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Falkland Islands, known to all of Latin America as the Malvinas, lie 450 kilometers off the 
Argentine coast and are one of the most interesting and unusual South American birding 
destinations. During the Austral summer (October to March) the islands are inhabited by 
hundreds of thousands of seabirds that mass in great flocks This spectacle of penguins, 
albatrosses, cormorants and terns is reason enough to visit the Falklands.. There are colonies 
of Elephant Seals, South American Sea lions and Peale’s Dolphins patrol the harbors. Visits 
are made to large King, Gentoo, Magellanic, Rockhopper colonies as well as Black-browed 
Albatross colonies. The scenery is often reminiscent of the Scottish islands, but there is a mix 
of familiar and unfamiliar. In many ways the islands are essentially British in character but the 
South Atlantic exerts its own influences and the sight of huge Elephant Seals hauled out on 
sandy beaches, or Southern Giant Petrels and Dolphin Gulls gliding along the Stanley 
shoreline and bathing endemic Falkland Steamer Ducks, indicates that the birds and wildlife 
has more affinities with Antarctica!  



Formerly difficult to visit except by expensive cruise ships, the weekly LAN Chile flight makes 
this an easy and economical addition to our Chilean Endemics tour. Still remote, the 
construction of Mount Pleasant airfield and the 2 hour flight from Punta Arenas, combined 
with the provision of comfortable tourist accommodation on a number of islands, has made 
the Falklands accessible. 

Magnificent sandy beaches, the equal of any in the tropics, are invariably deserted except for 
loitering Elephant Seals or Sea lions, Trees are scarce, but ubiquitous thickets of gorse add a 
vivid splash of color to each settlement and offer a safe nesting place for Austral Thrushes. 
Striated Caracara, Blackish Cinclodes, Black-throated Finch and Cobb’s Wren  

DAILY ACTIVITIES 

Day 1: Fly from Punta Arenas to Mount Pleasant airport in East Falkland and on arrival drive to Darwin 
with our host Graham Didlick. Afternoon birding on foot near Darwin. Night Darwin House. 

 
Day 2: Early morning birding at Darwin and Goose Green and FIGAS flight to Saunders Island where we 
were met by our hosts Suzan and David Pole-Evans. With a packed lunch we headed for the Rookery 
and spent the afternoon there returning the Saunders Island Settlement in the afternoon. 
 
Day 3: After a hearty full English breakfast we headed for the Neck where we spent the day with a 
packed lunch. Night Saunders Island Settlement. 
 
Day 4: Morning FIGAS flight to Bleaker Island where we were met by the owners of the island - Mike 
and Phyl Rendell. Blustery day so birding was mainly from the vehicle. Excellent BBQ for dinner in the 
evening and top notch accommodation 
 
Day 5: Short flight from Bleaker to the Rat free Sea Lion Island where we were met by the lodge 
manager and Nature Reserve warden Jenny Luxton. Afternoon birding and night the excellent Sea Lion 
Lodge. 
 
Day 6: Morning birding at Sea Lion Island and early afternoon flight to Stanley and time to relax or 
bird the waterfront in Stanley. Night at the Hotel Malvina is Stanley 
 
Day 7: full Day excursion to Volunteer Point and its amazing King Penguin Colony. Night at the Hotel 
Malvina in Stanley 
 
Day 8: Early morning along the waterfront and then to Mount Pleasant for the flight to Punta Arenas 
and onwards. 

The Birds: 
E – Falklands Endemic – found only on the Falkland Islands 
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED/ENDANGERED/VULNERABLE 
Birdlife International’s status in “Threatened Birds of the World” 



 

ANATIDAE 
Black-necked Swan Cygnus melancorypha: A family party of 7 on Bleaker Island 
 
Coscoroba Swan Coscoroba coscoroba around 8 at Volunteer Point 
 
E Falkland Island Steamer-Duck Tachyeres brachypterus:  Very common with large groups 
loafing on the beaches 
 

 
Falkland Islands Steamer Duck 

 
 

Flying Steamer-Duck Tachyeres patachonicus: Less common than the previous species and 
mostly on inland pools and ponds  
 
Upland Goose Chloeophaga picta Extremely common and regarded by the islanders as 
somewhat of a pest  
 
Kelp Goose Chloeophaga hybrida Common – striking sexual dimorphism.  
 
Ruddy– headed Goose Chloeophaga picta. Common. Populations have declined dramatically 
on the South American mainland but a healthy population occurs on the Falklands Islands. 
 
Crested Duck Lophonetta specularioides: We saw the nominate race.  Formerly placed in the 
genus Anas, but recent authors unanimously resurrect the monotypic genus Lophonetta for this 
unusual duck. 
 
Mallard – Anas platyrhynchos: There is a feral population on the Islands and we saw some at 
Darwin 
 



Speckled Teal Anas flavirostris spinicauda: A distinct subspecies endemic to the Falklands 
 
Chiloé Wigeon (Southern W) Anas sibilatrix: Only 2 seen on Bleaker Island.  
 
Yellow-billed Pintail Anas georgica: 2 on Bleaker Island and 2 on Saunders Island. 
 
Silver Teal – Anas versicolor A delightful group of 40+ on Bleaker Island 
 

SPHENISCIDAE 
King Penguin Aptenodytes patagonicus First of all around 20 or so on Saunders Island and then 
500+ at Volunteer Point – a colony that holds 1000+ at the height of the breeding season.  The 
word Penguin is thought by some to derive from the Welsh words pen (head) and gwyn (white), 

applied to the now extinct Great Auk, which had white spots in front of its eyes (although its 
head was black), This theory is supported by the fact that penguins look remarkably like Great 
Auks in general shape. 
 

 
Volunteer Point near King Penguin Colony – Barry Walker 

 
Gentoo Penguin Pygoscelis papua papua Large colonies on most islands ranging from 500 to 
2500 in size. NEAR THREATENED 
 
Southern Rockhopper Penguin Eudyptes chrysocome chrysocome Charming little fellows – we 
encountered colonies of up to 400 and saw colonies on various islands. This species has been 
classified as Vulnerable owing to rapid population declines, which, although they have been ongoing for 

perhaps a century, appear to have worsened in recent years. VULNERABLE 
 
 



 
 
 

 
Southern Rockhopper Penguin Colony – Barry Walker 

 
Macaroni Penguin Eudyptes chrysolophus Just one seen amongst the Rockhoppers on 
Saunders Island at the Neck. This species qualifies as Vulnerable because the global population 
appears to have declined rapidly over the last three generations (36 years). However, this classification 
relies heavily on extrapolation from small-scale data, and large-scale surveys are needed to confirm the 

categorization. VULNERABLE 

 
Magellanic Penguin Spheniscus magellanicus: Common and its burrows were to be seen on 
most islands. This species has fluctuated in numbers in different parts of its range, but overall 
moderately rapid declines are thought to have been sustained and as a result it is listed as Near 

Threatened NEAR THREATENED 
 

DIOMEDEIDAE 
Black-browed Albatross Thalassarche melanophris:  We visited some small colonies with 
almost ready to fly young as most had already left but we saw 400+ daily. World populations of 
this species have been estimated to be declining 65% per generation (they live for 40-60 years). 
65% of the world’s population nest on the Falklands Islands. The smaller species of albatross, 
also known as Mollymawks, have been separated into the genus Thalassarche, leaving the great 
albatrosses (Royal and Wandering) in the genus Diomedea and the Sooty Albatrosses in the 
genus Phoebetria. ENDANGERED 
 



 
Black-browed Albatross – Barry Walker 

 

PROCELLARIIDAE 
Antarctic (Southern) Giant-Petrel Macronectes giganteus: Common and predatory with small 
colonies with young on Bleaker an Sea Lion Island. 
 

PODICIPEDIDAE 
E White-tufted Grebe Rollandia rolland rolland: Note that the large nominate race, endemic to 
the Falkland Islands, may eventually be considered a separate species. Named after Master 
Gunner Rolland of the French corvette L’ Uranie which circumnavigated the globe from 1817-
1820. 
 
Silvery Grebe Podiceps occipitalis: We saw the sub-species occipitalis The SACC says “Fjeldså & 
Krabbe (1990) and Jaramillo (2003) suggested that the northern Andean subspecies, juninensis, 
might merit recognition as a separate species from Podiceps occipitalis.” They certainly look 
very different. 
 

ARDEIDAE 
Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax falklandicus: Juts the one at Darwin 
 

PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Imperial Shag (Cormorant) Phalacrocorax atriceps albiventer: Common and we visited large 
colonies. Formerly considered to comprise two species: King Shag P. albiventer and Blue-eyed 
Shag P. atriceps but large intermixed colonies occur throughout much of the species range, 
courtship displays have been shown to be identical and cross-breeding with fertile offspring is 
commonplace, and as such these forms have been lumped. A Patagonian endemic. 
 



Rock Shag - Phalacrocorax magellanicus.  Around 200 at various sites. A Patagonian endemic. 
 

CATHARTIDAE 
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura falklandica Fairly common throughout increasing in numbers 
and not well liked by the Islanders. Jaramillo (2003) suggested that the resident tropical subspecies 
ruficollis and the southern subspecies group (jota and "falklandica") might merit recognition as separate 
species from the northern Cathartes aura group. 

 

ACCIPITRIDAE 
Variable Hawk Buteo polyosoma: 3 seen throughout the tour in the center and south of the 
country. This and Puna Hawk B. poecilochrous are lumped as Variable Hawk but there is no hard 
data to support this hypothesis. The SACC says “Farquhar (1988) concluded that Buteo 
poecilochrous and B. polyosoma are conspecific, as they were formerly treated (REF); he was 
unable to find any way to reliably diagnose the two forms using plumage characters or 
measurements. Ridgely & Greenfield (2001) and Jaramillo (2003) followed this treatment and 
suggested "Variable Hawk" be retained for the composite species. Genetic data (Riesing et al. 
2003) are consistent with hypothesis that B. polyosoma and B. poecilochrous are conspecific.  
 

 
Striated Caracara – Barry Walker 

 

FALCONIDAE 
Striated Caracara Phalcoboenus austarlis: Known as Johnny Rook to the Islanders it was 
common on offshore islands and incredibly bold and curious. This species is classified as Near 
Threatened because it has a moderately small population. In 1983-1992, the population on the Falklands 
was estimated at 500-900 breeding pairs, with more recent surveys suggesting 500-650 pairs. A 2006 



survey found that the breeding population had not increased despite the species being protected by law 

since 1999 but was stable at around 500 pairs. NEAR THREATENED 
 
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus. We saw 1 on Saunders Island 
 

CHIONIDAE 
Snowy Sheathbill  Chionus albus A species that nests in Antarctica and comes to the Falklands to 
scavenge at Penguin colonies and as fairly common in small numbers especially near Rockhopper 
colonies. 

 

HAEMATOPODIDAE 
Blackish Oystercatcher Haematopus ater: Small numbers on rocky shorelines.  
 
Magellanic Oystercatcher Haematopus leucopodus. Common  
 

CHARADRIIDAE 
Two-banded Plover Charadrius falklandicus  Very Common. 
 
Rufous-chested Dottrel  Charadrius modestus  Very Common 
 

SCOLOPACIDAE 
South American Snipe – Gallinago paraguaiai Seen on consecutive days on Sealion Island. The 
SACC says “Species limits in New World Gallinago have been fluid and controversial, and not 
based on explicit analyses. Many authors (e.g., Peters 1934, Pinto 1938, Hellmayr & Conover 
1948b) have considered paraguaiae, magellanica, and andina to be conspecific. Additionally, 
Gallinago paraguaiae was considered conspecific with G. [gallinago] delicata by Phelps & 
Phelps (1958a), Meyer de Schauensee (1970), and Blake (1970). Fjeldså and Krabbe (1990) 
placed magellanica with paraguaiae, making this species G. magellanica. Any arrangement of 
species limits in these taxa is based largely on anecdotal data, and this group is badly in need of 
formal study, especially given that differences in displays and vocalizations among paraguaiae, 
magellanica, and andina have been reported (Jaramillo 2003). Proposal badly needed. 
 
White-rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis. The common peep in the Falklands with round 
200 seen 
 

LARIDAE 
Dolphin Gull  Larus scoresbii. Fairly common  
 
Kelp Gull Larus dominicanus: Common at all coastal sites. 
 
South American Tern Sterna hirundinacea: A few at Volunteer point 
 

 



STERCORARIIDAE  
Southern Skua Stercorarius antarcticus Seen daily and some nests with young birds also 
 

 
Blackish Cinclodes 

FURNARIIDAE 
E Blackish Cinclodes Cinclodes antarcticus antarcticus: Almost endemic to the Falklands where 
it is known as the Tussock-bird. We saw a few on the north end of Bleaker Island but then it was 
incredibly common on the rodent free Sealion Island. This the nominate race may deserve 
species rank from the mainland populations 
 

TYRANNIDAE 
Dark-faced Ground-Tyrant Muscisaxicola frontalis maclovianus: Very common. 
 

 
Cobb’s Wren 



TROGLODYTIDAE 
E Cobb’s Wren Troglodytes cobbi: Only on the rodent free Sea Lion Island. Although this species 
is more widespread than previously believed, it is only found on predator-free islands, and its overall 
range is very small. It is classified as Vulnerable because it is highly susceptible to the impact of any 
potential invasion by rats. Further surveys and monitoring, combined with ongoing conservation efforts 
to secure its range, and could result in a down listing to Near Threatened VULNERABLE 

 
Sedge (Grass) Wren – Cistothorus platensis falklandicus.  
 

TURDIDAE 
Austral Thrush Turdus falcklandii falklandii: The nominate subspecies was seen almost daily  
 

MOTACILLIDAE 
Correndera Pipit Anthus correndera grayi: Fairly common and this race endemic to the 
Falklands may deserve species rank. 
 

PASSERIDAE 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus: Only at Darwin and Goose Green where it as common 
 

FRINGILLIDAE 
Black-chinned Siskin Carduelis barbata: Small flocks on Saunders and Bleaker Islands 
 

ICTERIDAE 
Long-tailed Meadowlark Sturnella loyca falklandica: Numerous. 

 
EMBERIZIDAE 
Canary-winged (Black-throated) Finch Melanodera melanodera melanodera What a bird! 
Quite common throughout 

 

MAMMALS 
South American Sealion Otaria flavescens: 1 male only on Sea Lion Island – the big colonies 
had bred and left 
 
Southern Elephant Seal Mirounga leonine Wow 30+ on Sea Lion Island plus some enormous 
alpha males – impressive beast! 
 
Brown Hare Lepus europaeus: One seen – an introduced species from Europe. 
 
Old World Rabbit - Oryctolagus cuniculus 2 of this  introduced species. 
 
Commersons Dolphin Cephalorhynchus commersonii. 2 feeding in the surf at the Neck on 
Saunders Island. First described in 1767 by Philibert Commerso 



 

 
Southern Elephant Seals –Barry Walker 

 
 

 
Sea Lion Island – Barry Walker 


