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Introduction: 
This trip was conceived as an opportunity to visit an area of outstanding 
natural history interest, where costs could be kept quite low, and where a 
range of sites could be visited at a sensible pace. 
 
We flew from London Luton to Madrid with EasyJet, hired a Citroen C2 from 
Madrid Barajas airport with National Artesa, and took a lightweight tent! 
 
We camped for three nights at the “Camping Parque Natural de Monfragüe” 
(well placed for the Monfragüe NP sites), then spent a night at the “Jadsan 
SL” site at Guadeloupe (allowing us to take in the rice fields south of Zorita 
and the Plains of Belen in a single journey), before returning to Monfragüe for 
two more nights. After spending our last full day in the Gredos Mountains we 
drove to the outskirts of Madrid and camped overnight at Villaviciosa de 
Odon, to be near the airport for our mid-morning return flight. 
 
The camp-sites were fine, all with good facilities including hot showers. The 
campsite bar/restaurant at Monfragüe served a modestly priced Menu del Dia. 
 
We spent pretty much all of our time birding, and as a consequence clocked 
up 1,900km – although a sizeable chunk of that involved the journeys from 
and to the airport.  
 
Weather: 
We arrived late morning to find wet roads following heavy rain. Although 
cloudy for much of the rest of our first day, we had pleasant sun during the 
evening. Our second day became increasingly cloudy and by mid morning 
heavy and prolonged showers had begun, and the wind had risen to a strong 
south-westerly. Again, things calmed down to provide a pleasant evening. 
Thereafter things kept on improving, with sunny days, varying winds and 
increasing temperatures – peaking at a hot 33 deg. C. 
 
Overnight temperatures improved too – initially we were quite cool during the 
night, but soon things became pretty comfortable. 
 
Information: 
 
Although it is now ten years old, and currently out of print, John Muddeman’s 
“Birdwatching guide to Extremadura” remains the most accessible guide, with 
clear directions and descriptions to all key sites. Garcia and Paterson’s 
“Where to watch birds in Southern and Western Spain” is more up to date, but 
its format does not lend itself to easy access! 
 
We also used several trip reports gleaned from the internet, plus information 
from other birders – particular thanks are due to Phil Benstead for his up to 
date information. 
 



 - 4 - 

Itinerary: 
 
 
Sunday 10th May: 
EasyJet flight 2201 London Luton – Madrid Barajas (arrived 10.30 local time). 
Drove the E90 from Madrid to Oropesa, and then completed the Oropesa / 
Navalcam / Rosarito loop (see site 1 below), before arriving at Camping 
Parque Natural de Monfragüe early evening. After setting up camp we headed 
for the Mirador de Trajadilla (site 3) and then the Portilla del Tietar (site 2). 
 
 
 
Monday 11th May: 
Our first site, en route for some steppe birding, was the Bridge over the Rio 
Tietar, and the Punte del Cardenal (site 5). We then stopped to view Peña 
Falcon (site 6) and spent time exploring the Arroyo de La Vid (site 8). It was 
then time for steppe birding – driving slowly and stopping frequently to scan 
the steppe, we covered the road from Torrejon el Rubio to Monroy (site 9), 
before setting out along the rough road which starts approximately eight 
kilometres before the EX 390 reaches Cáseres (site 10). After this we drove 
north to pick up the road southeast from Santa Marta de Magascar to the N 
521 just west of Trujillo (site 11). After spending some time in Trujillo town 
(site 14), we drove the road from Trujillo to Monroy (site 12). We finished the 
day at the black-winged kite site 1.5km northeast of Monroy (site 13). 
 
 
 
Tuesday 12th May: 
A day spent in the Monfragüe NP. After starting at the Castillo de Monfragüe 
(site 7), we moved on to visit Peña Falcon (site 6) and then on to the Bridge 
over the Rio Tietar, and the Punte del Cardenal (site 5). We spent time at the 
Mirador de Trajadilla (site 3) and Fuente Tres Carnos (site 4). In the evening 
we returned to the Portilla del Tietar (site 2). 
 
 
 
Wednesday 13th May: 
A long day which started with breakfast at Peña Falcon (site 6), before driving 
south to explore steppe from the EX 378 west towards Campo Lugar (site 15). 
We moved on to view the rice fields south of Zorita (site 18), and then 
completed the long drive along the Madrigalejo to Logrosán road (site 19). 
After tracking down the Jadsan SL camp-site at Guadeloupe we explored a 
mixed woodland site just outside the town (site 20). 
 
 
Thursday 14th May: 
We left our Guadeloupe camp-site early and arrived at the ridge above 
Madroñera (site 21) in  cool misty conditions. Things had heated up by the 
time we reached the Plains of Belén (site 16) where we spent a long morning. 
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 We then drove the Trujillo to Monroy road again (site 12) en route to 
repeating the “rough road” experience (this time in the opposite direction (site 
10). Once again, we finished the day just north east of Monroy at the black-
winged kite site (site 13), before returning to the campsite at Camping Parque 
Natural de Monfragüe. 
 
 
Friday 15th May: 
We spent all morning and early afternoon enjoying the delights of the 
Embalse de Arroyocampo (site 17), returning to the campsite at Camping 
Parque Natural de Monfragüe via the Portilla del Tietar (site 2). During the 
evening we spent time looking for Scop’s owls and red-necked nightjars along 
the road from the campsite to Malpartida de Placensia. 
 
 
Saturday 16th May: 
We left our campsite in the Parque Natural de Monfragüe and spent the day in 
the Gredos Mountains. Stopping at Piornal (site 22), Garganta Beceda (site 
23) and Puerto de Tournavacas (site 24) we made our way to the Parador de 
Gredos (site 25). We then spent a long and enjoyable afternoon en route to 
and on the tops of the Platforma de Gredos (site 26). Calling in again at the 
Parador we then made the long drive to arrive late at the outskirts of Madrid at 
Villaviciosa de Odon, where we camped at the Arco Iris camping bungalows 
park. 
 
 
Sunday 17th May: 
We got up early for showers etc. before leaving the campsite at 8am (gates 
locked until then) to return the hire car and catch EasyJet flight 2202 at 10.50 
to return home. 
 
 
 
 
 
Birding: 
We had a really enjoyable and successful trip. We recorded 148 bird species 
during the week, which given the lack of waterfowl, waders and gulls because 
of the restricted habitat range, was more than we had anticipated. We did not 
see any sandgrouse (although birders had had success with these much 
further south than we travelled), which was really our only disappointment. 
 
We recorded a nice selection of mammals including Ibex, Iberian Hare, Red 
Squirrel and Otter, and odonata records included the rare Banded Darter and 
Long Skimmer, as well as Western Clubtail and Western Demoiselle.  
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Sites visited: 
 
1) On day 1, having survived the distractions of bee-eaters, white storks, red-
rumped swallows etc. as we drove along the E90 from Madrid, we turned off 
near Oropesa and headed north on the CM 5150. Here we began to see 
southern grey shrikes and azure-winged magpies along with short-toed eagle, 
woodchat etc. 
 
We visited the Embalse de Navalcam, where at the dam we saw crag 
martins, a black redstart,and booted eagle. Returning to the CM 5150 we 
headed further north, stopping where the Rio Tietar runs alongside the road. 
Here we saw great reed warblers, a singing male subalpine warbler and 
kingfisher as well as western demoiselle and azure damselflies. 
 
We eventually turned left onto the CL 501, and then headed back south on a 
minor road to the dam of the Embalse de Rosarito. Here we saw several 
cormorants from the local inland breeding colony, and a group of 30 black 
terns – with them was a single white-winged black tern. We also had a lesser 
emperor dragonfly here. We carried on south to rejoin the E90 and from there 
made our way to our campsite in the Monfragüe NP. 
 
 
MONFRAGÜE NATIONAL PARK 
 
On our first evening we visited two of the Monfragüe NP sites along the EX 
389, from where it leaves the EX 208 until it reaches the Portilla del Tietar.  All 
of the sites which we visited along this stretch of road during the week are 
described below: 
 
2) Portilla del Tietar: 
We visited this site three times during our stay. Famous as a regular breeding 
site for eagle owl, the impressive rock faces of the Portilla del Tietar are also 
currently one of the best sites in the NP for white-rumped swift. In May 2009 
two eagle owl chicks had been raised and were on the point of fledging. We 
saw them on every visit – usually emerging from behind a rock face at the top 
of a gully mid-evening.  
We saw an adult on only one visit – the female was roosting in view late 
afternoon, and eventually flew to join the chicks when they emerged mid-
evening. We also saw white-rumped swift on every visit, with one or two 
amongst hirundines over and around the crags, and up to six during the late 
evening. As well as griffons from the large colony on the rock faces we saw 
both black and Egyptian vultures here. A selection of additional raptors seen 
included short-toed eagle, hen harrier, and on two occasions Spanish imperial 
eagle, with two overhead on 15th May.  
 
Other birds seen here included black stork (a pair), blue rock thrush, alpine 
swift, rock bunting, subalpine warbler, turtle dove and hawfinch. 
 
On the evening of the 10th May we saw an otter making its way slowly 
westward along the River Tietar below the watch-point. 
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The watch-point (with roofed shelter) is positioned at the roadside, but parking 
is only available in a lay-by to the west and on verges to the east – 
necessitating a short walk along the road, which can be quite busy with traffic. 
 
As we headed back to the EX 208 on 10th May we stopped at the bridge at La 
Higuerilla, a few hundred metres from the Portilla. Here we heard at least two 
red-necked nightjars singing. On 12th May a rather elderly fox was sitting 
forlornly on the bridge as we arrived. In the late evenings we saw many red 
deer along the road from the Portilla to the EX 208. 
 
 
3) Mirador de Trajadilla: 
A few kilometres west of the Portilla del Tietar, the Mirador de Trajadilla 
provides a shaded area with ample roadside parking, to view across the Rio 
Tietar to large sheer rock-face. Both griffon and Egyptian vultures breed and 
roost here. We also saw blue rock thrush and had a short-toed eagle perched 
in a tree, and on the rocks around the river we had grey wagtail. 
 
 
4) Fuente Tres Carnos: 
A few kilometres west of the Mirador, there is space for two or three cars to 
park at the well-marked Fuente (spring), which can also be reached on the 
yellow-route walk from the NP Information Centre at Villareal de San Carlos. 
For us the main interest on May 12th was in a singing male western orphean 
warbler which eventually showed well in a cork oak in which it had a partially 
completed nest. We also saw an Egyptian vulture, Sardinian, subalpine and 
Cetti’s warblers as well as nightingale and woodchat. 
 
 
 
The other sites in the NP which we visited were all along the EX 208, south of 
Villareal de San Carlos: 
 
5) EX 208 Bridge over the Rio Tietar, and the Punte del Cardenal: 
The long road bridge over the river hosts a massive house martin colony (one 
of several huge colonies we saw at bridges and dams during the week). There 
is parking available north of the bridge which affords views east over the river 
and the old Punte de Cardenal, and a shaded parking area at the southern 
end from which the path around the eastern side is easily accessed. We 
stopped at the bridge on most of the occasions when we were driving the EX 
208, and we took time to walk the path along the eastern side of the river on 
May 12th. 
 
Alpine swifts were always either around the bridge or over the slopes, with up 
to 10 there on the 15th. The vegetation along the track and on the slopes was 
not particularly productive for us – black-cap, robin, blue rock thrush and black 
redstart being about the sum of it. However, raptor activity was excellent.  
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During our visits, in addition to numbers of black kites harassing the feral 
pigeons we saw good numbers of griffons and a booted eagle, and on 15th we 
saw two Bonelli’s eagles over the western slopes which eventually perched up 
in a high tree for us. On one occasion as we drove across the bridge a rock 
sparrow was perched on the guard-rail. 
 
6) Peña Falcon: 
Peña Falcon is the large cliff-face which can be viewed from the mirador at El 
Santo del Gitano on the EX 208. There is good parking and viewing access at 
the site. This was another place where we stopped on most of the occasions 
when we were driving past. On May 13th we took supplies and ate breakfast at 
the mirador – arriving at around 7.30am. There was always something to see 
at this site. In the early morning the spectacle of hundreds of griffons leaving 
the roost was really memorable, as was the spectacular stoop of a peregrine 
to have a go at a bird on a distant slope, and a griffon plummeting from a 
great height to crash into the river below. Two pairs of black storks were 
always present, and during our visits we also saw up to three Egyptian 
vultures together, with black vulture, short-toed and booted eagles for good 
measure. We also had blue rock thrush (three together), great spotted 
woodpecker, hawfinch and raven here. 
 
7) Castillo de Monfragüe: 
The Castillo can be seen at a great distance from all directions, perched on 
the hill top above Peña Falcon. We visited on May 12th, and began by 
exploring the lower car park and its surrounding woods.  
Here we heard and saw many hawfinches, several woodlarks, nuthatches and 
heard golden orioles. The walk up the approach road is pretty steep, so being 
birders we drove up to park near the final flights of stone steps up to the 
Castillo itself. At the base of the first flight of steps red-rumped swallows and 
crag martins were collecting mud from a small puddle, and we saw alpine 
swift and red-billed chough around the top. 
 
Standing on the top we were able to watch griffon, black and Egyptian 
vultures below us and at eye-level – most unnerving!  
 
8) Arroyo de La Vid: 
Driving south from Peña Falcon, the Arroyo de La Vid is marked by signs 
before the bridge which crosses the stream. We explored the river bed and 
slopes here on 11th May. Red-rumped swallows and crag martins were 
nesting under the bridge and on the small buildings, and Spanish sparrows 
were nesting in holes in telegraph poles. One or two rock sparrows were 
present around the bridge and buildings. We could hear a singing western 
orphean warbler, but it was rather distant in a fenced-off area and not 
accessible.  
 
On the slopes above the buildings we had Sardinian warbler, and a pair of 
Dartford warblers, and woodlarks were singing overhead and in the scrub. 
Our only golden eagle of the trip (probably a 5th year bird) spent some time 
low over and around the slopes. 
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STEPPE NORTHEAST OF TRUJILLO: 
 
We spent a lot of time driving minor roads to scan over extensive steppe 
habitat. This also took us through a lot of “dehesa” and mixed farming fringes. 
 
This large area of dehesa and steppe is bounded by Trujillo in the southeast, 
Cáseres to the southwest and Monroy to the north. We visited this area in 
search of steppe species on several occasions. 
 
9)The EX 390 from Torrejon el Rubio towards Cáseres passes through 
both dehesa and steppe. Despite poor weather on May 11th, we saw red kite, 
roller and southern grey shrike as we drove along. On one of the large pylons 
north of the road two perched raptors proved to be Spanish imperial eagles.  
 
10) Approximately eight kilometres before the EX 390 reaches Cáseres, a 
minor road heads off east across extensive steppe. This road is in terrible 
condition as it winds for about 23 kilometres before joining the road between 
the A58 and Santa Marta de Magascar. The weather was poor on our first 
visit on 11th May, with strong south-westerly winds and heavy and prolonged 
showers. Despite this we saw lots of thekla and calandra larks – with many on 
the road surface itself, apparently sheltering from the wind behind sparse 
roadside vegetation. We also saw smaller numbers of short-toed larks. White 
storks strode about in the fields, flocks of 40 or more Spanish sparrows were 
common, feeding in the cereals, and rollers and Montagu’s harriers were seen 
all along the road. Small numbers of red-legged partridges were also seen, 
and a booted eagle was sitting around on rocks as we drove past. It wasn’t 
until we had almost completed the drive that we saw any bustards, but 
eventually we connected with a total of 24 great bustards – a group of five and 
a group of 19. We drove the road in the opposite direction in much better 
weather on  May 14th. Surprisingly larks seemed less numerous, but 
otherwise birds were much the same, with 11 great bustards still present at 
the south-eastern end of the road. We stopped at the bridge over the gully 
where the road “peaks” as mentioned in Muddeman to search for spectacled 
warbler. We didn’t see any spectacled warblers, but we did have 2+ western 
clubtail dragonflies and four newly fledged crag martins sitting on the bridge 
being fed by adults. 
 
Other roads driven in the area north and west of Trujillo included: 
 
11) The road southeast from Santa Marta de Magascar to the N 521 just 
west of Trujillo which we drove on the 11th May, seeing little owl, ringtail hen 
harrier, calandra larks and three great bustards. 
 
12) The CV 128 from the EX 208 just north of Trujillo to Monroy which we 
also drove on the 11th and 14th May, seeing southern grey shrikes, many 
Montagu’s harriers, 2 booted eagles, calandra larks, red kite, black vulture,  
raven, roller and short-toed eagle. 
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13) On the evenings of the 11th and 14th May we visited a site on the EX 390, 
approximately 1.5km northeast of Monroy. Where the road intersects a line 
of pines (just past the roadside white stork colony) a track heads north. We 
parked off the road and walked about 400m to view the cereal fields and 
dehesa to the northeast.  On both evenings after a short wait we saw a black-
winged kite hunting over the fields and perched in a tree. There were also 
Spanish sparrows, woodchats, azure-winged magpies and woodchat in the 
area. 
 
14) Trujillo Town itself is very pleasant, and worth a visit to see its lesser 
kestrels. We sat and ate a “picnic” in a small square on the 11th May and had 
up to five or six birds overhead at any time. Many buildings had white-storks 
nests. We made the effort to visit the Trujillo bull-ring, where four  lesser 
kestrels were drifting around overhead. Nearby the large fish-pond had 4+ 
little grebes and several white wagtails. 
 
 
 
 
STEPPE TO THE SOUTH AND EAST OF TRUJILLO: 
 
15) Heading south from Trujillo, the EX208 reaches Zorita. A short dog-leg in 
the town will find the EX 378 heading south for Madrigalejo. Before reaching 
Madrigalejo, a minor road heads off west signed for Campo Lugar. We had 
a pleasant couple of hours or so covering this road on the morning of May 
13th. The highlight was seeing more great bustards – a total of at least 24 in 
groups of up to eight, including a lone female with two very young chicks. We 
also had many calandra larks, and smaller numbers of short-toed larks. 
Raptors seen included black vultures, short-toed eagles and Montagu’s 
harriers, and we saw three rollers – again associated with nest-boxes on the 
smaller electricity pylons. Before returning to the EX 378, we parked towards 
the eastern end of the road near the stone monument mentioned by 
Muddeman. Here a track heads off south across the steppe, which we walked 
along for about a kilometre. This gave additional extensive views across the 
steppe and produced two stone curlews. 
 
 
 
16) Plain of Belén: 
This site is mentioned in Garcia and Paterson and is well described by 
Muddeman. The village of Belén is just east and very close to Trujillo. After 
following the narrow, winding streets through the village a minor road heads 
off east in the direction of Torrecillas de la Tiesa. This road passes through 
some excellent steppe. When we drove it on May 14th we found our only little 
bustards of the trip – three males on either side of the road about eight 
kilometres from Belén. It was difficult to get good views, because although the 
birds were close to the road they were in quite long grass. Also here we had 
red kite, common buzzard, thekla and calandra larks and our first great 
spotted cuckoo of the trip – an adult.  
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We choose to carry on along the road (rather than turn left or right along the 
Torrecillas de la Tiesa to Aldeacentenera road). Here the steppe gradually 
became more and more agricultural before the road reached the E90 / A5 
north of Trujillo. However, along this stretch we had three black vultures on 
the ground, and a flock of 22 griffons around a cow carcass – with 11 more 
overhead. 
 
 
OTHER SITES: 
 
17) Embalse de Arroyocampo: 
 
This site is well described in Muddeman, and mentioned in Garcia and 
Paterson. On May 15th we followed the EX A1 southeast until turning off south 
on the CC 17.1 and passing Casatejada heading for Saucedilla. Between 
Casatejada and Saucedilla we had a black-winged kite perched on roadside 
telegraph wires (an irony, given the effort we had put in to finding the species 
earlier in the week). Just after the road passes Saucedilla it crosses an arm of 
the Embalse in its north-eastern corner, where it is possible to park on a 
rough open area beside the water. This area is the best for wildlife, and 
nearby has four raised hides overlooking various parts of this corner of the 
reservoir. (The hides can be accessed by obtaining a key from an information 
centre in Saucedilla – directions on the information boards – but this isn’t 
necessary for getting raised views because it is possible to stand with a 
‘scope on the platforms by the hide doors and see practically everything which 
would be possible from the hides!). 
 
This site provided the only significant numbers of wetland birds on our trip. 
We spent a long time around the parking area, where we had many purple 
herons, great reed warblers and, frustratingly could hear purple gallinules 
grunting and squawking in the extensive reed beds and reed fringes. It took a 
while but eventually we had good views of several gallinules around the 
embalse. Savi’s warblers were singing everywhere, and in the calm conditions 
we were able to ‘scope several singing from reed tops. Passing overhead we 
had two spoonbills, black-crowned night-heron, gull-billed and little terns, little 
and cattle egrets and many views of surprisingly active little bitterns. Around 
the car parking area and reed fringes two 1st Summer great spotted cuckoos 
were causing a disturbance among the magpies and smaller birds. 
 
Muddeman mentions two rare species of dragonfly at this site, and we were 
surprised to find both really easily. As the morning warmed up we saw 6+ 
banded dragonflies on the dusty paths, and in the taller grass between the 
reservoir and the road we found several male and female long skimmers. We 
also had western clubtails and Iberian blue-tail damselfly here, with black-
tailed skimmer and scarlet dragonfly near hide 3. 
 
This was an excellent site, and well worth the minimal effort in getting there! 
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18) Rice Fields South of Zorita: 
 
We visited this area on May 13th. On the EX 378 just north of Madrigalejo a 
new concrete track heads east alongside paddyfields (this appears to replace 
the sandy tracks mentioned in Muddeman). The road continues for several 
kilometres through paddyfields and arable crops (we drove approximately five 
kilometres before turning round and returning to the EX 378). Here we saw a 
total of seven collared pratincoles, gull-billed terns and small numbers of 
black-winged stilts and little ringed plovers. We also found a few red 
avadavats in the reed and scrub fringes of the irrigation channels. Overall 
though, bird numbers were low and the site was a little disappointing. 
 
19) Madrigalejo to Logrosán road: 
As described in Garcia and Paterson, this road heads off north east from just 
north of Madrigalejo  next to the roadside “Pension Mayve”, and wanders its 
way to the EX 102 just west of Logrosán. It is another road which has some 
very rough, pot-holed sections! 
 
The first few kilometres were quite productive, producing flocks of red 
avadavats, including a group of c20 which were perching on a wire fence 
which crossed a roadside pool, and 11+ in roadside reeds. We also heard at 
least three quails in close proximity in a roadside cereal field, but could not 
tempt them to show to a tape. Further along the road crosses the Canal de 
Las Dehesas, and here there are a couple of large reed-fringed pools which 
can be viewed from an elevated position by the canal side. Here we saw 
southern grey shrikes, great reed warblers, a little owl was nearby, and we 
heard another quail. 
 
We found little more of interest beyond the canal as we made our way to the 
EX 102 heading for Guadeloupe. 
 
20) Guadeloupe: 
We camped overnight on the 13th/14th May at a pleasant site just outside the 
town of Guadeloupe. A minor road runs from the EX102 / EX 380 roundabout 
under a viaduct to enter the town from the east. Just after the viaduct on a 
hairpin bend, a track heads off north, initially through some small-holdings and 
then into an area of mixed woodland in a valley with a small inaccessible 
stream. We spent a pleasant hour or so be fore dinner walking the track 
through the woods. Here we saw grey wagtail, great spotted woodpecker, 
firecrest and short-toed tree-creepers, as well as several azure-winged 
magpies and serins. 
 
In the town square we were treated to views of lesser kestrels, crag martins 
and a large gathering of common swifts as we ate our evening meal. 
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21) Madroñera: 
From Madroñera (just off the EX 208 south-east of Trujillo) a minor road winds 
its way through orchards and gardens to a point overlooking the town.  This 
road leads to a scrub-covered ridge which we worked on a cool misty morning 
on May 14th.  Here we saw Dartford warblers, Sardinian warblers, thekla and 
short-toed larks, red-legged partridges and azure-winged magpies. We also 
had an Iberian hare amongst the sparser bushes. 
 
THE GREDOS MOUNTAINS: 
 
We spent our last full day, 16th May, in the Gredos Mountains before driving 
back towards Madrid in the late evening to be closer to the airport for our mid-
morning flight on the 17th. The mountains provided another variety of habitat 
and with it several species which we had not recorded elsewhere on the trip. 
 
22) Piornal: 
We set off early, and by 7.45 am we were in the village of Piornal, reached by 
taking the signed minor road east from the N110 on the southern side of the 
Val de Jerte. A steep climb through cherry orchards (a feature of the first 
stretch of the Val de Jerte) brought us to Piornal where we saw hundreds of 
pallid swifts from the village’s large breeding colony swirling around over the 
buildings. We also saw a black redstart on a rooftop. 
 
23) Garganta Beceda: 
Returning to the N110, we continued northeast along the Val de Jerte to the 
Garganta Beceda. We spent a little time here but did not see any of the 
hoped-for honey buzzards mentioned in Muddeman. As with many sites, we 
could hear golden orioles singing. We did see five red-rumped swallows 
around the bridge and our first carrion crows of the trip. 
 
24) Puerto de Tournavacas: 
After continuous climbing on the N110, we reached the high-point of Puerto 
de Tournavacas, where there is a large parking area and a viewpoint looking 
back down the valley. We parked here and explored the low scrub to the north 
of the busy road. Here there were woodlarks and whitethroats, together with a 
singing male ortolan and a melodious warbler. We pushed up the slope via an 
open gate, but were soon asked to leave by a guy driving a van back down 
the track – an interesting exercise in polite sign-language! 
 
25) Parador de Gredos: 
From Puerto de Tournavacas we followed the N11 to El Barco del Avila, 
where we took the AV 941 through to Navarredonda de Gredos where the 
road passes through the grounds of the Parador de Gredos. Our target here 
was citril finch, and following instructions to view the gardens in front of the 
Parador next to the small children’s playground (easily located on the edge of 
the parking area) we quickly saw two citril finches! They were grubbing 
around on the lawn and in vegetation along the low walls. 
 Unfortunately after a few minutes a child arrived to use the playground and 
the birds flew off into the wooded area below the gardens.  
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We returned to the Parador after our visit to the Platforma de Gredos but 
couldn’t relocate the finches – mainly because of the activity in and around 
the Parador. However, in our two visits we also explored the woods below the 
Parador and saw crested tits, firecrests, black redstarts, coal tits, a fine male 
pied flycatcher, short-toed treecreeper and nuthatches. We also heard 
western Bonelli’s warbler and saw a red squirrel.  
 
 
 
26) Platforma de Gredos: 
After visiting the Parador, we returned a few kilometres along the AV941 to 
Hoyos del Espino where we turned off south and took the AV 931 which winds 
its way to over 1700m and the Platforma de Gredos.  
 
Along the roadsides we saw 3+ iberiae yellow wagtails, whitethroats and 
seven griffons overhead. We stopped on the approaches at 7.5 km where a 
bridge crosses a rocky stream, and a small pine wood sits just across the 
stream itself. On the slope down to the water we had northern wheatear,  
iberiae yellow wagtails, dunnocks cuckoo, and having crossed the stream we 
had a western Bonelli’s warbler singing on the edges of the pines.  We 
stopped further along to overlook some open green areas where we had male 
rock bunting and heard skylarks singing. 
 
We had been surprised by the amount of cars heading up the road, but when 
we reached the car park at the end of the road we realised that they belonged 
to walkers and families on a day out, to visit the tops at the Platforma de 
Gredos. The car park was full, and cars were parked for several hundred 
metres along the road itself. We took a chance and went all the way to the car 
park proper, and found a space not far from the bar and shop at the beginning 
of the trails. 
 
From the car park itself, as we prepared for the walk to the tops we ‘scoped a 
party of 4 Spanish ibex on the steep eastern slope. We also saw a displaying 
male rock thrush high on the same slope, and around the car park we saw 
northern wheatears, ortolan, black redstart, rock buntings, chiff-chaff and 
more yellow wagtails. 
 
From the car park we walked past the bar/shop and took the paved path up 
the slopes, passing a variety of families with small children, pukka walkers 
with all the gear, and everything in between! There was still snow around, but 
the day was comfortably warm, and the going was fairly easy.  
We walked a kilometre or so up the paved path before striking off to the left 
just short of a disused ski-lift to explore rocky streams and areas of scrub. 
 
Dunnocks, rock buntings and northern wheatears were all common. We saw 
several skylarks, and water pipits (including singing birds) and grey wagtails 
were not difficult to find near the fast-flowing streams. Ibex were present 
among the rocky outcrops (there were at least six in the relatively small area 
which we explored).  
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One animal was clearly intent on occupying a rock from which we were 
looking for bluethroat, and initiated a face-off from which we wimped-out 
almost immediately! 
 
We saw one or two ortolans on the top, and eventually our hard work was 
rewarded with views of a singing male bluethroat. We picked up a bird sitting  
prominently on a dead stick, and were astonished when scope views revealed 
it to be a rufous bush robin! The bird soon dropped down into scrub and by 
the time we reached the area we could not re-find it. 
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Extremadura May 10th – 17th 2009: birds recorded. 
 
 

1.  Red-legged Partridge: 
Frequent in suitable habitat. 
                                                                               

2.  Quail: 
Heard on several occasions. At least three close together singing in fields along the first 
few miles of the back-road from Madrigalejo to Logrosán 13/5, could not be tempted out 
with the tape!. 
 

3.  Greylag Goose: 
Four or five seen near a roadside pond on the drive from Madrid, 10/5. 
 

4.  Gadwall: 
Present on most sizeable ponds. 
 

5.  Mallard: 
Common in suitable habitat. 
 

6.  Little Grebe: 
Frequent. Several on the Trujillo fish ponds 11/5. 
 

7.  Great Crested Grebe: 
Present in good numbers at the Embalse de Rosarito 10/5 and the Embalse de 
Arroyocampo 15/5. 
 

8.  Black Stork: 
Two pairs resident at Peña Falcon, at least one pair resident at Portilla del Tietar. Four 
birds over dehesa near the Aldea de Trujillo 14/5. 
 

9.  European White Stork: 
Very common. Nests on building, pylons etc. in both rural and urban areas. Birds 
feeding in most open fields. 
 

10.  Eurasian Spoonbill: 
2 imms. seen in flight (twice) at the Embalse de Arroyocampo. 
 

11.  Little Bittern: 
Surprisingly easy to see at the Embalse de Arroyocampo, with several birds seen flying 
to and from reed-fringes, and a male seen stalking around reed edges 15/5. 
 

12.  Black-crowned Night Heron: 
Two or three seen in flight at the Embalse de Arroyocampo. 
 

13.  Cattle Egret: 
Common at the Embalse de Arroyocampo. Elsewhere a few groups feeding among 
livestock in steppe habitat and occasional individuals at other locations. 
 

14.  Grey Heron: 
A few individuals at various locations, including several at the Embalse de 
Arroyocampo. 
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15.  Purple Heron: 
Common at the Embalse de Arroyocampo. Not seen elsewhere. 
 

16.  Little Egret: 
Very few seen, occasional individuals in various river courses. 
 

17.  Great Cormorant: 
Several at the Embalse de Rosarito 10/5, where there is an inland breeding colony. 
Seen in ones and twos elsewhere, including the Embalse de Arroyocampo 15/5. 
 
 

18.  Lesser Kestrel: 
Seen in groups of up to six at various places in steppe habitat. Several birds over the 
town and four over the bullring at Trujillo 11/4, and three over Guadeloupe town square 
13/5. 
 

19.  Common Kestrel: 
Frequent. 
 

20.  Peregrine Falcon: 
One seen overhead and then stooping impressively at Pena Falcon 13/5. 
 
 

21.  Black-winged Kite: 
One bird over fields just NE of Monroy, seen on the evenings of 11/5 and 14/5. One 
perched on roadside wires on the approach to the Embalse de Arroyocampo early 
morning 15/5. 
 

22.  Red Kite: 
Seen frequently over both steppe habitat and in the Gredos Mountains. 
 

23.  Black Kite: 
Very common throughout. 
 

24.  Egyptian Vulture:  
Up to three birds together seen on visits to Pena Falcon and the Castillo de Monfragüe. 
A nesting bird on the cliffs at the Mirador de la Trajadilla 10/5, and one at the Portilla del 
Tietar 12/5. 
 

25.  Eurasian Griffon: 
Very common in the Monfragüe NP. Large colonies at Peña Falcon, Mirador de la 
Trajadilla and Portilla del Tietar. 22 were at a cow carcass on the Plains of Belen 14/5. 
During the day birds were in evidence, even over steppe habitats. We watched the 
spectacle of many birds leaving the Pena Falcon colony / roost in the early morning of 
13/5. A startling event was one bird plummeting from a great height and  hitting the 
water with a resounding crash – remaining floating on the water looking rather stunned! 
 
 

26.  Black Vulture: 
Small numbers, up to three together, present in many locations – usually associated 
with other vulture roosts etc. 
 

27.  Short-toed Eagle: 
Ones and twos seen throughout, especially over steppe habitats. 
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28.  Marsh Harrier: 
A female in a field on the Trujillo to Monroy road 11/5. Several birds at the Embalse de 
Arroyocampo 15/5. 
 

29.  Hen Harrier: 
A ringtail on the Sta. Marta de Magascar to Trujillo road 11/5, and another over the 
Portillo del Tietar 12/5. 
 

30.  Montagu's Harrier: 
Seen at many locations in steppe habitat. Four or five together along the Trujillo to 
Monroy road. 
 

31.  Eurasian Buzzard: 
Quite common, seen over both steppe habitat and in the Gredos Mountains. 
 

32.  Spanish Imperial Eagle: 
One circling overhead late afternoon at the Portilla del Tietar, 10/5. Two perched on a 
roadside pylon along the Torrejon el Rubio to Monroy road, in the rain, 11/5. Two birds 
seen overhead at Portilla del Tietar late afternoon 15/5, including good views of an adult 
male. 
 

33.  Golden Eagle: 
A single bird (probably 5th year) low over and around the Arroyo de La Vid 11/5. 
 

34.  Bonelli's Eagle: 
Two birds over the hillside and perched in a tree on the ridge above the Punte del 
Cardenal 12/5. 
  

35.  Booted Eagle: 
Frequent. Often seen over rocky crags, but also over steppe habitat. 
 

36.  Great Bustard: 
Two flocks totalling 24 on the “rough road” which loops north of the Embalse de 
Guadiloba on the Cáseres – Trujillo Steppe 11/5, with 11 at the same site 14/5. A total 
of 24, including a female with two small chicks from the road to Campo Lugar from the 
EX378 13/5. 
 

37.  Little Bustard: 
Despite putting in a huge effort only three were seen – all males on the Plains of Belen 
14/5. 
 

38.  Common Moorhen: 
Seen in one or two small ponds. 
 

39.  Common Coot: 
Common at the Embalse de Arroyocampo, not seen elsewhere. 
 

40.  Purple Gallinule: 
Lots of calling from reed beds and reed fringes at Embalse de Arroyocampo 15/5. 
Several views of adults and one chick – best from hide 2 at the northern end of the 
reserve area. 
 

41.  Eurasian Stone Curlew: 
Two birds seen on the steppe along the EX378 to Campo Lugar road, 13/5. 
 



 - 19 - 

42.  Black-winged Stilt: 
Small numbers (up to six together) at the Embalse de Arroyocampo. One or two 
elsewhere. 
 

43.  Northern Lapwing: 
One, apparently on a nest, on the rice fields 13/5. 
 

44.  Little Ringed Plover: 
Small numbers on the rice fields 13/5. 
 

45.  Collared Pratincole: 
Seven on the rice fields and nearby fields 13/5. 
 

46.  Common Sandpiper: 
Heard, but not seen, at the Embalse de Navalcam and the Portilla del Tietar, 10/5. 
 

47.  Gull-billed Tern: 
Three on the rice fields 13/5, and two at the Embalse de Arroyocampo 15/5. 
 

48.  Little Tern: 
Three over the Embalse de Arroyocampo 13/5. 
 

49.  White-winged Black Tern: 
One with a group of black terns over the Embalse de Rosarito 10/5. 
 

50.  Black Tern: 
Approx. 30 over the Embalse de Rosarito 10/5. 
 

51.  Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon: 
Feral pigeons present in most urban areas; “rock dove” types present at higher 
altitudes. 
 

52.  Woodpigeon: 
Common throughout. 
 

53.  European Turtle Dove: 
Occasionally heard in dehesa. Heard and seen on visits to the Portilla del Tietar. 
 

54.  Eurasian Collared Dove: 
Present in most urban areas. 
 

55.  Great Spotted Cuckoo: 
An adult seen on the Plains of Belen 14/5, and two 1st Summer birds together around 
the parking area at the Embalse de Arroyocampo 15/5. 
 

56.  Common Cuckoo: 
Common, especially in wooded fringes of the dehesa. 
 

57.  Eurasian Scop’s Owl: 
Heard only. One could be heard singing distantly from the camp site at Monfragüe at 
night, and at least two responded to a tape along the road from the campsite to 
Malpartida de Placensia 15/5. 
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58.  Eurasian Eagle-Owl: 
Two almost fledged chicks were seen at the Portilla del Tietar from about 9.30pm on 
10/5, when they emerged at the top of a scrub-covered gully. The adult female was 
roosting on a rocky ledge at the same location on 12/5, and at 9.05pm the chicks 
emerged and she eventually flew to join them before all three disappeared behind a 
rock face. On 15/5 one of the chicks was active mid-afternoon, and could be seen 
lumbering about in trees at the top of the scrub-covered gully. 
 

59.  Tawny Owl: 
One was heard during the night at the campsite at Guadeloupe 13/5. 
 

60.  Little Owl: 
One in trees along the road from Sta. Marta de Magascar to Trujillo, 11/5, one near the 
Canal de Las Dehesas on the Madrigalejo to Logrosán road 13/5.  
 

61.  Red-necked Nightjar: 
Heard only. Two were heard near the Portilla del Tietar 10/5, one or two were heard 
along the road from the campsite to Malpartida del Placensia 15/5, and one was heard 
distantly from our campsite on the edge of Madrid at dusk 16/5 and dawn 17/5. 
  

62.  Alpine Swift: 
Seen in ones and twos at suitable locations, including the Portilla del Tietar. Always 
present at the long road bridge over the Rio Tajo north of Peña Falcon, with up to 10 
there on 12/5. 
 

63.  Common Swift: 
Common throughout. 
 

64.  Pallid Swift: 
On the way from the Monfragüe campsite to the Gredos Mts. we took the detour to 
Piornal to see birds from the large breeding colony in the town. At 7.54am there were 
hundreds of birds swirling around! 
 

65.  White-rumped Swift: 
One or two were present on each of our three visits to the Portilla del Tietar, with up to 
six around the rock faces late evening on 10/5. 
 

66.  European Roller: 
Quite frequent in steppe habitat, with birds often on or near nest-boxes on pylons. 
 

67.  Common Kingfisher: 
Frequent in suitable habitat. 
 

68.  European Bee-eater: 
Abundant. Present in all habitats. 
 

69.  Common Hoopoe: 
A common bird, often seen, and the song was frequently a back-drop at birding 
locations. 
 

70.  Great Spotted Woodpecker: 
Heard drumming and seen at Pena Falcon / Castillo de Monfragüe 13/5, one in mixed 
woodlands near Guadeloupe 13/5. 
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71.  Southern Grey Shrike: 
Fairly common – often on fences and electricity wires in steppe and other habitats. 
 

72.  Woodchat Shrike: 
Common throughout. 
 

73.  Eurasian Golden Oriole: 
Frequently heard. Seen in suitable habitat on several occasions, although a bird singing 
overhead in poplars at the campsite at Guadeloupe refused to show! 
 

74.  Eurasian Jay: 
Occasional in steppe habitats and at Monfragüe NP, quite common in the Gredos Mts. 
 

75.  Azure-winged Magpie: 
Very common throughout. Happy to come to bread at the Monfragüe campsite, where a 
pair were nesting in the tree next to our tent. 
 

76.  Common Magpie: 
Common throughout. 
 

77.  Red-billed Chough: 
One seen around the Castillo del Monfragüe 12/5. 
 

78.  Eurasian Jackdaw: 
Frequent. 
 

79.  Carrion Crow: 
Seen in good numbers in the Gredos Mts. 16/5. 
 

80.  Common Raven: 
Widespread in small numbers. 
 

81.  Great Tit: 
Fairly common. 
 

82.  Blue Tit: 
Fairly common. 
 

83.  Coal Tit: 
Good numbers around the Parador de Gredos 16/5. 
 

84.  Crested Tit: 
Seen on both visits to the Parador de Gredos 15/5. 
 

85.  Sand Martin: 
4 birds around a very large sand-heap just east of the Portilla del Tietar 15/5. 
 

86.  Barn Swallow: 
Common throughout. 
 

87.  Eurasian Crag Martin: 
Common in the Monfragüe NP and in the Gredos Mts. 
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88.  Northern House Martin: 
Common. Huge breeding colonies seen at large bridges and dams. 
 

89.  Red-rumped Swallow: 
Frequent. Could usually be found around bridges and culverts at almost any location. 
 

90.  Long-tailed Tit: 
Small flocks seen occasionally on wooded slopes of the Monfrague NP and in the 
Gredos Mts. 
 

91.  Calandra Lark: 
A common bird of steppe habitat. Large numbers were sheltering from wind and rain on 
the surface of the “rough road” which loops north of the Embalse de Guadiloba on the 
Cáseres – Trujillo Steppe 11/5. 
 

92.  Greater Short-toed Lark: 
Quite common in steppe habitat. 
 

93.  Crested Lark: 
Common throughout. 
 

94.  Thekla Lark: 
Good numbers seen in areas of steppe, particularly the “rough road” which loops north 
of the Embalse de Guadiloba on the Cáseres – Trujillo Steppe. On 11/4 many birds 
were on the road itself sheltering from wind and rain! 
 

95.  Woodlark: 
Heard and seen at the Arroyo de La Vid 11/5, and at several places in the Gredos Mts., 
including the Puerto de Tournavacas 16/5. 
 

96.  Eurasian Skylark: 
Small numbers heard and seen on the road to and on the tops of the Platforma de 
Gredos, 16/4. 
 

97.  Zitting Cisticola: 
Common in suitable habitat. 
 

98.  Cetti's Warbler: 
Common in suitable habitat. 
 

99.  Savi's Warbler: 
Many were heard and several were seen in the reed beds and reed fringes of the 
Embalse de Arroyocampo, 15/4. 
 

100. Great Reed Warbler: 
Surprisingly common, and often obliging, in most areas of reed throughout the trip. 
 

101. Eurasian Reed Warbler: 
Small numbers (8+) seen / heard around the Embalse de Arroyocampo, 15.5. 
 
 

102. Melodious Warbler: 
One in waterside trees in the rice fields 13/5. 
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103. Common Chiffchaff: 
A bird was observed in scrub near the car park at the Platforma de Gredos, 16.5. 
 

104. Western Bonelli's Warbler: 
Heard and seen well in a small pine plantation on the approach road to the Platforma de 
Gredos, and heard in the pine woods around the Parador de Gredos 15/5. 
 

105. Blackcap: 
Fairly common. 
 

106. Western Orphean Warbler: 
One heard singing at the Arroyo de La Vid 11/5. One singing and showing well at 
Fuente Tres Carnos 15/5, where at one point it was seen singing from a partially 
completed nest. 
 

107. Greater Whitethroat: 
First heard and seen at the Puerto de Tournavacas, and more birds present later on the 
drive to the Platforma de Gredos, 16/5. 
 

108. Dartford Warbler: 
A pair present on a scrubby slope at the Arroyo de La Vid 11/5. 3+ birds seen and heard 
along the scrubby ridge above Madroñera early morning 14/5. 
 

109. Subalpine Warbler: 
Seen quite frequently in suitable habitat. 
 

110. Sardinian Warbler: 
Widespread in moderate numbers. 
 

111. Firecrest: 
One or two seen in mixed woodland near Guadeloupe 13/5; others seen and heard in 
woodland around the Parador de Gredos, 16/5. 
 

112. Wren: 
An uncommon bird, heard a few times but difficult to see! 
 

113. Eurasian Nuthatch: 
Two or three in the car park and on the slopes to the Castillo de Monfragüe 12/5. Others 
seen / heard in woods around the Parador de Gredos, 16/5. 
 

114. Short-toed Treecreeper: 
Two seen in mixed woodland near Guadeloupe 13/5, others seen in the woods around 
the Parador de Gredos 16/5. 
 

115. Spotless Starling: 
Abundant in suitable habitat. 
 

116. Eurasian Blackbird: 
Common. 
 
 

117. Mistle Thrush: 
Several birds seen in dehesa, especially near the Embalse de Navalcam 10/5. 
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118. European Robin: 
Not common. First seen in trees around the car park at the Rio Tajo Bridge 11/5. 
 

119. Bluethroat: 
A male in scrub near the disused ski lift on the Platforma de Gredos 16/5. 
 

120. Common Nightingale: 
Common throughout. 
 

121. Rufous Scrub Robin: 
We were astonished to pick up a bird in the ‘scope on a dead bush on the tops of the 
Platforma de Gredos, 16/5. It dropped off the bush and into thick scrub and could not be 
re-found. 
 

122. Black Redstart: 
Several birds were seen at various locations. All were males of the variant “aterrimus” 
with very black upper-parts. 
 

123. Common Stonechat: 
Common throughout. 
 

124. Northern Wheatear: 
A male on the approach road and several pairs present on the tops of the Platforma de 
Gredos, 16/5. 
 

125. Common Rock Thrush: 
A male displaying on a high ridge, seen from the car park of the Platforma de Gredos 
16/5. 
 

126. Blue Rock Thrush: 
A common bird on steep rocky cliffs, often heard singing. Three birds together near the 
car park of Pena Falcon, 13/5. 
 

127. Pied Flycatcher: 
A fine male in woods below the Parador de Gredos, 16/5. 
 

128. House Sparrow: 
Common. Several examples of apparent house / Spanish sparrow hybrids. 
 

129. Spanish Sparrow: 
Flocks of 40+ birds were common in cereal fields in steppe habitats. 
 

130. Eurasian Tree Sparrow: 
1 on fences along the C5102 10/5. 
 

131. Rock Sparrow: 
First seen at the Arroyo de La Vid, 11/5. One sitting on the parapet of the road bridge 
over the Rio Tajar 12/5. 
 

132. Red Avadavat: 
Several birds (6+) seen in the scrub/reed fringes of the irrigation channels of the rice 
fields. Birds present in larger numbers, including flocks of c20 and 13+ in the first few 
miles of the back-road from Madrigalejo to Logrosán, 13/5. 
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133. Dunnock: 
Present along the approach road, and in good numbers on the tops at the Platforma de 
Gredos 16/5. 
 

134. Yellow Wagtail: 
“Iberiae” race birds present in good numbers in fields on the approaches to the 
Platforma de Gredos 16/4. 
 

135. Grey Wagtail: 
Individuals seen at the Embalse de Rosarito and the Mirador de la Trajadilla. Several 
(including a singing male) seen along rocky streams on the tops at Platforma de Gredos 
16/5. 
 

136. White Wagtail: 
Fairly common throughout. 
 

137. Water Pipit: 
Several birds, including some displaying, along the rocky streams on the tops at the 
Platforma de Gredos, 16/5. 
 

138. Chaffinch: 
A common bird in suitable woodland habitats. 
 

139. European Serin: 
Common throughout. 
 

140. European Greenfinch: 
Present in small numbers. 
 

141. European Goldfinch: 
Small numbers in suitable habitat. 
 

142. Citril Finch: 
Two birds on the lawn and walls near the small children’s playground at the Parador de 
Gredos, 16/5.  Eventually disturbed by a small child arriving to use the playground! 
 

143. Common Linnet: 
Small numbers in suitable habitat. 
 

144. Hawfinch: 
One at Peña Falcon 11/5 was followed by many in the wooded slopes to the nearby 
Castillo de Monfragüe 12/5. Also seen at the Portilla del Tietar 15/5. 
 

145. Corn Bunting: 
Abundant – the song of the corn bunting was an almost constant back-drop at any 
birding stop! 
 
 
 

146. Rock Bunting: 
Small numbers in suitable habitat. Males singing at Portilla del Tietar and in roadside 
trees near Piornal. Very common on slopes and tops at the Platforma de Gredos, 16/5. 
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147. Ortolan Bunting: 
Singing birds seen at the Puerto de Tournavacas and 2+ on the tops of the Platforma de 
Gredos, 16/5. 
 

148. Cirl Bunting: 
Singing males seen on the approaches to the road-bridge above the Punte del Cardenal 
11/5 and 12/5. 
 

  

 

Odonata: 
 
We were surprised at how few sites seemed to hold any damselflies and 
dragonflies. Perhaps this was because it was still fairly early in the season, 
and there were very few true “wetland” sites. Never the less several reedy 
edges of the embalses, and the pools left in some of the river beds looked like 
good candidates but produced little or nothing. 
 
The exception was the Embalse de Arroyocampo (site 17, above), where we 
saw both banded dragonfly and long skimmer. 
 
As ever, “A Field Guide to the Dragonflies of Britain and Europe” by Dijkstra 
and Lewington was an essential guide to identification. 
 
1 Western demoiselle (Calopteryx xanthostoma): 

We saw this insect on the Rio Tietar where it runs alongside the CM 5150 (see site 1 
above). It was very numerous, behaving very much like our own banded demoiselle. 
 

2 Azure damselfly (Coenagrion puella): 
We also saw this insect on the Rio Tietar where it runs alongside the CM 5150 (see 
site 1 above). It too was numerous, with many insects flitting over surface vegetation. 
 

3 Iberian bluetail (Ischnura graellsii): 
This species was fairly common at the Embalse de Arroyocampo (site 17 above). 
 
 

4 Lesser Emperor (Anax parthenope): 
We only saw one individual of this insect, patrolling the waters edge of the Embalse de 
Rosarito near the dam (site 1 above). 
 
 

5 Western clubtail (Gomphus pulchellus): 
We first saw this insect around the waters edge of a pool in a river bed along the 
“rough road” through the steppe near Cáseres (see site 10 above). The two or three 
insects included a mating pair. 
 
We encountered it again in better numbers at the Embalse de Arroyocampo (site 17). 
 

6 Banded dragonfly (Brachythemis leucostica): 
We saw 6+ examples of this rare dragonfly (expanding its range northward from the 
tropics) on the sandy paths of the Embalse de Arroyocampo (site 17). 
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7 Scarlet dragonfly (Crocothemis erythraea): 
The most widespread of the dragonflies which we saw, it occurred in ones and twos at 
several locations. 
 

8 Black-tailed skimmer (Orthetrum cancellatum): 
We first saw this species on a small stream at the northern end of the road from 
Madrigalejo to Logrosán (site 19). We then saw further examples at the Embalse de 
Arroyocampo (site 17). 
 

9 Keeled skimmer (Orthetrum coerulescens): 
A few examples of this species were on the small stream mentioned above (site 19). 
 

10 Long skimmer (Orthetrum trinacria): 
We saw several males and females (including a mating pair) in taller grass near the 
car parking area at the Embalse de Arroyocampo (site 17). 
 

11 Common Darter (Sympetrum striolatum): 
We found a few examples of this species, including one along a path near Campo 
Lugar (site 15). 
  

 
 
Other creatures: 
 
We saw lots of butterflies, most of which remain unidentified, but included 
clouded yellow, swallowtail, Cleopatra / brimstone, wall brown and small 
copper. A butterfly photographed at the Puerto de Tournavacas (site 24) 
turned out to be a Queen of Spain fritillary.  
 
We saw numerous lizards, but despite getting some poor photographs, all 
remain unidentified. A few bats were at various sites. 
 
Other creatures which we did manage to get to grips with are listed below: 
 
1 Iberian Water Frog: 

Apparently this is the current name for this marsh frog split. We heard and saw this 
species at several sites. 
 

2 Spanish terrapin: 
Mainly seen as a splash as they leapt into the water at our approach, we often got 
‘scope views of these animals from bridges over various watercourses. 
 

3 Red squirrel: 
We saw one, noticeably darker than those we see regularly in Scotland, in trees below 
the Parador de Gredos (site 25). 
 

4 Rabbit: 
A quite common animal. 
 

5 Iberian hare: 
We saw one individual of this species, on the scubby ridge above Madroñera (site 21). 
 

6 Red fox: 
A rather forlorn elderly female was sitting on the bridge near the Portilla del Tietar 
early one evening (site 2). 
 



 - 28 - 

7 Otter: 
One made its way slowly along the River Tietar one evening, viewed from the 
viewpoint at the Portilla del Tietar (site 2). The river was so calm that we could follow 
the animal by the trail of bubbles left when it dived. 
 

8 Spanish ibex: 
We were not expecting to encounter this animal, so it was a real surprise to see four 
together on the high slopes above the car park at the Platforma de Gredos (site 26). 
On the tops we encountered several more among the rocky outcrops. 
 

9 Red deer: 
In the evenings in the Parque Natural de Monfragüe red deer proved to be very 
numerous and confiding as they fed in roadside vegetation. 
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