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Introduction 
Having birded the north-west and north-east of India the next logical place 
was the south, in particular the Western Ghats, which exclusively hold 20 
commonly recognised endemics, plus a number of south Indian endemics. 
Also, the recently published Birds of South East Asia: The Ripley Guide by 
Pamela Rasmussen and John C. Anderton proposes that a number of new 
splits should be considered. These birds are referred to as “Pammy Splits” 
(PS) in the report checklist.  After a bit of research it appeared that a clean-up 
was possible in a week and February was a great time to go. As usual I was 
joined by Chris and again by Mike from Hong Kong; it’s getting to be a regular 
India team. The trip proved very successful with all but one of the established 
endemics being seen and only one “Pammy Split” being missed.  
 
Logistics 
As usual time was our problem, as we only had a week. With this limitation it 
was essential that we found the best guide to help us with our quest.  Various 
enquiries all came up with the same name: K.V. Eldhose 
(http://www.earthfoot.org/guides/eldhose.htm) of Thattakkad, Kerala.  We 
were not disappointed. Eldhose’s knowledge of the birds and culture was 
stunning, his use of tapes was very limited and he ensured that we maximised 
birding from dawn till dusk. Previously he has worked for several tour 
companies but recently he has branched out on his under the name Birding 
Southern India (www.birdinginsouthindia.com). He organised all the logistics 
including transport and hotels and was very accommodating in our requests to 
changes to the itinerary dependant upon our success. Using his services is 
certainly highly recommended.  
  
Accommodation and Food 
We stayed in a combination of small hotels and homestays throughout our 
trip, with one night at a lodge. Although the homestays were basic we found 
them to be very clean and comfortable and the people who ran them very 
accommodating.  
 
The hotels were generally acceptable, with the exception of one at Ooty, 
which was really not up-to-scratch. At Nagarhole we stayed at the spiffy 
Cicada Lodge, with a price tag to go with it. 
 
As with all our trips to India we became vegetarians for the week. The strategy 
worked and none of us had any major stomach problems.  
 
Weather 
The weather was generally good throughout the stay, though it did vary. At 
Thattakad it was hot and very humid, but coming from Hong Kong that was 
not a big problem. In the mountains at Munnar and Ooty it cooled down and 
humidity decreased, making it very pleasant for birding. The plains between 
Munnar and Ooty were dry and very hot, as were Mudumalai and Nagarhole. 
We did encounter a few spots of rain during the last few days but not enough 
to affect birding.   
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Sites 
 
Thatakkad 
This is Eldhose’s stomping ground so he had the whole place pretty well 
staked out. We stayed at a very nice homestay (Kumbalakkudyil House 
junglebirdhomestay@yahoo.com), located just inside the Salim Ali Bird 
Sanctuary, where it appears most independent birders stay. From here we 
birded along the track through the reserve, from which we saw Grey-headed 
Bulbul, our first endemic.  
 
We also birded an open area about 2km from the bird reserve entrance, 
where Eldhose had pair of Mottled Wood Owls staked out; this was also a 
roosting site for Red Spurfowl. The first evening was spent watching a small 
pool of water on the edge of the reserve; this turned out to be the only place 
where we saw White-bellied Blue Flycatcher. The pool is maintained by 
Eldhose and a good variety of birds come to drink at dusk. In addition there 
were two Indian Pittas in the adjacent forest. We spent two nights looking for 
night birds along the main forest track, but success was somewhat limited. 
 
The main birding area away from the reserve is above Idamalayar Dam, as 
this is the best area for Wynaad Laughingthrush. The dam is about 40 
minutes’ drive from the main reserve entrance. From the dam a track zigzags 
up the hill, passes through a short tunnel and then carries on through some 
excellent forest. We drove up to the good forest and then walked back down 
to the dam. The area was very birdy, though we didn’t really do it justice as 
time was against us. We connected fairly easily with Wynaad Laughingthrush 
though people do struggle. 
 
Munnar 
This hill station is surrounded by tea plantations, with birding restricted to a 
number of small areas of remaining natural forest (sholas) and the high   
grasslands 
 

We stopped at a couple 
of these sholas and 
found Nilgiri Flycatcher 
and White bellied Robin 
fairly easily. 
 
The main site for the 
Nilgiri Pipit is the 
National Park. 
However, the park is 
usually closed during 
the breeding season 
(February-March) of the 
endemic Nilgiri Tahr (a 
type of mountain goat). 
However, we found the 
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Pipits at the Grassbird site on top of the ridge where they had been seen 
before.  
 
Cardamom Tea Estate, which contains an extensive wooded valley viewable 
from the roadl; is the place to see Nilgiri Wood Pigeon. We struggled. The 
best time to see them is in late afternoon when up to about five or more move 
up from the dense cover of the trees where they have been feeding all day to 
the tops of the trees before flying off to roost. On the first evening two birds 
were seen by two members of the team flying to roost but despite waiting until 
dusk no more were seen. The following day, thanks to the sharp eyes of 
Eldhose, a bird was spotted in the middle of a tree close to the road. 
 
The Broad-tailed Grassbird is found on the grassy slopes above the 

Deshadan Resort.  
We made the mistake 
of not being there at 
first light and hence 
despite two visits we 
failed to get a sniff 
even with a tape. It’s 
a steep but shortish 
walk up from the 
resort, the grass 
starting immediately 
above the tree line. 
We found Nilgiri Pipit 
along the extensive 
ridge line. 
 

 
 
Bodhi Ghat  
This is located about a one hour’s drive east from Munnar along the road that 
winds it way down the mountain to the plains of Tamil Nadu below.  We birded 
from the road between km points 106 and 107, close to the bottom. This is the 
main site for Yellow-throated Bulbuls. We visited the area early morning and 
found it very birdy, finding four species of bulbul in the two hours we spent 
there. People do struggle during the heat of the day, however. 
 
Ooty 
After the delights of Munnar we found this area to be a bit depressing, 
although it did produce the birds. The area is another hill station with 
extensive tea plantations, but nowhere near as nice as Munnar. We 
concentrated our birding at Cairnhill Forest, a small area of forest just outside 
the main town. Black-and-orange Flycatcher was easy here, as was the other 
race/species of Robin. It’s not a very large area. We spent quite a bit of time 
looking for Nilgiri Thrush here, but with no luck. We also spent an afternoon 
birding the water tank area of Fernhill Palace. Basically it’s an area of 
grassland with a few bushes and, although not extensive, it did produce 
Kashmir Flycatcher and Black-and-orange Flycatcher. 
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On two occasions we drove to the Jungle Lodge at Kalhaty, about 10km out of 
town, looking for Nilgiri Thrush. This lush valley was again very birdy but again 
we failed to see the thrush. We also visited the waterfall just above the lodge. 
 
Mudumalai 
Mudumalai is an area of hot acacia-dominated plain at the foot of the hills 
leading to Ooty on the eastern side. We didn’t actually visit the reserve but 
birded from the road, starting where the plain began, and covering a stretch of 
about 20 Km. We made a number of forages into the surrounding acacia 
scrub and the few dry agricultural fields, which held Malabar Lark. It was hot 
but produced most of the birds. However, I’m sure it would have produced 
more if we had been there at first light. 
 
Nagarhole 
Nagarhole (in Karnataka State) is reputed to be the best place to see Tiger in 
Southern India. It is a massive reserve and the only way to view the area is by 
organised game watching boat or jeep trips.  We did one of each.  It was not 
on the original agenda but added as we had basically cleaned up and had a 
couple of days spare and Chris was convinced it was third time lucky for 
Tiger. We also birded around the Cicada camp where we were staying and 
along the access road to the camp which although degraded was very birdy, 
even in the middle of the day. Although no Tiger was seen we did see a 
number of good birds 
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Itinerary 
 
Friday 1st February 
Departed Hong Kong on the 22.20, arriving in Delhi at 2am in the morning. 
 
Saturday 2nd February 
It took over two hours for the bags to come through. Delhi International Airport 
must rank high in the worst international airport stakes and they don’t seem to 
be doing anything about it. When we did eventually get our bags we were 
transitted to the domestic terminal where we waited for our 7am flight to 
Cochin. It was a three-hour flight and, as promised, Eldhose was there to 
meet us. 
 
We were loaded into a vehicle and headed to Thattakad, about an hour’s 
drive from the airport, where we checked into our basic but very nice 
homestay. We quickly had lunch and then walked along the track through the 
reserve.  It was not long before we had very brief views of Grey-headed 
Bulbul, our first endemic.  

Indian Pitta 

 
The latter part of the day was spent in an open area on the edge of the forest 
where Eldhose maintains a small water hole. As evening approached birds 
started to drop in to drink and/or bathe and soon we had Indian Blue Robin, 
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher and White-bellied Blue Flycatcher drinking from the 
pool and a pair of Indian Pittas in a gully adjacent to our view point. It was a 
good start to the trip. 
 
We returned to the homestay briefly, before heading along the forest track 
taking a number of small side tracks looking for night birds. Very soon a 
Ceylon Frogmouth started to call and then another and another. In the end 
there were about 20 calling. We eventually managed to get great views of bird 
perched.   
 



 7 

 
Ceylon Frogmouth 

 
Exhausted we returned to the homestay, had a quick dinner and beer and 
retired. 
 
Sunday 3rd February 
Up at first light, we were soon at a clearing where we met Elhose who 
promptly showed us two Mottled Wood Owls. 

 
We then headed towards Idamalayar 
about an hour’s drive from Thattakkad, 
parked at the dam and transferred to a 
4-wheel drive jeep. We drove up a 
rough, steep track, passing through a 
tunnel before being dropped off to 
continue on foot, birding along the 
track through the lush forest. 
 
Even though it was now midmorning it 
was very birdy. After about an hour the 
target Wynaad Laughingthrush was 
heard calling, and eventually a party of 

Wynaad Laughingthrush  
about 30 birds were seen. We headed back along the trail though the tunnel 
and down to the dam where our car was waiting. 
 
We drove back to Thattakkad, where, after a very late lunch, we headed along 
the same track as yesterday, this time getting excellent views of Grey-headed 
Bulbul at the same site as the previous day. 
 
We walked back to the homestay and then drove the short distance to a 
plantation known by Eldhose as “Cuckoo plantation”. It lived up to its name 
and within an hour we had seen four species of cuckoo. 
 



 8 

The last part of the day was spent looking for Red Spurfowl adjacent to 
Eldhose’s house, but with no luck. As we headed back to the homestay we 
stopped and had great views of a Jerdon’s Nightjar perched on a stump. 
 
Arrived back at the home stay to find Mike Prince, who we had met last year 
in North-east India. Spent the evening catching up over a few beers. 
  
Monday 4th February 
We set off on foot into the forest at 3am to look for night birds.  Within a few 
minutes of leaving we heard a distant Forest Eagle Owl calling but it failed to 
respond. We spent the next 2.5 hours walking through the forest and although 
we heard Brown Hawk, Oriental Scops and another Forest Eagle Owl, we saw 
none of them. At 6am we arrived back at the home stay had a quick cup of tea 
then headed to Red Spurfowl roosting site. After a short wait just as it was 
becoming light two birds started to call and eventually one dropped down from 
a tree and sat on a rock for a while before diving into cover. We also heard 
Mottled Wood Owl calling, our fourth owl of the day.  
 

Very happy with the 
Spurfowl we set off 
towards Munnar, 
stopping en route for a 
break at a roadside tea 
house which apart from a 
nice cup of tea proved 
very productive for birds. 
One and half hours later 
we arrived in Munnar and 
after checking into 
another homestay 
headed to a couple of 
small sholas on the  

Nilgiri Flycatcher 

outskirts of the town. 
 
Both proved very good and we soon added White-bellied Blue Robin, Black-
and-orange Flycatcher and Nilgiri Flycatcher to the list. After lunch we headed 
to the grasslands above the Deshadan Resort stopping en route at a small 
pool that yielded a number of trip ticks. We parked at the Resort and 
continued on foot to the grass covered slopes. It was a shortish but steep 
ascent. We then spent a number of hours trying all sorts of tactics, from 
walking through the grass to playback, in the hope of seeing the Grassbird but 
with no luck. With the National Park closed we knew this was our only chance 
of seeing Nilgiri Pipit so we headed up higher to the ridge line and it was not 
long before we flushed at least one bird. 
 
By now it was getting late and we wanted to make sure we were at the 
Cardamom Estate in time for the Pigeons to fly off to roost so reluctantly we 
headed down and positioned ourselves at a vantage point overlooking the 
trees in the valley. Despite staying until dusk the only sighting was of two birds  
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seen by two of us very 
briefly. Not the best end 
to the day. 
 
Returned to our 
homestay having spent 
15 hours in the field and 
after a quick dinner we 
retired as we had yet 
another early start. 
 
 
 

Nilgiri Pipit 

 
Tuesday 5th February 
We had decided that as a number of people had struggled with the Yellow-
throated Bulbul in the middle of the day we would try and be there at first light.  
 

We therefore set off at 4.30am and 
headed to Bodhi Ghat stopping for tea 
en route. Our timing was just right as 
we arrived just as it was getting light.  
 
Although many Bubuls could be heard 
calling it took half an hour before they 
started to emerge from the bushes as 
the air warmed up. Almost immediately 
a pair of Yellow-throated Bulbuls were 
located. With the target bird bagged 
we continued birding along the side of 
the road for another hour picking up 
four more species of bulbul and a 
number of other trip ticks. 
 

Yellow-throated Bulbul 
 

We retraced our steps to Munnar and headed to the Cardamom Estate, 
hoping that we might find a pigeon sitting in a tree. After about an hour we 
had almost given up when Eldhose somehow managed to find one perched 
deep inside a thick bush. Pleased with this we decided to give the Grassbird 
another try but after an hour of walking through the grass and seeing nothing 
that resembled one we decided to cut our losses as we had a long seven hour 
drive to Ooty. We returned to Munnar town and after a quick lunch 
commenced the drive to Ooty, winding our way down through the hills across 
the dry Tamil Nadu plain, where we stopped en route at a large wetland, 
pulling in even more of trip ticks. It was a long drive and we eventually arrived 
at Ooty at 22.30, checked into a poor hotel and crashed . 
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Wednesday 6th February  
Up before first light and headed to Cairnhill Forest arriving just after first light. 

Black-and-orange Flycatcher 

 
It was not long before we found the target bird, Nilgiri Blue Robin, in the 
bushes, just in the first part of the trail. We then spent another hour birding the 
area, getting good views of Black-and-orange Flycatcher. 

 
As there was no sign of 
Nilgiri Thrush we decided to 
try Jungle Camp at Kalhatty 
where they had been seen 
previously but despite an 
extensive search we failed 
to locate one. We then 
headed to back to Ooty and 
very quickly found two 
Kerala Laughingthrushes 
along a track close to 
Cairnhill. It was now time for 
lunch, so we returned to 
Ooty. Having seen the target 
birds with the exception of 
the thrush we decided to 
spend the afternoon at 
Fernhill Palace on the 
outskirts of Ooty, exploring 
the open area around the  

Kerala Laughingthrush 

water tank and the surrounding trees hoping to connect with the thrush. Whilst 
looking we came across a stunning male Kashmir Flycatcher, for me the bird 
of the trip, as it was not really expected. 
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Again we had no luck with the 
thrush so with desperation setting 
in we headed back to Cairnhill for 
dusk but it was in vain. No 
Thrush! As last night’s hotel left a 
lot to be desired we checked into 
a spiffy hotel for the night and 
celebrated my birthday over what 
else but a curry. We could have 
been in UK, except that the cable 
TV service in the hotel carried no 
fewer than three cricket channels! 
 

Kashmir Flycatcher 
 

Thursday 7th February 
We started the day exploring the valley at Jungle Camp looking for Nilgiri 
Thrush, which again eluded us. One last effort was made at a waterfall about 
2km back towards Ooty but again with no joy. We then headed down out of 
the hills and birded the thorn scrub and agricultural fields between the foothills 
and the town of Mudumalai.  

The morning proved fairly 
successful with both 
Malabar Lark and 
Jerdon’s Bushlark. 
However despite much 
searching we could not 
find any minivets. A final 
stop produced a roosting 
Indian Nightjar. 
 
After lunch we 
commenced the journey 
north to Nagarhole 
stopping en route at a 
small wetland area where 
we added a few more trip 
ticks. 
 

Malabar Lark 

 
The journey was longer than we thought mainly because the final section of 
the road was very rough.However we eventually arrived at the very upmarket 
Cicada Lodge late in the evening.  
 
Friday 8th February  
Up and showered by 6.30 and, after a cup of tea and as dawn was breaking, 
we boarded the boat and headed up river looking for Tiger. We cruised along 
the shore but although we did see a number of other animals we yet again 
failed to see a Tiger.   
 
We did, however, see our third hornbill of the trip, when two Malabar Pied 
Hornbills were spotted sitting on top of a fruiting tree.  
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As the next trip into the 
reserve was not until late 
afternoon we decided to bird 
the surrounding scrub and 
plantation along the entrance 
road to the lodge and despite 
being the habitat being very 
degraded and it being the 
middle of the day we saw a 
good number of birds, 
including Indian Black Ibis. 
 
 
 
 
 

Malabar Pied Hornbill 

  
We returned to the lodge for a late lunch and then birded the grounds before 
heading off for an evening jeep ride - a final look for Tiger. Again no luck; will 
we ever see one? 

 
Returned at dark to the lodge, 
checked out and headed to the coast 
on one of the worst roads I have ever 
driven on. It took us over two hours to 
do 20km!! Eventually we got to the 
Kerala state border and the road 
improved as we descended to the 
coast, arriving at Calicut, where we 
checked into a hotel. 
 
  
 

Indian Black Ibis 

 
 
Saturday 9th February  
This was the only day of the trip without an early morning start. Commenced 

the long haul south to Cochin along the 
coastal road calling in at a small coastal 
reserve where a number of waders were 
added to the trip list. 
 
As we had a long way to go we carried 
on south and just after lunch stopped at 
a tidal lagoon near Parur where again a 
number of birds were added to the trip 
list. We again continued south and made 
our last stop at an extensive area of 
paddies where our final trip ticks were 
added. 

Oriental Darter 
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As usual we left it a bit late and due to heavy traffic it was a bit touch and go if 
we would make it to the airport on time, but luck was on our side. At the 
airport we said our goodbyes to Eldhose and driver, both of whom were great 
company and skilled in their jobs. We then caught the late flight to Delhi via 
Mumbai. Once in Dehli checked into our usual hotel close to the airport for a 
few hours rest before our flight home.  
 
Sunday 10th February 
Left Delhi early morning, arriving back in Hong Kong mid-afternoon, after yet 
another successful India trip. Maybe next year we will devote our time to 
looking for Tiger. 
 

Systematic List 
WG Endemic = Western Ghat Endemic 
SI Endemic = Southern India Endemic 
PS = Pammy Split 
All dates refer to February 2008 

 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Four on a small pool at Munnar on 4th, one at the wetland en route to Ooty on 
5th, two at the wetland en route to Nagarhole and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis  
Three at a wetland en route to Ooty on 5th. 
 
Indian Shag Phalacrocorax fuscicollis 
Singles recorded at wetland sites on the 5th, 7th and 9th.   
  
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo  
Fifty at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Little Cormorant  Phalacrocorax niger 
Up to 20 seen daily at Thattakkad and Nagarhole. Forty along the coast on 
9th. 
 
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster  
Seen at Thattakkad, at the wetland en route to Ooty, at Nagarhole and at the 
coast.  
 
Western Reef-heron Egretta gularis  
A total of 30 along the coast on 9th. 
 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta  
One at Thattakkad on 3rd, two at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th, ten 
at Nagarhole on 8th and many along the coast on 9th. 
 
Great Egret Egretta alba 

One at Thattakkad on 2nd, eight at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th, 

ten at Nagarhole on 8th and many along the coast on 9th. 
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Intermediate Egret Egretta intermedia 
Up to 20 seen at Thatakkad, the wetland en route to Ooty, the wetland en 
route to Nagarhole, Nagarhole and along the coast. 
  
Eastern Cattle Egret  Bubulcus coromandus  
Recorded at all wetland sites with a maximum of 13 between Ooty and 
Nagarhole. 
 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 
Small numbers recorded at the larger wetland sites and coastal areas.   
 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  
One at the wetland en route to Ooty on 5th, four at Nagarhole on 8th and three 
along the coast on 9th. 
 
Indian Pond-heron Ardeola grayii 
Recorded on seven days with a maximum of 20 at the wetland en route to 
Nagarhole on 7th.  
 
Black-crowned Night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax  
Three at the wetland en route to Ooty on 5th   and three at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Black Bittern Dupetor flavicollis  
One on a small marsh at Munnar on 4th. 
 
Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans  
One en route to Nagarhole on 7th and forty at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus  
Fifteen at Nagarhole on 8th and two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala   
Nine at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th. 
 
Black-headed Ibis Threskiomis melanoceohalus   
Up to six recorded at the wetland en route to Nagarhole, Nagarhole and in the 
coastal area. 
 
Indian Black Ibis Pseudibis papillosa  
Eight at Nagarhole along the camp entrance road on 8th. 
 
Lesser Whistling-duck Dendrocygna javanica  
Eighty at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
 
Common Teal Anas crecca  
Ten at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th. 
 
Garganey Anas querquedula 
Up to ten seen at the wetland sites and at Nagarhole.  
 
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata  
Ten at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th.  
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Northern Pintail Anas acuta  
Ten at the wetland en route to Nagarhole 7th. 
 
Indian Spot-billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha  
Twenty at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Cotton Teal Nettapus coromandelianus  
Two at the wetland en route to Ooty on 5th.  Also, 27 at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 
One over grassland at Munnar 4th and 5th, and one over the wetland en route 
to Ooty on 5th.   
 
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 
Two en route to Nagarhole, five at Nagarhole and many along the coast.  

 
Brahminy Kite 

 
Black Kite Milvus migrans migrans/govinda  
Up to 20 recorded on the plains and along the coast. 
 
Besra Accipiter virgatus  
One at Munnar on 4th.  
 
Shikra Accipiter badius 
Two en route to Nagarhole on 7th and one at Nagarhole on 8th.  

 
Oriental Honey-buzzard  Pemis ptilorhyncus  
Up to five at Thattakkad, Munnar and Nagarhole. 
 
Crested Serpent-eagle Spilornis cheela   
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd and one there on 3rd.  
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Booted Eagle Hieraaetus pennatus 
One at Thattakkad on 3rd and one at Munnar on 4th. 
 
Crested Hawk-eagle Spizaetus cirrhatus  
One at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malayensis 
Three displaying over the grasslands above the Deshadan Resort, Munnar on 
4th. 
  
Indian Spotted Eagle Aquila hastata  
One at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th.                                                                                                                                      

 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus  
One at Nagarhole on 8th and two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Vulture sp. Gyps sp. 
One en route to Nagarhole on 7th.  
 
Harrier sp. Circus sp. 
One ‘ring-tailed’ type en route to Nagarhole on 7th.  
 
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus  
Two over the marsh en route to Ooty en 5th. Also, seven along the coast on 
9th.  
 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  
Only recorded at Munnar with two over the grassy hills there on 4th and one 
on 5th. 
 
Peregrine (Shaheen) Falcon Falco peregrinus peregrinator  
One at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
 
Grey Francolin Francolinus pondicerianus   
A total of 12 en route to Nagarhole on 7th and two at Nagarhole on 8th. 

   
Grey Francolin 
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Painted Bush-quail Perdicula erythrorhyncha  SI Endemic 
Heard in the grassland above the Deshadan Resort, Munnar on 4th. 
 
Yellow-legged Buttonquail Turnix tanki  
Two at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Red Spurfowl Galloperdix spadicea  SI Endemic 
Two at Thattakkad on 4th, one heard at Bodhi Ghat on 5th and three at 
Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Grey Junglefowl Gallus sonneratii  WG Endemic 
Seen or heard almost daily with a maximum of ten at Nagarhole on 8th. 

 
Grey Junglefowl 

 
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus  SI Endemic 
Two at Mudumalai on 7th and 25 at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus  
Up two birds seen at Thattakkad, Munnar and Nagarhole. 
 
Purple Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus  
Two at the marsh en route to Ooty, one en route to Nagarhole and up to 250 
at Nagarhole on 8th.  
 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
Two on a small marsh at Munnar on 4th and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra 
Twenty at a marsh en route to Ooty on 5th and six at Nagarhole on 8th.          
 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  
One at the wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th and two at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Bronze-winged Jacana Metopidius indicus  
Ten at Nagarhole on 8th. 
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Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus  
Four at the marsh en route to Ooty on 5th. Also two at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Small Pratincole Glareola lactea  
One at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus 
Up to eight recorded at Thattakkad, Nagarhole and along the coast.  
 
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus  SI Endemic 
Only seen at Mudumalai, with four there on 7th. 
 

 
Yellow - wattled Lapwing 

 
Grey Plover Pluialis squatarola 
One along the coast on 9th.  
 
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 
Nine along the coast on 9th. 
 
Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii  
Two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius curonicus   
Recorded at the marsh en route to Nagarhole, Nagarhole and along the coast. 
 
Kentish Plover Charadrius a. alexandrinus  
A total of 100 along the coast on 9th. 
 
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus  
Two seen and one heard along the coast on 9th. 
 
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinerius  
Ten along the coast on 9th. 
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Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  
Recorded at the marsh en route to Nagarhole, Nagarhole and along the coast. 
 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  
Recorded at the marsh en route to Nagarhole, Nagarhole and along the coast. 
 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  
Recorded at Munnar, the marsh en route to Nagarhole and Nagarhole. 
 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleuscos  
Small numbers recorded most days. 
 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis  
Two on the marsh en route to Nagarhole on 7th. Also one along the coast on 
9th. 
 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus  
Twenty along the coast on 9th. 
 
Spotted Redshank Tringa enythropus 
Two along the coast on 9th.  
 
Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea  
Two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Little Stint  Calidris minuta  
One at the marsh en route to Nagarhole on 7th. 
 
Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 
Two at the marsh en route to Nagarhole on 7th. 
 
Pintail Snipe Gallinago stenura  
One on the marsh at Munnar on 4th. Two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Heuglin's Gull Larus heuglini  
Thousands of large white-headed gulls along the coast on 9th  were presumed 
to belong to this taxon. 
 
Great Black-headed Gull Larus ichthyaetus 
Seventeen along the coast on 9th.  
 
Brown-headed Gull Larus brunnicephalus 
Two hundred along the coast on 9th.  
 
Common Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
Up to five hundred along the coast on 9th.  
 
Little Tern Sterna allbifrons pusilla  
Forty along the coast on 9th. 
 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo  
Up to sixty along the coast on 9th. 
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Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
One along the coast on 9th. 
 
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandwichensis 
One along the coast on 9th. 
 
River Tern Sterna aurantia  
Two at marsh en route to Nagarhole on 7th and two at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida  
Fifty daily at Thattakkad. Also a total of 150 along the coast on 9th. 
 

 
Whiskered Tern 

 
Rock Pigeon Columba livia  
Recorded daily. 
 
Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea 
Four at Thattakkad on 2nd and four at Nagarhole on 8th.  
 
Mountain Imperial-Pigeon Ducula badia  
Two heard at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
 
Nilgiri Wood Pigeon Columba elphinstonii  WG Endemic 
Two seen briefly in flight at Cardamom Estate Munnar on 3rd and one seen 
perched on 4th.  
 
Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis  
One en route to Ooty on 5th. Also three at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinesis  
Recorded almost daily. 
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Eurasian Collared  Dove Streptopelia decaoto  
Two en route to Ooty, six at Mudumalai and four at Nagarhole. 
 
Emerald Dove  Chalcophaps indica  
Seen daily at Thattakkad and Munnar. 
 
Grey-fronted Green-Pigeon Treron affinis 
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
 
Vernal Hanging-Parrot Loriculus vernalis  
Up to three seen daily at Thattakkad and one seen at a tea room stop en 
route to Munnar on 4th. 
 
Malabar Parakeet Psittacula columboides  WG Endemic 
Up to four seen daily in the Thattakkad and Munnar areas. Also, 30 at 
Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Plum-headed Parakeet Psittacula cyanocephala  SI Endemic 
Forty at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri  
Two at Munnar on 5th and two at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus 
One in the ‘cuckoo plantation’ at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
   
Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii  
One at Bodhi Ghat on 5th.  
 
‘Fork-tailed' Drongo-cuckoo Surniculus dicruroides  PS 
One in the ‘cuckoo plantation’ at Thattakkad on 3rd.   

 
‘Fork - tailed' Drongo-cuckoo 

 
Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus  
Six at Thattakkad on 3rd and one heard at Munnar on 4th. 
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Common Hawk-cuckoo Hierococcyx varius  
Five in the ‘cuckoo plantation’ at Thattakkad on 3rd. Also one at Mudumalai on 
7th and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Blue-faced Malkhoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris  SI Endemic 
One at Bodhi Ghat on 5th and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Southern Coucal Centropus parroti  
One seen and one heard at Thattakkad during 2-4th Febraury. Also one at 
Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Brown Hawk Owl Ninox scutulata 
At Thattakkad, two found roosting  on 2nd. Also two heard calling on 4th. 
   

 
Brown Hawk Owl 

 
Forest Eagle Owl Bubo nipalensis  
Two heard calling at Thattakkad on 4th. 
 
Mottled Wood Owl Strix ocellata  
Two seen at Thattakkad 3rd and one heard calling there on 4th. 
 
Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena 
At Thattakkad two heard and one seen 2nd.  
 
Oriental Scops Owl Otus sunia S races  
Three heard at Thattakkad on 4th. 
 
Jungle Owlet Glaucidium radiatum  
One at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Ceylon Frogmouth Batrachostomus moniliger  SI Endemic 
At Thattakkad up to 15 heard and one seen on 2nd and three heard on 4th. 
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Indian Jungle Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus 
One seen roosting at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis  SI Endemic 
At Thattakkad one seen on 3rd and one heard calling on 4th. 
 
Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne corohata  
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd, two at Mudumalai on 7th and two at Nagarhole on 
8th. 
 
Asian Palm-swift Cypsiurus balasiensis  
One at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor  SI Endemic 
Only seen at Thattakkad and Munnar, where up to 100 seen. 
  
Indian White-rumped Spinetail Zoonavena sylvatica  
Up to ten seen daily at Thattakkad. 
 
Little Swift Apus affinis  
Two over the wetland en route to Ooty on 5th and over 100 at Nagarhole on 
8th. 
 
Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 
One at Mudumalai on 7th and 15 over the camp entrance road at Nagarhole 
on 8th. 

 
Alpine Swift 

   
Brown-throated Needletail Hirundapus giganteus  
Up to twenty over the grasslands above the Deshadan Resort at Munnar on 
4th and 5th. 
 
Indian Roller Coracias b. benghalensis  
Two at Thattakkad on 3rd and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
Common Hoopoe Upupa epops ceylonensis  
Three at Mudumalai on 7th and eight at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Malabar Trogan Harpactes fasciatus  SI Endemic 
Three at Thattakkad on 3rd and four there on 4th. 
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Malabar Trogon 

 
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis 
One Nagarhole on 8th and two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Black-capped Kingfisher Halcyon pileata  
One along the coast on 9th. 
 
White-throated Kingfisher  Halcyon smyrnensis 
Seen on five out of seven days with a maximum of 6 along the coast on 9th.  
  
Lesser Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis  
Two at Thattakkad on 3rd and two at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis  
One at Ooty on 7th, three at Nagarhole on 8th and two along the coast on 9th. 
 
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti  
Two at Thattakkad on 3rd, one at the tea stop en route to Munnar on 4th, one 
at Bodhi Ghat on 5th and one at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus  
Up to six seen at Thattakkad, Nagarhole and along the coast. 

 
Blue-tailed Bee-eater 
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Little Green Bee-eater  Merops orientalis  
Only recorded at Thatakkad and Nagarhole. 
 
Blue-bearded Bee-eater  Nyctyornis athertoni 
Two at Thattakkad on 3rd and one at Jungle Lodge, Ooty on 6th. 
  
Malabar Grey Hornbill Ocyceros griseus  WG Endemic 
Only seen at Thattakkad with three on the 2nd and five on the 3rd. 

 
Malabar Grey Hornbill 

 
Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris  
Five at a roadside stop en route to Nagarhole on 7th. 

 
Indian Grey Hornbill 

 
Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus  SI Endemic 
Two perched in the top of a tree seen from the boat at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala 
Two at the Jungle Lodge, Ooty on 6th and 7th. 
  
Malabar Barbet Megalaima malabarica  PS 
At Thattakkad one heard on 2nd and one seen on 3rd. 
   
White-cheeked Barbet Megalaima viridis  WG Endemic 
Seen or heard on five days in most locations. 
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White-cheeked Barbet 

 
Brown-headed Barbet  Megalaima zeylonica  
Two at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
 
Heart-spotted Woodpecker  Hemicircus canente 
One at Thattakkad on 2nd and 3rd. 
 
Speckled Piculet  Picumnus innominatus 
One at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
 
Indian Pygmy Woodpecker  Dendrocopos nanus  
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
 
Streak-throated Woodpecker  Picus xanthopygaeus  
One at Jungle Lodge Ooty on 7th and one Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Black-rumped Flameback  Dinopium benghalense  
Up to ten seen daily at Thattakkad.  
 
White-bellied Woodpecker  Dryocopus javensis 
Two seen from the evening jeep ride at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
White-naped Flameback  Chrysocolaptes festivus  
One at Nagarhole camp on 8th. 
 
Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus  
At Thattakkad one on 2nd and two on 3rd. 
  
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyuran  SI Endemic 
Two at Thattakkad drinking pool on 2nd and one in scrub at Nagarhole camp 
on 8th. 
 
Jerdon’s Bushlark Mirafra affinis  PS 
Eight at Mudumalai on 7th and six around the camp at Nagarhole on 8th. 
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Jerdon’s Bushlark 
 

Oriental Skylark Alauda gulgula 
Three along the camp entrance road at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Malabar Lark Galerida malabarica  WG Endemic 
Two at Mudumalai on 7th and six along the camp entrance road at Nagarhole 
on 8th.  
 
Ashy-crowned Finch-lark Eremopterix griseus  SI Endemic 
Two along the camp entrance road at Nagarhole 8th. 
 
Dusky Crag-martin Ptyonoprogne concolor  
Twenty at Thattakkad on 3rd. Also, four at Munnar 4th and 5th. 
 
Hill Swallow Hirundo domicola  PS 
At Munnar ten on 4th and five on 5th. 
 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Seen at Munnar, Nagarhole, along the coast and the wetland side en route to 
Nagarhole. 
  
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica 
Seen at Thattakkad, Munnar and Mudumalai. 
  
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi  
Six at wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th and fifteen at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Small numbers recorded almost daily. 
  
White Wagtail Motacilla alba dukhunensis  
One at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
White-browed Wagtail Motacilla maderaspatensis  SI Endemic 
Up to two seen daily at Thattakkad, Munnar, Mudumalai and Nagarhole. 
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Blyth's Pipit Anthus godlewskii  
Four at Mudumalai on 7th and six along the camp entrance road at Nagarhole 
8th. 
 
Nilgiri Pipit Anthus nilghiriensis  WG Endemic 
One on the ridge at the grassy hillside area above Deshadan Resort, Munnar 
on 4th. 
  
Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis  
One of the dark southern Indian race at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
 
Ashy Wood Swallow Artamus fuscus 
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd and 3rd. Also 20 from the boat at Nagarhole on 8th. 
   
Malabar Woodshrike Tephrodornis sylvicola  
At Thattakkad three on 2nd and one on 3rd. Also three at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Pied Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus  
One at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Black-headed Cuckooshrike Coracina melanoptera  
At Thattakkad two on 2nd and one on 3rd. 
 
Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei 
Two at Mudumalai on 7th. 
  
Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus 
Two at Thattakkad on 3rd, ten at Munnar on 4th and two at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
  
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus 
Ten at Mudumalai on 7th. 
  
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonutus cafer  
First recorded at Bodhi Ghat and then recorded daily.  
 
Red-whiskered Bulbul Pycnonutus jocosus 
Recorded daily.  
 
Square-tailed Back Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa  PS 
Six at Munnar on 4th and four at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Flame-throated Bulbul Pycnonutus gularis  PS 
At Thattakkad seven on 2nd and one on 3rd. 
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Flame-throated Bulbul 

 
Yellow-throated Bulbul Pycnonutus xantholaemus  WG Endemic 
Four at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
  
Grey-headed Bulbul Pycnonutus priocephalus  WG Endemic 
At Thattakkad one on 2nd and three on 3rd. At Bodhi Ghat two on 5th. 
  
White-browed Bulbul Pycnonutus luteolus  SI Endemic 
Ten at Bodhi Ghat on 5th, one at Mudumalai on 7th and two at Nagarhole on 
8th. 
 
Yellow-browed Bulbul Iole indica  SI Endemic 
Up to ten seen at Thattakkad, Munnar and Jungle Lodge, Ooty . 
 
Common lora Aegithina tiphia 
Up to two see at Bodhi Ghat, Mudumalai and Jungle Lodge, Ooty. 
  
Gold-fronted Leafbird Chloropsis aurifrons 
At Thattakkad two on 2nd and 3rd. 
  
Jerdon's Leafbird  Chlorpsis jerdoni  
One at Bodhi Ghat on 5th . 
 
Asian Fairy-bluebird Irena puella 
Small numbers seen at a number of locations. 
   
‘Rufous-backed’ Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach erythronotus  
Three at Munnar on 4th and one at Nagarhole 8th. 
   
Brown Shrike Lanus c. cristatus 
Small numbers seen at a number of locations. 
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Brown Shrike 

 
Bay-backed Shrike Lanius vittatus 
Ten at Mudumalai on 7th. 
  
Black-naped Blue Monarch Hypothymis azurea 
Six at Thattakkad on 2nd and ten on 3rd. 
  
Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi  
Up to two seen daily at Thattakkad. One at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
 
White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola  
Two at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
White-spotted Fantail Rhipidura albogularis  PS 
Three at Ooty on 6th and one at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Blue Rock-thrush Monticola solirarius  
Two at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
 
Blue-headed Rock-thrush Monticola cinclorhynchus  
One at Munnar on 4th and one at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Orange-headed Thrush Zoothera citrina 
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
  
Malabar Whistling-thrush Myophonus horsfieldii  WG Endemic 
Singles seen at Thattakkad and Munnar. 
 
Indian Blackbird Turdus simillimus S races 
One at Thattakkad on 2nd.  Also four at Ooty on 6th and two at Jungle Lodge, 
Ooty on 7th.  
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White-bellied Blue Robin Myiomela albiventris  WG Endemic 
One in a roadside shola at Munnar on 4th. 

 
White-bellied Blue Robin 

 
 
Nilgiri Blue Robin Myiomela major  PS 
Two at Cairnhill, Ooty on 6th. 
 

  
Nilgiri Blue Robin 
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Indian Blue Robin Luscinia brunnea   
One at Thattakkad on 2nd February, three at Ooty on 6th and one at Jungle 
Lodge, Ooty on 7th. 
 

 
Indian Blue Robin 
 

Oriental Magpie-robin Copsychus saularis 
Recorded daily. 
  
Indian Black Robin Saxicoloides fulicatus  
One en route to Ooty on 5th and a total of 15 en route to Nagarhole on 7th. 
  
Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata nilgiriensis 
Record almost daily except at Thattakkad. 
  
Common Stonechat Saxicola torquatus indicus 
Three at wetland en route to Nagarhole on 7th and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui  
At Thattakkad singles on 2nd and 3rd. 
 
Asian Brown Flycatcher Muscicapa dauurica 
At Thattakkad singles on 2nd and 3rd. Also, one at Ooty on 6th. 
  
Rusty-tailed Flycatcher Muscicapa ruficauda  
One at the drinking pool at Thattakkad on 2nd and one at the Tea House en 
route to Munnar on 4th. 
 
Kashmir Flycatcher Ficedula subrubra  SI Endemic 
One in a small clump of bushes near the water tank at Fern Hill Palace, Ooty 
on 6th. 
 
Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 
One from the boat at Nagarhole on 8th. 
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Black-and-orange Flycatcher Ficedula nigrorufa  WG Endemic 
One in a shola at Munnar on 4th. Also up to six in the Ooty area on 6th. 
 
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae 
One at Thattakkad on 2nd and one at Nagarhole on 8th.  
 
Blue-throated Flycatcher Cyornis rubeculoides  
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
 
Verditer Flycatcher Eumyias thalssinus  
One at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Nilgiri Flycatcher Eumyias albicaudatus  WG Endemic 
Up to 25 in the Munnar area on 4th and five the following day. Also one at 
Ooty on 6th. 
 
White-bellied Blue Flycatcher Cyornis pallipes Endemic 
A single bird seen coming into drink at Thattakkad on 2nd.  
 
Kerala Laughingthrush Trochalopteron fairbanki  WG Endemic 
At Munnar eight on 4th and five on 5th. 
  
Black-chinned Laughingthrush Trochalopteron cachinnans  WG Endemic 
Three at Ooty on 6th. 
  
Wynaad Laughingthrush Dryonastes delesserti  WG Endemic 
Thirty in the Idamalayar Dam area on 3rd. 
   
Tawny-bellied Babbler Dumetia hyperythra  SI Endemic 
Four at Ooty on 6th and six at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Dark-fronted Babbler Rhopocichla atriceps  SI Endemic 
Up to nine seen daily at Thattakkad. 
 
Jungle Babbler Turdoides striata  SI Endemic 
Three at Thattakkad on 3rd  and six at Jungle Lodge, Ooty on 7th. 
 
Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides affinis  SI Endemic 
Eight at Thattakkad on 2nd, 20 en route to Nagarhole on 7th and up to 100 at 
Nagarhole on 8th . 
  
Indian Rufous Babbler Turdoides subrufa  WG Endemic  
Three at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
 
Indian Scimitar-babbler Pomatorhinus horsfiedii  SI Endemic 
Recorded at Thattakkad, Bodhi Ghat and Ooty. 
  
Brown-cheeked Fulvetta Alcippe poioicaphala  
Recorded at Thattakkad, tea house en route to Munnar and Jungle Lodge, 
Ooty. 
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Puff-throated Babbler Pellomeum ruficeps  
One at Thattakkad 2nd, three at Ooty on 6th and three at Jungle Lodge, Ooty 
on 7th. 
 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis  
Four at Nagarhole on 8th and three along the coast on 9th. 
 
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis  SI Endemic 
Small numbers recorded at Munnar, Ooty, Nagarhole and the coastal area. 
 
Grey-breasted Prinia Prinia hodgsonii  
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
 
Plain Prinia Prinia inomata  
Small numbers recorded  most days. 
 
Thick-billed Warbler Acrocephalus aedon  
One at Nagarhole on 8th. 

 
Thick-billed Warbler 

 
Blyth’s Reed-warbler Acrocephalus dumetorum  
Recorded daily. 
 
Booted Warbler Hippolais caligata  
Ten at Mudumalai on 7th. One at Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Sykes's Warbler Hippolais rama  
A bird thought to be of this species at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius 
Recorded at the tea house en route to Munnar, at Ooty and at Nagarhole. 
  
Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis  
Ten at Munnar on 4th, two at Bodhi Ghat on 5th  and two at Ooty on 6th. 
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Tickell's Leaf-warbler Phylloscopus affinis  
Two at Munnar on 4th and three at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Tytler's Leaf-warbler Phylloscopus tytleri  
One at Munnar on 4th and three at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochilordes viridanus  
Recorded daily. 
 
Western Crowned Warbler Phylloscopus occipitalis   
Only recorded at Idamalayar where up to twenty were seen. 
 
Hume's Whitethroat Sylvia althaea  
Fifteen at Munnar on 7th. 
  
Great Tit Parus major  
Two at Ooty on 6th, two at Mudumalai on 7th and one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
Indian Yellow Tit Parus aplonotus  PS 
One at Munnar on 5th and one at Ooty on 6th. 
 
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis  
Recorded atThattakkad, Munnar, Bodhi Ghat and Ooty. 
 
Indian Nuthatch Sitta castanea  
Three at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythynchos  
Ten at Mudumalai on 7th. 
 
Nilgiri Flowerpecker Dicaeum concolor  PS 
Two at Thattakkad on 2nd, and up to ten daily at Munnar. 
 
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus  
Only recorded at Ooty and Munnar.  
 
Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica  
Five at Bodhi Ghat on 5th, three at Mudumalai on 7th and four at Nagarhole on 
8th. 
 
Small Sunbird Leptocoma minima 
Up to four recorded daily at Thattakkad and Munnar.  
 
Purple Sunbird - Cinnyris asiaticus 
Recorded almost daily. 
  
Loten's Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius  SI Endemic 
One in Eldhose’s garden at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
  
Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra  
One at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
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Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus roseatus  
At Munnar six on 4th and at Ooty three on 6th and four on 7th. 
 
Red Avadavat Amandava amandava  
Eight at Nagarhole on 8th. Also one along the coast on 9th.  
 
Tricoloured Munia Lonchura malacca  
Fifteen along the coast on 9th.  
 
Indian Silverbill Euodice malabarica 
Six at Mudumalai on 7th. 
  
White-rumped Munia Lonchara striata 
One at Bodhi Ghat on 5th. 
  
Black-throated Munia Lonchara kelaarti  SI Endemic 
Fifteen at Bodhi Ghat on 5th.  
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus  
Only recorded at Ooty with up to ten on 6th. 
 
Streaked Weaver Ploceus manyar  
Fifteen along the coast 9th. 
 
Indian Golden Oriole Oriolus kundoo 
Recorded at Thattakkad, Ooty and Nagarhole. 
  
Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinnensis diffusus  
One at Thattakkad on 2nd. 
 
Black Drongo Dicrurus macrocercus  
Ten en route to Nagarhole 7th. Six along the coast on 9th. 
 
Ashy Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus  
Singles at Thattakkad on two days, and also 20 at Ooty on 6th and 20 at 
Nagarhole on 8th. 
 
Bronzed Drongo Dicrurus aeneus 
Up to ten daily at Thattakkad and one at the tea house en route to Munnar on 
4th. 
  
White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens  SI Endemic 
One at Bodhi Ghat 5th. Also one at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
Greater Racket-tailed Drongo Dicrurus paradiseus 
Up to twenty seen daily at Thattakkad, one at the tea house en route to 
Munnar on 4th and two at Nagarhole on 8th. 
  
Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus 
Five at Thattakkad on 3rd. 
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Brahminy Starling Temenuchus pagodarum  
Six at Mudumulai on 7th. 
 
Rosy Starling Sturnus roseus 
Fifteen en route to Nagarhole on 7th. Also five along the coast on 9th. 
  
Grey-headed Starling Sturnia malabarica 
Six at Nagarhole 8th. 
  
Malabar White-headed Starling Sturnia blythii 
At Thattakkad ten on 2nd and four on 3rd. 
  
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 
Recorded at Thattakkad, Ooty, and Nagarhole. 
  
Jungle Myna Acridotheres fuscus 
Small numbers seen almost daily. 
  
Lesser Hill-myna Gracula indica  
At Thattakkad, twenty on 2nd and two on 3rd. Also, one at Nagarhole on 8th. 

 
Lesser Hill-myna 
 

House Crow Corvus splendens  
Recorded daily. 
 
Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus  
Recorded daily. 
 
Rufous Treepie Dendrocitta vagabunda 
Small number recorded on all days at Thatakkad. Also five at Mudumalai on 
7th. 
   
White-bellied Treepie  Dendrocitta leucogastra Endemic 
Three at Thattakkad on 8th 



 


