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Atta lodge, Iwokrama Heiconia Butterfly

Red-necked Woodpecker   Campephilus rubricollis Yellow-crowned Parrot Amazona ochrocephala   

Crimson Fruitcrow   Haematoderus militaris  Marail Guan  Penelope marail  

Harpy Eagle, juvenile    Harpia harpyja  View from Iwokrama River Logde  



Introduction
The team was Jeff Skevington, Niels Poul Dreyer and 
Tau Rasmussen. 

We had a grand time on a thee-week trip to remote 
Guyana in northern South America. The trip was 
organized through Colin Edwards from Rock View 
and everything went as we wished including a few 
changes to the itinerary during the course of our 
adventure. Our visits were centered in the mid west 
of the county around the main Iwokrama reserve 
and Rupununi Savannah. Our sites were Rock 
View, Surama Ecolodge, ATTA Canopy Lodge, 
Iwokrama Research Station, Karasabai, Lethem, and 
Karanambu.

 The country is divided into the humid north with 
its continuous rainforest and the south with its great 
savannah teaming with wildlife. It is like going 50 
years back in time before global commerce started 
to encroach on nature. A country of less than one 
million inhabitants with limited infrastructure is a 
haven for wildlife. Traditional hunting with bow and 
arrows have encouraged the primates to stay away 
from humans. Nevertheless, we saw six of seven 
possible monkey species very well including White-
faced Saki (Surama) and Bearded Saki (Karanambu 
River), Weeping Capuchin, Spider, Squirrel and a 
troop of Howler Monkeys.

Additionally, we saw huge numbers of parrots, 
woodpeckers, nightjars, bats and other wildlife 
unheard of in other parts of the Amazon. Our lists 
of more than 400 bird species included 41 diurnal 
species of raptors ranging from Tiny Hawk, Orange-
breasted Falcon to Harpy Eagle. Even shy curassows 
and trumpeters were seen in numbers each day in the 

rainforests. On rivers we had an opportunity to watch 
rays, electric eels, fish-eating bats, skimmers, catfish 
and ospreys with big bass and snappers in their 
claws. Huge Arapaimas and Caymans were present in 
oxbow lakes. 

One of the highlights was two sightings of Jaguars 
on the road between Iwokrama and ATTA. A young 
male appeared at the roadside 40 meters from us 
on his way through the area. Our guide Smith was 
able to keep it at bay on the road for five minutes by 
making growling noises.  Two days later, our driver 
saw a pair of jaguars walking towards us until they 
reached a point 120 meters from the Toyota. We 
watched them for 20 minutes as the female refused to 
follow the more timid male into the forest. Instead, 
she laid down on the road and slept. 

We wondered if she was either testing the male by 
approaching us so closely, or possibly approaching 
close enought that he would leave her alone for a few 
minutes peace. It was the breeding season and he may 
have been following her relentlessly for some time. 
At any rate, he stood in the shade on the roadside 
while she rested in the middle of the road. As Jaguars 
only mate about a week each year, it is very rare to see 
them together. By the fact mating occur only about 
50 days during a cat´s lifetime as its lifespan is about 
10 yeas as an adult. 

The hormones must have been high, as it is not 
normal for a generally shy predator to ignore us for 
so long. While this scene unfolded in front of our 
vehicle, I started to wonder why another car or truck 
did not come along. Only in Guyana is this possible 
on the main highway traversing the country from 
north to the south. On a typical day only twenty 
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trucks or minibuses drive this gravel road! That is 
Guyana in a nutshell as long it lasts. January is a 
good time to see Jaguar in Guyana as they mate and 
apparently are less shy at that time. However, it is 
far from guaranteed to see this cat. Most people who 
visited the lodges at the same time as us missed out.

Guyana is a place that can be cheap and expensive on 
the same time.

We paid US $3600 dollars each in total for 3 weeks 
from Georgetown, but it is important to negotiate 
everything. Fortunately Colin Edwards at Rock View 
was able to obtain reasonable prices at the lodges and 
for the transport. Besides a few surprises we were 
able to keep costs in control. The staff at the lodges 
were flexible in providing breakfast, lunch packs and 
transport at the times we wished. 

The Guyana trip is among my top five trips I ever 
had conducted. It is the place to see big things in a 
slow-paced atmosphere. It is not for someone who 
wants to rack up a big list of passerines in large mixed 
species flocks. It is hard to see small dark antbirds in 
huge dark forests. 

Patience is the key to success here! We allowed 4 
nights at most lodges and this increased our success 
rate at finding key species considerably.

Finally, there is something rotten about the weather 
this year. It was supposed to be the dry season but it 
rained heavily most days and Guyana proved to be 
as windy as Denmark. Be prepared for biting insects 
as they also thrive, even in the dry season. Malaria is 
widespread so taking precautions against it is wise.

Itineary, Logistics and Financial 
Arragements

The trip was organized through Rock View Lodge. 
We had lengthy correspondence with Colin Edwards. 

Much time and effort would have been saved if 
from the beginning we knew everything we wanted. 
Colin is not a birder and does not exactly know what 
birders need to do in Guyana. Consequently, it is 
advisable to present a well-prepared itinerary with 
suggested accommodation before contacting Rock 
View.

Colin has good connections with all the lodges with 
the possible exception of Iwokrama which operates 
independently of the rest. Consequently Colin was 
able to make things happen. We made an error to 
book 3 nights at Karasabai. Generally, one night is 
adequate to do the Sun Parakeet.

There is interesting habitat around town but logistics 
are difficult and it would be tough to organize access. 
The habitat is also constantly being whittled away 
by fires set by the locals so it would be tough to plan 
much beyond the parakeets for here.  Consequently 
we changed our plan to include Lethem in order 
to seek two rare birds, the Rio Branco Antbird 
and Hoary-throated Spinetail, and to arrive to 
Karanambo one day earlier. We had to pay Rock 
View extra 140 dollars for driving a detour of 
about 100 km to Lethem instead of the direct route 
Karasabai - Karanambo. 

Colin also remarkably managed to change our 
booking on the plane to a day earlier as we gained 
2 days and wanted an extra day birding around 
Georgetown.   Because of uncertainty about 
Iwokrama rules regarding access to forest habitat 
we hired a guide from Rock View (Leon Moore) to 
accompany us. 

This turned out to be unnecessary as Iwokrama had 
their own guides to bring us around. Recently the 
station had changed manager and they were eager 
to demonstrate good service to us. It was funny that 
every time we returned from an activity the manger 

�  Guyana January 2012



Lodge/ Activity Start Dates 
January

Days US $ 

For 3 people

US $ 

Per person

Hotel Cara, Lodge 9 1 300 100
Taxa Viki 2 trips 9, 30 200 67
Flights return 10, 29 705 235
Rock View 2 nights 10, 23 2 800 267
Surama Eco Lodge 11-14 4 975 325
Atta Lodge 15-18 4 1152 384
Iwokrama including activities 19-22 4 1914 638
Karasabai 24 1 437 146
Transfers Rock View Vehicle 12, 26 880 293
5% Administration Fee Rock View 
of $6569#

328,5 109

Extra day Lethem + twitch 25 1 550 183
Fee Doradito 26 75 25
Karanambu lodge 27-28 3 1620 638
Fee for Guide at Iwokrama (Leon) 140 47
Georgetown Cara Suites 29, 30 1 150 50
Other meals + tips-refund* 300 100

Total 21 days $10327 $3607

In the table below our expenses including transfers are specified:
# We prepaid in total $8812.  Rockview charged 4% credit card fee on $8812 = $350

Birding from the ridge above Rock View 
Lodge, Hammocks 
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Clock wise: Landing on Annai Airstrip, 
Relaxing in the boat at Surama, Birding 
from the ridge above the Rockview Lodge, 
Hammocks Surama, Black Curassow - 
Crax alector ATTA lodge



was standing and asked how we went. Although we 
had paid for a double and single we all got our own 
cabins. 

Nothing was arranged in Georgetown except of a 
booking of Cara Lodge. We organized our own trips 
on the two days we stayed there (9 January afternoon, 
30 January morning). This was not clear, especially 
to Jeff who arrived an hour before Tau and me. Upon 
our arrival a taxi driver sent by Colin’s friend Dennis 
had my name spelled wrong on a poster at the arrival 
gate (something incomprehensible), but we soon 
were safely in the taxi and arrived about a hour later 
to our hotel. The airport and taxis are all safe and the 
rate to Cara Lodge was $25 from everyone we asked. 
Pre-arranged pickup thus seems unnecessary – just 
take your lodge name and address if you go and save 
yourself the hassle of trying to find your pick-up 
person.

As we were short of cash and unable to withdraw 
money from any ATM services outside of 
Georgetown, the bills of additional expenses were 
sent to Rock View. Colin arranged that we could 
settle the final payment of those prepaid invoices to 
his friend Dennis in Georgetown. Be prepared for 
this and take plenty of US cash. Local currency is 
required in a few places but US cash is taken in most 
places and can be exchanged at any bank. Loading up 
on local currency could leave you with extra before 
leaving and it may be impossible to exchange it for 
something more useful upon departure.

Dennis drove me to the bank on the last evening 
and the job was done. He told me never to walk 
at night to an ATM in Georgetown as people on 
the street watch what you are doing and may rob 
you. Georgetown was certainly rather decrepit so 
minimizing time here would be a good call. One 
morning birding the Abary River mouth should be 
enough to pick up the local specialties. We dipped 
on Blood-colored Woodpecker when we tried for it 
in the afternoon but we saw several on our morning 
effort. 

Knowing that people pay about twice to bird tour 
companies for a shorter trip, I think we had more 
than good value for our money. We were very happy 
with the services provided everywhere and can only 
recommend to visit Guyana in the same way as we 
did. However, it appears that prices may increase 
in the future as the place has become popular and 
lodging is limited. 

Flights: Jeff came from Toronto with Air Canada, 

return via Trinidad

Tau: Delta/American/Liat & Air France via, Paris, 
Miami, Costa Rica, Miami, St Lucia, Georgetown, 
New York, Paris, Copenhagen

Niels: British Airways/Liat/Caribbean via Gatwick, St 
Lucia, Georgetown, Trinidad, Gatwick.

Guides at the lodges.
Guiding is still a relatively new thing in Guyana. It 
was great to see so many guides that are just now 
learning their trade. The downside is that with only 
one exception we had no superstar guides as we have 
come to expect in most countries.

Georgetown

Luke Johnson (Wilderness Explorers)   
theaaronx@hotmail.com - Our taxi driver (VikiTaxi) 
put us in contact with Luke. He has a very good 
knowledge of the Georgetown area and was quite 
helpful showing us around on our first day in the 
country. 

Iwokrama

Leon Moore from Rockview – Leon was very 
personable and is an extremely enthusiastic birder. He 
is still learning but will be a very good guide once he 
has more experience; and Owen from Iwokrama also 
had good knowledge.

ATTA

Smith had only been birding for 5 months but 
already had an impressive knowledge of bird song. 
He will be an awesome guide in a couple of years.

Karasabai 

Francisco – a wonderful local man, very humble but 
was able to deliver on the Sun Parakeets and teach us 
a bit about local culture as well.

Karanambo

Manoel Mandook village of Kwatata  (Crested 
Dorodito) – very personable and with excellent local 
knowledge, Kenneth Manduke (Karanambu) – our 
best guide of the trip with very good knowledge of 
songs and calls.

Lethem

Jeremy Melville donjmelville@yahoo.com (moderate 
knowledge; nice guy but charges too much)

Surama 

Milner (excellent on all but the smaller passerines; 
superb local knowledge; highly recommended)
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Visit also http://wilderness-explorers.com/index.html

Description of sites and highlights

Rock View Lodge (Annai) and Wowetta

Visit http://www.rockviewlodge.com/ 

Our trip started at Rock View a nice lodge near the 
Annai Airstrip. 

Annai is a small village in the Upper Takutu-Upper 
Essequibo Region of Guyana. Annai stands at an 
altitude of 95 metres (314 feet), at the edge of the 
Rupununi savannah, where the cattle trail to the 
Atlantic coast begins. It is nestled in the foothills 
of the Pakaraima Mountains, and is close to the 
Rupununi River. Annai, considered to be the gateway 
to the Rupununi, is approximately 24 km north of 
Karanambo and is 416 km (258 mi) by road from the 
nation’s capital, Georgetown.

Much of the population of the area are members of 
the Macushi people. 

Annai is home to the Rock View Eco-tourism Resort, 
an old ranch built in the 1950s and is owned and 
operated by Colin Edwards. 

We landed on Annai’s airstrip (NAI) in a light 8 
seater plane from Georgetown. The check-in was a 
bit confusing. We had to be at the domestic light 
aircraft  airport 1½ hour before departure to show 
passports, weigh ourselves and pay the excess baggage 
fee. Only 12 kg is allows on board, so we paid on 
average $15 extra. On the way back from Karanambu 
nobody took any notice of excess luggage. The plane 
with its heavy load left the airstrip almost at the end. 
The flight time from Georgetown to Annai is 1 hour 
and 40 minutes and distance about 370 km by air. 

We had a nice time doing some relaxed birding, 
watching a demonstration on how to prepare cashews 
using traditional methods and seeing the vegetable 
gardens. The main target bird at Rock View was the 
Painted Tody-Tyrant which was building a nest in 

competition with a Common Tody-Tyrant. The nest 
had a structure like a solitary weaver bird. In the 
afternoon we climbed the hill west of town. Here we 
saw a White-throated Hawk, heard White-bellied 
Antbird and saw toucans. Across the road we saw a 
pair of Double-striped Thick-knees. On our second 
visit in Rock View on 23 January, a Giant Anteater 
had been seen near the lodge, but we could not find 
it.   This and Karanambu were the only places we saw 
feeding of birds and hummingbird feeders. 

Annai GPS  3°57’39.05”N, 59° 7’22.42”W 

Ridge GPS  3°58’18.59”N, 59° 7’43.39”W

Wowetta is an indigenous village only 20 minutes 
drive from Rockview. The Village has a population 
of 312 and 58 households of mostly Macushi people 
according to 2006 census. The village got its meaning 
as “Soft out” that dates back to historic time.

On the way to Surama we went to Wowetta village in 
the morning to undertake a 7-8 hours walk of 7 km 
each way to a Cock-of-the-Rock lek. 

We had a guide from the village to bring us there. 

On our way to the site, our guide found a beautiful 
yellow-banded poison dart frog and later a Rufus-
winged Ground-Cuckoo flew into a sapling. I was 
in a shock and failed to describe where the bird 
landed. Consequently, the others did not see it here. 
Although January is not the primary display time 
it was still very interesting to watch the cotingas 
moving around. The lek has almost 20 Cock-of-the-
Rocks. At one time eight females assembled on the 
lek. The walking was fast-paced so it was hard to 
catch up with all the new birds en route. 

In the afternoon we arrived at Surama Lodge.

Surama Lodge

http://www.suramaecolodge.com/

Surama is a Macushi village in central Guyana with 
a population of about 200 people. The village is 
bounded by the Iwokrama Forest protected area, the 
Burro-Burro River, and the Pacaraima Mountains.

The lodge consists of simple but adequate 
accommodation in a building or in 3-bed huts. There 
is electricity generated from solar panels. The food 
is good. However if arranging vehicle transport it 
is important to negotiate. We gave up on arranging 
a Harpy Eagle trip during our stay as the price tag 
offered was 180 dollars for us 3. As the drive is less 
than ½ hour away we decided to do it en route to 
ATTA with a waiting fee of 30 dollars. Later we 
learned that two Swedish people went there for a 
price of 60 dollars. White-throated Toucan Ramphastos tucanus
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The lodge is only a half hour drive from Rock View 
and is situated about 4 km north-east of the village. 
The lodge overlooks a grassland with surrounding 
forest. The nearest forest is about 15 minutes walk 
away from the lodge. However the savannah has good 
birds such as Occelated Crakes, Least and Lesser 
Nighthawks, nesting blackish Nightjar, flyovers 
of many species of parrots and a pair of resting 
Pompadour Cotinga. In a forest just to the west 
of the lodge we found Spotted Puffbird (GPS  4° 
9’18.97”N, 59° 3’57.71”W).

One of the tracks leads to the Burro-Burro River and 
produced a god variety of birds.  In the forest we 
enjoyed close up views of Dusky Parrots and Black-
headed Parrots feeding on fruit. About 500 meters 
before the river near a Golden-headed Manakin lek 
we heard a Ground Cuckoo. It was here that patience 
paid off for Tau as he managed excellent views of the 
cuckoo while he sat quietly in the forest for a couple 
of hours. We were also lucky to see a White-faced 
Saki monkey along this walkway. Capuchinbirds 
came into view to feed in a fruiting palm. 

On the river we watched hummingbirds, mainly 
sapphires and emeralds, feeding on some yellow 
flowers. We hoped without success to see an Awbill. 
Another group found an Awlbill in a clearing not far 
from the lodge between two forest patches along the 
Burro-Burro river track.

South of the village on the way to the hill there was a 
marsh area with pink melastome flowers. Tau and Jeff 
had brief views of a female Racket-tailed Coquette, 
a rare canopy species which came down to feed on 
the flowers near a marsh full of calling Ash-throated 
Crakes.  It is a rare bird and we failed to relocate 
it. Further down the road we saw more plants in 
bloom and it would have been a good idea to check 
those. We heard three Ash-throated Crakes but could 
not attract any into view after 1½ hour of effort. 
GPS coordinates for the marsh is 4° 7’54.26”N, 59° 
4’3.72”W.

On a climb up on a table mountain we watched a 
bathing Black-eared Fairy and hermits in a stream. 
On a slippery rock, I stumbled and fell heavy 
backwards on the rocks. I was very lucky as this 
could have easily ended my trip. A woman fell later 
on the same rock and had to go to Georgetown with 
her leg in bad condition. The hill did not produce 
many birds, but Jeff had a large mixed species 
flock including a sighting of the rare Rufus-bellied 
Antwren, which we saw again on the Harpy Eagle 
trail.  The place certainly has its potential if you stay 

away from the rocks! 

A parade of villagers with bow and arrows passed 
one of us on their way to their hunting grounds. 
Traditional hunting is allowed in the Iwokrama area.

On the last day we had a visit of a group from Eagle-
Eyes Tours. They managed to get an Occelated Crake 
to take off in the front of us.

The weather was mixed with a bit of wind and some 
late afternoon storms. 

Harpy Eagle 

GPS   4° 7’14.88”N, 59° 1’59.35”W

En route to ATTA we stopped to the known site of 
the Harpy Eagle. It nests every second year in a huge 
Kapok emergent tree (Ceiba pentandra). The nestling 
had fledged but we found it nearby. The parents had 
left the area, but apparently return to feed the young 
once a week or so.

As we arrived at the nest site we went in all directions 
to find the juvenile. About 300 meters away Jeff 
located it in the canopy. It was a great treat to see the 
pale eagle. It did not move much around. Not ready 
yet to be 100 % independent.

We found ourselves in the dark Guyana forest. Not 
an easy place to see bird flocks. The understory is 
heavly influenced by the antbird family and they are 
good at hiding. 

About three hours later we arrived to ATTA which 
is about 40 km further to the north inside the 
Iwokrama reserve.

ATTA Lodge 

GPS   4°14’41.46”N, 58°54’19.66”W.

http://www.iwokramacanopywalkway.com/

Atta Rainforest Lodge is situated amidst towering 
trees and grassy lawns full of  currasows. The lodge 
provides comfortable accommodation with 8 private 
rooms with attached washrooms, three home-cooked 
meals per day, and ample opportunities to explore the 
surrounding rainforest by foot. 

The main attraction is the  Iwokrama Canopy 
Walkway which is a series of suspension bridges and 
decks 30 meters above the forest floor. It gives visitors 
a new view of the mid and upper canopy of the forest 
and allows good wildlife observation.

It takes about 15 minutes to walk uphill to the start 
of the walkway which is built as a bridge from a hill 
side. 

The forest around the walkway contains some 
important flora and fauna including endangered and 

�  Guyana January 2012



protected species such as the Jaguar, the Bullet wood 
tree, Greenheart and the Waramadan (endemic in 
Guyana and found only in the Iwokrama Forest). 
Meals are freshly prepared local delicacies of free 
range beef, chicken and fish along with vegetarian 
specialties. They even served us a trumpeter that had 
been hit by a vehicle. The cook here is excellent and 
it was our best food of the trip.

Around the walkway we had a few goodies hanging 
around like a feeding Guyanan Toucanet, Scarlet 
Macaws, feeding Blue-headed Parrots, Waved 
Woodpecker plus a pair of Guyanan Red Cotingas. 

A Pale-throated Three-toed Sloth demonstrated how 
to hide in vine thickets of max one meter in diameter. 
We did not spend all the time observing from the 
tower as relatively few birds passed through.

It was at Atta that we saw our first Jaguar, at the 
junction of the main road and the 1 km entrance 
road uphill to the lodge. The young male was passing 
through the forest on a path and passed us on the 
road exactly 6.30 in the morning. It appeared only 40 
m from us but quickly disappeared before emerging 
from the forest again about 120 m away. Our guide, 
Smith, growled at it and kept it in view for five 
minutes.

The lodge is a great place to watch flocks and 
cotingas, as the birds have a tendency to assemble 
along ridges. Here we had big flocks of woodcreepers, 
flycatchers and antbirds just behind the lodge. The 
most amazing thing about this place is the presence 

of big flocks or groups of shy large birds like Guans, 
Currasows and Macaws. We even found a female 
Spix Guan with her day-old fledglings which 
actually could fly! The Cotigas put on a big show 
as we were able to watch Pompadour Cotinga, the 
almost endemic Dusky Purpletuft, several Guianan 
Red-Cotingas, Crimson Fruitcrows, and a pair of 
Spangled Cotingas. 

On the road we saw raptors such as King Vultures, 
Black-faced Hawks, kites, Tiny Hawks, Great Black 
Hawk and more. The Black-faced Hawk really 
looks like a bandit with the mask on his face. One 
morning, Tau accidentally left his bag along the road 
for about 30 minutes. On our return it was gone 
and we could only see tracks from a vehicle that had 
pulled over. It was obvious that a truck driver had 
picked it up. Fortunately, Tau had left his papers and 
money in our room, so he lost only his camera and a 
raincoat. The bag (now empty) was later found about 
1 km down the road.

One morning Jeff went behind the lodge to listen 
to a White-winged Potoo (GPS  4°17’39.41”N, 
58°52’0.88”W). 

ATTA was certainly one of the highlights on the trip. 
There were so many wanted birds to be seen here and 
on top of that the jackpot of the Jaguar. It was nice 
to rest in the hammocks and photograph plants and 
animals without carrying the equipment too far. Our 
guide Smith had only been birding for five months 
(all at Atta) and was already quite good at his birds. 

Guianan Toucanet    Selenidera culik
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He will be an amazing guide in a couple of years. 

Iwokrama Lodge

http://www.iwokrama.org/wp/

On 19 January we went to Iwokrama (River 
Lodge/research station). Our driver spotted two 
Jaguars walking towards us as explained in the 
introduction above. The site was at GPS 4°30’1.80”N,  
58°47’25.51”W.

We arrived to the lodge in the afternoon. As it 
was raining we stayed in the hammocks for that 
afternoon. Iwokrama is a station catering mainly to 
researchers but also provides facilities for tourists.  
The lodge provides comfortable accommodation with 
spacious private huts with attached washrooms, three 
home-cooked meals per day, and ample opportunities 
to explore the surrounding rainforest by boat, foot 
and vehicles. We stayed in nice cabins overlooking 
the Essequibo river. 

One afternoon was spent paddling a canoe on the 
river where we watched skimmers, terns, parrots and 
waders along the sandy islands. Wading in the river 
and having fish nibbling at our feet was enjoyable, 
but we later found out sting rays come into the 

shallow water at night so some care is advised. 

Fishing bats were skimming the water after dark like 
what skimmers normally do during the day time. 
During a night spotlighting trip on the river we 
found a tree boa in the overhanging trees.  

On a rainy night some English mammal watchers 
spotted a Fer-de-Lance Viper on the road. We were 
never lucky enough to spot one this trip.

We had a night spotlighting trip by 4WD in the 
rain in a selectively logged forest called Tiger Woods 
named after the operator which conduct the timber 
harvesting. Although the forest remains and will 
regenerate after the extraction of the larger trees, 
the company had left scars such as many logging 
roads in the sandy area. As the big trees are removed 
the remaining area has become more uniform. 
Consequently, it appears that parrots and other big 
game are found in reduced numbers compared to 
what we could see in a primary forest at ATTA. 
However it is interesting to note that new saplings are 
emerging from the sandy soil in the roads. The forest 
will soon look better, but still younger. 

It is the idea to use the Iwokrama conservation area 
as a multiple use area where logging, is permitted 
in some parts while other areas representing about 
half of the total area are allocated as reference zones, 
mainly used for tourism and research.  The whole 
area is open for traditional hunting by indigenous 
people. 

During the spotlighting session, we managed to find 
two nocturnal procyonids , the Kinkajau an arboreal 
raccoon which feeds on insects and fruit. Then we 
were lucky to find a Southern Tamandua (also called 
collared anteater), an opossum, unidentified forest 
rat, and a Long-tailed Potoo as well as a jaguar latrine 
with over 15 different scratch marks in the piles of 
wood chips left by loggers (think of this as a huge 
kitty litter). 

Orange-breasted Falcon  Falco deiroleucus
View from Turtle Mountain  

10  Guyana January 2012



We got stuck in the mud and had to use a winch 
to escape the mud. Tiger Woods is at  GPS 
4°34’54.73”N,  58°42’18.29”W. 

One day we took a boat ride downstream 
towards Turtle Mountain (GPS   4°43’58.04”N,  
58°44’1.32”W). Just as we left the boat we could see 
a Cream-backed Woodpecker pecking hard on a 
mushroom looking for insects.  As we reached the 
summit, we could hear a calling Orange-breasted 
Falcon, which was very close to us. 

Our guide Owen first refused to let us enter an area 
behind the cliff face below the woods, as he feared 
that it may be disturbed. After sitting for 2 or 3 hours 
I suggested that “we could wait until five o’clock to 
see whether it may hunt in front of us”. 

This was too much for him as the guide wanted to 
head down – either out of boredom or to get us away 
from the nesting area to give the birds some peace.  
He lead us down a narrow path about 30 meters 
and the bird was sitting on a perch overlooking the 
cliff face. We could see its huge feet, a sure key to 
differentiate it from the smaller Bat Falcon.  

It did not take any notice of our presence. It was 
obvious that this falcon is shown to tour groups, as it 
always appears in the reports. However the Orange-
breasted Falcon is a rare and shy bird and had 
disappeared in the past because too many people with 
cameras were too intrusive. 

A group of five Swallow-tailed Kites assembled and 
two mated in a dead tree behind the view point. 
From the top of the hill we could watch the endless 
forest and wetlands below us. It was easy to forecast 
rain as the showers moved across the forest towards 
us. We could hear the rain comming. On the way 
back we were lucky to see a Red-fan Parrot perched in 
a tree near a clearing. At the boat ramp we could still 
see the woodpecker working hard on the mushrooms. 

Had this woodpecker worked all the time on it 
during our eight hour absence?

On the trail back at Iwokrama, a Variegated Tinamou 
appeared on the trail while a Black Spider Monkey 
angrily trembled the branches overhead.

En route to Rock View Lodge on 23 January we 
stopped several places. 

We had luck in finding four White-plumed Antbirds 
together with a Red-throated, a pair of Scaly-backed 
Antbirds, Plain-brown Woodcreeper and Golden-
collared Woodpecker all feeding on insects disturbed 
from an ant swarm. Other insects such as wasps and 
flies came to the feast. 

Further down the road a Brown Vine Snake moved 
slowly ahead. In a sandy forest (GPS   4°20’34.98”N,  
58°50’55.18”W) a Black Manakin appeared in the 
canopy and nothing else was seen. This forest zone 
reminds me of the horror scenario described by 
Rachel Carson in Silent Spring of 1962. That place 
was totally dead! 

Near ATTA we saw a  huge Tortoise make a crossing. 
At Rock-view lodge a Sooty-capped Hermit came 
into a Passiflora flower to feed. It was hovering for 
more than one minute and it was possible to watch it 
in all kinds of positions.

Yellow-footed tortoise Gecochelone denticulata  
Flower: Scarlet Passion Passiflora coccinea
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Karasabai

It was dramatic drive to Karasabi  with Colin’s son 
Jorge as driver. It took five hours to travel less than 
100 km, as the road was almost a pathway on the last 
bit of the way. Karasabai is an aboriginal community 
of 500 inhabitants. Jorge told us that we have to 
arrange our trips through the chief (Touchau) in 
town. After having installed us in the accommodation 
near the police station, we headed to the house of the 
chief. He turned out to be drunk and consequently 
proved to be hopeless in helping to organize the 
outing. With a bit of luck we managed to find 
someone else to bring us to the right sport the next 
morning.  The young lady told us about Francisco 
and his Sun Parakeet near his farm in a valley north-
east of town. We went to his house where he had a 
domesticated Sun Parakeet sitting on the shoulder of 
his wife. 

Oone hour later we arrived to the path leading to 
the farm. It took about 20 minutes to get there. No 
parakeets were in sight in that afternoon. However 
he told us that the parakeets frequent the fruits 
and orange flowers between 8 and 10 o’clock in the 
morning.

We had not given fully up on our planned boat 
trip as it would have been nice to watch the birds 
from the river. It was originally the plan and it was 
confirmed to us. Jeff went with Jorge  in the morning 
to the chief in vain. Then we detoured to a village 
near the river 25 minutes away to get in contact with 
a boatman. Some villagers told us that he was away 
on a hunting trip.

Consequently, we decided to do the farm with 
Francisco again and returned a bit later to his house. 
Fortunately he had finished his breakfast and we 
continued on to the farm arriving about nine o’clock. 
“The parrots had “just left the flowers” a woman 
working cooking cassava  told us. We could hear 
parrots, but not see any. Macaws flew across all the 

time. Suddenly one Sun Parakeet was sitting in the 
top of a fruit tree and not soon after three others 
including two juveniles followed. We really enjoyed 
long views of these rare birds. We saw two other 
parakeets further down in the valley. The site is found 
at   4° 4’18.95”N,  59°34’6.64”W.

It is sad to know that Sun Parakeets have been nearly 
extirpated from the wild by the pet trade and were 
still common only 20 years ago. When reading in 
books such as the HBW from 1997, they state that 
the parrot is common! Only 200 are now left in the 
wild. Stories about airplanes loaded with hundreds of 
parakeets indicate that the bird trade was implicated. 

The area was full of raptors hunting grilled reptiles 
from fires lit by humans. Zone-tailed, Savannah, 
White-tailed Hawks, Crested Caracaras and Pearl 
Kites filled the sky with vultures. However, the fires 
have a serious impact on the vegetation and there is 
a need to control the burns if the dry forests are to 
be maintained in the long term. Sun Parakeet habitat 
disappears with every burn that escapes into the 
mountains (a daily occurrence).

Conserving the parakeet ought to be a priority 
of Birdlife International. It would be a possible 
task to carry out, as the main threats are not from 
commercial developments but from people who 
need to be aware of the risk of fire. It is important to 
make people aware that those parakeets have a value, 
as visitors bring income to the community. We paid 
Franciso to help us to see it and purchase food and 
accommodation locally.

Lethem

With a successful Sun Parakeet trip, we decided to 
leave early to spend time in Lethem. 

In town, we hired Jeremy Melville to bring us to a 
growling Rio Branco Antbird and the handsome 
Hoary-throated Spinetail in a gallery forest along 
Ireng River. The sites were accessed by a 4WD, as 

Preparing Cassava in Karasabai
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the water level in the river was too low to allow us 
to conduct the venture by boat.  The fee for the 
morning outing was US $350 dollars including 4WD 
hire.

Consequently, we decided to abandon an eight hour 
drive in search of Red Siskin with a price tag of 1000 
dollars on the following day and instead continued 
on to Karanambu. 

We had to get up before five to undertake a two 
hour cross country drive through savannah and 
potholes. One time most of us were drenched in 
mud, except me who sat in the cabin.  We saw some 
birds underway such as Red-billed Macaws feeding in 
palm groves which delayed us. We arrived  just before 
nine to the site and had to try different places for the 
spinetail. The Rio Branco Antbird appeared quickly 
to voice playback. The black colored male with its 
spots sounds like Manu and Mato Grosso Antbird.  If 
you look for a difference try to find a female.

The spinetail appeared on the ground feeding on 
insects in a another place. It behaved more like a 
ground dweller than any other spinetail I have seen. It 
is a beautiful little gem, very plain pale Rufous with a 
nice white throat and blackish bib. Unfortunately it is 
menaced because of  habitat loss and the population 
is estimated to be at 1000 birds.  Jeremey told us 
that Sharp-tailed Ibises have begun to frequent the 
mashes because they have been displaced from rice 
cultivation encroachments in Roraima.  However we 
only saw some Green Ibis and flocks of spoonbills.  
In Lethem we tried to get some money from a bank, 
without success. There is no way to obtain money 
from Guyana banks outside of Georgetown unless 
you simply want to convert currency that you already 
have.

The site along the Ireng river is found at GPS  
3°37’4.15”N,   59°47’6.93”W.

The drive to Caiman Lodge was about three hours 

and we arrived around four o’clock. We quickly 
found Manuel Mandook who took us to look for 
the Crested Dorodito.The drive to the site took us 
45 minutes, but we spent less than 30 minutes to 
find the tiny yellow bird in dry tall reeds. It is strange 
that this bird is so range restricted with only 14 
pairs known from this site. The habitat did not look 
that unique. Jeff asked Manuel whether there were 
some other rare birds around and the answer was 
no. On the way back to the village I asked our guide 
about Pinnated Bitterns. He said they could easily 
be seen in a small swamp only ten minutes from the 
Dorodito site! Too late for this rare bird! Fortunately 
we had good views of five bitterns near Karanambu 
later. But at the time we felt let down. 

The site for Doradito:   3°45’32.51”N,  
59°25’59.77”W.

Karanumba lodge

http://karanambulodge.com/

We arrived to Karanambu lodge just after seven in 
the dark. Dianne had room for us although we were 
one day early. It was like meeting Karen Blixen, the 
story of a farm in Guyana. She had worked on giant 
otters all her life. Despite this, we did not see otter 
here. It is a tale which is approaching an end as she 
is 80 years old and there does not appear to be an 
obvious replacement for her. We conducted a few 
drives on the savannah with a landrover from 1955, 
did two river trips an a few walks in the vicinity of 
the premises.   

We had a grand time here watching wildlife along 
the river. The river is rich in caimans, kingfishers, 
storks, spoonbills, herons, and green ibis. On the 
river we saw the rare Lesser Crested Currasow 
several times. It is much harder bird to see than the 
Black Currasow which lives on terra firma. The first 
sighting was along the river bank in the front of the 
boat. As I missed this one Jeff and I went ashore 

Jabiru  Jabiru mycteria Wood Stork  Mycteria americanaLandrover from 1956
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to find it. However, that venture resulted in two 
currasows flying across the river to the enjoyment of 
those people who remained in the boat. Fortunately 
I spotted one on the river bank on the way back.  In 
one oxbow lake huge caimans and fish boiled the 
water. The ospreys were busy feeding on yellow bass. 
A Bearded Saki appeared in the vegetation. 

The following evening, we enjoyed a delightful 
sundowner among Giant Water Lilies, flying bats 
and nighthawks on an oxbow lake. This evening, 
we encountered 123 individuals of seven species of 
nightjar: Common Pauraque, Rufous, White-tailed 
Nightjar, Band-tailed, Nacunda, Least and Lesser 
Nighthawks.

Additionally, Boat-billed Herons were present in big 
numbers along the river!  The Boat-billed Herons 
proved to be common and were seen many times 
in the dark and one nice view of one in a day roost. 
This is a rare nocturnal bird that is very hard to see 
elsewhere.  The bill is massive and reminds me of a 
Shoebill from Africa. Here we also saw a displaying 
Capuchinbird.  It is a true wild place! We never 
had time to do a fishing adventure, but that would 
have been a great experience. The nightjars galore 
continued on a field behind the lodge.

One afternoon was spent in the savannah with 
our guide Kenneth Manduke to seek Bearded 
Tachuri, White-necked Xenopsaris, and Rufous 

Nighjar. Near the airstrip we watched five Pinnated 
Bitterns standing and flying around in the rain. 
The next morning we returned to the savannah 
from Karanambu lodge to seek a view of the Giant 
Anteater a few hours before going to Georgetown 
by plane. Just as we were giving up in the rain, an 
anteater appeared over a ridge and continued to head 
towards us, traversed our route at great speed and 
we had great views of the soaked anteater eager to 
get away into the dry. However, nobody had their 
cameras ready! 

The weather was windy with showers.  We left on 
29 January for Georgetown midday as the plane was 
delayed because of the weather. 

Georgetown

On the first day we ordered a taxi from Cara Lodge. 
It happened to be Viki who knew  Luke Johnson 
who works for Wilderness Explores, and he lead 
us to Abari river mouth on the first afternoon. It 
is a muddy place full of red mites (chiggers) and 
consequently some of us experienced the pain 
from bitten legs, which had the same color as the 
woodpecker! The aim was to see Blood-colored 
Woodpecker and Rufous Crab Hawk. On our first 
trip we failed to see the woodpecker, but we were 
successful on the last morning on our trip. 

Birdlists:

In this report, only a summary are included. If 
you want site specific birdlist please contact me on 
dreyernp@mail.tele.dk

If you want to see more photos from the trip:

visit: http://dreyerfoto.dk/index/south-america.

www.dreyerfoto.dk

Photos: Jeff Skevington and Niels Poul Dreyer
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OVERVIEW OF BIRDS SEEN IN GUYANA

Species Name

Great Tinamou - Tinamus major 12

Little Tinamou - Crypturellus soui 6

Undulated Tinamou - Crypturellus undulatus 4

Red-legged Tinamou - Crypturellus erythropus 6

Variegated Tinamou - Crypturellus variegatus 8

White-faced Whistling-Duck - Dendrocygna 
viduata

218

Muscovy Duck - Cairina moschata 25

Variable Chachalaca - Ortalis motmot 19

Marail Guan - Penelope marail 9

Spix’s Guan - Penelope jacquacu 22

Crestless Curassow - Mitu tomentosum 6

Black Curassow - Crax alector 63

Crested Bobwhite - Colinus cristatus 46

Marbled Wood-Quail - Odontophorus gujanensis 2

Maguari Stork - Ciconia maguari 18

Jabiru - Jabiru mycteria 83

Wood Stork - Mycteria americana 130

Magnificent Frigatebird - Fregata magnificens 161

Neotropic Cormorant - Phalacrocorax brasilianus 71

Anhinga - Anhinga anhinga 31

Brown Pelican - Pelecanus occidentalis 10

Pinnated Bittern - Botaurus pinnatus 5

Least Bittern - Ixobrychus exilis 1

Rufescent Tiger-Heron - Tigrisoma lineatum 6

Cocoi Heron - Ardea cocoi 39

Great Egret - Ardea alba 178

Snowy Egret - Egretta thula 184

Little Blue Heron - Egretta caerulea 11

Tricolored Heron - Egretta tricolor 1

Cattle Egret - Bubulcus ibis 555

Striated Heron - Butorides striata 19

Capped Heron - Pilherodius pileatus 2

Black-crowned Night-Heron - Nycticorax 
nycticorax

1

Boat-billed Heron - Cochlearius cochlearius 18

Green Ibis - Mesembrinibis cayennensis 14

Buff-necked Ibis - Theristicus caudatus 11

Roseate Spoonbill - Platalea ajaja 8

Black Vulture - Coragyps atratus 249

Turkey Vulture - Cathartes aura 319

Lesser Yellow-headed Vulture - Cathartes 
burrovianus

1

Greater Yellow-headed Vulture - Cathartes 
melambrotus

41

King Vulture - Sarcoramphus papa 17

Osprey - Pandion haliaetus 29

Gray-headed Kite - Leptodon cayanensis 3

Swallow-tailed Kite - Elanoides forficatus 29

Pearl Kite - Gampsonyx swainsonii 7

Snail Kite - Rostrhamus sociabilis 242

Double-toothed Kite - Harpagus bidentatus 3

Plumbeous Kite - Ictinia plumbea 60

Black-collared Hawk - Busarellus nigricollis 5

Tiny Hawk - Accipiter superciliosus 3

Crane Hawk - Geranospiza caerulescens 3

Black-faced Hawk - Leucopternis melanops 2

White Hawk - Leucopternis albicollis 3

Common Black-Hawk - Buteogallus anthracinus 1

Rufous Crab Hawk - Buteogallus aequinoctialis 9

Great Black-Hawk - Buteogallus urubitinga 5

Savanna Hawk - Buteogallus meridionalis 49

Roadside Hawk - Buteo magnirostris 15

Gray Hawk - Buteo nitidus 3

Short-tailed Hawk - Buteo brachyurus 2

White-tailed Hawk - Buteo albicaudatus 28

Zone-tailed Hawk - Buteo albonotatus 5

Harpy Eagle - Harpia harpyja 1

Ornate Hawk-Eagle - Spizaetus ornatus 3

Barred Forest-Falcon - Micrastur ruficollis 2

Slaty-backed Forest-Falcon - Micrastur 
mirandollei

9

Collared Forest-Falcon - Micrastur semitorquatus 3

Black Caracara - Daptrius ater 10

Red-throated Caracara - Ibycter americanus 47

Crested Caracara - Caracara cheriway 68

Yellow-headed Caracara - Milvago chimachima 30

Laughing Falcon - Herpetotheres cachinnans 7

American Kestrel - Falco sparverius 14

Aplomado Falcon - Falco femoralis 7

Bat Falcon - Falco rufigularis 6

Orange-breasted Falcon - Falco deiroleucus 1

Peregrine Falcon - Falco peregrinus 1

Sunbittern - Eurypyga helias 2

Ocellated Crake - Micropygia schomburgkii 7

Ash-throated Crake - Porzana albicollis 7

Sungrebe - Heliornis fulica 3

Limpkin - Aramus guarauna 26

Gray-winged Trumpeter - Psophia crepitans 42

Double-striped Thick-knee - Burhinus bistriatus 4

Pied Lapwing - Vanellus cayanus 10

Southern Lapwing - Vanellus chilensis 11

Wattled Jacana - Jacana jacana 102
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Spotted Sandpiper - Actitis macularius 15

Solitary Sandpiper - Tringa solitaria 5

South American Snipe - Gallinago paraguaiae 1

Yellow-billed Tern - Sternula superciliaris 3

Large-billed Tern - Phaetusa simplex 6

Gull-billed Tern - Gelochelidon nilotica 1

Black Skimmer - Rynchops niger 6

Rock Pigeon - Columba livia 10

Pale-vented Pigeon - Patagioenas cayennensis 130

Scaled Pigeon - Patagioenas speciosa 11

Plumbeous Pigeon - Patagioenas plumbea 56

Eared Dove - Zenaida auriculata 14

Common Ground-Dove - Columbina passerina 203

Plain-breasted Ground-Dove - Columbina 
minuta

9

Ruddy Ground-Dove - Columbina talpacoti 30

Blue Ground-Dove - Claravis pretiosa 2

White-tipped Dove - Leptotila verreauxi 92

Gray-fronted Dove - Leptotila rufaxilla 1

Painted Parakeet - Pyrrhura picta 76

Sun Parakeet - Aratinga solstitialis 6

Brown-throated Parakeet - Aratinga pertinax 85

Red-and-green Macaw - Ara chloropterus 93

Scarlet Macaw - Ara macao 27

Blue-and-yellow Macaw - Ara ararauna 1

Red-bellied Macaw - Orthopsittaca manilata 65

Red-shouldered Macaw - Diopsittaca nobilis 12

Green-rumped Parrotlet - Forpus passerinus 1

Golden-winged Parakeet - Brotogeris chrysoptera 82

Lilac-tailed Parrotlet - Touit batavicus 2

Sapphire-rumped Parrotlet - Touit purpuratus 4

Black-headed Parrot - Pionites melanocephalus 17

Caica Parrot - Pyrilia caica 11

Blue-headed Parrot - Pionus menstruus 125

Dusky Parrot - Pionus fuscus 10

Blue-cheeked Parrot - Amazona dufresniana 8

Orange-winged Parrot - Amazona amazonica 233

Mealy Parrot - Amazona farinosa 28

Yellow-crowned Parrot - Amazona ochrocephala 40

Red-fan Parrot - Deroptyus accipitrinus 9

Little Cuckoo - Coccycua minuta 5

Squirrel Cuckoo - Piaya cayana 8

Black-bellied Cuckoo - Piaya melanogaster 1

Rufous-winged Ground-Cuckoo - Neomorphus 
rufipennis

4

Greater Ani - Crotophaga major 12

Smooth-billed Ani - Crotophaga ani 167

Tropical Screech-Owl - Megascops choliba 8

Tawny-bellied Screech-Owl - Megascops watsonii 3

Vermiculated Screech-Owl (Megascops 
guatemalae)

1

Spectacled Owl - Pulsatrix perspicillata 2

Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl - Glaucidium 
brasilianum

12

Mottled Owl - Ciccaba virgata 7

Nacunda Nighthawk - Chordeiles nacunda 2

Least Nighthawk - Chordeiles pusillus 36

Lesser Nighthawk - Chordeiles acutipennis 51

Band-tailed Nighthawk - Nyctiprogne leucopyga 58

Common Pauraque - Nyctidromus albicollis 41

Rufous Nightjar - Caprimulgus rufus 2

White-tailed Nightjar - Caprimulgus cayennensis 9

Blackish Nightjar - Caprimulgus nigrescens 8

Ladder-tailed Nightjar - Hydropsalis climacocerca 1

Great Potoo - Nyctibius grandis 3

Long-tailed Potoo - Nyctibius aethereus 1

Common Potoo - Nyctibius griseus 4

White-winged Potoo - Nyctibius leucopterus 2

Chapman’s Swift - Chaetura chapmani 12

Short-tailed Swift - Chaetura brachyura 99

Band-rumped Swift - Chaetura spinicaudus 492

Gray-rumped Swift - Chaetura cinereiventris 10

Fork-tailed Palm-Swift - Tachornis squamata 43

Crimson Topaz - Topaza pella 1

White-necked Jacobin - Florisuga mellivora 5

Pale-tailed Barbthroat - Threnetes leucurus 3

Long-tailed Hermit - Phaethornis superciliosus 15

Streak-throated Hermit - Phaethornis rupurumii 1

Reddish Hermit - Phaethornis ruber 17

Sooty-capped Hermit - Phaethornis augusti 1

Black-eared Fairy - Heliothryx auritus 12

White-tailed Goldenthroat - Polytmus guainumbi 1

Green-throated Mango - Anthracothorax 
viridigula

3

Racket-tailed Coquette - Discosura longicaudus 2

Long-billed Starthroat - Heliomaster longirostris 1

Blue-tailed Emerald - Chlorostilbon mellisugus 1

Blue-chinned Sapphire - Chlorestes notata 7

Gray-breasted Sabrewing - Campylopterus 
largipennis

5

Fork-tailed Woodnymph - Thalurania furcata 4

White-chested Emerald - Amazilia brevirostris 6

Plain-bellied Emerald - Amazilia leucogaster 22

Glittering-throated Emerald - Amazilia fimbriata 66

Rufous-throated Sapphire - Hylocharis sapphirina 6

White-chinned Sapphire - Hylocharis cyanus 1
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Black-tailed Trogon - Trogon melanurus 5

Green-backed Trogon - Trogon viridis 8

Guianan Trogon - Trogon violaceus 13

Black-throated Trogon - Trogon rufus 1

Ringed Kingfisher - Megaceryle torquata 29

Amazon Kingfisher - Chloroceryle amazona 11

Green Kingfisher - Chloroceryle americana 13

Green-and-rufous Kingfisher - Chloroceryle inda 1

American Pygmy Kingfisher - Chloroceryle aenea 4

Guianan Puffbird - Notharchus macrorhynchos 1

Pied Puffbird - Notharchus tectus 5

Spotted Puffbird - Bucco tamatia 5

Black Nunbird - Monasa atra 17

Swallow-winged Puffbird - Chelidoptera 
tenebrosa

115

Green-tailed Jacamar - Galbula galbula 9

Paradise Jacamar - Galbula dea 4

Great Jacamar - Jacamerops aureus 15

Green Aracari - Pteroglossus viridis 17

Black-necked Aracari - Pteroglossus aracari 48

Guianan Toucanet - Selenidera culik 7

Toco Toucan - Ramphastos toco 2

White-throated Toucan - Ramphastos tucanus 72

Channel-billed Toucan - Ramphastos vitellinus 45

Golden-spangled Piculet - Picumnus exilis 4

White-bellied Piculet - Picumnus spilogaster 4

Yellow-tufted Woodpecker - Melanerpes 
cruentatus

2

Golden-collared Woodpecker - Veniliornis cassini 6

Blood-colored Woodpecker - Veniliornis 
sanguineus

4

Yellow-throated Woodpecker - Piculus flavigula 17

Waved Woodpecker - Celeus undatus 24

Chestnut Woodpecker - Celeus elegans 3

Cream-colored Woodpecker - Celeus flavus 7

Ringed Woodpecker - Celeus torquatus 2

Lineated Woodpecker - Dryocopus lineatus 10

Red-necked Woodpecker - Campephilus 
rubricollis

7

Crimson-crested Woodpecker - Campephilus 
melanoleucos

13

Hoary-throated Spinetail - Synallaxis kollari 2

Yellow-chinned Spinetail - Certhiaxis 
cinnamomeus

37

Buff-throated Foliage-gleaner - Automolus 
ochrolaemus

4

Olive-backed Foliage-gleaner - Automolus 
infuscatus

1

Plain Xenops - Xenops minutus 13

Plain-brown Woodcreeper - Dendrocincla 
fuliginosa

5

Wedge-billed Woodcreeper - Glyphorynchus 
spirurus

18

Cinnamon-throated Woodcreeper - 
Dendrexetastes rufigula

1

Strong-billed Woodcreeper - Xiphocolaptes 
promeropirhynchus

3

Amazonian Barred-Woodcreeper - 
Dendrocolaptes certhia

1

Straight-billed Woodcreeper - Dendroplex picus 7

Striped Woodcreeper - Xiphorhynchus obsoletus 4

Chestnut-rumped Woodcreeper - Xiphorhynchus 
pardalotus

30

Buff-throated Woodcreeper - Xiphorhynchus 
guttatus

34

Fasciated Antshrike - Cymbilaimus lineatus 8

Great Antshrike - Taraba major 2

Black-crested Antshrike - Sakesphorus canadensis 24

Barred Antshrike - Thamnophilus doliatus 2

Mouse-colored Antshrike - Thamnophilus 
murinus

4

Northern Slaty-Antshrike - Thamnophilus 
punctatus

9

Dusky-throated Antshrike - Thamnomanes 
ardesiacus

26

Cinereous Antshrike - Thamnomanes caesius 12

Brown-bellied Antwren - Epinecrophylla 
gutturalis

2

Pygmy Antwren - Myrmotherula brachyura 2

Guianan Streaked-Antwren - Myrmotherula 
surinamensis

13

Rufous-bellied Antwren - Myrmotherula guttata 3

White-flanked Antwren - Myrmotherula axillaris 80

Long-winged Antwren - Myrmotherula 
longipennis

6

Gray Antwren - Myrmotherula menetriesii 11

Spot-tailed Antwren - Herpsilochmus sticturus 2

Todd’s Antwren - Herpsilochmus stictocephalus 3

White-fringed Antwren - Formicivora grisea 4

Dusky Antbird - Cercomacra tyrannina 22

Rio Branco Antbird - Cercomacra carbonaria 1

White-browed Antbird - Myrmoborus leucophrys 11

Guianan Warbling-Antbird - Hypocnemis 
cantator

15

Black-chinned Antbird - Hypocnemoides 
melanopogon

1

White-bellied Antbird - Myrmeciza longipes 13
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Ferruginous-backed Antbird - Myrmeciza 
ferruginea

9

Black-throated Antbird - Myrmeciza atrothorax 1

White-plumed Antbird - Pithys albifrons 3

Rufous-throated Antbird - Gymnopithys rufigula 7

Spot-backed Antbird - Hylophylax naevius 1

Scale-backed Antbird - Willisornis poecilinotus 3

Rufous-capped Antthrush - Formicarius colma 3

Black-faced Antthrush - Formicarius analis 4

Thrush-like Antpitta - Myrmothera campanisona 11

Southern Beardless-Tyrannulet - Camptostoma 
obsoletum

4

Mouse-colored Tyrannulet - Phaeomyias murina 2

Yellow Tyrannulet - Capsiempis flaveola 4

Bearded Tachuri - Polystictus pectoralis 1

Crested Doradito - Pseudocolopteryx sclateri 3

Yellow-crowned Tyrannulet - Tyrannulus elatus 1

Forest Elaenia - Myiopagis gaimardii 2

Gray Elaenia - Myiopagis caniceps 1

Yellow-crowned Elaenia - Myiopagis flavivertex 3

Yellow-bellied Elaenia - Elaenia flavogaster 10

Small-billed Elaenia - Elaenia parvirostris 8

Plain-crested Elaenia - Elaenia cristata 8

Ochre-bellied Flycatcher - Mionectes oleagineus 2

McConnell’s Flycatcher - Mionectes macconnelli 8

Sepia-capped Flycatcher - Leptopogon 
amaurocephalus

2

Northern Scrub-Flycatcher - Sublegatus arenarum 2

Pale-tipped Tyrannulet - Inezia caudata 4

Short-tailed Pygmy-Tyrant - Myiornis ecaudatus 2

Helmeted Pygmy-Tyrant - Lophotriccus galeatus 11

Pale-eyed Pygmy-Tyrant - Atalotriccus pilaris 5

Spotted Tody-Flycatcher - Todirostrum 
maculatum

3

Common Tody-Flycatcher - Todirostrum 
cinereum

8

Painted Tody-Flycatcher - Todirostrum pictum 2

Olivaceous Flatbill - Rhynchocyclus olivaceus 1

Grey-crowned Flycatcher - Tolmomyias 
poliocephalus

2

Yellow-margined Flycatcher - Tolmomyias 
assimilis

2

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher - Tolmomyias 
flaviventris

16

Cinnamon-crested Spadebill - Platyrinchus 
saturatus

2

Whiskered Flycatcher - Myiobius barbatus 3

Vermilion Flycatcher - Pyrocephalus rubinus 10

Pied Water-Tyrant - Fluvicola pica 7

White-headed Marsh Tyrant - Arundinicola 
leucocephala

21

Cinnamon Attila - Attila cinnamomeus 1

Bright-rumped Attila - Attila spadiceus 2

Grayish Mourner - Rhytipterna simplex 1

Dusky-capped Flycatcher - Myiarchus tuberculifer 7

Swainson’s Flycatcher - Myiarchus swainsoni 1

Short-crested Flycatcher - Myiarchus ferox 2

Brown-crested Flycatcher - Myiarchus tyrannulus 12

Lesser Kiskadee - Pitangus lictor 24

Great Kiskadee - Pitangus sulphuratus 171

Boat-billed Flycatcher - Megarynchus pitangua 20

Rusty-margined Flycatcher - Myiozetetes 
cayanensis

97

Yellow-throated Flycatcher - Conopias parvus 1

Streaked Flycatcher - Myiodynastes maculatus 5

Piratic Flycatcher - Legatus leucophaius 6

White-throated Kingbird - Tyrannus albogularis 3

Tropical Kingbird - Tyrannus melancholicus 133

Gray Kingbird - Tyrannus dominicensis 3

Fork-tailed Flycatcher - Tyrannus savana 68

Guianan Red-Cotinga - Phoenicircus carnifex 9

Guianan Cock-of-the-rock - Rupicola rupicola 5

Crimson Fruitcrow - Haematoderus militaris 7

Purple-throated Fruitcrow - Querula purpurata 27

Capuchinbird - Perissocephalus tricolor 34

Spangled Cotinga - Cotinga cayana 4

Screaming Piha - Lipaugus vociferans 182

Pompadour Cotinga - Xipholena punicea 10

Blue-backed Manakin - Chiroxiphia pareola 10

Black Manakin - Xenopipo atronitens 2

White-crowned Manakin - Pipra pipra 8

Golden-headed Manakin - Pipra erythrocephala 45

Black-tailed Tityra - Tityra cayana 9

Dusky Purpletuft - Iodopleura fusca 2

White-naped Xenopsaris - Xenopsaris albinucha 1

Pink-throated Becard - Pachyramphus minor 2

Red-eyed Vireo - Vireo olivaceus 15

Lemon-chested Greenlet - Hylophilus thoracicus 10

Ashy-headed Greenlet - Hylophilus pectoralis 7

Tawny-crowned Greenlet - Hylophilus 
ochraceiceps

2

Slaty-capped Shrike-Vireo - Vireolanius leucotis 2

Rufous-browed Peppershrike - Cyclarhis 
gujanensis

2

Cayenne Jay - Cyanocorax cayanus 32

White-banded Swallow - Atticora fasciata 20
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Southern Rough-winged Swallow - Stelgidopteryx 
ruficollis

24

Gray-breasted Martin - Progne chalybea 121

Brown-chested Martin - Progne tapera 30

White-winged Swallow - Tachycineta albiventer 99

Barn Swallow - Hirundo rustica 156

Bicolored Wren - Campylorhynchus griseus 62

Coraya Wren - Pheugopedius coraya 10

Buff-breasted Wren - Cantorchilus leucotis 6

House Wren - Troglodytes aedon 29

Long-billed Gnatwren - Ramphocaenus 
melanurus

5

Tropical Gnatcatcher - Polioptila plumbea 12

Pale-breasted Thrush - Turdus leucomelas 37

Cocoa Thrush - Turdus fumigatus 1

Tropical Mockingbird - Mimus gilvus 102

Yellowish Pipit - Anthus lutescens 1

Northern Waterthrush - Parkesia noveboracensis 12

Prothonotary Warbler - Protonotaria citrea 1

Yellow Warbler - Setophaga petechia 27

Blackpoll Warbler - Setophaga striata 1

Golden-crowned Warbler - Basileuterus 
culicivorus

1

Flavescent Warbler - Myiothlypis flaveolus 2

Bananaquit - Coereba flaveola 35

Hooded Tanager - Nemosia pileata 3

Bicolored Conebill - Conirostrum bicolor 3

Yellow-backed Tanager - Hemithraupis flavicollis 2

Flame-crested Tanager - Tachyphonus cristatus 4

White-shouldered Tanager - Tachyphonus 
luctuosus

2

White-lined Tanager - Tachyphonus rufus 7

Silver-beaked Tanager - Ramphocelus carbo 132

Blue-gray Tanager - Thraupis episcopus 200

Palm Tanager - Thraupis palmarum 271

Turquoise Tanager - Tangara mexicana 6

Paradise Tanager - Tangara chilensis 20

Spotted Tanager - Tangara punctata 9

Bay-headed Tanager - Tangara gyrola 8

Burnished-buff Tanager - Tangara cayana 7

Black-faced Dacnis - Dacnis lineata 1

Blue Dacnis - Dacnis cayana 25

Green Honeycreeper - Chlorophanes spiza 5

Purple Honeycreeper - Cyanerpes caeruleus 9

Red-legged Honeycreeper - Cyanerpes cyaneus 1

Swallow Tanager - Tersina viridis 2

Grayish Saltator - Saltator coerulescens 1

Buff-throated Saltator - Saltator maximus 1

Slate-colored Grosbeak - Saltator grossus 3

Blue-black Grassquit - Volatinia jacarina 20

Gray Seedeater - Sporophila intermedia 1

Plumbeous Seedeater - Sporophila plumbea 12

Lined Seedeater - Sporophila lineola 4

Ruddy-breasted Seedeater - Sporophila minuta 19

Chestnut-bellied Seed-Finch - Oryzoborus 
angolensis

4

Grassland Yellow-Finch - Sicalis luteola 21

Wedge-tailed Grass-Finch - Emberizoides 
herbicola

14

Red-capped Cardinal - Paroaria gularis 119

Grassland Sparrow - Ammodramus humeralis 93

Yellow-green Grosbeak - Caryothraustes 
canadensis

10

Rose-breasted Chat - Granatellus pelzelni 3

Blue-black Grosbeak - Cyanocompsa cyanoides 3

Red-breasted Blackbird - Sturnella militaris 35

Eastern Meadowlark - Sturnella magna 12

Carib Grackle - Quiscalus lugubris 30

Shiny Cowbird - Molothrus bonariensis 32

Giant Cowbird - Molothrus oryzivorus 104

Orange-backed Troupial - Icterus croconotus 5

Yellow Oriole - Icterus nigrogularis 26

Red-rumped Cacique - Cacicus haemorrhous 12

Yellow-rumped Cacique - Cacicus cela 116

Green Oropendola - Psarocolius viridis 45

Crested Oropendola - Psarocolius decumanus 28

Plumbeous Euphonia - Euphonia plumbea 5

Finsch’s Euphonia - Euphonia finschi 35

Violaceous Euphonia - Euphonia violacea 7

White-vented Euphonia - Euphonia minuta 2

Golden-sided Euphonia - Euphonia cayennensis 4

Hooded Siskin - Spinus magellanicus 1

Black Caiman Melanosuchus niger
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Mammals
Red-rumped Agouti (Dasyprocta leporine) 8 Surama, Atta, Iwokrama, Karanambu 

Black Spider Monkey (Ateles paniscus) 5 Wowetta, Surama, Iwokrama

Brown-capped Capuchin (Cebus apella) 8 ATTA, Iwokrama

Squirrel Monkey (Saimiri sciureus ) 4 Karanambu

Black-bearded Saki (Chiropotes chiropotes) x Karanambu

White-faced Saki Monkey (Pithecia pithecia) 1 Surama

Red Howler Monkey (Alouatta  macconnelli) 4 , heard Surama, Atta, Iwokrama

Southern Tamandua (Tamandua tetradactyla) 1 Tiger Woods Iwokrama

Kinkajou (Potos flavus) 2 Tiger Woods Iwokrama

Tayra (Eira barbara) 2 Surama Lodge, Atta Lodge

Jaguar (Panthera onca) 3 Atta, Iwokrama

Pale-throated sloth (Bradypus tridactylus) 1 Atta Canopy Walkway

opossum sp 1 Tiger Woods Iwokrama

Long-nosed Bat (Rhynchonycteris naso) x Karanambu

Lesser Bulldog Bat (fishes) (Nocilio albiventris) x Karanambu

Fishing Bat x Iwokrama Essequibo river.

rats 1 Tiger Woods Iwokrama

Crab-eating  Fox (Cerdocyon thous) 3 Ireng River, Lethum

Frogs:

Amazon Horned Frog (Ceratophrys cornuta) 1 Surama

Leptodactylid frog 3 Surama

Yellow and Black Poison Arrow Frog (Dendrobates 
leucomelas)

1 Wowetta

Reptiles
Black Caiman ((Melanosuchus niger)) 3,2 Essequibo, Karanambu

spectacled caiman (Caiman crocodilus) 2 Iwokrama Essequibo river.

Green Iguana or Common Iguana (Iguana iguana) 2 Karanambu

yellow-footed tortoise (Gecochelone denticulata) 1 Road Iwokrama to Atta

Spotted Tree Lizard (Tropidurus hispidus) x Rock View

Hemidactylus palaichthus, Antilles leaf-toed gecko 1 Suriama

Brown vine snake (Oxybelis aeneus) 1 Road Iwokrama to Atta

Amazonian Tree Boa (Corallus hortulanus) 1 Iwokrama Essequibo river.

Green Vine Snake (Oxybelis fulgidus) 1 Surama Lodge

Amazon Scarlet Snake (Pseudoboa coronata) 1 Surama Lodge

Fish & Other
Violet Cattleya Orchid (Cattleya violacea) 1 Karanambu

Giant Water Lily (Victoria amazonica) x Karanambu

Reticulate Planthopper (Atta) (Pterodictya reticularis) x Karanambu

Tiger Catfish (Iwokrama) (Pseudoplatystoma tigrinum) x Iwokrama Essequibo river.

River stingrays  Potamotrygonidae 3 Iwokrama Essequibo river.
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Violet Cattleya Orchid  Cattleya violacea Giant Water Lily  Victoria amazonica 

Yellow-footed tortoise Gecochelone denticulata   Wasp at antswarm   

Brown vine snake Oxybelis aeneus   Finding our guide in Karasabai   

Sun Parakeet Aratinga solstitialis   Caracara over a fire at Karasabai   
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