Birding Fuerteventura

18th - 21st January 2014
Trip repart-by. Dave Andrews

|
Team:Dave AndrewsPhil Saunders, Will Soar & Maurice Offor

Not all of us were prepared for theold and wetweather that greeted us aswe arrived in
Fuerteventuraat midday on the first day of our twand-a-half day short breakDespite lacking in
adequate clothing and the cold and weeather continuingor the next day and a half, the birds put
on a real show and we had great views of all our maigets.

Day1 - Saturday 18th JanuaryFlight: Departed London Gatwick 07:20, arrived Fuerteventura 11:40

Gettinginto our hire car at the airporthe first birds of the trip, 5 Berthelot's Pipis were foraging at
our feet. This Canary Island endemi®ved to be the commonest bird of the trip and could be
found at almost every site we visited. A short distance south from #import was ar
accommodation, a ndrills though adequateselfcatering cottage in Costa dentigua.Dropping off
our small amant of luggageat the cottagewe addedEurasian Linnebf the eastern Canaries race
harterti, Spanish SparrowCollared Doveand Feral Pigeorin the accommodatiorcompound, while
Atlantis Yellow-legged Gulpassed overhead.

Just a couple of kilometers finer south was our first site Barranco de la Torre. '‘Barrandse’ the
Spanish for rame and it is these ravines thare the habitat for the only Fuertevemtan endemic

the Fuerteventura Chatit was here we had our first of the trip. We found two pairs in the barranco,
one pair in theearth-rmound surrounded cultivation compounds and a second pair alongside the
track leading up the northern side of the barranco. Also in the barranco were atle@&pectacled
Warblers 2+Sardinian Warblers1 Common Kestrel1 Hoopoe (carrying food to cliff hole nest®
Common Buzzard? Northern Raven 2 Trumpeter Finchesl Southern Grey Shrikel Chiffchaff 4
Greenfincles 6 Linnets, 200+Spanish SparrowBerthelot's Pipits Collared Doves FeralPigeons.

One of the team had Ereamcoloured Coursesfly over and 1Sandwich Termas offshore.




Two species of mammal were seen in the barraaaopean Rabbiaind Barbary Ground Squirrel
both introduced speges, the latterin 1965 when wo squirrels brought in as petsere released,
bred and colonised the island. Insects seen at the site incliglee Emperoy Scarlet Dartey
Clouded Yellovand Desert Locust

From here we travelled northwesibwards Los Molinoseservoirwith a lunch stop on the way in
Antigua where we enjoyed a selection of Tapas in a local café, from here we saw o@renly
Heronof the trip flying overOn the way to Los Molinds a goat farmwhere we foundseveralnew
species for the tripA flock of 60Lesser Shortoed Larkfed restlesst between the goat pen and
road while in the enclosure we found pairs ofBlackbellied Sandgrousshowing very well as they
fed around thegoats before taking fligh2 Ruddy Shelduckl5 Trumpeter Finchesmany Spanish
sparrows, Berthelot's Pipitsand aSouthern Grey Shrikalso fed in the pens while Buerteventura
Chatwas on the back fence and a coupleRaivendlew overhead.

Los Molinos reservois the largestand often only largdéresh wateraccumulatioron the islandand
therefore holds a number of reident and winter visitorsTime was shortas we wanted to get to our
next site for late afternoonso we had a quick spaof the reservoir from the danOn the water
were manyEurasian Coots4 Ruddy Shelduclkand a singleTeal Wadersfeeding on the muddy
edges included 4€ommon Sandpipetsl Spotted Redshank3 Greenshank 20Blackwinged Stilts
1 Shipe and 5 Little Ringed plover On the stream below # damwere 2 furtherLittle Ringed
Ploversand aGreenSandpiper A pair ofFueteventura Chatsand severaBerthelot's Pipitsfed on
and around the dam



Continuing on towards Tindayaur next planned
stop, we were rudely interrupted when our first
Houbara Bustaref the trip flewacross the road in X
front of us! We turned the car round and found not

one but three Houbaras not far from the road. We
watched them for the next 35 minutdgeeding and
squabbling before running off back up the road, w
followed them to find a fourth bird had now joined

them. After 10 more minutes of even closer viewing
they flew off to a spot distant from the road so we continued towards Tind@izle watchng the
bustards we had a further Blackbellied Sandgrousdly by, 2Southern Grey Shrikesere singing
by a small dwelling and 4Drumpeter fincheswere feeding nearby. A deallgerian Hdgehog was
in the road.

It was now fairly late in the afteoon and we did not
have much lighthoweverwhen we stopped to scan
the plains near Tindaya wienmediately founda pair
of Stonecurlew right next to the track and two distant
Houbaras We were able to follow the track to
approach one of the Houbaras andtgsome great
views though in the fading light. As we watched it
another Houbaraappeared nearby and again we got
great views of this bd. Also on the plains we saw 4

Linnets 1 Kestrel 2 Ravensand aSouthern Grey ShrikeA brief look at the sea beforthe light
completely went produced only a couple 6éllow-legged GullsWe returned to our cottage for a

well deserved rest.




Day 2- Sunday 19th January

Alarms had been set for an 07:15 departure however once on the road we soon realised that our
sunrise time was out and we should have left about 45 minutes early. Not that it mattered as the
heavens had opened and it was pouring down and very dull. Ourvpés to return to the plains

near Tindaya and hopelly find a displaying bustard, however, despite the rain largely clearing by
the time we reached the plains, it was still cold, windy and dull, not exactly ideal displaying weather.

We soon dund a distantHoubaraand weae able to appoach it along one of the trackg.was still

rather distantand really wasn't doing a lot, s@én to find a displaying maleve left this bird and
continued along the track. A few hundred meters down the traokl we foundanother bustard,

very distant and again not doing anything, we moved on. A little further down the track we stopped
for ascan and found a distafireamcoloured Coursewhich ran over a ridge in the desert and out

of site. We approached the@a and refound the bird and three othersgyhwere all still distant and
wary, moving quickly away so we did not pursue any further. While watching the Coursers we picked
up a distant falcon, it was our first and omwrbary Falcorf the trip, it was lunting but a long way

away and not getting any closer. This was the only species of the trip that left us wanting for better
views. Back in the car we continued to search for displaying bustards. While searching we saw 15
Lesser Shortoed Larks 3 Southern Grey Shrike2 Common Buzzardsl Spectacled Warbler2
Kestrelsand a fewLinnetsand Berthelot's Pipits The sun came out briefly when we were near a
small semicultivated area with some grass and flowers, here we four@lauded Yellowand a
Longtailed Bluebutterfly and 2Vestalmoths. Failing to find any more bustards and with more poor
weather we decided to abandon the bustard search and leeaxdf to Betancurig our next site.




The winding road was slow as we made olimb up over the
rain-shrouded mountains towards Betancuria. As we arrived
the villagethe rain briefly stopped swe pulled over and checked
the first vegetated garden we saw. A small amount of pighand
out cameour first pair of African Blue Tit(which may be further
taxonomically splitwith some Spanish Sparrowsand a female
Sardinian Warbler A Goldfinch was singing nearbyThe rain
started again so we jumped in the car and drove a short dista
into the village where we found a small café to grab a drink arg%
cake while the rain passed bg short time later, refalled and 3
with the rain stoppedwe walked from the café tohe vegetated
dry streambed nearhyhere we found another pair dlue Tits a
Chiffchaffand aSardinian Warbler A Canary was singing nearb
but it appeared to be coming from the houses nearby so w
presumed it was a cage bird.

As we worked our way dowthie valley south of the village we heard/allow-browed Warbler, now
a fairly regular winter visitor, and a short time later we found it feeding in the tamanists
another Sardinian Warbler A little further down the valley we also found 8ong thrusles, 2
Hoopoes 1 Southern Grey Shrikel Black Redstart2+ Goldfinches hundreds ofSpanish Sparrows
anda fewBerthelot's Pipitsand Collared DovesThe temperature was quickly rising andRestrels
2 Buzzardsand severaRavenswvere now thermallingabove.

Continuing south towards Vega de Rio Palmas we stopped a couple of times briefly en route firstly to
check out a raptor which proved to beBaizzardbut fortunately itwas being mobbed by Burasan
Sparrowhawk our first of the trip. Our second stop was when a large orange butterfly flew across at
the side of the road, this would have been either a Plain Tiger or Monarch but unfortunately we
could not find it again. While looking we did find>aeen Striped WhiteFrom the car we also saw a
couple moreSouthern Grey Shrikeand several mor&estrelsand Buzzardsvere making use of the

first thermals of the day.



We failed to find our main target Saharan Bluetail Damselfly by the spring/stream in Vega de Rio
Palmashowever another pair ofBlue Tits a Chiffchaff and a Sardinian Warblerwere in the
vegetation around the streamAfter hearing them calling,w first 2BarbaryPartridgeswere found

on the hillside above the stam, while overhead were a couple of pairs Ravens In the village

were Berthelot's Pipits, CollaredDoves SpanishSparrowsand aSouthern Grey Shrike

Working our way south, we stopped athigh viewpoint over the dry lake and mountains, thisais
regularsite for Egyptian Vulture, however none r@en view. AnothelEurasianSparrowhawkshot
down low over the hillsidavhile extremely tameRavens Berthelot's Pipitsand Ground Squirrels
hopped around our feet hoping/beggirigr scraps of foodA Buzzard dited over the near hillside.

We stopped for another tapas lunch at Pajara before heading off east towards Tiscamanita. Just east
of the village along a dirt track leading out onto the plain is a vulture feeding point. Although you
cannd directly see the feeding point we saw 1bBgyptian Vulturesof varying ages around the area,
some nearby on the ground and others flyingaind over. ABuzzardand aVulture sat alongside

each other on a fence showing the incredible size difference between the twdrdvsnsvere also

in the area, Ruddy Shelducklew by, as did Hoopoes 40Pallid Swifs passed overhead. Nearer

the village wereCollared DovesSpanish Spaows and aSouthern Grey Shrike

With all but one of our main targets, Plain Swift, which could be seen anywhere, we headed back to
the east coast to check out the golf coursesar Caleta de Fuste. We had news démale Ring
necked Duckwhich we found still presendn the small lake in the nortkast corner of Salinas de
Antigua, the southern of the twogolf courses.Also present were 10eal 6 Cootand 2 Ruddy
Shelduck ABarn Swallowflew over.



