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This was the first Birdquest trip to Finland and Norway that was extended to include two nights in 
Estonia, the smallest Baltic state and less than two hours by ferry from Helsinki, Finland’s capital. Our 
main target there was Great Snipe, but there are many other interesting bird species to be seen and 
we will definitely include Estonia in future tours. Generally things went to plan on this trip, although 
we had to work hard for certain species (I hope I didn’t push it too hard!), and above average rainfall 
made things a little sticky at times. Hard work paid off, however, and we observed practically all the 
northern specialities including eight species of woodpecker, eight species of owl, Gyr Falcon, good 
numbers of all three eiders, all the important gamebirds, the enigmatic and elusive Pine Grosbeak, an 
adult male Red-flanked Bluetail, Blyth’s Reed Warbler, Siberian Jay, Siberian Tit and many more. For 
me, personally, this tour, my fifth Birdquest to Finland and Norway, was especially memorable 
thanks to the amazing views of a hunting Great Grey Owl and the beautiful Northern Hawk Owl in 
the midnight sun. 
  
The itinerary of the first few days was changed to allow more time in the forests of southern Finland 
and in Estonia. From the airport we drove north to near Hämeenlinna where we stayed overnight in a 
charming farmhouse. After a good dinner, including succulent home-smoked salmon, we headed for 
the nearby forests where our target species, Tengmalm’s Owl, failed to appear. However, we had 
excellent views of a hooting Tawny Owl and several roding Eurasian Woodcocks.  
 
Next morning, our pre-breakfast outing with our local guide produced Pygmy Owl; first a female 
snapping its bill in the nest box, then the male who came to check out the intruders. Later, we 
stopped at a Black Woodpecker’s nest where an almost fully grown nestling was hanging out of the 
hole, begging noisily. After breakfast we visited a roadside forest where we had excellent views of a 
female Ural Owl and her large chick, sat in the nest box. Two Hazel Grouse were seen briefly by a 
few lucky individuals. Our visit to see a crazy male Western Capercaillie was unsuccessful, and by 
then it was time to return to Helsinki for the short ferry crossing to Tallinn, Estonia’s capital. From 
Tallinn, we drove south for two hours to Tarto, and after dinner at the hotel went out for the evening 
to a Great Snipe lekking site. At first we could only hear the strange popping and twittering song of 
this species, but after some scanning we found up to 10 birds in the grass, performing their strange 
jumping display. As the evening drew on, we heard Thrush Nightingale, Common Grasshopper 



Warbler and Marsh Warbler singing. As we left the area it began raining, and the rain, boosted by a 
thunderstorm, continued into the following day, hampering our plans to go birding near the hotel. To 
escape the foul weather we drove about 50 kms south to a park where we found a showy male 
Middle Spotted Woodpecker (a very scarce breeder in Estonia), Eurasian Nuthatch and Marsh Tit; all 
Estonian specialities not found in Finland. A singing Icterine Warbler showed well, and Blackcap, 
Eurasian Bullfinch and Pied Flycatcher were particularly appreciated by our American participants. 
The afternoon was spent raptor watching, and European Honey Buzzard, Common Buzzard, Eurasian 
Hobby, Osprey, Marsh Harrier, Lesser Spotted Eagle (displaying) and three White-tailed Eagles (two 
adults and one immature) were all seen well! Other good birds included a showy Long-eared Owl 
hunting in the middle of the day, Black Redstart, Marsh Warbler and several Common Rosefinches. 
Later in the day and the following morning, we visited two marsh and scrub areas near the hotel. 
These produced Grey Herons, Gadwalls, Garganeys, a superb Red-necked Grebe, excellent views of 
a first-summer Northern Goshawk, more than 100 Black Terns, many Little Gulls, Great Reed 
Warblers, Citrine Wagtails (two males and a female at this recently established breeding site), Golden 
Oriole, beautiful Penduline Tits and their peculiar-shaped nests, Marsh Warbler, and excellent views 
of both River and Common Grasshopper Warblers singing in the open. A Corncrake, calling next to 
the hotel car park was lured out and showed well, as we sat in our vehicles. A second raptor watch 
didn’t produce anything new, and then it was time to return to Tallinn and catch the ferry back to 
Helsinki. 
  
Next morning we birded around the city of Lahti, about 100 km north of Helsinki, where our first 
stops produced an obliging nest-building pair of Blyth’s Reed Warblers and a Savi’s Warbler (a very 
scarce bird in Finland), which we only heard. Later, we moved to a patch of old mixed forest where 
(once we located the right tree) we had excellent, prolonged views of a wide-eyed Siberian Flying 
Squirrel looking at us from its nest hole. This cute and scarce inhabitant of old-growth forests is a 
Finnish mammalian speciality, here at the western extreme of its breeding range. It is a nocturnal 
species and usually difficult to observe, but we have been lucky enough to see it on most Birdquest 
tours. A male Goldcrest singing high in a tall spruce was called in as well.  
 
Our next target was a White-backed Woodpecker nest hole where two almost fully grown juveniles 
peered at us, but it was almost two hours (during which time we enjoyed an extended picnic lunch) 
before the male appeared. At the same spot a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was seen well and later, 
we visited a large clearing where an enormous nest of sticks in a large aspen tree held a fierce 
looking female Great Grey Owl and her five chicks. The male soon appeared and began hunting 
around the clearing close to us. It was an amazing sight; no wonder it was voted bird of the trip! 
Afterwards, we continued to Hauho and had good views of both Three-toed and Grey-headed 
Woodpeckers, but our second attempt to find a crazy male Capercaillie failed, and it was rather late 
when we reached our hotel in Helsinki! Next morning was cold and rainy and consequently our 
birding near Helsinki didn’t produce any big surprises, but we managed to find Eurasian 
Treecreepers, Red-backed Shrikes, plenty of Common Crossbills, Eurasian Siskins and Wood Warbler 
amongst others. 
 
In the evening we flew a thousand kilometres north to Ivalo, where the arctic summer was just 
beginning; the air was cool and the birches still in bud. Our first morning produced excellent views 
of Bohemian Waxwings, two pairs of Willow Grouse on the roadside and a pair of Siberian Tits. A 
wet bog held some Eurasian Curlews, displaying Eurasian Whimbrels and Wood Sandpipers, Spotted 
Redshank, Greenshank, lekking Ruffs, Common Snipe and, after some effort, displaying Jack Snipe 
and Broad-billed Sandpipers. Later, as we drove north, we had excellent views of two tame Siberian 
Jays, more Bohemian Waxwings, Black-throated Divers, Long-tailed Skua, Common and Velvet 
Scoters, Long-tailed Duck, Smew, Rough-legged Buzzard, a distant Golden Eagle, Common Crane,  
Red-necked Phalarope, several Bluethroats and Common Redstarts.  
 



Most of the evening was spent waiting for Pine Grosbeaks to visit the feeders outside the dining room 
of our accommodation, but we had to make do with colourful summer-plumaged Bramblings, 
Eurasian Bullfinches, European Greenfinches and Common (Mealy) and Arctic Redpolls. Next 
morning was again spent at the feeders, without any grosbeaks, but we did see a Slavonian Grebe on 
the lake – a real surprise this far north. A fell walk produced a pair of Dotterels, our first Lapland 
Buntings and more Bluethroats. After this we hurried north to Norway and the Arctic Ocean 
coastline. We continued to our hotel on Vardö, stopping en route for birds. Our first day on this 
beautiful, rugged coast produced five Tundra Bean Geese, the only Greylag Geese of the trip, good 
numbers of King Eiders (including one adult male) and Steller’s Eiders, five White-tailed Eagles, good 
numbers of waders including summer plumaged Sanderlings, Bar-tailed Godwits, Purple Sandpipers, 
Temminck’s Stints and more than 100 Red-necked Phalaropes, and a pair of Shore Larks. The 
following day we visited the famous bird island of Hornoy where we had excellent views of the 
breeding seabirds including Brünnich’s, Common and Black Guillemots, Razorbill, Atlantic Puffin, 
Eurasian Shag and Black-legged Kittiwake. We also saw a singing Rock Pipit and a fly-by Gyr Falcon 
looking for easy prey amongst the hordes of seabirds. On the mainland we saw a Greater White-
fronted Goose – a rare bird here at this time of the year, three Short-eared Owls, beautiful, confiding 
Red-throated Pipits, handsome Lapland Buntings and an adult male Steller’s Eider amongst a flock of 
first-summer birds.   
  
On our full day excursion to the remote village of Hamningberg “at the end of the world” we 
struggled to find a White-billed Diver, but eventually succeeded in locating a distant adult summer 
bird amongst the commoner Black-throated and Red-throated Divers. Other birds included a total of 
200 King Eiders, 400 Goosanders, our first Glaucous Gull (a species, which seemed to be scarce this 
year), a pair of Rock Ptarmigans at the roadside (saving us from another fell walk), more Rock and 
Red-throated Pipits, several singing Bluethroats – their blue and red throats gleaming in the sunshine, 
a beautiful, tame, pink-breasted male Arctic Redpoll, three Twites and excellent views of 20 Snow 
Buntings.  
 
After three nights in Norway we returned to Finland via a traditional Gyr Falcon breeding site and 
had good views of the male sitting on a vantage point. A pair of Ring Ouzels, a difficult bird to find at 
this time of the year, also appeared. By evening we were back at our “grosbeak guesthouse”, but had 
to wait until the next morning before a pair finally showed up, offering us superb views down to two 
metres. Heavy rain on our drive south to Luosto continued most of the day, making birding difficult. 
The only species of note was a singing Little Bunting, not seen by everyone. Next day the sun was 
shining, and our early morning gamebird drive produced several displaying Black Grouse and a 
single Willow Ptarmigan. Later, we searched several locations for Rustic Bunting before a singing 
male was finally located, and walked through an old-growth forest where we found Siberian Jays and 
heard Common Swifts, which still breed here in their natural forest habitat. Before checking out of 
our nice log cabins, we taped in a Black Woodpecker, which gave us such prolonged views that a 
group of Dutch tourists even had time to get a good scope view of it. Afterwards we continued south 
towards Kuusamo, stopping en route for excellent views of a Terek Sandpiper. 
 
Our first morning in the Kuusamo area saw us at Valtavaara where, after a short uphill walk, we had 
excellent views of a singing adult male Red-flanked Bluetail. Afterwards we visited a Tengmalm’s 
Owl’s nest box where the female peered out at us, and later went to another nest hole from which 
two large grown pulli eyed us suspiciously. We spent some time watching a pair of Little Buntings, 
another singing Rustic Bunting, a singing Greenish Warbler, a family party of seven Black-bellied 
Dippers and six Parrot Crossbills amongst tens of Common Crossbills. Northern Hawk Owl, one of 
the most sought after birds on these tours, was very scarce this year and, at the time of our visit, there 
were no known breeding sites in northern Finland! We checked several places where birds had been 
seen previously, but the bird was nowhere to be found. However, a late evening phone call directed 
us to a site where we had good views of a single bird in the light of the midnight sun. Our night drive 



(until three o’clock in the morning) for male Capercaillie was unsuccessful, but later in the day we 
managed to see two female Capercaillies (one of them at a nest) and also several Hazel Grouse, a 
species that had earlier eluded most. Other interesting birds around Kuusamo included 1,600 Little 
Gulls behind our hotel, several Smew, Red-necked Grebes, Red-throated Diver, a flock of 36 Taiga 
Bean Geese, Velvet Scoters and an adult White-tailed Eagle (a species that has recently started to 
breed in the area).  
 
Our tour ended in Oulu, where a short afternoon visit to nearby Liminka Bay produced several 
Ortolan Buntings, lots of ducks, an Osprey, Common Cranes and a flock of 25 Spotted Redshanks. 
This year all three of our traditional Eagle Owl sites where breeding pairs can be watched from a safe 
distance without disturbing them were empty, hence we tried to see a bird that regularly appears at 
night on a highway lamp post near Oulu. Our four-hour wait proved unsuccessful, but as we all had 
learned at this stage of the tour: life is not a picnic! 



SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by symbol (NL). 
Species which were heard but not seen are indicated by the symbol (H). 
 
GAVIIDAE 
Red-throated Diver (Red-throated Loon)  Gavia stellata: Relatively common in the  north. 
Black-throated Diver (Black-throated Loon)  Gavia arctica: One seen by Mick Carr at Hauho and 

small numbers in the north. 
Yellow-billed Diver (Yellow-billed Loon, White-billed Diver)  Gavia adamsii: Despite very hard work 

in the best areas of Varangerfjord, we only found one distant adult summer bird. 
Exceptionally hard to find this year; several other birdwatching groups left the area 
without seeing this species.   

 
PODICIPEDIDAE 
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus: Good numbers in the south. 
Red-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena: A few birds seen on a lake near Hauho, in the Tartu area and 

at Lake Kuusamo. 
Horned Grebe (Slavonian Grebe)  Podiceps auritus: Single bird in Utsjoki. An exceptional record this 

far north.   
 
PROCELLARIIDAE 
Northern Fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis: Two at Varangerfjord, Norway. 
 
SULIDAE 
Northern Gannet  Morus bassanus: c 20 birds at Varangerfjord, Norway.   
 
PHALACROCORACIDAE 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo: A maximum of 50 seen in a day. 
European Shag  Phalacrocorax aristotelis: Small numbers around Varangerfjord and more than 100 at 

the breeding colony on Hornoy island. 
 
ARDEIDAE 
Great Bittern  Botaurus stellaris: Single bird heard and then seen briefly by Mick Carr in Tartu area 

and two individuals heard around Hollola-Nastola area on 31st May. 
 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea: Relatively common in Estonia and single individuals at Hollola and 

Porkkala in southern Finland. 
 
CICONIIDAE 
White Stork  Ciconia ciconia: Common in Estonia.   
 
ANATIDAE 
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor: A handful in southern Finland. More common in Estonia, where maximum 

count was 80 at Tallinn harbour.  
Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus: Small numbers almost daily in Finland. Only two individuals in 

Norway and a single bird in Estonia.  
Taiga Bean Goose Anser fabalis: A flock of 36 in the middle of the night in Kuusamo.   
Tundra Bean Goose Anser rossicus: A total of eight birds in Norway. 
Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons: Single individual with a Tundra Bean Goose at 

Varanger on 4th June. 
Greylag Goose Anser anser: Two birds at Varanger on 3rd June. 



Canada Goose  Branta canadensis: Two at Hauho on 26 May and two at Porkkala on 1 June.  
Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus: Two individuals at a regular site near Kemijärvi.  
Common Shelduck  Tadorna tadorna: Twelve birds Varangerfjord, 3rd June. 
Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope: Fairly common and widespread. 
Gadwall  Anas strepera: Eight around Tartu.  
Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca: Fairly common and widespread. 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos: Common. 
Northern Pintail  Anas acuta Seen in northern Finland and Norway, with a maximum of 15 at 

Liminka Bay near Oulu.   
Garganey  Anas querquedula: Eleven around Tartu and one at Liminka Bay near Oulu.  
Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata: Several around Tartu and two at Liminka Bay near Oulu. 
Common Pochard  Aythya ferina (NL): Only two seen at Ivalo. 
Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula: Widespread in small numbers. 
Common Eider  Somateria mollissima: Small numbers from the Tallinn-Helsinki ferry and at Porkkala. 

Abundant at Varangerfjord.  
King Eider  Somateria spectabilis: Relatively common at Varangerfjord, where maximum count was 

200 on 5th June. Most were first-summer birds, but three adult males in full summer 
plumage were seen. 

Steller’s Eider  Polysticta stelleri: Several small flocks encountered at Varangerfjord, most in dull 
second calendar year plumage, but one immaculate adult male at Svartnes offered 
excellent close up views. 

Long-tailed Duck (Oldsquaw)  Clangula hyemalis: Common in Varangerfjord. 
Common Scoter (Black Scoter)  Melanitta nigra: Two birds on a roadside lake near Utsjoki and a few 

small flocks at Varangerfjord. 
Velvet Scoter (White-winged Scoter)  Melanitta fusca: Two small flocks at Utsjoki, five at 

Varangerfjord and a flock of 25 birds near Kuusamo. 
Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula: Common in small numbers. 
Smew  Mergellus albellus: Two birds at Ivalo on 2nd June, one there on 7th June and a total of 18 in 

Kuusamo area.   
Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator: This attractive duck was pretty widespread 
Goosander (Common Merganser)  Mergus merganser: Large flocks at Varangerfjord. 
 
ACCIPITRIDAE 
European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus: Several birds, including displaying individuals, in Tartu 

area. In Finland this species was encountered at Hauho, Hollola and Kuusamo. 
White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla: Two fishing adults and a subadult bird near Tartu, one adult 

in Kuusamo. In Norway 1-6 individuals seen daily. 
Western Marsh Harrier (Eurasian Marsh Harrier)  Circus aeruginosus: 1-5 seen daily in Tartu area and 

four birds at Liminka Bay. 
Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis: One second calendar year bird seen well at Aardla Palu near 

Tartu.  
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus: Single individuals at Tartu and Hollola and two birds at 

Kuusamo.   
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo: Relatively common around Tartu in Estonia, the only Finnish bird 

was observed at Kuusamo.  
Rough-legged Buzzard  Buteo lagopus: In Finland single individuals at Ivalo and Kuusamo. In 

Norway 1-4 birds daily.  
Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos: A distant non-adult bird near Utsjoki and a distant bird at 

Varangerfjord.  
Lesser-spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina:  1-2 birds displaying and heard calling near Tarto, Estonia. 
 
 



PANDIONIDAE 
Osprey  Pandion haliaetus: One near Tartu, Estonia, two near Utsjoki, one at nest near Sodankylä and 

one at Liminka bay near Oulu.  
 
FALCONIDAE 
Gyr Falcon  Falco rusticolus: One on Hornoy Island, near Vardö, where a hunting individual looking 

for a ‘puffin burger’ caused panic amongst the thousands of seabirds. The traditional nest 
site produced good views of a male.  

 
TETRAONIDAE 
Hazel Grouse  Bonasa bonasia: Two birds briefly at Hauho, and 4 individuals at Kuusamo on 10th 

June. 
Willow Grouse (Willow Ptarmigan)  Lagopus lagopus: A total of nine birds; Ivalo area, Norway and 

Luosto. 
Rock Ptarmigan  Lagopus mutus: A pair at Varangerfjord.  
Black Grouse  Tetrao tetrix: Good views of several lekking males at Luosto and Kuusamo.   
Western Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus: We worked hard to find a lekking male, but had to make do 

with two females in Kuusamo, one of them sitting on eggs.  
 
PHASIANIDAE 
Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus: A handful at Hauho and one at Oulu.  
 
RALLIDAE 
Corncrake  Crex crex: One seen well near our hotel in Tarto. Heard elsewhere in Estonia.  
Eurasian Coot (Common Coot)  Fulica atra: Fairly common in the south. 
 
GRUIDAE 
Common Crane  Grus grus: A handful of birds in various places, including a flock of 30 non-breeders 

at Liminka bay near Oulu.  
 
HAEMATOPODIDAE 
Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus: Small numbers regularly seen. 
 
CHARADRIIDAE 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius: One near Tarto, Estonia.  
Ringed Plover (Great Ringed Plover)  Charadrius hiaticula: A maximum of 50 logged in a day. 
Eurasian Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus: A pair, masterly spotted by Lizzie, on the fell near Utsjoki 

gave excellent views. 
European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria: Common in the north.  
Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus: Seen in the south, and again in Kuusamo and Oulu areas.  
 
SCOLOPACIDAE 
Sanderling  Calidris alba: This year common and easy to find at Varangerfjord, where up to 20 seen 

daily.  
Little Stint Calidris minuta: One at Ness by near Vardö and one at Kemijärvi. 
Temminck’s Stint  Calidris temminckii: A few in the north, some giving their shivering display flight. 
Purple Sandpiper  Calidris maritima: Good numbers along the shoreline at Varangerfjord, prior to 

their departure to the fells for breeding. 
Dunlin  Calidris alpina  Seen only at Varanger, where relatively common.  
Broad-billed Sandpiper  Limicola falcinellus: Two birds in display flight at a bog near Ivalo on 2nd 

June.  
Ruff  Philomachus pugnax: Good views of lekking birds showing the full range of colour patterns. 



Jack Snipe  Lymnocryptes minimus: Three seen and heard in display flight at the bog near Ivalo on 
2nd June.  

Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago: Widespread 
Great Snipe  Gallinago media:  Around ten displaying males at a traditional site near Tarto. 
Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola: Several roding birds in the south and again in the Kuusamo 

and Oulu areas.  
Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa: One bird heard at the Great Snipe lek near Tarto and six birds at 

Liminka Bay near Oulu. 
Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica: Common at Varangerfjord. 
Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus: Small numbers on several days. 
Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata: Just small numbers seen. 
Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus: A scatter of single birds except at Liminka, where a flock of 25. 
Common Redshank  Tringa totanus: Up to 10 in a day. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia: Small numbers at scattered locations. 
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus: One at Ivalo, in Kuusamo and in Oulu.  
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  Commonest wader in the north. 
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus:  One at the regular site near Sodankylä. 
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos: Often seen and heard. 
Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres: Common at Varangerfjord and one near Kemijärvi. 
Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus: Relatively common and widespread in northern Finland 

and Norway. Ca. 100 birds were estimated along the Varangerfjord on 3rd June.  
 
STERCORARIIDAE 
Arctic Skua (Parasitic Jaeger)  Stercorarius parasiticus: Common around Varangerfjord and adjacent 

fells. 
Long-tailed Skua (Long-tailed Jaeger)  Stercorarius longicaudus: Relatively scarce this year. 1-5 birds 

daily between Utsjoki and Varangerfjord.  
 
LARIDAE 
Little Gull  Larus minutus: Common in Tarto, Oulu and especially Kuusamo areas, where a maximum 

of 1,600 birds near our hotel at Lake Kuusamo. Also 7 near Ivalo and 13 at Varangerfjord. 
Black-headed Gull (Common Black-headed Gull)  Larus ridibundus: Very common. 
Mew Gull (Common Gull)  Larus canus: Abundant. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus: A scatter near Helsinki and a handful at Kuusamo and Oulu. 

All were of the black-backed race fuscus. One subadult showing the characters of one of 
the pale backed (sub)species heuglini/intermedius at Varangerfjord. 

Herring Gull  Larus argentatus:Common and widespread. 
Glaucous Gull  Larus hyperboreus: This year scarce; only one adult and one first-summer bird at 

Varangerfjord. . 
Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus: Another reasonably common gull. 
Black-legged Kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla: Thousands at the spectacular breeding colony at Hornoy 

Island. 
 
STERNIDAE 
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo: Reasonable numbers throughout.  
Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea: Great to see this attractive species on its breeding grounds. 
Little Tern  Sterna albifrons: Ten at Tallinn harbour and two near Oulu. 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger:  Common near Tarto, with a maximum of 100 on 29th May. 
 
ALCIDAE 
Common Guillemot (Common Murre)  Uria aalge: Abundant around Hornoy island, where there are 

said to be 1,000-1,500 pairs. 



Brünnich’s Guillemot (Brünnich’s Murre, Thick-billed Murre)  Uria lomvia: Superb views at Hornoy 
island, both on the water and on their breeding ledges. The breeding population on this 
island is estimated at 300-400 pairs. 

Razorbill  Alca torda: Great views of many of the 500 pairs breeding on Hornoy island. 
Black Guillemot  Cepphus grylle: Common in Varangerfjord. 
Atlantic Puffin  Fratercula arctica: Great views of the large colony (5,000-10,000 pairs) at Hornoy 

island, and a few "at sea" in the Varangerfjord area. 
 
COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Dove (Rock Pigeon)  Columba livia: All feral. 
Stock Dove  Columba oenas:  Several birds near Oulu. 
Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus: Common in the south. 
 
CUCULIDAE 
Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus: More often heard than seen. 
 
STRIGIDAE 
Northern Hawk Owl  Surnia ulula: Very scarce this year. No nests were known in Finland at the time 

of our visit but chasing up old sightings and co-operation with another bird tour group 
(thanks Tony!) finally produced one in Kuusamo.  

Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum: Excellent views of a female inside the nest box and 
male outside it at Hauho. 

Tawny Owl  Strix aluco:  One hooting male at Hauho.  
Ural Owl  Strix uralensis: Great views of a female near Hauho and a large nestling staring at us from 

the nest box. 
Great Grey Owl  Strix nebulosa: Amazing close-up views of a tame hunting male and female with 

five chicks at a nest near Lahti.  
Long-eared Owl  Asio otus:  One, hunting in the middle of the day, near Tarto, Estonia.  
Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus: Seen on several occasions in the north. 
Tengmalm’s Owl  Aegolius funereus: In Kuusamo a female staring at us from the nest box and later 

two large nestlings peering at us from an old Black Woodpecker hole in an aspen.  
 
APODIDAE 
Common Swift  Apus apus: Common in the south. 
 
PICIDAE 
Eurasian Wryneck  Jynx torquilla (H): One heard briefly near Tarto. 
Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus: One female seen well at Hauho on our second attempt.  
Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius: Great views of a nearly full grown chick begging for food 

near Hauho and prolonged scope views of an adult at Luosto.    
Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major: The commonest of the woodpeckers. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor:  One female seen well at Nastola. 
White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos:  Two large nestlings (which left the nest two days 

later) and finally a male (after a two-hour wait) near Lahti. This is a very scarce bird in 
Finland, with fewer than 40 breeding pairs. 

Middle Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos medius:  One male seen well at a lakeside park near 
Tarto.  

Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus: Nice views of a female on territory near Hauho. 
 
ALAUDIDAE 
Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis: the true sound of spring! 



Horned Lark (Shore Lark)  Eremophila alpestris: Surprisingly difficult to find this year. Only two birds 
(a pair) seen well by the roadside along the shores of Varangerfjord. 

 
HIRUNDINIDAE 
Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)  Riparia riparia maximum of 30 seen in a day. 
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica: Present more or less throughout. 
Common House Martin (Northern House Martin)  Delichon urbica: Present only really in the south. 
 
MOTACILLIDAE 
Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis: A great song! 
Meadow Pipit  Anthus pratensis: Small numbers in open country throughout. 
Red-throated Pipit  Anthus cervinus: Good views of several around Varangerfjord. 
Rock Pipit  Anthus petrosus: Two on Hornoy island and five at Hamningberg, Norway. 
Grey-headed Wagtail  Motacilla [flava] thunbergi:  Encountered at several occasions, but not 

particularly common.  
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla [flava]  flava:  One male showing the characters of this form near Tarto on 

29th May. 
Citrine Wagtail  Motacilla citreola:  Two males and a female near Tarto, where this species is 

nowadays a scarce but regular breeder. 
White Wagtail (Pied Wagtail)  Motacilla alba: Very common throughout. 
 
BOMBYCILLIDAE 
Bohemian Waxwing (Waxwing)  Bombycilla garrulus: A few in the north and around Kuusamo. 
 
CINCLIDAE 
White-throated Dipper (Black-bellied Dipper) Cinclus cinclus: A pair with five fledged juveniles at 

Kuusamo. 
 
TROGLODYTIDAE 
Winter Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes (H): One bird heard in the south of Finland. 
 
PRUNELLIDAE 
Dunnock (Hedge Accentor)  Prunella modularis  Two birds in southern Finland. 
 
TURDIDAE 
European Robin  Erithacus rubecula: Seen and heard in the south and Kuusamo. 
Thrush Nightingale  Luscinia luscinia: Several birds heard in Estonia and one in southern Finland, but 

only seen by Mick Carr. 
Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica: Great views of several birds in the north. 
Red-flanked Bluetail (Orange-flanked Bush Robin)  Tarsiger cyanurus:  A singing adult male at 

Valtavaara near Kuusamo gave excellent  views.  
Black Redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros:  Three, including an adult male, in Estonia. This is Estonian 

speciality; a very rare breeder in Finland.  
Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus: One of the commoner birds of the northern forests. 
Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra: Relatively common in Estonia and again in Kuusamo and Oulu.  
Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe: Pretty common. 
Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus:  A pair at the Gyrfalcon’s breeding site. 
Common Blackbird  Turdus merula:Seen and heard in woodland in the south. 
Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris: A common bird throughout the tour. 
Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos: A few heard and small numbers seen. 



Redwing  Turdus iliacus: The song of this bird accompanied us all the way through the tour. Several 
different song dialects can be heard on a tour through Finland and northern Norway, 
which is often a cause of confusion to visiting birdwatchers. 

Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  A few individuals in the south, and again at Ivalo and in the 
Kuusamo area. 

 
SYLVIIDAE 
Common Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia : Two birds seen and one heard in the Tartu area. 
River Warbler  Locustella fluviatilis: One bird seen very well near Tarto, and another individual heard 

briefly.  
Savi’s Warbler  Locustella luscinioides (H):  One heard at Hattula on 31st May. Rare, but regular 

(fewer than ten singing males per year) visitor to Finland.   
Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus: Small numbers seen at several sites. 
Blyth’s Reed Warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum: Two, a nest-building pair, seen extremely well at 

Nastola on 31st May. 
Marsh Warbler  Acrocephalus palustris: Several birds heard and seen near Tarto.  
European Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus (H): One bird singing at Nastola.  
Great Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus arundinaceus:  Two birds seen and one heard near Tarto. 
Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina: Good views of a singing bird near Tarto.  
Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca: A handful of birds in southern Finland.  
Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis: Small numbers in the south. 
Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin: More often heard than seen. 
Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla: A few birds heard and seen in Estonia and southern Finland.  
Greenish Warbler  Phylloscopus trochiloides: One singing male seen very well at Valtavaara near 

Kuusamo. 
Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix:  A few birds in the south. 
Chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita (H): Three heard near Tarto and one in Nastola.  
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus: Common, actually the commonest bird in Finland, 

throughout the tour.  
Goldcrest  Regulus regulus:  A few birds seen and heard in southern Finland and Kuusamo.  
 
MUSCICAPIDAE 
Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata: Still reasonably numerous here. 
European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca: Fairly common throughout the tour. 
 
PARIDAE 
Willow Tit  Parus montanus: A handful seen. 
Marsh Tit  Parus palustris:  Two birds seen in a park near Tarto. An Estonian speciality, not breeding 

in Finland. 
Siberian Tit  Parus cinctus: Superb views of this confiding species in the Ivalo area, also at the feeder 

outside our guesthouse’s dining room at Utsjoki and at Luosto.  
Blue Tit  Parus caeruleus: Common in the south. 
Great Tit  Parus major: Good numbers in the south. 
 
SITTIDAE 
Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea: Three seen and one heard near Tarto. An Estonian speciality, not 

breeding in Finland. 
 
CERTHIIDAE 
Eurasian Treecreeper (Common Treecreeper)  Certhia familiaris: Three seen well at Porkkala on 1st 

June. One bird heard at Hauho and at Kuusamo. 
 



REMIZIDAE 
Eurasian Penduline Tit  Remiz pendulinus:  Seven birds and several hanging nests near Tarto. An 

Estonian speciality; a very rare breeder in Finland.   
 
ORIOLIDAE 
Eurasian Golden Oriole  Oriolus oriolus:  One non-adult male seen and another male heard in the 

Tarto area, Estonia. 
 
LANIIDAE 
Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio: A total of nine birds seen in Estonia and southern Finland. 
 
CORVIDAE 
Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius:  A handful seen briefly in the south and Kuusamo. 
Siberian Jay  Perisoreus infaustus: Two birds put on a great show at Kaamanen on the way to Utsjoki. 

Later two individuals seen at Kuusamo. 
Common Magpie (Black-billed Magpie)  Pica pica: Common. 
Western Jackdaw (Eurasian Jackdaw)  Corvus monedula: Common in the south and around Oulu. 
Rook  Corvus frugilegus: Common around Tarto in Estonia and near Oulu. 
Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix: Very common 
Common Raven  Corvus corax: Good numbers at several sites. 
 
STURNIDAE 
Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris: Common in the south, one bird at Varangerfjord. 
 
PASSERIDAE 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus: Just about everywhere! 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus: Several in Estonia. 
 
FRINGILLIDAE 
Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs: Common in the south (actually the second commonest bird in 

Finland). 
Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla: Common in the northern forests. 
European Greenfinch  Carduelis chloris: Common. 
European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis: Several birds in Estonia and southern Finland.  
Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus: Common. 
Common Linnet  Carduelis cannabina: A handful of birds in Estonia and southern Finland.  
Twite Carduelis flavirostris Four birds at Varangerfjord.  
Common (Mealy) Redpoll  Carduelis flammea: The nominate subspecies was fairly common 

throughout the northern forests.  
Arctic Redpoll (Hoary Redpoll)  Carduelis hornemanni: Excellent views of five birds at a feeder at 

Utsjoki, later three birds (including two beautiful males) in Norway.  
Common Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra: Very common this year! Birds in Estonia and majority of birds in 

southern Finland belong to ‘form’ which gives ‘kip’ flight call. Whereas northern birds 
give a softer ‘plit’ flight call.  

Parrot Crossbill  Loxia pytyopsittacus: Six birds (including a family party) near Valtavaara in  
Kuusamo. 

Common Rosefinch (Scarlet Rosefinch) Carpodacus erythrinus: Several birds heard and seen in the 
south and a few in Kuusamo and Oulu areas.  

Pine Grosbeak  Pinicola enucleator: Phantom of the Finnish forests and toughest of the Scandinavian 
specialities to find. For a couple of years this species has been a regular visitor to two 
feeders in the north of Finland making it relatively easy to find, but this year things started 



to get sticky again.  Only our second morning at the feeder at Utsjoki produced great 
close up views of a male and female.  

Eurasian Bullfinch (Common Bullfinch)  Pyrrhula pyrrhula: This attractive bird is always great to see. 
 
EMBERIZIDAE 
Lapland Bunting (Lapland Longspur)  Calcarius lapponicus: A pair at the fells near Nuorgam and up 

to eight per day at Varangerfjord.  
Snow Bunting  Plectrophenax nivalis: Relatively common at Varangerfjord. 
Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella: Common in the south. 
Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana: Three singing males at Liminka Bay, near Oulu. 
Rustic Bunting  Emberiza rustica: Hard work paid off when the third site we checked at Luosto 

produced decent views of a single male. Later, one male seen and heard at Valtavaara 
near  Kuusamo.  

Little Bunting  Emberiza pusilla: One bird was heard (and seen by some) near Ivalo on 7th June. Later, 
good views of a territorial pair in Kuusamo.  

Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus: Several seen. 
 
 
MAMMALS 
Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes: Two in Estonia.  
Grey Seal  Halichoerus grypus: Only one was identified at Varanger! Several groups of unidentified 

seals were seen there.  
Stoat (Ermine)  Mustela erminea  One at Varangerfjord. 
Harbour Porpoise (Common Porpoise)  Phocoena phocoena (L):  One at Varangerfjord. 
Western Roe Deer  Capreolus capreolus: Five in Estonia. 
Elk (Moose)  Alces alces: Common and easy to see this year. Total of 15 individuals in Finland and 

Norway.  
Reindeer (domesticated)  Rangifer tarandus: Commonly encountered in the north. 
Eurasian Red Squirrel (Red Squirrel)  Sciurus vulgaris: Small numbers on several days. 
Siberian Flying Squirrel  Pteromys volens: An adult staring at us from a nest hole at Hollola. 
Muskrat  Ondatra zibethicus: Three near Ivalo.  
Brown Hare  Lepus europaeus: Common in the south. 
Arctic Hare (Mountain Hare)  Lepus timidus: One at Hauho, common in the north.  
 


