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Itinerary 
 

Sat  24 July  Late evening (22.00 h): all four participants, flying in from different 

   directions (DM from Cancun, TdK from Aruba, and PvS and RG from 

   Amsterdam/Madrid) met at Habana international airport; o/n at La Habana. 

 

Sun  25 July  Visit to the Sierra de Rosario (08.00 - 09.00 h), Soroa (09.30 – 15.00 h) and 

   La Güira (16.15 – 17.45 h). O/n at Soroa. 

 

Mon  26 July  Morning at Soroa (06.30 –10.00 h), drive to Playa Larga (Zapata marshes) 

   for a 3 nights stay; afternoon (14.00 – 19.00 h) birding in the Soplillar area. 

 

Tue 27 July  Zapata marshes: morning (06.30 – 11.00 h) Turba area (Zapata Wren) 

   and a small laguna near Playa Larga; afternoon (15.00 – 18.30 h) to the 

   Soplillar area; evening (18.45 – 19. 30 h) to the crocodile farm area.  

 

Wed 28 July  Zapata marshes: morning (06.30 -11.00 h) birding along (a 20 km stretch of) 

   the unpaved track from Soplillar to Playa de Giron; afternoon (15.00 -17.00 

   h) again birding in the Soplillar area; 19.30 -21.00 h spotlighting east of 

   Playa Larga. 

 

Thu 29 July  Playa Larga to Najasa. Morning (06.30 -09.00 h) birding in the Turba area; 

   drive (09.15 – 15.30 h) to Najasa; afternoon (15.30 – 17.115 h) birding in the 

   Najasa area. O/n at Camagüey.   

 

Fri 30 July  Najasa area. Early morning (06.15 – 10.00 h) birding at a lake near Najasa 

and hiking into some palm stands for a.o. Cuban Palm Crow;  

   11.00 -17.15 h surroundings of Najasa in search of a.o. Giant Kingbird; 

   17.15 – 20.00 h drive to Morón. 

 

Sat 31 July  Cayo Coco, Cayo Paredon Grande and Cayo Guillermo. O/n at Morón.  

 

Sun 01 August Birding along a muddy track 15 km east of Morón (06.30 -11.00 h; extended 

   due to car problems); early afternoon (12.30 – 15.30 h) birding in the hills 

   near Florencia, 40 km west of Morón; 15.30 – 21.15 h drive to La Habana. 

 

Mon  02 August Air Jamaica flight (08.40 -09.15 h) to Montego Bay for a 6 days stay on 

   Jamaica (see separate report). 

  



General information 
 

Objectives and timing of the trip 

Our visit took place during summer, while most birders visit Cuba between November and March, 

when temperatures are lower and additional wintering species (mainly warblers and waders) from 

Northern America may be found. Our main goal, though, was to find all (25, excluding the 

enigmatic Cuban Kite and the probably extinct Ivory-billed Woodpecker) Cuban endemics and 

most of the (19) Caribbean endemics and (9) near-endemics, all of us having seen the additional 

wintering species during previous trips to Central and South America. Hence, an itinerary was 

followed which would bring us within the limited time available (8 days) in the most promising 

areas for finding these endemics. Most of the Cuban endemics are widespread but some of them 

occur rather localised. In brief our schedule was:  

Day 1: Soroa and La Güira, resp. 70 and 110 km west of Havana (La Habana). Target species: 

Cuban Solitaire, Scaly-naped Pigeon, Yellow-headed Warbler, Olive-capped Warbler;  

Days 2 – 4: Zapata marshes near Playa Larga, 157 km southeast of Havana. Target species a.o. 

Zapata Rail, Gundlach’s Hawk, the 4 Quail-Doves, the 3 Owls, Cuban Parrot, Cuban Parakeet, 

Zapata Wren, Fernandino’s Flicker;  

Days 5 and 6: Najasa, 40 km southeast of Camagüey; target species West-Indian Whistling-Duck, 

Gundlach’s Hawk, Plain Pigeon, Cuban Palm Crow, Giant Kingbird, and Cuban Grassquit;  

Days 7 and 8: Cayo Coco and Morón, 26 km north of Ciego de Avila (incl. return to La Habana). 

Target species: Bahama Mockingbird, Thick-billed Vireo, Cuban Gnatcatcher, Oriente Warbler, 

Zapata Sparrow.  

This scheme gave us sufficient flexibility to shorten or extend our stay in a particular area when one 

or more endemics would turn out difficult to find. In all, we found all but one of the Cuban 

endemics (Zapata Rail being the only dip). 

Weather and daytime:  Cuba falls into the tropical zone. Nonetheless, given the relatively northern 

latitude, daytime here is rather long at the end of July and beginning of August, i.e. from 06.30 – 

20.45 h. Our visit took place during the “rainy” season, which runs from June to September. Most 

days started sunny and hot (30 – 35 centigrades Celcius), with some local showers or thunderstorms 

in the afternoon (after 16.00 h) or evening. Rain never disturbed our birding activities. 

Safety and health: Cuba is a very safe country, with a friendly and open minded population. Cuba 

has a very low crime rate, and tourists are treated well. Food is of good quality, but avoid eating 

uncooked vegetables and don’t drink tap water. Cuba is malaria-free, but mosquitoes can be 

annoying, certainly in mashy areas such as Zapata and Cayo Coco. Bring sufficient DEET-based 

insect repellent with you, as well as long trousers and long-sleeved shirts for early morning and late 

evening.  

Visa: For Dutch citizens a tourist visa for a maximum stay of three months can be obtained at the 

Cuba consulate in Rotterdam for US$ 44. Passing the customs at Havana airport proceded rather 

smoothly (15 minutes), but we wasted about one hour waiting for our luggage.  

Currency: Nowadays Cuba is a dollar country, US dollars being widely accepted in shops, hotels, 

and petrol stations. Bring sufficient cash dollars with you. Cuban coins, i.e. 1 - 25 cent pieces are 

adapted to the dollar exchange rate. It was hard to obtain some coins as collector items, and this was 

certainly true for the 3 Pesos Che Guevarra coin.     

Car rent: We rented a Hyundai Elegance for 9 days (D.M. and T.d.K. arrived one day earlier) at 

Cubancar at the airport for US$ 711 (€ 568), including all taxes and insurances, and unlimited 

mileage. On the penultimate day we had troubles with our car: due to dirty petrol the engine had a 

fuel supply problem and when driving a very muddy track near Morón (see day-by-day account) the 

engine stopped definitively. At the Morón office of Cubancars we obtained another car (Skoda, type 

Fabia combi) to complete our journey. In total we drove 2706 km. Petrol was relatively cheap. We 

got one speeding fine (north of Morón), of only US$ 10. 

The car rental did not provide any road map, hence we were happy to have brought our own Cuba 

road map (Cuba, Nelles Maps, 1 : 775.000). 



 

Places where we stayed:  

At most sites we planned to stay at a “ hospedaje” or “casa particular”, which are cheaper and, even 

more important, more enjoyable places to stay than hotels. We experienced similar rates i.e. approx. 

US$ 25 per double room. Breakfast and Dinner were served for approx. US$ 3 and US$ 7 per 

person. We stayed at the following casas particulares: 

La Habana:      First night: Hospedaje Lidia Aurora del Rio, Calle 64 No. 1105, e/11 y 13, Playa, 

  Ciudad de La Habana.  Phone: (537) 203-4071, and   

Hospedaje José Luis Muñoz Megido, 7ma B Casa No. 6002 apto Be/ 60y62, 

Miramar, Ciudad de la Habana (537 203 5385). 

Last night: Hospedaje Sra. Paulina Rodriguez, Calle 11 No. 8022, entre 80 y 82,  

Miramar, La Habana. Phone: (537) 209-0262. 

Soroa: Hospedaje Virginia, Virginia Gonzalez Mendez, Carretera, Soroa KM 5,     

Candelaria, Pinar del Rio and Hospedaje Mirea, neighbour of Virginia (both having 

one double room). 

Playa Larga:  Sra. Edenis Payo Chirino, Caleton, Playa Larga, Cienaga de Zapata, Matanzas, 

Cuba; phone (01459) 7278.   

And Hospedaje Ernesto Delgado Chirinio, Caleton, Playa Larga, Peninsula de 

Zapata, Matanzas, Cuba; phone (01459 7278). 

Morón: Nelson Morales Garcia, Avenida Tarafa no. 91 i/i Calle Patria / Calle y Morón; 

Phone 5249. 

 

Najasa: Mind that there are no facilities at the little village of Najasa, and here we had to stay 

in the nearest town, Camagüey, at hotel Camagüey (US$ 49 per double room incl.  

breakfast; the hotel is conveniently located at the east side of the city). 

 

Guides: 

At three sites we contacted local guides, i.e. Orestes Martinez Garcia (“El Chino”) for the Zapata 

area, Pedro Regalado for the Najasa area, and Odey Martinez for the Morón region.  

El Chino (Zapata) is very recommendable, although his interest is a bit money-driven. Despite we 

found most birds in the Zapata region ourselves, El Chino’s involvement was crucial for finding 

a.o. (the sites for) the Quail-Doves, the Owls, and Zapata Wren. For two days guiding in the Zapata 

marshes we payed him US$ 20 per person. He can be contacted at: Carretera a Playa Larga, Km 26, 

Cienaga de Zapata, Matanzas, Cuba. CP 43000; phone 045-97355 or 045-95539; e-mail 

chino@cienaga1.mtz.jovenclub.cu or chino@zapata.atenas.inf.cu . It should be noted here that we were not 

able to reach him by e-mail due to the current (anno 2004) constraints on e-mail traffic in Cuba. 

This may change in the near future. 

Pedro Regalado (Najasa) is an expert ornithologist and his main drive for a joint excursion is his 

genuine interest in birds, bird conservation, and birders. He will not talk about money during your 

stay. He and his wife offered us breakfast, coffee etc. at his home, and only at the end we gave him 

some money for covering such expenses (US$ 40). If you visit him, do not forget to take teabags for 

him. Pedro is the last known observer of Ivory-billed Woodpecker, of which he saw two birds in 

1987, and discovered and described the Caya Coco subspecies of Zapata Sparrow. We enjoyed very 

much our discussions concerning Giant Kingbirds and Gundlach’s Hawks, species of which he has 

great expertise. Pedro Regalado is hard to reach by e-mail or phone, but his postal address is: 

Apartado postal No. 161, Camagüey 1, CP 70100, Cuba. 

Finally, at Morón we contacted Odey Martinez, Calle Novema (9) No.28 i/i 12 y, an employer of 

the Cayo Coco sanctuary, to request site information for Gundlach Hawk and Cuban Grassquit. He 

joined us part of a day (see day-by-day account). 

Literature and bird sounds:  

mailto:chino@cienaga1.mtz.jovenclub.cu
mailto:chino@zapata.atenas.inf.cu


- Birds of the West Indies, Rafaelle, H., Wiley, J., Garrido, O., Keith, A.  & Rafaelle, J.; Helm 

Field Guides, Christopher Helm/A & C Black, London, 2003; ISBN 0-7136-5419-8 (pocket 

edition). 

- Birds of Cuba, Garrido O. H. & Kirkconnell A.; Helm Field Guides, Christopher Helm/A & C 

Black. London, 2000; ISBN 0-7136-5784-7. 

- Where to watch birds: Central America & the Caribbean. Wheatley N. & Brewer D. Christopher 

Helm/A & C Black. London, 2001; ISBN 0-7136-4687-X. 

- Several travel reports from the internet and elsewhere. Most useful were: 

Hendriks H. Cuba December 1999/January 2000 (since containing useful site maps) 

Ahlman R. Cuba 14-21 July 2001 (since in same time of year) 

Sutton M. & Martin J. Cuba 22nd April to 6th May 2000 

Woude vd  J. Cuba 4-17 March 2001 (of John’s usual quality). 

- Bird sounds: a home-made CD with 81 selected bird sounds collected from various sources, 

most from “Birdsongs of Cuba” by George B. Reynard (2 LP’s) 1988; 126 species. 

Acknowledgements: We wish to thank Hans Janse and Gunnar Engblom for helpful information, 

and Henk Hendriks and Rob Bouwman for kindly providing their trip reports. 

 

Day-by-day account: 
 

July 24       La Habana 

Arrival and come-together day. DM and TdK already arrived the previous day (July 23) flying in 

from Mexico (DM) and Aruba (TdK), while PvS and RG arrived late evening by Air Iberia flight 

via Madrid from Amsterdam (and ticking Cuban Martins as the only Cuban birds at the airport). 

Drive to downtown Havana (La Habana) by rented car, stay at Hospedaje Lidia Aurora del Rio, 

Calle 64 No. 1105, Playa, Havana and Hospedaje José Luis Muñoz Megido, Calle 6002, 7ma Casa, 

apto B e/60y62, Miramar, Ciudad de la Habana.  

 

July 25       Soroa and La Güira 

Before leaving La Habana we got our first inportant Cuban endemic: a female Bee Hummingbird 

(world’s smallest bird) hovering at a flowering bush near the front door of our casa particular! At 

06.35 h we drove towards Soroa, some 70 km west of La Habana, making several short stops en 

route along the autopista for watching some first (near-) endemic species such as Antillean 

Nighthawk, Great Antillean Grackle, Cuban Blackbird and Antillean Palm-Swift. Other common 

“roadside” birds included Cattle Egret, Turkey Vulture (abundant), American Kestrel, Smooth-

billed Ani, Cave Swallow, Grey Kingbird and Yellow-faced Grassquit. A lake 50 km west of La 

Habana produced the first wetland species such as Pied-billed Grebe, Neotropic Cormorant, Green 

Bittern, Little Blue Heron, Great Blue Heron, and both Snowy and Great Egret. We made another 

major stop (1 hour) at the Sierra de Rosario, a forested area which we originally entered only to get 

fuel at the indicated petrol station (4 km from the Autopista), but which turned out to be a rather 

birdy place. Here we found a.o. Scaly-naped Pigeon, Cuban Emerald, Cuban Trogon, Cuban Pewee, 

Loggerhead Kingbird and Red-legged Thrush.  

At Soroa we birded from 09.30 -15.00 h, hiking the track to the mirador and visiting the gardens of 

hotel Horizontes Villa Soroa. Here we quickly added some fine species to the list, including Ruddy 

Quail-Dove (heard), West-Indian Woodpecker, La Sagra’s Flycatcher, Cuban Tody, Yellow-headed 

Warbler, Red-legged Honeycreeper, Cuban Bullfinch (pair at their nest) and more Scaly-naped 

Pigeons, Red-legged Thrushes, Cuban Trogons, Pewees and Emeralds. The main target species at 

Soroa were Cuban Solitaire and Blue-headed Quail-Dove. By the time we reached the mirador it 

became foggy and only a single Cuban Solitaire was heard here. On the way down, though, we had 

splendid views of a singing bird. We did not hear any Quail-Dove other than Ruddy. The visit to the 

hotel gardens was not very productive (Tawny-shouldered Blackbird was one of the few additions), 

possibly since it was about noon by the time we arrived here. Therefore we proceeded to La Güira 

National Park, where we immediately ran into the Olive-capped Warblers as soon as where the pine 



trees started. Other birds of interest here included Cuban (Green) Woodpecker, Western Stripe-

headed Tanager, Cuban Tody, Cuban Trogon, Gray and Loggerhead Kingbird, and more Yellow-

headed Warblers. 

We returned to Soroa to stay at two different Casa particulares (hospedaje Virginia and Hospedaje 

Mirea, each with a double bedroom and on 100 m distance from each other) and serving splendid 

dinner. 

June 26       Soroa, drive to Playa Larga 

Morning at Soroa: we birded again the track to the mirador hoping for Blue-headed Quail-Dove. 

Indeed we heard a bird calling, approx. 500 m after the start of the track but were unable to get it 

into view. Along the track we saw about the same species as yesterday, Greater Lizard-Cuckoo 

being the best addition. Cuban Solitaires were now more vocal, and we got crippling views of a 

singing bird near the mirador.  

At 09.30 h we headed for Zapata, the next major region of interest. After a couple of stops when 

crossing the Zapata marsh (seeing a.o. most of the heron and egret species) we arrived at Playa 

Larga at 14.00 h, allowing us some birding prior to our appointment (17.00 h) with El Chino at 

hotel Playa Larga. Near this hotel we saw the first Cuban Crows. We decided to visit the unpaved 

track south-east of Soplillar and mentioned in most reports. Here we recorded a number of 

interesting species including Broad-winged Hawk, A fly-by Key West Quail-Dove, Yellow-billed 

Cuckoo, Fernandino’s Flicker, Bee Hummingbird, Cuban Vireo, and Greater Antillean Oriole. Back 

at Playa Larga we had a simultaneous encounter with our first Cuban Parrots (near hotel Playa 

Larga) and El Chino (on his motorbike). El Chino brought us to two casas particulares in Playa 

Larga, well situated along the shore of the Bay of Pigs, and where we would stay for the next three 

nights at a fare of US$ 25 per person per night including breakfast and dinner. A good deal, also for 

El Chino who undoubtly received some commission…Before the splendid dinner (fresh fish and 

lobster) we recorded here along the shore Belted Kingfisher, Yellow-crowned Night-Heron and 

Common Black-Hawk. 

June 27         Zapata 

Early morning, at 06.30 h, we drove with El Chino to the Zapata Wren site, i.e. at  the Turbo 

marshes, west of the road between Playa Larga and Australia (see map in Henk Hendriks’ report). 

Here we first had several Key West Quail-Doves, of which 2 ex could be very well studied, and a 

first Grey-headed Quail-Dove. Arriving at the Zapata Wren site we played the tape and within a few 

minutes 3 males were responding, of which one approached us within 8 meters allowing splendid 

views. This very scarce and localised endemic certainly ranked among the top 3 birds of our trip. 

Here we saw or heard several other interesting species (a.o. Limpkin, Northern Bobwhite), but the 

Zapata Rail did not respond, due to the high water levels (dispersal of the birds) and time of year. 

On the way back to Playa Larga we first made a stop along the main road to scope a pair of Red-

shouldered Blackbirds, another rare and localised endemic. Next we made a brief visit to a small 

laguna near Playa Larga but here we had only few birds, i.e. some Neotropic Cormorants, Ruddy 

Duck and various heron and egret species. After a siesta (11.00 – 14.00 h; mainly at the terrace of 

hotel Playa Larga, mind that temperatures raised over 35 degrees) we picked up birding again at 

14.00 h by driving the unpaved track southwest of Soplillar.  This time we found a confiding Cuban 

Pygmy Owl, while El Chino brought us to a Bare-legged Owl: knocking on a dead tree resulted in a 

bird showing itself at his nesting hole. Like yesterday we again recorded here a fine collection of 

(near) endemics such as Great Lizard-Cuckoo, West Indian Woodpecker, Cuban Green 

Woodpecker, Zenaida Dove, Cuban Tody, Cuban Vireo, Yellow-headed Warbler and Stripe-headed 

Tanager. At 18.30 h we drove to the ponds at the crocodile farm (along the main road to Australia) 

to try for Cuban Parakeet. After some waiting (meanwhile enjoying good views of a.o. Northern 

Jacanas and Cuban Emeralds) indeed 5 Cuban Parakeets flew in and started to eat palm tree fruits. 

Great! 

At 20.15 h, after dinner (pescado and lobster again), we drove to a site northwest of Soplillar for 

Greater Antillean Nightjar. We heard the bird only briefly and despite responding on tape the bird 

remained a no-show.  



June 28        Zapata 

In the morning (06.30 – 11.00 h) we birded along the unpaved track leading from Soplillar to Playa 

de Giron, Blue-headed Quail-Dove being the main target bird. Driving slowly the first 20 km of this 

track was rather rewarding, the part before the bridge producing good views of 5 Key West, 1 Grey-

headed and 1 Ruddy Quail-Dove (additionally several more of these species were heard). Behind 

the bridge we encountered in total no less than 5 Blue-headed Quail-Doves. Hence it became a 

memorial day: 4 QD species on a single morning! A short walk along a side track produced Bee 

Hummingbird (scope views), Cuban Pygmy-Owl, Red-legged Honeycreeper, and some more 

goodies. Here we got a flat tyre, and it took some efforts to have it replaced by the spare one. El 

Chino: “wow, reparing this tyre will be at least 10 dollars”, and so we paid at an address of 

apparently a friend. In the afternoon (15.00 – 17.15 h) we spent a next visit to the Soplillar area, and 

now El Chino showed his value by finding a Stygian Owl! By knocking once more on its dead tree 

we had another look at the Bare-legged Owl, thus scoring all three Cuban owl species on a single 

day. Near a marsh we found some other Pygmy-Owls while looking at 3 Greater Antillean Orioles, 

and also some Wood Ducks. A perched raptor first briefly misidentified as a Gundlach’s Hawk 

turned out to be a juvenile Red-tailed Hawk. In the evening, from 19.30 onwards, we had another 

try for Greater Antillean Nightjar at a different location near Soplillar, but this time we even did not 

hear the bird. Some spotlighting produced nice views of a.o. a Bare-legged Owl.   

July 29        Zapata & Najasa 

Zapata area: early morning we visited again the Turba marshes for a last try for Zapata Rail. After 

checking out at the casas particulares we proceded quickly to the area and played the tape of various 

rails and crakes. Only King Rail reacted (at least 3 birds), but it became clear that we had to give up 

on Zapata Rail. This turned out to be the only (actually expected) dip of the trip. 

The puncture in the tyre appeared not be properly repaired, hence we had this done a second time at 

the petrol station in Australia, along the autopista. Although more professionally performed than by 

El Chino’s local contact, we only had to pay US$ 1.5, thus revealing El Chino’s policy to make a 

bit more money….   

We hit the road at 09.30 h and arrrived at Pedro Regalado’s house in Najasa at 15.30 h. Here we 

had splendid views of Plain Pigeons. Pedro was quite happy to meet foreign birders off-season. 

After some drinks and informative discussions concerning recognition and status of a.o. Giant 

Kingbird and Gundlach ‘s Hawk (meantime showing several skins)  and making an appointment for 

the next day, we visited the Najasa cemetery area in search for Cuban Grassquit, Cuban Palm Crow 

and hoping to see a Gundlach’s Hawk. We found some nice species, but none of these target birds. 

At 17.15 h we returned to Camagüey where we stayed at hotel Camagüey.  

 

July 30        Najasa 

We left the hotel Camagüey at 05.15 h, to be in time at Pedro’s house (0.600 h) for a joint excursion 

in the immediate surroundings of Najasa. North of Najasa we saw 2 Barn Owls, one perched 

allowing good views. After a cup of coffee we left for the lake 4.5 km north of Pedro’s house (and 

3.5 km south of the major crossing in Najasa village), invisible from the road. This lake appeared to 

be very birdy. Highlights included some obliging Least Bitterns, the scope views of Yellow-

breasted Crake, and the West Indian Whistling-Duck flying by at close distance. Other interesting 

birds seen included Least Grebe, Limpkin and Wood Duck. Also Purple Gallinules, Northern 

Jacana’s and Plain Pigeons asked our attention. Next we made a hike into some palm stands, 2 km 

further south. Here we counted up to 18 Cuban Palm Crows while there were also approx. 50 Cuban 

Crows around. The best way to distinguish the two is by voice, but with exercise one can recognise 

the Palm Crow in flight by the shorter wings and quicker, deeper wing beats (parrot-like). Other 

birds seen during this walk included Northern Bobwhite. After a delayed breakfast kindly provided 

by Pedro’s wife we left again with the purpose to find Giant Kingbird and Gundlach’s Hawk.  

Pedro has been monitoring the Kingbirds over many years, and recently the species is on the 

increase in the Najasa area, with 34 pairs in 2004. After long searching (although being territorial, 

they are hard to find in the post-breeding season) we found a Giant Kingbird approx. 1 km from 



Pedro’s house. As for the other target species, Gundlach’s Hawk, we had a rather frustrating 

experience: only one of us (TdK) glimpsed a bird flushed from a dense tree, while the others heard 

and saw only the movement of branches….Moreover, Cuban Grassquit (for which the Najasa 

cemetery is one of the best sites) was only heard (singing in a bushy tree) but remained invisible. 

At 14.00 h we said goodbye to Pedro and from 14.30 – 17.15 h we continued our efforts to find 

Gundlach’s Hawk and Cuban Grassquit. Despite several nice encounters with interesting species 

(we found a second Giant Kingbird) we were not successful, and at 17.15 we drove to Morón, to 

arrive here at dusk (20.00 h). 

July 31        Cayo Coco 

Today we visited Cayo Coco and the neighbouring, smaller Cayo’s Paredon Grande and Guillermo. 

Along the 28 km-long dike to Cayo Coco we observed many intesting birds, incl. flocks of 

Caribbean Flamingo, Red-breasted Merganser, Gull-billed and Least Terns, but the target birds for 

today were Bahama Mockingbird, Cuban Gnatcatcher, Thick-billed Vireo, Oriente Warbler and 

Zapata Sparrow. Fortunately, we found them all. First we made a major stop along the 1 km dirt 

road to Playa Flamingo on Cayo Coco. Both Cuban Gnatcatcher and Oriente Warbler were fairly 

common here, and easy to find. To our surprise also the first migrating warblers were present here: 

Northern Parula, Yellow-throated Warbler and Protonothary Warbler. Also La Sagra’s Flycatchers 

were present here. Eventually, after quite some searching (more than 2 hours), we found a single 

Zapata Sparrow! Quite a relief. Next we went to Cayo Paredon Grande, where we tape-lured Thick-

billed Vireos along the main track, 600 m before the lighthouse. Here also Cuban Gnatchers were 

present. Next we went to Cayo Guillermo, for Bahama Mockingbird. By making several stops in 

promising mangrove stands we succeeded in finding a Mangrove Cuckoo. Other birds seen en route 

included Common Black Hawk (a distinct crab-eating subspecies, a possible future split), Northern 

Crested Caracara and White-crowned Pigeon. At Cayo Guillermo we immediately found the 

Bahama Mockingbirds (5 in total) in the dry bushes along the unpaved track at the very western end 

of the island. During the day we had time enough to scope waders (not very numerous in this time 

of year) and we found a.o. Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Short-billed Dowitcher, Willet, and 

Least and Semipalmated Sandpiper. In all, a very productive day.  

On the way back to Morón, the car was showing the first signs of containing dirty petrol (a common 

problem in Cuba). We made an appointment for tomorrow with Odey Martinez, and employe of the 

Cayo Coco nature reserve living in Morón and his name provided by Pedro, as someone knowing 

sites for Gundlach’s Hawk and Cuban Grassquit. 

August 01        Morón, return to La Habana 

Our last day in Cuba, with one more endemic left on our wishlist (Gundlach’s Hawk) and a request 

to upgrade our “heard-only” record of Cuban Grassquit. Early morning the car had starting 

problems but we succeeded to be almost in time (06.30 h) at Odey Martinez’ house. Together we 

drove to a very muddy track 1 km beyond the bridge, 15 km east of Morón (direction of Bolivia). 

This track runs closely along the Bolivia Hills, which hold some Gundlach’s Hawks. After some 

minor problems in the first part of the track we eventually got stuck in the mud, approx. 4.5 km 

from the main road. Moreover, the engine stopped definitively, the pretrol supply system apparently 

being completely silted up. By shear luck we escaped from this situation: a (4WD!) jeep also got 

stuck in the mud, some 500 meters further. With 5 men available we helped this car out and in turn 

the driver was willing to tow us up to the main road and to phone our car rental company. While 

being towed up we discovered – to our surprise – a Gundlach’s Hawk flying in front of the cars. 

The jeep was forced to stop in time to allow us splendid views of this much wanted endemic raptor. 

Back on the main road we lost about 1.5 hours wating for representatives of the car rental company, 

meanwhile two local car fitters trying to clean the petrol supply system. To make a long story short: 

at 12.00 h we were towed again (with a piece of barbed wire!), now by the Cubancar employes 

showing up at 11.30 h (fortunately there was an office at Morón) and at Morón we obtained another 

car (Skoda “Fabia combi”). Odey Martinez, who fortunately was not in a hurry, suggested – after 

the success of Gundlach’s Hawk - to visit the Florencia area, 40 km west of Morón, where he had 

seen Cuban Grassquits before. The only birds we encountered there though were Yellow-faced 



Grassquits and Nutmeg Mannikins. After dropping Odey at Morón at 15.30, we drove to La Habana 

where we were just in time to turn in the car at the international airport (21.15 h; 15 minutes later a 

next rental day would have started). By taxi (US$ 20 for 4 persons) we went to down town Havana 

(Playa quarter) to Hospedaje Sra. Paulina Rodriguez, Calle 11 No. 8022. 

August 02      Flight to Montego Bay (Jamaica) 

At 05.45 h we went by taxi (US$ 25; 30 minutes drive) to La Habana international airport to check 

in for our 08.40 h Air Jamaica flight to Montego Bay. See our separate report Jamaica August 2004. 

 

 

Annotated list of species observed 
 

In total 137 species were observed, including all but one (Zapata Rail) of the 25 Cuba endemics, all 

(19) Caribbean endemics and all but one (9) of the Caribbean near-endemics (Wheatley N. & 

Brewer D, 2001). Since our visit took place in summer, the obvious wintering birds (esp. the North 

American warblers) are lacking in this list. 

Abbreviations used:  E: endemic species 

    NE: near-endemic species (shared only with one or few other 

    Caribbean islands) 

    I: introduced species 

 

 

001 Least Grebe (Tachybaptus dominicus dominicus) 

 Only 1 record: on 30-07 1 ex at the lake near Najasa. 

002 Pied-billed Grebe (Podilymbu podiceps antillarum) 

 On 25-07 and 26-07 in total 15 resp. 20 ex on different lakes between La Habana and Soroa; 

 27-07 2 ex Zapata marshes; 30-07 1 ex Najasa. 

003 Magnificent Frigatebird (Fregata magnificens) 

 Not really a common bird along the Cuban coast: 26-07 1 ex at an inland lake between Soroa 

 and La Habana and another 4 ex at Playa Larga; on 27 and 28-07 3 resp. 5 ex Playa Larga; 31- 

 07 12 ex Cayo Coco. 

004 Neotropic Cormorant (Phalacrocorax brasilianus mexicanus) 

 Fairly common bird, seen on 7 dates. Most common in Zapata marshes. 

005 Double-crested Cormorant (Phalacrocorax auritus floridanus) 

 26-07 2 ex Playa Larga, 31-07 common along the dike to Cayo Coco. 

006 Anhinga (Anhinga anhinga) 

 A single record: 25-07 1 ex along the Autopista approx. 50 km west of La Habana. 

007 Brown Pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis occidentalis) 

 31-07 3 ex Cayo Coco. 

008 West Indian Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna arborea) NE 

 30-07 1 ex at the lake near Najasa. 

009 Ruddy Duck (Oxyura jamaicensis jamaicensis ) 

 26-07 approx. 30 ex at a lake along the Autopista between Soroa and La Habana; 27-07 1 ex 

 Playa Larga; 30-07 1 ex at the lake near Najasa. 

010 Wood Duck (Aix sponsa) 

 28-07 3 ex Zapata marshes; 30-07 1 female with pulli at the lake near Najasa. 

011 White-cheeked Pintail (Anas bahamensis bahamensis) 

 27-07 2 ex Turba marshes (Zapata); 29-07 4 ex between Australia and Ciego de Avila. 

012 Red-breasted Merganser (Mergus serrator) 

 31-07 in total 5 ex along the dike to Cayo Coco. Very unseasonal! 

013 Caribbean Flamingo (Phoenicopterus ruber) 

 31-07 a number of flocks, totalling at least 3000 ex, in the lagunas south of Cayo Coco. 

014 Reddish Egret (Egretta rufescens rufescens) 



 31-07 at least 30 ex Cayo Coco. 

015 Tricolored Heron (Egretta tricolor ruficollis) 

 On 27 and 28-07 2 resp. 1 ex Zapata marshes; 31-07 approx. 20 ex Cayo Coco. 

016 Little Blue Heron (Egretta caerulea) 

 Rather common and widespread bird, in total 52 ex seen on 8 dates. 

017 Snowy Egret (Egretta thula brewsteri) 

 Rather common and widespread; in total 75 ex on 8 dates. 

018 Great Blue Heron (Ardea herodias occidentalis) 

 25-07 1 ex at a lake along the Autopista between La Habana and Soroa; 31-07 10 ex Cayo 

 Coco, of which 2 of the white phase.  

019 Great Egret (Casmerodius alba egretta egretta) 

 Rather common and widespread bird; in total 54 ex on 6 dates. 

020 Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis ibis) 

 Common and widespread; seen on all dates in daily numbers up to 1000
+
 ex. 

021 Green Heron (Butorides virescens virescens) 

 Rather widespread bird, seen in low numbers (1 – 5 ex) on all dates. 

022 Yellow-crowned Night-Heron (Nyctanassa violacea bancrofti) 

 Seen in low numbers (daily 1 – 3) in the Zapata marshes, more common (20 ex) at Cayo 

 Coco. 

023 Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax hoacli) 

 30-07 3 ex at the lake near Najasa; 31-07 1 ex Cayo Coco. 

024 Least Bittern (Ixobrychus exilis erythromelas) 

 30-07 at least 2 ex at the lake near Najasa. 

025 White Ibis (Eudocimus albus) 

 Seen in the Zapata marshes (26-07 2 ex; 27-07 20 ex and 28-07 1 ex) and at Cayo Coco (31- 

 07 8 ex). 

026 Roseate Spoonbill (Ajaia ajaja) 

 On 31-07 in total 5 ex Cayo Coco. 

027 Wood Stork (Mycteria americana) 

 31-07 1 ex Cayo Coco. 

028 Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura aura ) 

 A very common and widespread bird. 

029 Osprey (Pandion haliaetus) 

 28-07 1 ex Playa Larga; 01-08 1 ex east of Morón. 

030 Gundlach’s Hawk (Accipiter gundlachi wileyi) E 

 On 30-07 1 ex glimpsed at Najasa; 01-08 1 ex (female)  15 km east of Morón. 

031 Common Black-Hawk (Buteogallus anthracinus gundlachii) 

 Seen in the Zapata marshes (26-07 3 ex; 27-07 and 28-07 1 ex) and at Cayo Coco (31-07 3 

 ex). Birds of Cayo Coco are of a crab-eating population. 

032 Broad-winged Hawk (Buteo platypterus cubanensis) 

 26-07 1 ex Zapata marshes (near Soplillar). 

033 Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis solitudinis) 

 25-07 1 ex along the Autopista between La Habana and Soroa; on 27-, 28- and 29-07 each 1 

 ex in the Zapata marshes; on 01-08 2 ex Morón, and 1 ex along the Autopista to La Habana. 

034 Crested Caracara (Polyborus cheriway auduboni) 

 On 31-07 4 ex on Cayo Coco. 

035 American Kestrel (Falco sparverius sparveroides) 

 Common and widespread. Mostly of the red morph. 

036 Helmeted Guineafowl (Numida meleagris) I 

 30-07 1 ex near Najasa. 

037 Northern Bobwhite (Colinus virginianus cubanensis) 

 27-07 1 ex heard Turbo marshes (Zapata); 30-07 heard and (7) seen near Najasa. 



038 King Rail (Rallus elegans ramsdeni) 

 29-07 at least 5 ex heard Turba marshes (Zapata). 

039 Yellow-breasted Crake (Porzana flaviventer gossii) 

 30-07 3 ex heard (of which 2 seen) at the lake near Najasa. 

040 Purple Gallinule (Porphyrio martinicus) 

 27-07 1 ex Zapata marshes; 30-07 4 ex lake near Najasa, and 01-08 1 ex Florencia. 

041 Common Moorhen (Gallinula chloropus cerceris) 

 Rather uncommon: 25-07 1 ex at a lake along the Autopista between La Habana and Soroa;  

 27-07 4 ex at a laguna near Playa Larga; 01-08 2 ex Florencia. 

042 Limpkin (Aramus guarauna pictus) 

 27-07 1 ex Turba marshes (Zapata); 30-07 1 ex at the lake near Najasa and 1 ex between 

 Camagüey and Ciego de Avila; 31-07 1 ex Cayo Guillermo. 

043 Northern Jacana (Jacana spinosa violacea) 

 26 and 27-07 4 resp. 5 ex at the crocodile farm (Zapata); 28-07 1 ex Turba marshes (Zapata);  

 30-07 20 ex lake near Najasa; 01-08 5 ex Florencia. 

044 Greater Yellowlegs (Tringa melanoleuca) 

 31-07 2 ex Cayo Coco. 

045 Lesser Yellowlegs (Tringa flavipes) 

 31-07 1 ex Cayo Coco. 

046 Spotted Sandpiper (Tringa macularia) 

 26-07 1 ex at a lake along the Autopista between Soroa and La Habana. 

047 Willet (Catoptrophorus semipalmatus semipalmatus) 

 31-07 5 ex Cayo Coco. 

048 Short-billed Dowitcher (Limnodromus griseus griseus) 

 31-07 20 ex Cayo Coco. 

049 Semipalmated Sandpiper (Calidris pusilla) 

 31-07 3 ex Cayo Coco. 

050 Least Sandpiper (Calidris minutilla) 

 31-07 25 ex Cayo Coco. 

051 Black-necked Stilt (Himantopus mexicanus) 

 25-07 2 ex at a lake along the Autopista between La Habana and Soroa; 29-07 4 ex east of  

 Ciego de Avila; 31-07 20 ex Cayo Coco. 

052 Wilson’s Plover (Charadrius wilsonia wilsonia) 

 31-07 2 ex Cayo Coco. 

053 Killdeer (Charadrius vociferus ternominatus) 

 A common and widespread bird, recorded on all dates. 

054 Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla atricilla) 

 27-08 2 ex Playa Larga; 31-07 abundant Cayo Coco. 

055 Gull-billed Tern (Sterna nilotica aranea) 

 31-07 6 ex along the dike to Cayo Coco. 

056 Royal Tern (Sterna maxima maxima) 

 27-08 3 ex Playa Larga; 31-07 50 ex Cayo Coco. 

057 Sandwich Tern (Sterna sandvicensis acuflavida) 

 31-07 8 ex Playa Guillermo. 

058 Bridled Tern (Sterna anaethetus melanoptera) 

 31-07 15 ex off Cayo Paredon Grande. 

059 Least Tern (Sterna antillarum antillarum) 

 31-07 at least 100 ex along the dike to Cayo Coco. 

060 White-crowned Pigeon (Columba leucocephala) NE 

 26-07 1 ex Soplillar (Zapata); 31-07 100+ Cayo Coco;  

 01-08 50 ex east of Morón. 

061 Scaly-naped Pigeon (Columba squamosa) NE 



 25-07 5 ex Sierra de Rosario and 20 ex Soroa; 26-07 5 ex Soroa. 

062 Plain Pigeon (Columba inornata inornata) NE 

 29 and 30-07 25 resp. 15 ex Najasa. 

063 Eurasian Collared-Dove (Streptopelia decaocto) I? 

 23-07 several ex. downtown Habana. 

064 Mourning Dove (Zenaida macroura macroura) 

 Common and widespread; seen on all dates. 

065 Zenaida Dove (Zenaida aurita zenaida) NE 

 Widespread, recorded daily but at lower numbers 1 up to 15 per day) than previous species. 

066 White-winged Dove (Zenaida asiatica asiatica) 

 Rather common and widespread (on 6 dates). 

067 Common Ground-Dove (Columbina passerina insularis) 

 Common and widespread. 

068 Gray-headed Quail-Dove (Geotrygon caniceps caniceps) NE 

 27-07 1 seen and 2 heard Turba marshes (Zapata); 28-07 1 seen and 1 heard, south of  

 Soplillar (Zapata). 

069 Key West Quail-Dove (Geotrygon chrysia) NE 

 26-07 1 ex seen south of Soplillar (Zapata); 27-07 2 seen and 3 heard Turba marsh (Zapata); 

 28-07 5 seen and 2 heard south of Soplillar (Zapata). 

070 Ruddy Quail-Dove (Geotrygon montana montana) 

 25-07 1 heard Soroa; 28-07 1 seen south of Soplillar (Zapata). 

071 Blue-headed Quail-Dove (Starnoenas cyanocephala) E 

 26-07 1 ex heard Soroa; 28-07 4 seen and 2 heard south of Soplillar (Zapata). 

072 Cuban Parakeet (Aratinga euops) E 

 27-07 5 ex crocodile farm (Zapata); 30-07 15 ex Najasa. 

073 Cuban Parrot (Amazona leucocephala) NE 

 Birds of the subspecies A.l. palmarum were seen in the Zapata area (26-07 12 ex; 27-07 20 

 ex; 28-07 15 ex) and birds of the subspecies A. l. leucocephala at Najasa (29-07 10 ex; 30-07 

 3 ex).  

074 Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus americanus) 

 Remarkably often seen: at Zapata (total 5 ex), Najasa (2 ex) and Cayo Coco (1 ex). 

075 Mangrove Cuckoo (Coccyzus minor) 

 31-07 1 ex tape-lured at Cayo Coco. 

076 Great Lizard-Cuckoo (Saurothera merlini merlini) NE 

 26-07 1 ex Soroa and 4 ex Soplillar (Zapata); 27-07 and 28-07 5 resp. 10 ex Zapata marshes; 

 30-07 3 ex Najasa. 

077 Smooth-billed Ani (Crotophaga ani) 

 Common and widespread, seen on all dates in good numbers. 

078 Barn Owl (Tyto alba furcata) 

 30-07 2 ex Najasa.  

079 Bare-legged Owl (Otus lawrencii) E 

 27 and 28-07 1 ex at its treehole, Soplillar area (Zapata); in the evening of 28-07 a second 

 calling bird was well seen by spotlighting in the evening, 2 km south of Soplillar. 

080 Cuban Pygmy-Owl (Glaucidium siju siju) E 

 27-07 1 ex seen and a second ex heard (Zapata); 28-07 in total 6 ex seen and/or heard Zapata; 

 30-07 1 ex heard Najasa. 

081 Stygian Owl (Asio stygius siguapa) 

 28-07 1ex on its dayroost near Soplillar (Zapata). 

082 Antillean Nighthawk (Chordeiles gundlachii gundlachii) NE 

 A common and easy to see (since flying at daylight) species; in total 28 ex seen on 6 dates. 

083 Greater Antillean Nightjar (Caprimulgus cubanensis cubanensis) E 

 A more difficult bird: in the evening of 27-07 1 ex heard only west of Soplillar. 



084 Antillean Palm-Swift (Tachornis phoenicobia iradii) NE 

 A rather common and widespread bird: in total 29 birds seen on 4 dates. 

085 Cuban Emerald (Chlorostilbon ricordii) NE 

 Common and widespread, in total 49 ex were seen on all dates.  

086 Bee Hummingbird (Mellisuga helenae) E 

 The world’s smallest bird! 25-07 1 female at La Habana; 26-07 1 female Soplillar (Zapata); 

  28-07 1 male and 1 female, 20 km southwest of Soplillar (Zapata). 

087 Cuban Trogon (Priotelus temnurus temnurus) E 

 A common Cuban endemic; seen and heard in good numbers (up to 15 per day) at Sierra de 

 Rosario, Soroa, and Zapata. 

088 Belted Kingfisher (Ceryle alcyon) 

 26-07 and 27-07 2 resp. 1 ex at Playa Larga. 

089 Cuban Tody (Todus multicolor) E 

 Another rather common and widespread endemic, found at Soroa, La Güira, Zapata, Cayo 

 Coco and Florencia. In total 28 ex were recorded on 6 dates. 

090 West Indian Woodpecker (Melanerpes superciliaris superciliaris) NE 

 Common and widespread, seen all dates. 

091 Cuban (Green) Woodpecker (Xiphidiopicus percussus percussus) E 

 Common and widespread, almost daily recorded. 

092 Northern Flicker (Colaptes auratus chrysocaulosus) 

 25-07 1 ex Soroa and 1 ex La Güira; on 26-, 27- and 28-07 1 ex each Zapata. 

093 Fernandina’s Flicker (Colaptes fernandinae) E 

 On 26-07 3 ex along the track southeast of Soplillar (Zapata). 

094 Cuban Pewee (Contopus caribaeus caribaeus) NE 

 Common and widespread, daily recorded. 

095 La Sagra’s Flycatcher (Myiarchus sagrae sagrae) NE 

 25-07 4 ex Soroa; 31-07 6 ex Cayo Coco. 

096 Gray Kingbird (Tyrannus dominicensis) 

 Very common and widespread. 

097 Loggerhead Kingbird (Tyrannus caudifasciatus caudifasciatus) NE 

 Very common and widespread. 

098 Giant Kingbird (Tyrannus cubensis) E 

 On 31-07 2 ex Najasa, i.e. 1 ex approx. 1 km east of Pedro’s house and another ex near the 

 cemetary. 

099 Cuban Palm Crow (Corvus minutus) E 

 31-07 18 ex Najasa. 

100 Cuban Crow (Corvus nasicus) NE 

 26-07 3 ex Playa Larga; 28-07 1 ex Playa Larga; 29-07 and 30-07 25 resp. 50 ex Najasa. 

101 Cuban Vireo (Vireo gundlachii) E 

 26-07 4 ex Soplillar track (Zapata); 27-07 1 ex Zapata; 28-07 at least 6 ex Zapata; 31-07 2 ex 

 Cayo Coco.  

102 Thick-billed Vireo (Vireo crassirostris cubensis) NE 

 31-07 2 seen and 1 heard near the lighthouse of Cayo Paredon Grande. 

103 Black-whiskered Vireo (Vireo altiloquus barbatulus) NE 

 Common and widespread. 

104 Cuban Solitaire (Myadestes elisabeth elisabeth) E 

 Only recorded at Soroa: 25-07 4 ex (1 seen) and 26-07 3 ex (1 seen). 

105 Red-legged Thrush (Turdus plumbeus rubripes) NE 

 Locally common: Soroa, Zapata and Cayo Coco. 

106 Northern Mockingbird (Mimus polyglottos orpheus) 

 Common and widespread. 

107 Bahama Mockingbird (Mimus gundlachii gundlachii) NE 



 31-07 5 ex Cayo Guillermo. 

108 Zapata Wren (Ferminia cerverai) E 

 27-07 1 male seen and 2 more heard in the Turba marshes, Zapata; on 29-07 1 male seen and 

 4 more heard at the same site. 

109 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (Polioptila caerulea) 

 27-07 1 ex near Soplillar (Zapata). An early migrant. 

110 Cuban Gnatcatcher (Polioptila lembeyei) E 

 31-07 approx. 15 ex Cayo Coco and Cayo Paredon Grande. 

111 Cuban Martin (Progne cryptoleuca cryptoleuca) E 

 Widespread and although daily recorded not really common. 

112 Cave Swallow (Hirundo fulva fulva) 

 Common and widespread. 

113 House Sparrow (Passer domesticus) I 

 Widespread in generally low numbers. 

114 Scaly-breasted Munia (Lonchura punctulata) I 

 01-08 20 ex in agricultural fields near Florencia. 

115 Black-headed Munia (Lonchura malacca) I 

 25-07 1 ex along the Autopista between La Habana and Soroa. 

116 Northern Parula (Parula americana) 

 31-07 2 ex Cayo Coco. Early migrants. 

117 Yellow Warbler (Dendroica petechia) 

 31-07 15 ex Cayo Coco and Cayo Paredon Grande. 

118 Yellow-throated Warbler (Dendroica dominica) 

 31-07 5 ex Cayo Coco. Early migrants. 

119 Olive-capped Warbler (Dendroica pityophila) NE 

 25-07 at least 20 ex in pine tree forest at La Güira. 

120 Black-and white Warbler (Mniotilta varia) 

 25-07 1 ex Soroa; 26-07 and 27-07 1 ex Zapata; 31-07 1 ex Cayo coco. A breeding bird in 

 Cuba. 

121 Protonotary Warbler (Protonotaria citrea) 

 31-07 1 male Cayo Coco. An early migrant. 

122 Louisiana Waterthrush (Seiurus motacilla) 

 28-07 2 ex along track near Soplillar (Zapata). 

123 Yellow-headed Warbler (Teretistris fernandinae) E 

 25-07 8 ex Soroa and 2 ex La Güira; 26-07 2 ex Soroa and 2 ex Zapata; 27-, 28- and 29-07  

 daily 2-3 ex Zapata.  

124 Oriente Warbler (Teretistris fornsi) E 

 31-07 25 ex Cayo Coco. 

125 Zapata Sparrow (Torreornis inexpectata) E 

 Not found in the Zapata marshes (where difficult), but on 31-07 1 ex (of the ssp. varonai) at 

 Cayo Coco. 

126 Stripe-headed Tanager (Spindalis zena pretrei) NE 

 25-07 8 ex La Güira; 27-07 10 ex Soplillar (Zapata); 31-07 40 ex Cayo Coco. 

127 Red-legged Honeycreeper (Cyanerpes cyaneus carneipes) 

 25-07 5 ex Soroa and 2 ex La Güira; 26-07 1 ex Soroa; 28-07 1 ex along the track 20 km 

 southeast of Soplillar (Zapata). 

128 Cuban Bullfinch (Melopyrrha nigra nigra) NE 

 Rather common and widespread, in total 23 ex on 5 dates. 

129 Cuban Grassquit (Tiaris canora) E 

 On 30-07 1 male heard only in bushes near the Najasa cemetary.  

130 Yellow-faced Grassquit (Tiaris olivacea) 

 Common and widespread. 



131 Greater Antillean Oriole (Icterus dominicensis melanopsis) NE 

 26-07 1 ex and 28-07 3 ex near Soplillar (Zapata). 

132 Red-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius assimilis) E 

 27-07 2 ex along the raod between Playa Larga and the crocodile farm. A rather scarce and 

 localised endemic. 

133 Tawny-shouldered Blackbird (Agelaius humeralis humeralis) NE 

 Rather common and widespread, seen all dates. 

134 Eastern Meadowlark (Sturnella magna hippocrepis) 

 Seen in small numbers along the (single) the Autopista and at Najasa. 

135 Cuban Blackbird (Dives atroviolacea) E 

 Common and widespread endemic. 

136 Greater Antillean Grackle (Quiscalus niger gunlachii) NE 

 Common and widespread. 

137 Shiny Cowbird (Molothrus bonariensis) 

 27-07 2 ex Zapata marshes. 


