranch – the road crew had closed the road as being too muddy 
and slick and we had to wait quite a while before being allowed through and making it back due to 
some superlative driving by our driver. Night Cutal Ranch. 
 

http://www.birdbolivia.com/Bolivian%20Specialities.html


October 6th:  Saying our farewells to the Cutal Ranch folks, we went as early as we could to the La 
Habana Ranch and the gallery forest and had a good mornings birding here before heading to Trinidad 
and our flight back to Trinidad on a splendid evening. Pepe as waiting to take us to the Hotel Cortez.  
 
October 7th:  We started after a 6:30 am breakfast and made a birding stop ay Laguna Los Volcanes 
which proved productive with co-operative Slaty Gnateaters and more before a brief desert stop near 
La Pallizada and onto our hotel in Comararpa at 1850 meters. 
 
October 8th: Macaw day! And what a show – we drove down to San Rafael and the Rio Misque near 
Saipina and were treated to 40+ Red-fronted Macaws – wow. Morning birding here and return to 
Comarapa for lunch and then afternoon birding above Torrecillas at 2800-2850 meters. Night 
Comparapa 
 
October 9th: Morning below Torrecillas 2600 meters and then a drive back to Santa Cruz with a couple 
of birding stops along the way and late night flights home for some and next day for Barry. 

 

THE BIRDS 
Taxonomy: 
SACC = South American Classification Committee (Nov 2012) 
http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCBaseline.html 
IOC = International Ornithologist’s Union  http://www.worldbirdnames.org/ 

 

* = Heard Only 
RR = Restricted-range species  
E = Endemic to Bolivia 
Conservation Status: Follows Birdlife International 
 

 Rheidae (Rheas) 
GREATER RHEA (Rhea americana) 
We found this large ratite seeing it four days in a row. 
 
Tinamidae (Tinamous) 
UNDULATED TINAMOU (Crypturellus undulatus) 
One seen well at the Santa Cruz Botanical Gardens 
 
RED-WINGED TINAMOU (Rhynchotus rufescens) 
One seen and many more heard 
 
WHITE-BELLIED NOTHURA (Nothura boraquira) 
One seen on the first afternoon at Lomas de Arena 
 
Anhimidae (Screamers) 
SOUTHERN SCREAMER (Chauna torquata) 
A great tour for this species, we found dozens on 4 days.  
 

http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCBaseline.html
http://www.worldbirdnames.org/


Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl) 
WHITE-FACED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna viduata) 
Around 50 seen near the El Cutal Ranch 
 
BLACK-BELLIED WHISTLING-DUCK (Dendrocygna autumnalis) 
Many near El Cutal 
 
BRAZILAN TEAL (Amazonetta braziliensis) 
Two at Lomas de Arena 
 
MASKED DUCK (Nomonyx dominicus) 
A male at Laguna Los Volcanes and at least one male and 4 female on a lake near Saipina 
 
Cracidae (Guans, Chachalacas, and Curassows) 
SPECKLED CHACHALACA (Ortalis guttata) 
Seen on 3 days. 
 
BLUE-THROATED PIPING GUAN (Pipile pipile) 
On near El Cutal. The SACC says: As noted by Ridgely & Greenfield (2001), evidence for species rank for 
the four species of Pipile is weak, and various authors have used just about every possible permutation 
of species limits. Many authors (e.g., Hilty & Brown 1986, Hilty 2003) continue to treat them as a single 
species, Pipile pipile ("Common Piping-Guan"), whereas others (e.g., Hellmayr & Conover 1942, Meyer 
de Schauensee 1966, Sibley & Monroe 1990, del Hoyo 1994) consider all four major groups as separate 
species, the treatment followed here. Sibley & Monroe (1990) and del Hoyo (1994) considered P. pipile, 
P. cumanensis, and P. cujubi to form a superspecies, but excluded P. jacutinga. Although the latter has 
been considered sympatric with P. p. grayi in eastern Paraguay (Blake 1977), del Hoyo & Motis (2004) 
noted that the evidence for sympatry is weak. Meyer de Schauensee (1970) and Blake (1977) considered 
cumanensis to be conspecific with P. pipile, but considered cujubi and jacutinga to be separate species. 
Peters (1934) considered the genus to contain three species: P. pipile, P. cumanensis, and P. jacutinga. 
Pinto (1938) treated cujubi as a subspecies of P. pipile (and cumanensis, grayi, and jacutinga as species), 
but later (Pinto 1964) treated cujubi as a subspecies of P. jacutinga. Where P. cujubi nattereri and P. 
cumanensis grayi meet in eastern Bolivia, they interbreed freely, forming a hybrid swarm (del Hoyo and 
Motis 2004)<track down original reference>, and so this suggests that species limits should be re-
evaluated and returned to those of Delacour & Amadon (1973), who considered the genus to contain 
two species: P. pipile (including cumanensis, cujubi, etc.) and P. Jacutinga (Black-fronted Piping-Guan). 
Proposal needed. VULNERABLE 
 
Podicipedidae (Grebes) 
LEAST GREBE (Tachybaptus dominicus) 
A few seen thoughout 
 
Ciconiidae (Storks) 
MAGUARI STORK (Ciconia maguari) 
Around 8 seen on two separate days 
 
JABIRU (Jabiru mycteria) 
Good numbers of this scary impressive species as well and seen four days as well. Too much in fact. 
Would not like to meet one in a dark alley! 



 
WOOD STORK (Mycteria americana) 
Common 
 
Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants and Shags) 
NEOTROPIC CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax brasilianus) 
 
Anhingidae (Anhingas) 
ANHINGA (Anhinga anhinga) 
2 seen in the way to La Habana Ranch 
 
Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns) 
RUFESCENT TIGER-HERON (Tigrisoma lineatum) 
Large numbers in Beni of 20+ daily 
 
COCOI HERON (Ardea cocoi) 
Common in Beni 
 
GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba) 
Common in Beni 
 
SNOWY EGRET (Egretta thula) 
Common in Beni 
 
CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus ibis) 
Common 
 
STRIATED HERON (Butorides striata) 
Seen two days – three in total. 
 
WHISTLING HERON (Syrigma sibilatrix) 
This handsome species was seen almost daily. 
 
CAPPED HERON (Pilherodius pileatus) 
We found 3 individuals on 3 different days in Beni.  
 
BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT-HERON (Nycticorax nycticorax) 
Only one seen at the Botanical Gardens in Santa Cruz 
 
Threskiornithidae (Ibises and Spoonbills) 
GREEN IBIS (Mesembrinibis cayennensis) 
Small numbers in more wooded areas in the Beni 
 
BARE-FACED (WHISPERING) IBIS (Phimosus infuscatus) 
Maybe 20 in total. 
 
WHITE-FACED IBIS (Plegadis chihi) 
Around 20 at San Rafael 



 
PLUMBEOUS IBIS (Theristicus caerulescens) 
Seen 3 days and commonly vocal at El Cutal Ranch 
 
BUFF-NECKED IBIS (Theristicus caudatus) 
Fairly common around the ranch, seen 5 days 
 
ROSEATE SPOONBILL (Platalea ajaja) 
Common 
 
Cathartidae (New World Vultures) 
BLACK VULTURE (Coragyps atratus) 
 
TURKEY VULTURE (Cathartes aura) 
 
LESSER YELLOW-HEADED VULTURE (Cathartes burrovianus) 
Quite common in the Beni lowlands. Seen on four days in numbers. 
 
Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites) 
SWALLOW-TAILED KITE (Elanoides forficatus) 
One only 
 
SNAIL KITE (Rostrhamus sociabilis) 
Common on roadside ponds 
 
PLUMBEOUS KITE (Ictinia plumbea) 
6 seen on two different days. 
 
BLACK-COLLARED HAWK (Busarellus nigricollis) 
Common and seen four days. 
 
CRANE HAWK (Geranospiza caerulescens) 
Two individuals seen 
 
GREAT BLACK-HAWK (Buteogallus urubitinga) 
Common on four days. 
 
SAVANNA HAWK (Buteogallus meridionalis) 
Ditto. 
 
CROWNED EAGLE (Harpyhaliaetus coronatus) 
YES! This one went down to the wire but eventually we found a soaring ~1 year old bird - one of the 
continent's most spectacular eagles. ENDANGERED 
 
ROADSIDE HAWK (Buteo magnirostris) 
The dark hooded race was common 
 
WHITE-TAILED HAWK (Buteo albicaudatus) 



One only in Beni 
 
Aramidae (Limpkin) 
LIMPKIN (Aramus guarauna) 
This is a good part of the world if you are a Limpkin. We saw no less than 100+ in route to the ranch in 
Beni, and observed them 5 days of the trip. 
 
Rallidae (Rails, Gallinules, and Coots) 
GRAY-NECKED WOOD-RAIL (Aramides cajanea) 
Several seen and heard at night 
 
PURPLE GALLINULE (Porphyrio martinicus) 
One seen on Laguna Los Volcanes 
 
COMMON GALLINULE (Gallinula galeata) 
Fairly common on water bodies in the Valles. The SACC Says: Vocal, plumage, and genetic data suggest 
that New World populations of widely distributed Gallinula chloropus (Common Moorhen) should be 
treated as a separate species (Constantine 2006, Groenenberg et al. 2008). SACC proposal passed to 
treat New World populations as a separate species, Gallinula galeata, from Old World populations 
 
Heliornithidae (Finfoots) 
SUNGREBE (Heliornis fulica) We had looks at the Santa Crauz Botanical Gardens 
 
Charadriidae (Plovers and Lapwings) 
SOUTHERN LAPWING (Vanellus chilensis) 
Common and noisy 
 
COLLARD PLOVER (Charadrius collaris) 
One on our last day 
 
Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies) 
UPLAND SANDPIRPER (Bartramia longicauda) 
2 in Beni 
 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER (Tringa solitaria) 
 
GREATER YELLOWLEGS (Tringa melanoleuca) 
Several here and there 
 
LESSER YELLOWLEGS (Tringa flavipes) 
Two in Beni 
 
SOLITARY SANDPIPER (Tringa solitaria) 
A few solitary birds in Beni 
 
WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER (Calidris fuscicollis) 
 
PECTORAL SANDPIPER (Calidris melanotos) 

http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCprop416.html


 
Jacanidae (Jacanas) 
WATTLED JACANA (Jacana jacana) 
Good jacana country too. They were everywhere. 
 
Laridae (Gulls, Terns, and Skimmers) 
LARGE-BILLED TERN (Phaetusa simplex) 
Seen on 4 days. Many were heard giving their Laughing Gull-like call. 
 
Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves) 
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia) 
 
PALE-VENTED PIGEON (Patagioenas cayennensis) 
Common in Beni 
 
PICAZURO PIGEON (Patagioenas picazuro) 
Less numerous yhan the former species 
 
EARED DOVE (Zenaida auriculata) 
 
RUDDY GROUND-DOVE (Columbina talpacoti) 
 
PICUI GROUND-DOVE (Columbina picui) 
 
WHITE-TIPPED DOVE (Leptotila verreauxi) 
 
Opisthocomidae (Hoatzin) 
HOATZIN (Opisthocomus hoazin) 
Two of these strange, pre-historic, clumsy, herbivorous birds near El Cutal Ranch. 
 
Cuculidae (Cuckoos) 
DARK-BILLED CUCKOO (Coccyzus melacoryphus) 
One near the ranch buildings at El Cutal 
 
SQUIRREL CUCKOO (Piaya cayana) 
At least 5 
 
GUIRA CUCKOO (Guira guira) 
Daily. 
 
STRIPED CUCKOO (Tapera naevia) 
3 seen in total. 
 
SMOOTH-BILLED ANI (Crotophaga ani) 
Common 
 
Strigidae (Owls) 
LESSER (GREAT) HORNED OWL (Bubo virginianus megallanicus) 



One in the palm stand by the Blue-throated Macaw pair was sen by Claire. König et al. (1996, 1999), 
followed by Marks et al. (1999), Mazar Barnett & Pearman (2001), Jaramillo (2003), and Wink et al. 
(2008), recognized B. magellanicus as separate from B. virginianus based primarily on vocal differences; 
critical intermediate populations, however, have yet to be sampled. SACC proposal to recognize as 
separate species did not pass. [NACC rejected a proposal to recognized magellanicus as a species 
pending more thorough study, including sampling of critical intermediate populations.] 
 
TROPICAL SCREECH OWL (Megascops choliba)* 
 
FERRUGINOUS PYGMY-OWL (Glaucidium brasilianum) 
One inhabiting the rafters of the lodge was especially nice and seen on two days. 
 
BURROWING OWL (Athene cunicularia) 
Four at Lomas de Arena 
 
Caprimulgidae (Nightjars and Allies) 
COMMON PAURAQUE (Nyctidromus albicollis) 
 
Apodidae (Swifts) 
WHITE-COLLARED SWIFT (Streptoprocne zonaris) 
A flock of 20+ on a drive in the Valles 
 
Trochilidae (Hummingbirds) 
BUFF-BELLIED HERMIT (Phaethornis subochraceus) 
One at El Cutal 
 
SWALLOW-TAILED HUMMINGBIRD (Eupetomena macroura) 
Several good studies of this handsome hummingbird. 
 
BLACK-THROATED MANGO (Anthracothorax nigricollis) 
One seen 
 
GREEN-TAILED TRAINBEARER (Lesbia nuna) 
One near Torrecillas 
 
RED-TAILED COMET (Sappho sparganura) 
2 near Torrecillas 
 
WHITE-TAILED GOLDENTHROAT (Polytmus guainumbi) 
An uncommon species of open habitats, we got views of one on the ranch. 
 
GLITTERING-THROATED EMERALD (Amazilia fimbriata) 
Common 
 
WHITE-BELLIED HUMMINGBIRD (Amazilia chionogaster) 
Common in the Valles 
 
Trogonidae (Trogons) 

http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCprop328.html


BLACK-TAILED TROGON (Trogon melanurus) 
One seen 
 
BLUE-CROWNED TROGON (Trogon curucui) 
Views of at least four. 
 
Alcedinidae (Kingfishers) 
RINGED KINGFISHER (Megaceryle torquata) 
 
AMAZON KINGFISHER (Chloroceryle amazona) 
 
Momotidae (Motmots) 
AMAZONIAN MOTMOT (Momotus momota) 
We saw two. The Blue-crowned Motmot complex is now recognized as 5 distinct species by Stiles 2009, 
SACC 412 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1. Distributions of the forms of the “Momotus momota” complex treated in this study: From 
northwest to southeast, LE = lessonii; CO = conexus; RE = reconditus; SU = subrufescens; OL = olivaresi; 
SP = spatha; OS = osgoodi; BA = bahamensis; AQ = aequatorialis; AR = argenticinctus; MI = 
microstephanus; MO = momota. Note the high degree of geographical replacement among taxa; only 
conexus, reconditus and subrufescens overlap appreciably (and olivaresi is indistinguishable from 
subrufescens). 
 
Blue-diademed 
Motmot 

            Momotus lessonii       MA : s Mexico to w Panama  

 
Whooping Motmot 

      
            Momotus subrufescens 

 
      LA : c Panama, n Colombia, n Venezuela; w            
Ecuador, nw Peru 

 

 
  

 
Trinidad Motmot             Momotus bahamensis        SA : Trinidad and Tobago  
 
Amazonian Motmot 

      
            Momotus momota    

       
       SA : Amazonia 

 



 
  

 
Andean Motmot             Momotus aequatorialis         SA : Andes from Colombia to w Bolivia  
 
Galbulidae (Jacamars) 
RUFOUS-TAILED JACAMAR (Galbula ruficauda) 
The common easily seen Jacamar 
 
Bucconidae (Puffbirds) 
Spot-backed Puffbird Nystalus maculatus striatipectus 
One at Lomas de Arena. Silva (1991) considered striatipectus a separate species (Chaco Puffbird) from 
Nystalus maculatus; not followed by Rasmussen & Collar (2002). The IOC says: Nystalus striatipectus 
(Chaco Puffbird) is an established split from N. Maculates (Caatinga Puffbird) in Brasil (Silva 1991); SACC 
needs proposal re status and name of Spot-backed Puffbird 
 
BLACK-FRONTED NUNBIRD (Monasa nigrifrons) 
Nice encounters of two groups one at La Habana. 
 
Ramphastidae (Toucans) 
CHESTNUT-EARED ARACARI (Pteroglossus castanotis) 
One seen. “Arasari” is a Brazilian Amerindian name for a small toucan. In Greek Pteroglossus means 
“feather tongued” a reference to the slim feather-like tongues of toucans and aracaris 
 
TOCO TOUCAN (Ramphastos toco) 
Less a woodland species than other toucans, this species has managed to do okay with the increased 
forest fragmentation. We saw them on 3 days, and as usual almost all sightings were of birds in flight. 
 
Picidae (Woodpeckers) 
WHITE-WEDGED PICULET (Picumnus albosquamatus) 
Great views of one at La Habana. Picumnus albosquamatus interbreeds to varying uncertain degrees 
with P. dorbignyanus, P. temminckii, and P. cirrhatus (Short 1982, Winkler & Christie 2002), and may be 
part of that superspecies (Short 1982); it was considered conspecific with P. minutissimus by Meyer de 
Schauensee (1966), following Gyldenstolpe (1945), but see Short (1982) 
 
OCELLATED PICULET (Picumnus dorbignyanus) 
2 at Laguna Los Volcanes 
 
WHITE WOODPECKER (Melanerpes candidus) 
Though mostly, a grassland or open country species, this bird is well-liked by citrus farmers because it 
preys upon bees that are a pest in citrus groves. Seen on 3 days. 
 
YELLOW-TUFTED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes cruentatus) 
Another species that fares well in degraded forest, we found them common outside of Trinidad. 
 
WHITE-FRONTED WOODPECKER (Melanerpes cactorum).  
Common at Samaipata and Saipina areas. 
 
 
 



 
White-fronted Woodpecker – Rob Tizzard 

 
STRIPED WOODPECKER (Veniliornis lignarius)  
One seen well near San Rafael in response to playback 
 
LITTLE WOODPECKER (Veniliornis passerinus) 
Seen 4 days. Quite common 
 
GOLDEN-GREEN WOODPECKER (Piculus chrysochloros) 
8 seen in total 
 
GREEN-BARRED WOODPECKER (Colaptes melanochloros) 
Fairly common – it’s a Colpates so why not Flicker? 
 

 
Green-barred Flicker - Rob Tizzard 



 
CAMPO FLICKER (Colaptes campestris) 
Common 
 
PALE-CRESTED WOODPECKER (Celeus lugubris) 
A cooperative male at La Habana was stunning! 
 

 
Pale-crested Woodpecker – Rob Tizzard 

LINEATED WOODPECKER (Dryocopus lineatus) 
Common 
 
Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras) 
SOUTHERN CARACARA (Caracara plancus) 
Common 
 
YELLOW-HEADED CARACARA (Milvago chimachima) 
 
AMERICAN KESTREL (Falco sparverius) 
 
APLOMADO FALCON (Falco femoralis) 
Three  individuals on one day on the way back to Trinidad. 
 
 
Psittacidae (Parrots) 
MITRED PARAKEET (Aratinga mitrata) 
Common in the Valles 
 
WHITE-EYED PARAKEET (Aratinga leucophthalma) 
We saw a lot in Beni. These birds we saw 4/5 days in the field. 
 
BLUE-CROWNED PARAKEET (Aratinga acuticaudata) 
Common in the Valle and a few near Santa Cruz 
 
DUSKY-HEADED PARAKEET (Aratinga weddellii) 



We found this western Amazonian species on common near the El Cutal Ranch. 
 
PEACH-FRONTED PARAKEET (Aratinga aurea) 
A handsome species we came to know well during our stay in Beni. 
 
GREEN-CHEEKED PARAKEET (Pyrrhura molinae) 
We saw 2 subspecies restricta in the Santa Cruz lowlands, nominate molinae in the hills. 
 
(E) CLIFF PARAKEET (Myiopsitta luchsi) 15+ birds between La Palizada and San Rafael A Bolivian endemic 
occurring only in the centre of the country. Tiny range.  

 

 
Cliff Parakeet – Rob Tizzard 

 
CHESTNUT-FRONTED MACAW (Ara severus) 
Common and noisy on the Moxos Savannas. 
 
RED-AND-GREEN MACAW (Ara chloropterus) 
Not common – 6 seen in total – probably needs more contiguous forest 
 
 (E) RED FRONTED MACAW (Ara rubrogenys) 
EXCELLENT! One of the big two we came to see. We were treated to repeated views in the scope and 
flyovers along the Rio Misque. This species has a very small and declining population. Conservative 
estimates of numbers suggest that all subpopulations are extremely small. endemic to a small area on 
the east Andean slope of south-central Bolivia, from south Cochabamba and west Santa Cruz through 
north Chuquisaca to north-east Potosí. It is principally found in the valley systems of the ríos Grande, 
Mizque, Caine and Pilcomayo. It is locally common but declining, with the population variously 
estimated at 2,000-4,000 individuals in 1991-1992 (Pitter and Christiansen 1995), or as few as 1,000 in 
1991 (Clarke and Duran Patiño 1991). In the Caine valley (Cochabamba and Potosí) 40-100 indivuduals 



were considered resident and secure in 1989-1992, but only one was seen during five days fieldwork in 
1995 (Pitter and Christiansen 1995, Herzog et al. 1997). Conservative estimates in 2007 indicated there 
were fewer than 500 breeding pairs, although not all nesting colonies had been found, and there were 
additional non-breeding adults in any given year (S. K. Herzog in litt. 2007). A survey conducted in 2011 
(A. Rojas, F. Hiraldo and J. L. Tella in litt. 2012) attempted to cover the entire range of the species, 
locating 34-35 occupied nesting sites in cliffs, of which 16 were previously unknown, as well as a small 
population breeding in palms (Rojas et al. 2012). The survey counted 130 pairs, of which 67-86 were 
breeding and the rest probably did not attempt to breed (immature pairs). A moderate and ongoing 
population decline is suspected owing to continued illegal trade, compounded by habitat loss and 
persecution as a crop pest. ENDANGERED 
 

 
Red-fronted Macaw – Rob Tizzard 

 
BLUE-AND-YELLOW MACAW (Ara ararauna) 
Our most commonly seen macaw, and a big and handsome one as well.  
 
(E) BLUE-THROATED MACAW (Ara glaucogularis) 
YES!!! The big target for all of us and the one we came to Beni to see -, and what a treat it was to track 
down a lovely, and amorous pair of these rarest of parrots. With only ~200 thought remaining in the 
wild the species is indeed critically endangered. The chief threats to it are the cage bird trade and also 
competition with the larger Blue-and-Yellow Macaws for nest sites. Recent conservation efforts have 
helped the species and indeed now most locals understand the plight of the species, affectionately 
referring to them as "Barba azul" or "Bluebeards". Its population is extremely small and each isolated 
subpopulation is tiny and declining as a result of trade and habitat loss. Overall, it is likely to have 
undergone an extremely rapid population reduction over the past three generations. Ara glaucogularis 
is known from the Llanos de Mojos in north Bolivia, being concentrated east of the upper Río Mamoré, 
Beni (Duffield and Hesse 1997, Yamashita and Barros 1997), where the wild population was discovered 
in 1992. In 2007, the total population was estimated to number 250-300 individuals occupying a range 



of c.4,000 km, with 70 individuals discovered at a dry season roost site that year (Waugh 2007). 
However, information now suggests the population is unlikely to number more than 115 individuals. An 
estimated 1,200 or more wild-caught birds were exported from Bolivia during the 1980s, suggesting that 
the population was formerly much higher (Yamashita and Barros 1997). The population size is estimated 
to number c.110-130 individuals in the wild (J. Gilardi in litt. 2012), roughly equivalent to 73-87 mature 
individuals. CRITICALLY ENDANGERED 
 

 
Blue and Yellow Macaw – Rob Tizzard 

 
YELLOW-COLLARED MACAW (Primolius auricollis) 
2 seen at a distance in the Botanical Gardens 
 
BLUE-WINGED PARROTLET (Forpus xanthopterygius) 
Daily. 
 
YELLOW-CHEVRONED PARAKEET (Brotogeris chiriri) 
Common. 
 

COBALT-WINGED PARAKEET (Brotogeris cyanoptera) 
A flock of 6 in Beni 
 
BLUE-HEADED PARROT (Pionus menstruus) 
Only 8 seen 
 

SCALY-HEADED PARROT (Pionus maximiliani) 
2 at the Botanical Gardens 
 
BLUE-FRONTED AMAZON (Amazona aestiva) 



Fairly common with 6 on one day. 
 
ORANGE-WINGED AMAZON (Amazona amazonica) 
One pair seen near El Cutal. 
 
SCALY-NAPED AMAZON (Amazona mercenaries) 
60+ near Torrecillas 
 
Thamnophilidae (Typical Antbirds) 
GREAT ANTSHRIKE (Taraba major) 
Common and greta looks at several. 
 
BARRED ANTSHRIKE (Thamnophilus doliatus) 
Afew seen 
 
(RR) BOLIVIAN SLATY-ANTSHRIKE (Thamnophilus sticturus) 
In the Botanical Gardens and good views of one at Habana. Occurs just over the border in Brazil 
 

 
Bolivian Slaty Antshrike Female – Rob Tizzard 

 
 

RUFOUS-CAPPED ANTSHRIKE (Thamnophilus ruficacapillus) Great looks at this snazzy Antshrike . We saw 
the cochabambae race 
 
 
 



 
Rufous-capped Antshrike  – Rob Tizzard 

 
 
STRIPE-BACKED ANTBIRD (Myrmochilus striglatus) A striking Antbird seen in the Santa Cruz Botanical 
Gradens in Chiquitiano woodland. 
 
MATO GROSSO ANTBIRD (Cercomacra melanaria) 
Great views of a male at Loma Suarez. 
 
RUSTY-BACKED ANTWREN (Formicivora rufa) 
A couple behaved well at El Cutal ranch 
 
WHITE-BACKED FIRE-EYE (Pyriglena leuconota)  
One at Loma Suarez 
 
Melanopareiidae (CRESENTCHESTS) 
OLIVE-CROWNED CRESCENTCHEST (Melanopareia maximiliani)*  
 
Conophagidae (GNATEATERS) 
(RR) SLATY GNATEATER (Conophaga ardesiaca)  
Seen at really well at Laguna Los Volcanes 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Slaty Gnateater – Rob Tizzard 

 
Furnariidae (Ovenbirds and Woodcreepers) 
OLIVACEOUS WOODCREEPER (AMAZONIAN) (Sittasomus griseicapillus viridis) 
2 at La Habana. Watch this species as it WILL be split several ways 
 

 
 

Olivaceous Woodcreeper – Rob Tizzard 



 
GREAT RUFOUS WOODCREEPER (Xiphocolaptes major) 
That is a BIG rufous Woodcreeper! We saw bout 10 of them. 
 

 
Great Rufous Woodcreeper – Rob Tizzard 

 
BLACK-BANDED WOODCREEPER (Dendrocolaptes picumnus) 
2 vocal birds seen well in the Botanical Gardens 
 
STRAIGHT-BILLED WOODCREEPER (Dendroplex picus) 
The Common Woodcreeper of light woodland and fence lines! 
 
BUFF-THROATED WOODCREEPER (Xiphorhynchus guttatus) 
The Woodcreeper to judge all other woodcreeepers by for comparison 
 
NARROW-BILLED WOODCREEPER (Lepidocolaptes angustirostris) 
Common 
 
RED-BILLED SCYTHEBILL (Campylorhamphus trochilirostris) 
Happily quite common near El Cutal and we enjoyed several of them on 3 days. 
 
(E) BOLIVIAN EARTHCREEPER (Upucerthia harterti). One responded well to playback between Saipina 
and San Rafael and 3 in total were seen. A Bolivian endemic. 
 
RUFOUS HORNERO (Furnarius rufus) 
Common and noisy 
 
 



GREATER THORNBIRD (Phacellodomus ruber) 
Common  
 
STREAK-FRONTED THORNBIRD (Phacellodomus striaticeps) 
2 near La Pallizada 
 

 
Bolivian Earthcreeper – Rob Tizzard 

 
COMMON (RUFOUS-FRONTED) THORNBIRD (Phacellodomus rufifrons) 2 at Lomas de Arena in the Santa 
Cruz lowlands. 
 
GRAY-CRESTED CACHOLOTE (Pseudoseisura unirufa) 
Yes the ones here lack gray on the crest. Go figure.Common 
 
RUSTY-VENTED CANASTERO (Asthenes dorbignyi) 
2 near Torrecillas 
 

 
Beni Plain Softail – Rob Tizzard 



 
PLAIN SOFTTAIL (Thripophaga fusciceps) 
5 at Loma Suarez and 6 at La Hababa. This is the nominate subspecies, which is larger than the other 
two, has a different nest structure, and a unique voice...... Surely a distinct species and another Beni 
endemic! 
 
CHOTOY SPINETAIL (Schoeniophylax phryganophilus) 
Seen well on several days – a snazzy unusual Spinetail. 
 
SOOTY-FRONTED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis frontalis) 
Two nicely seen at La Habana 
 
AZARA’S SPINETIAL (Synallaxis azarae) We saw the samaipatae subspecies around Torrecillas. This was 
formally considered a separate species known as Buff-browed Spinetail. The SACC says “The superciliosa 
subspecies group (including samaipatae), was formerly (e.g., Cory & Hellmayr 1925, Peters 1951, Meyer 
de Schauensee 1970) considered a separate species ("Buff-browed Spinetail") from S. azarae, but see 
Remsen et al. (1988). 
 

 
Plain-crowned Spinetail – Rob Tizzard 

 
PLAIN-CROWNED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis gujanensis inornata) 
Seen well at Loma Suarez. This bird really is better considered part of White-lored Spinetail, as the voice 
is nearly indistinguishable, and as one passes from west to east across the range of the two "species" 
one finds a nearly perfect cline in plumage pattern from gray (west) to fawn (east) below. 

 
OCHRE-CHEEKED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis scutata) 2 seen well at Laguna Los Volcanes. 
 
 



CINEREOUS-BREASTED SPINETAIL (Synallaxis hypospodia) 
A pair called in near Laguna Suarez 

 
Cinereous-breasted Spinetail – Rob Tizzard 

 
STRIPE-CROWNED SPINETAIL (Cranioleuca pyrrhophia). We saw the subspecies straticeps in the Valles. 
Two species may be involved. 
 
YELLOW-CHINNED SPINETAIL (Certhiaxis cinnamomeus) 
Seen on 5 days. 
 
Tyrannidae (Tyrant Flycatchers) 
FOREST ELAENIA (Myiopagis gaimardii) 
A couple 
 
YELLOW-BELLIED ELAENIA (Elaenia flavogaster) 
2 seen 
 
LARGE ELAENIA (Elaenia spectabilis) 
3 of this southern Elaenia seen 
 
SIERRAN ELAENIA (Elaenia pallatangae) 
2 near Torrecillas 
 
SUIRIRI FLYCTACHER (Suiriri suiriri) 
Common around Santa Cruz and the Chaco. The SACC says: Some authors (Cory & Hellmayr 1927, Short 
1975, Sibley & Monroe 1990) considered S. affinis as a species separate from S. suiriri, but they 
intergrade in southeastern Bolivia, northeastern Paraguay, and southwestern Brazil (Laubmann 1940, 
Zimmer 1955, Traylor 1982, Hayes 1995, 2001). Their vocalizations are similar (Zimmer et al. 2001), and 
all 17 specimens from the Paraguayan hybrid zone are intermediate, suggesting free interbreeding 
(Hayes 1995, 2001). 



 
YELLOW-BILLED TIT-TYRANT (Anairetes flavirostris) 
Two at Torrecillas 

 
WHITE-CRESTED TYRANNULET (Serpophaga subcristata)   
Two in the Botanical Gardens. 
 
WHITE-BELLIED TYRANNUELT (Serpophaga munda)  
Four individuals in the Comarapa/Saipina area 

 
GREATER WAGTAIL-TYRANT (Stigmatura budytoides)  
Very common in thE Valles.  
 
SOUTHERN SCRUB FLYCATCHER (Sublegatus modestus)  
One near Torrecillas 
 
PEARLY-VENTED TODY-TYRANT (Hemitriccus margaritaceiventer) 
One at Lomas de Arena. 
 
RUSTY-FRONTED TODY-FLYCATCHER (Todirostrum laitirostre) 
One responded well to playback at Loma Suarez 
 
YELLOW-OLIVE TOLMOMYIAS (MATO GROSSO) (Tolmomyias sulphurescens pallescens) 
Seen on two days. 
 
VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubinus) 
Nearly daily. 
 
HUDSON'S BLACK-TYRANT (Knipolegus hudsoni) 
Two immature male plumaged birds seen. 
 

 
Hudson’s Black-Tyrant – Rob Tizzard 



 
WHITE-WINGED BLACK-TYRANT (Knipolegus aterrimus) 
Common near Torrecillas 
 
SPECTACLED TYRANT (Hymenops perspicillatus) 
3 females seen. The female can be especially perplexing if you are not familiar with the species. 
 
YELLOW-BROWED TYRANT (Satrapa icterophrys) 
One in the Beni lowlands. 
 
SPECTACLED TYRANT (Hymenops perspicillatus) 
Seen 4/5 days. The female can be especially perplexing if you are not familiar with the species. 
 
BLACK-BACKED WATER-TYRANT (Fluvicola albiventer) 
Daily in the Beni. 
 
WHITE-HEADED MARSH-TYRANT (Arundinicola leucocephala) 
The males are handsome and the females are kind of confusing. We saw nice pairs of them in several 
spots on 5 days afield. 
 
GRAY MONJITA (Xolmis cinereus) 
Good views of several. Seen 3 days. 
 
WHITE-RUMPED MONJITA (Xolmis velatus) 
Several on 3 days. 
 
WHITE MONJITA (Xolmis irupero) 
Hard to miss these guys. They were plentiful and wow do they stick out! Seen 3 days. 
 
CATTLE TYRANT (Machetornis rixosa) 
 
RUFOUS CASIORNIS (Casiornis rufus) 
3 in the Santa Cruz Botanical gardens. 
 
BROWN-CRESTED FLYCATCHER (Myiarchus tyrannulus) 
Common 
 
GREAT KISKADEE (Pitangus sulphuratus) 
Common 
 
LESSER KISKADEE (Pitangus lector) 
Always near water 
 
BOAT-BILLED FLYCATCHER (Megarynchus pitangua) 
4 seen more heard 
 
RUSTY-MARGINED FLYCATCHER (Myiozetetes cayanensis) 
Common 



 
SOCIAL FLYCATCHER (Myiozetetes similis) 
At the Botanical Gardens 
 
STREAKED FLYCATCHER (Myiodynastes maculatus) 
The austral migrant (M. m. solitarius) form was seen in the Botanical Gardens. 
 
VARIAGATED FLYCATCHER (Empidonomus varius) 
2 seen 
 
CROWNED SLATY FLYCATCHER (Empidonomus aurantioatrocristatus) 
3 in total – the bird with the longest scientific name in the world 
 
EASTERN KINGBIRD (Tyrannus tyrannus) 
A few seen here and there especially at Lomas de Arenas 
 
TROPICAL KINGBIRD (Tyrannus melancholicus) 
Common 
 
FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER (Tyrannus savana) 
Common 
 
DULL-CAPPED ATTILA (Attila bolivianus) 
One finally came into full view at La Habana 
 

 
Dull-capped Attila – Rob Tizzard 

 
 



Cotingidae ( Cotingas) 
WHITE-TIPPED PLANTCUTTER (Phytotoma rutila)  
Seen near Saipina  
 

 
White-tipped Plantcutter – Rob Tizzard 

 
Pipridae (Manakins) 
BAND-TAILED MANAKIN (Pipra fasciicauda) 
Nice looks at 2 including a male at La Habana 
 
Tityridae (Tityras and Allies) 
BLACK-TAILED TITYRA (Tityra cayana) 
One at La Habana. 
 
WHITE-WINGED BECARD (Pachyramphus polychopterus) 
Two seen. 
 
Vireonidae (Vireos) 
RUFOUS-BROWED PEPPERSHRIKE (Cyclarhis gujanensis) 
Several seen 
 
Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies) 
PURPLISH JAY (Cyanocorax cyanomelas) 
Common in Beni 
 
PLUSH-CRESTED JAY (Cyanocorax chrysops) 
Ditto! 
 



Hirundinidae (Swallows) 
SOUTHERN ROUGH-WINGED SWALLOW (Stelgidopteryx ruficollis) 
 
BROWN-CHESTED MARTIN (Progne tapera) 
Small numbers.  
 
GRAY-BREASTED MARTIN (Progne chalybea) 
 
WHITE-WINGED SWALLOW (Tachycineta albiventer) 
Juts the one at the lake at La Habana 
 
WHITE-RUMPED SWALLOW (Tachycineta leucorrhoa) 
Lots passing thru on the drive to El Cutal as a weather front came through. 
 

BLUE-AND-WHITE SWALLOW (Notiochelidon cyanoleuca) 
Common near Comarapa 
 
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica) 
 
Troglodytidae (Wrens) 
THRUSH-LIKE WREN (Campylorhynchus turdinus unicolor) 
Conspicuous, common and vocal. 
 
(RR) FAWN-BREASTED WREN (Cantorchilus guarayanus) 
The Bolivian and Pantanal replacement for Buff-breasted Wren. Great looks in the Botanical Gardens. 
 

 
Fawn-breasted Wren – Rob Tizzard 

 
 



MOUSTACHED WREN (Pheugopedius genibarbis) 
2-3 seen well at Laguna Los Volcanes 
 
HOUSE WREN (Troglodytes aedon) 
 
Polioptilidae (Gnatcatchers) 
MASKED GNATCATCHER (Polioptila dumicola berlepschi) 
A few seen – not common. 
 
Donacobiidae (Donacobius) 
BLACK-CAPPED DONACOBIUS (Donacobius atricapilla) 
Variously considered a wren, a mimic-thrush and perhaps even distantly related to old world warblers, 
now they are considered their own family and of a lineage old enough that is difficult to decide upon a 
closest relative. 
 
Turdidae (Thrushes and Allies) 
CHIGUANCO THRUSH (Turdus chiguanco). We saw the black anthracinus subspecies near Torrecillas. 
 
GREAT  THRUSH (Turdus fuscater). We saw the greyish nominate fuscater subspecies near Torrecillas.  

 
RUFOUS-BELLIED THRUSH (Turdus rufiventris) 
Around 6 seen at the Rio Misque 
 
CREAMY-BELLIED THRUSH (Turdus amaurochalinus) 
Daily. 
 
BLACK-BILLED THRUSH (Turdus ignobilis) 
 
Mimidae (Mockingbirds and Thrashers) 
CHALK-BROWED MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus saturninus) 
Common in Beni 
 
WHITE-BANDED MOCKINGBIRD (Mimus triurus)  
One at Lomas de Arena 
 
Thraupidae (Tanagers and Allies) 
RED-CRESTED CARDINAL (Paroaria coronata) 
Common 
 
YELLOW-BILLED CARDINAL (Paroaria capitata) 
 
RED-CAPPED CARDINAL (Paroaria gularis) 
 
HOODED TANAGER (Nemosia pileata) 
3 seen notably in the Botanical Gardens 
 
GUIRA TANAGER (Hemithraupis guira) 
3 seen 



 
GRAY-HEADED TANAGER (Eucometis penicillata) 
One seen by Rob 
 
SILVER-BEAKED TANAGER (Ramphocelus carbo) 
Common 
 
SAYACA TANAGER (Thraupis sayaca obscura) 
Common 
 
PALM TANAGER (Thraupis palmarum) 
In palms! 
 
BLUE AND YELLOW TANAGER (Thraupis bonariensis) 
Common near Comarapa 
 
RED-CRESTED FINCH (Coryphospingus cucullatus) 
Fairly common. 
 
BAND-TAILED SIERRA-FINCH (Phrygilus alaudinus) 
One near Torrecillas 
 
GRAY-CRESTED FINCH (Lophospingus griseocristatus) 
Common near Comarapa 
 
(RR) RUFOUS-SIDED WARBLING-FINCH (Poospiza hypochondria) 
Two near Turrecillas. Also occurs in Argentina. 
 
BLACK AND CHESTNUT WARBLING-FINCH (Poospiza whitii) 
At the Rio Misque. 
 
RINGED WARBLING FINCH (Poospiza torquata) 
Abundant. 
 
BLACK-CAPPED WARBLING FINCH (Poospiza melanoleuca)  
Abundant. 
 
RUSTY-BROWED WARBLING FINCH (Poospiza erythrophrys) 
Fairly common near Torrecillas. 
 
SAFFRON FINCH (Sicalis flaveola) 
Daily. The lowland form with strong sexual dimorphism is pelzelni 
 
GREAT PAMPA-FINCH (Embernagra platensis olivascens) 
Seen on 3 days. A Beni endemic 
 
BLUE-BLACK GRASSQUIT (Volatinia jacarina) 
 



RUSTY-COLLARED SEEDEATER (Sporophila collaris) 
Fairly common in Beni 
 
LINED SEEDEATER (Sporophila lineola) 
 
DOUBLE-COLLARED SEEDEATER (Sporophila caerulescens) 
Common 
 
TAWNY-BELLIED SEEDEATER (Sporophila hypoxantha) 
Around 10 seen 
 

 
Immature male Dark-throated Seedeater – Rob Tizzard 

 
DARK-THROATED SEEDEATER (Sporophila ruficollis) 
Half a dozen 
 
CHESTNUT-BELLIED SEED-FINCH (Oryzoborus angolensis)* 
 
(RR)GRAY-BELLIED FLOWERPIERCER (Diglossa carbonaria) 
3 seen near Torrecillas. Almost an endemic – a few records from Argentina 
 
INCERTAE SEDIS 
BLACK-BACKED GROSBEAK (Saltator aureoventris) 
 
GRAYISH SALTATOR (Saltator coerulescens) 
 
GOLDEN-BILLED SALTATOR (Saltator aurantiirostris) 
 



 
Emberizidae (Buntings, Sparrows, and Allies) 
 
RUFOUS-COLLARD SPARROW (Zonotricca capensis) 
In the Valles 
 
YELLOW-BROWED SPARROW (Ammodramus aurifrons) 
A few in Beni 
 
COMMON BUSH TANAGER (Chlorospingus opthalmicus) 
2 near Torrrecillas 
 
Cardinalidae  (Cardinal Grosbeaks)) 
BLACK-BACKED GROSBEAK (Saltator aureoventris) 
 
Parulidae (New World Warblers) 
TROPICAL PARULA (Parula pitiayumi) 
Common in the Botanical Gardens 
 
MASKED YELLOWTHROAT (Geothlypis aequinoctialis) 
2 seen 

 
BROWN-CAPPED WHITESTART (Myioborus brunniceps) 
6 near Torrecillas 
 
TWO-BANDED WARBLER (Basileuterus bivittatus) 
A pair at Laguna Los Volcanes were nice to see. 
 
Icteridae (Troupials and Allies) 
 (BE) VELVET-FRONTED GRACKLE (Lampropsar tanagrinus boliviensis) 
Another Beni endemic. We had two nice groups at Loma Suarez and La Habana. 
 
CHOPI BLACKBIRD (Gnorimopsar chopi) 
Daily 
 
SCARLET-HEADED BLACKBIRD (Amblyramphus holosericeus) 
One of the most attractive birds in the region this population is quite isolated from the rest of the bird's 
range. Around 16 seen 
 
UNICOLORED BLACKBIRD (Agelasticus cyanopus) 
Dozens seen some days 

 
(E) BOLIVIAN BLACKBIRD (Oreopsar bolivianus) 
Only one seen near San Rafael 
 
BAY-WINGED COWBIRD (Agelaioides badius) 
Common 
 



 
Scarlet-headed Blackbird – Rob Tizzard 

 
SCREAMING COWBIRD (Molothrus rufoaxillaris) 
Surely some were missed due to their similarity to the following species, but we picked out a couple 
 
SHINY COWBIRD (Molothrus bonariensis) 
Daily 
 
GIANT COWBIRD (Molothrus oryzivorus) 
 
VARIABLE ORIOLE (Icterus pyrrhopterus) 
The SACC says “Genetic data (D´Horta et al. 2008, Omland et al. 1999, Sturge et al. 2009) indicate that 
the southern pyrrhopterus group (which would include tibialis, periporphyrus, and valenciobuenoi) is 
reciprocally monophyletic with the Amazonian groups, with no evidence of hybridization and some 
evidence of sympatry (Jaramillo and Burke 1999). SACC proposal passed to recognize pyrrhopterus as a 
separate species.” 
 
ORANGE-BACKED TROUPIAL (Icterus croconotus) 
Always striking, we found them on 5 days. 
 
SOLITARY CACIQUE (Cacicus solitarius) 
Common 
 
YELLOW-RUMPED CACIQUE (Cacicus cela) 
 
CRESTED OROPENDOLA (Psarocolius decumanus) 
 
 
 

http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCprop418.html


Fringillidae (Siskins, Crossbills, and Allies) 
PURPLE-THROATED EUPHONIA (Euphonia chlorotica) 
Common in the Llanos de Moxos 
 
HOODED SISKIN (Sporagra magellanica) 
A few near Torrecillas. The SACC says “New World members of the genus Carduelis were formerly (e.g., 
Hellmayr 1938, Phelps & Phelps 1950a, Meyer de Schauensee 1966, 1970) placed in the genus Spinus, 
but recent authors (e.g., AOU 1983, 1998, Ridgely & Tudor 1989) have followed Howell et al. (1968) in 
merging Spinus into Carduelis. <check Ackermann J. Orn. 108: 430-473, 1967>. Recent genetic data 
(Arnaiz-Villena et al. 2007, Nguembock et al. 2009) found that Carduelis as currently constituted is not 
monophyletic and that resurrection of Spinus is required, and Chesser et al. (2009) followed this by 
placing all New World goldfinches and siskins in Carduelis. Arnaiz-Villena et al. (2007) also showed that 
the Neotropical species of Carduelis likely form a monophyletic group that might not include C. psaltria, 
which forms a strongly supported group with the two North American goldfinches, C. tristis and C. 
lawrencei. Nguembock et al. (2009) found that C. psaltria was sister to the Neotropical group (but did 
not sample C. tristis or C. lawrencei); they also found that Spinus was more closely related to Loxia than 
to the New World goldfinch-siskin group, and that the latter was more closely related to true Serinus (at 
least in their concatenated data set). Therefore, they recommended that Sporagra Reichenbach, 1850, 
be resurrected for this group. SACC proposal passed to resurrect Sporagra (and Astragalinus for 
psaltria). Arnaiz-Villena et al. (2007) also showed that within the Neotropical group, C. notata is basal to 
the rest, followed by C. xanthogastra, but relationships among the remaining species are not resolved. 
With better gene-sampling but weaker taxon-sampling, Nguembock et al. (2009) found that C. 
xanthogastra formed a strongly supported group with C. magellanica and C. atrata, and that C. 
uropygialis and C. crassirostris were likely sisters, but otherwise relationships were not well-resolved.” 
 
Passeridae (Old World Sparrows) 
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus) 
 

Mammals 
BRAZILIAN FREE-TAILED BAT (Tadarida brasiliensis) 
These were likely the common bats that we saw regularly (including inside the ranch house). 
 
BLACK HOWLER MONKEY (Alouatta caraya) 
Nice looks at 3 whilst looking for Blue-throated Macaws 
 
BLACK-TAILED MARMOSET (Mico melanurus) 
On our list as Silvery marmoset – it’s been split! 
 
JAGUARUNDI (Puma yagouaroundi) 
One crossing the road 
 
GEOFFROY’S CAT (Leopardus geoffroyi) 
I called this as Pampas Cat but having looked at photos I am sue it was this species. 
 
CAPYBARA (Hydrochaeris hydrochaeris) 
An elegant and magnificent creature 

http://www.museum.lsu.edu/~Remsen/SACCProp488.html


 
AMAZON RIVER DOLPHIN (Inia geoffrensis boliviensis) 
A group just before the rain along the Ipurupuru. The Bolivian river dolphin (Inia geoffrensis boliviensis), 
is a subspecies of the Amazon River Dolphin. Although older publications and some recent publications 

consider the I. g. boliviensis population as distinct species from Inia geoffrensis, much of the scientific 
community, including consider them to be a subspecies of Inia geoffrensis. 
 
ARMADILLO SP.  
 

Reptiles 

 
RED-FOOTED TORTOISE (Chelonoidis carbonaria) 
 

PARAGUAYAN CAIMAN (Caiman yacare) 
 
TANIIA IGUANA 
 
MARINE (CANE) TOAD (Bufo marinus) 
Impressive critters! 
 

 
El Cutal Ranch and our vehicle – Barry Walker 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inia_geoffrensis

