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Introduction 
In my quest to see all the birds in the Collins Guide somewhere in the world a visit to 
Central Asia was required with the most accessible country being Kazakhstan. 
Looking at various trip reports it seemed that a week would be enough and hence 
knowing I was due to return to work in Istanbul in May I decided to try and get a 
week off and visit the country. In the end due to me not knowing if I could make it or 
not I ended up having to drive myself. I must admit I was a bit apprehensive at doing 
this as I could find nobody else who had done it but in the end it worked out really 
well. As I could find very little information regarding sites it was a matter of turning up 
in the right area and then trying to find the birds. This strategy proved successful 
however with more time and more research I’m sure my trip list could have been 
much bigger.  
 

 
Kazakhstan - Areas Visited 

  
Logistics 
I had originally planned to use the local tour company Miksture to arrange all local 
logistics including providing a car and a driver who new the best birding areas but 
not a guide. Unfortunately my work plans were very fluid and I didn’t know for sure 
that I would be able to take time off to make the trip until three weeks before it was 
due to start. By that time as it was the peak season, Miksture had no drivers 
available. I tried a couple more agents but again too late. As a last attempt I checked 
to see if it was possible to rent a car and drive myself and to my surprise you could. 
So that was the transport sorted now I needed to get a visa at short notice. This 
proved easier than I thought but was expensive however I got a letter of invitation in 
two days which allowed me to get a visa on arrival. The final piece was 
accommodation.   Eventually I was put on to Yelena from Tessa Ltd who was great 
and made all the bookings I requested. As I was working in Istanbul I flew Turkish 
airlines to Almaty and returned from Astana using the local Air Astana for my internal 
flight hence saving me an internal flight and time.  I was apprehensive about driving 
myself as I couldn’t find any one else who had done it and I knew that getting around 
could be a problem as Kazakhstan had its own alphabet. In the end it proved much 
easier than I thought but that was mainly due to goggle maps. I purchased a local 
pre paid mobile SIM card at the airport which gave me unlimited internet access and 



 3 

by using goggle maps I had no problems finding my way round. There was only one 
area where network coverage was absent (between Topar and Kanshengel) and that 
was for only about a 70km stretch of the road.  All the other areas I visited had 
network and 3G coverage. Car rental firms in Kazakhstan appear limited. For the 
Almaty leg of the trip I booked a car using Eurocar but they didn’t show at the airport. 
In the end I managed to get a car from Auto express www.autoexp.kz  who had a 
booth at the airport. They were good however they had a maximum of 150 free kms 
per day. Anything over this was extra. They provided a Hyundai Accent which proved 
adequate for the trip. They also have a booth in Astana Airport. For the Astana leg of 
the trip I used Caspian Car www.rent-a-car.kz/en/  who are part of the Hertz group 
and were very responsive to my e-mails. They provided a Toyota Camry which again 
was adequate for the task though the suspension was a bit soft for the pot holed 
roads.  Again they had a 150km free daily limit. The lack of a high clearance vehicle 
meant that I could do very limited exploration off the main roads i.e. tracks into the 
desert. After driving in Dubai and Istanbul driving in Kazakhstan was a pleasure. 
Speed limits were adhered to people gave way and were generally polite.  I covered 
a total of 1700km in the Almaty leg of the trip and 320km in the Astana part and had 
no problems. I think people were just bemused that a Westerner who spoke no 
Russian or local Kazakhstan turned up in a self drive car in areas where only tour 
groups have been before. 
 

 
Almaty Area - Route Taken  
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Astana Area - Route Taken 

 
Accommodation and Food 
The quality of accommodation varied but nowhere was it bad. At the Tien Shan 
Mountains I stayed in the Observatory. The rooms were basic but they had heating 
and there was hot water. They provided a good breakfast and dinner. There appears 
to be very little accommodation east of Almaty so I stayed in the small town of Chilik 
which is 107Km from Almaty and about 50km from Kopek Gorge. The hotel was 
called the Miras but there were no signs in English on it to indicate it was a hotel and 
I eventually found it by asking around the town and somebody taking me there. 
Again it was clean and there was hot water however they did not do any food. In 
Almaty I stayed two different hotels one near the railway station and one near the 
airport both were to western standards. At Zhelturanga I camped wild for a night as 
there was no accommodation nearby and in the Tuakum Desert Yelena managed to 
find me a night at a yurt camp which was being prepared for the arrival of a tour 
group the next day as again there was no accommodation in area. On the northern 
leg of the trip at Korgalzlyn I stayed at a home stay run by Yuriy and Nadezhda. It 
was just on the edge of the village and has been set up as part of an eco tourism 
initiative. It was again clean there was hot water and good food. In Astana I stayed in 
poor quality hotel in the centre of town but it was cheap as you could purchase 
rooms on a half day basis which suited me as my flight was at 4am. With regards 
food well don’t come to Kazakhstan to indulge in its culinary delights unless your 
partial to a horse stake. Unlike most countries there seemed a lack of small 
restaurants in the villages and small towns and even in Almaty I couldn’t find any 
anywhere to eat other than the hotel even though it was near the main railway 
station. Because of this in areas where food was not included with the 
accommodation I ended up relying on my plentiful supply of energy bars 
supplemented with snacks and biscuits from local stores.   
 
Weather 
From reading other trip reports I think I was lucky with the weather. I had basically 
clear blue skies for most of the trip with just a small amount of rain on one day in the 
Tien Shan Mountains and on the last afternoon on my way back to Astana. During 
the day the temperature was pleasant but at night it was quite cold especially in the 
mountains.  At  Sugaty Plains  and in the Taukum Desert the wind would get up a 
couple of hours after sunrise and blow all day which made birding a bit hard going at 
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times and you came in after a full day in the field feeling a bit windswept and 
battered 
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Without Yelena’s help in arranging my accommodation getting me a local mobile SIM 
card and finding me a rental car the trip would have been a lot harder. Thanks. Also 
thanks to Greg Roberts for answering my many question. 
 
References 
Field guides – There are no specific field guides for the region. I used a combination 
of the following but there were still birds I saw that were not in either. 
Collins Bird Guide – Lars Svensson et all. 
Pocket Guide to the Birds of the Indian Sub Continent – Grimmett, Inskipp and 
Inskipp 
 
Trip Reports 
There were many trip reports on the web from tour companies which gave an idea 
what to see but not specifically where to see. I found the following the most useful 
Kazakhstan 5-20 May 2007 – Henk Hendriks 
South East Kazakhstan and Tengiz-Korgalzhyn natural reserve May 21st – June 3rd 
2011with Central Birding Asia 
Kazakhstan May 2007 – Birdseekers 
Central Asia Birding Kazakhstan 2010 
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 24th May -10th June 2003 – Jon Hornbuckle 
South Kazakhstan September 2011 – Greg Roberts 
Miksture Kaki 2009 – Birding in Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan 1 July – 24th    
 
Sites 
Tien Shan Mountains. The snow capped mountains dominate the city of Almaty 
and it takes about two hours by car to reach the observatory located just above big 
Almaty Lake at 2700m Lake and another 15 minutes to reach the Cosmostation. 
There is a small entrance fee to enter the park and there seems to be an unofficial 
entrance fee imposed by the military fee to get to the higher slopes.  The road is 
sealed all the way. The Cosmostation at 3200m consists of a number of old buildings 
and is the best area for the high altitude species such as Altai Accentor and 
Guldenstadt’s Redstart. I birded around the buildings, the road leading up to them 
and also the surrounding rocky slopes. The observatory is located at the tree line 
and has large stands of pine and low juniper around it where Red mantled 
Rosefinch, Black throated Accentor and White-winged Grosbeak could be found. 
There is an army camp at the observatory and there appeared to be an issue with 
walking in some areas so I kept a low profile. Lower down from is Big Almaty Lake 
which is the place to see Ibisbill. They appear to prefer the braided river area furthest 
from the dam which can be reached from a track leading around the lake.  About 
3km lower down from the dam the surrounding trees open up and this area was 
good for Blue capped Redstart. I was in the area over a weekend and although the 
higher areas were quite the lower slopes were crowded with day trippers having 
BBQ’s. One thing I failed to take into account was the effect of altitude I had come 
from sea level to 3200m in less than 24 hours and hence had a constant headache 
during this part of the trip. I now know why the tour groups leave this area to last. 
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Observatory and Big Almaty Lake 

 

 
Looking to the Cosmostation     Area below the Dam 

 
Area East of Almaty 
This area covers the Kokpek Gorge, Sugaty Plains and the Charyn Valley. 
Information with regards the best areas to bird was very limited and basically apart 
from Azure Tit and White-capped Bunting I saw no other key species in the area that 
I didn’t see anywhere else. You need more than a day in the area to do it justice and 
to explore different locations. In the Kokpek Gorge I stopped at the first obvious pull 
in and explored a valley to the north of the road where White-capped Bunting was 
easily located. I also made a few other stops along the road and explored the 
roadside area which produced Rock Bunting. On the Sugaty plain I made a number 
of stops and then explored the plain on foot. The area was alive with Wheatears and 
Larks but no Sandgrouse. The road east crosses the Charyn River Valley and I took 
a track just after crossing the bridge which lead to a small horse farm hidden in the 
trees. I found Azure Tit relatively easily here  
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Sugaty Plain      Kokpek Gorge 

 
Zhelturanga and Topar Lakes 
Zhelturanga is about 250km north of Almaty and around it are areas of Turanga 
Forest. The forest is fragmented and I birded a number of sections but found the first 
large section west of the main road as you approached the village from the south to 
be the most productive and I saw all the specialities in it. Near to this patch of forest 
there were a number of pools and the bushes which held Saxaul Sparrow. I camped 
in the wood and at night Eurasian Scops Owl and Nightjar were heard calling.  
 

 
Turanga Forest - Zhelturanga 

 
Topar Lakes is an area of lakes varying in size surrounding the village of Topar. 
Driving from Zhelturanga to Topar the road passes through a very large reed bed 
and small patches of open water. I had a quick look but should have given it much 
more time. I explored of reed fringed lakes which could be seen from the road just 
outside the town on the road to Kanshengel.  
 
Kanshengel -Taukum Desert 
It appears that most tour groups spend a few days in the Taukum desert around the 
very small village of Kanshengel exploring the surrounding desert. Due to my petrol 
situation and also the fact that I did not have a high clearance vehicle my birding was 
limited to the sealed roads leading north to Topar and south to Kopar and along the 
main road to Astana. Temporary Yurt camps for tour groups are erected in the desert 
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about 10Km north of the village off the Astana road close to two wells which were 
accessible with a normal car though only just. I checked out the wells at dusk and 
dawn but they were not very productive. I found the best desert area to be along the 
road heading south to Kopar especially at 30km from Kanshengel where the road 
passes through a plateau.   

 
Taukum Desert  

 
This area held White-winged Lark, Black bellied Sandgrouse and Red-headed 
Bunting. There are a number of trees around the settlement of Kanshengel which 
were good for migrant including a flock of at least 70 Common Rosefinch’s in a 
single tree.  
 
Korgalzhyn State Nature Reserve 
The reserve is approximately 125Km south west of Astana and consists of vast 
areas of steppe with numerous lakes varying in size. Information about the area was 
very limited so I spent my time exploring the lakes and steppe close to the village of 
Korgalzhyn found on goggle maps and never reached the main part of the reserve.  
Whilst there I visited the reserve headquarters which was in the village and met with 
the reserve director who spoke limited English. They do have a web site www.korg-
tur.kz and an e-mail address korg.info@mail.ru and I’m sure if you made contact with 
them in advanced they would be able to arrange guides etc to show you around. As 
some of the tracks are rough and my car was a standard saloon Yuigi took me 
around one morning to access areas off the roads. On route from Astana at KM55 
there were a series of pools by the side of the road. They were full of displaying ruff 
plus other waders and the first Black Larks of the trip. At Km89 I stopped and 
explored the roadside bushes and came across a Pine Bunting and a pair of 
breeding Red-footed Falcons.  
 
Itinerary 
Saturday 5th May 
Following a late evening departure from Istanbul and four hours sleep on the plane I 
woke to the sight of the snow covered Tien Shan Mountains as we came into land at 
Almaty. The collection of  my visa on arrival was a long drawn out process however 
once I had it I was quickly through immigration picked up my bag which was waiting 
for me as was Yelena from Tessa Ltd who had arranged all my accommodation 
however there was no sign of an agent from Eurocar. I tried phoning the number on 
the reservation confirmation but no answer. After many attempts Yelena offered to 
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drive me to their offices in town however when we got to the address there was no 
office. This was not 
looking good a plan B was 
required and so Yelena 
spoke to a few people and 
found another car hire 
company who would rent 
me a car so we returned to 
the airport and with 
Yelena’s help I managed 
to rent a Hyundai Accent.  
By now it was 9am and I 
was keen to get on the 
road as the weather was 
great and the Tien Shan 
Mountains dominating the 
skyline were beckoning. 
With the help of goggle 

maps using a local SIM card I made my way through the city to the road that leads to 
the Observatory high in the mountains.  As the weather was good I decided to get as 
high as possible as I had read previous groups had struggled at the top due to poor 
weather. As I approached Big Almaty Lake I came across a guy in an army uniform 
who stopped me and the car in front and would not let us go any further. Luckily the 
person driving the car in front could speak English and apparently the army guy was 
telling them that you could not go any further due to an avalanche risk. After some 
discussion and an exchange of money the road suddenly opened for us. So this is 
how Kazakhstan works. I headed as high as you could drive to the Cosmostation 
passing the observatory, my lodgings for the night on the way and by 11am I was out 
birding. It was bright sunshine and the first bird I saw was a male Guldenstadt’s 
Redstart but then despite two hours of looking I could find very few other birds, no 
Altai Accentor just a few Water Pipits and Choughs. My head was pounding as I had 
come from sea level to 3200m in less than 12 hours so I decided to descend and 
check out the area around the observatory. Birding was very slow and I had an issue 
with the army which required an exchange of money to resolve so I returned to 
Cosmostation again and spent another two hours exploring the area but again 
finding very few birds the only new birds being a small flock of Plain Mountain 
Finches. It was now late afternoon so I drove back down towards the observatory 
exploring a small area of low juniper on route and at last I found a pair of Black-
throated Accentor’s. I also saw a female Red–mantled Rosefinch, Brown Accentor 
some more Plain Mountain Finches plus a stunning White-tailed Rubythroat singing 
from the top of a bush.  In the surrounding mountains I had flight views of two 
Himalayan Snowcocks as they flew across a snow covered slope calling. I called in 
the observatory and was allocated a room and then I decided to give the 
Cosmostation area one last try but again very little. I returned to the observatory at 
7.00pm had dinner and as the sun went down the temperature dropped I decided to 
retired to my bed and work out a strategy for tomorrow. 
 
Sunday 6th May  
I woke at 5am but it was still dark so caught up on my notes. Left the room at just 
after 6am and spent 40 minutes birding around the observatory. It was again slow 
going as the sun was still well below the mountains and hence quite cold so I 
decided to head to the Cosmostation. As I  approached the barrier at the end of the 
road just before the parking area I saw a bird perched on the crash barrier. I quickly 
got my bins on it and yes it was an Accentor and an Altai accent at that. I quickly 
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parked and very soon relocated it together with a mate and watched it as it fed and 
at one point perched on wires singing. 
In the same area I also found two 
Brown Accentors. I spent the next hour 
and a half birding the area about 200m 
down from barrier hoping to get some 
photos but no luck. In the distance I 
could hear a Himalayan Snowcock 
calling so I spent some time scanning 
the area and in the end found two birds 
much closer than I thought.  
By now it was 9am the weather had 
closed in with light snow falling and 
apart from a small flock of Plain 
Mountain Finches it was getting very 
quite bird wise so I headed back down 
to the Observatory and breakfast. By 
9.30 I had packed and headed down 
towards the lake where I walked 
across the dam and along the eastern 
edge to get closer to the braided river 
area. On route I came across a pair or 

very obliging Red-mantled Rosefinches. 

Scanning the lake area I eventually found three distant three Ibis bills.  The weather 
was getting no better with the light snow flurries now being replaced with light rain. I 

returned and walked along the western 
edge of the lake but apart from a couple 
of Black-throated Accentors nothing 
new. I had still not seen Blue-capped 
Redstart and so decided to try a little 
further down. I drove down about 3km 
from the dam to a flat large open area 
and parked next to the large water pipe 
and checked the area of scrub boarding 
the spruce forest and almost 
immediately I found a BC redstart. 
Further checking produced at least 
three more plus a very showy pair of 
Black-throated Accentor. It was now the 
other side of 2pm so I decided to drive 
down slowly and make a few stops on 
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route but I hadn’t factored in it was a Sunday and half of Almaty was in the hills 
BBQing. In the end I gave up and headed east towards Kopek. It was slow going 
there were many speed traps and so nobody went faster than 60Km. Eventually I 
arrived at the Village of Chilik where after a few bemused looks I was shown the 
hotel I was staying in. It was now very windy and so I spent an hour driving around 
the fields around the town, the best birds being 4 Common Pheasants. I check the 
village for food but no restaurants so settled for some bread and returned to the hotel 
had a hot shower and caught up on the day’s notes.  
 
Monday 7th May 
After a good nights sleep I left the hotel in the dark at 5am and drove east to the 
Kopek Gorge arriving just as the sun was starting to rise. I drove through the gorge 

looking for accessible valleys to explore 
and eventually I came across one 
opposite a large parking area. A soon 
as I entered it I could hear a White-
capped Bunting singing and eventually 
I managed to locate it singing on a rock 
ledge. As I had a long way to go I 
decided to press on so I returned to the 
car and continued heading east 
stopping briefly in the gorge to explore 
some roadside bushed which produced 
Pied Wheatear and three Rock 
Buntings.  As I left the gorge the Sugaty 
Plain opened up before me and just 
after the small village of Kopek I 
stopped and explored the plain on foot. 
It was alive with singing birds Isabelline 
Wheatear, Short-toed Lark’s Tawny 
Pipit and Pied Wheatears. I continued 

on and just after the junction to the Charyn valley I stopped again and explored the 
plain again this time finding display Calandra Larks.  As I continue further east the 
plain became less green and I eventually descended into the Charyn where I 
stopped by the bridge and checked out the dense riverine scrub along the river 
hoping for some migrants but it was vey quite. I needed to get some petrol so 
continued on to the next town where I filled up and then I tried unsuccessfully to find 
a track to Ashen Grove a lodge in the valley where other groups had stayed but I 
could only find an army camp from which I beat a hastily retreat. Retracing my steps 
I arrived back the Charyn Valley River crossing where I found a track on the east 
side of the bridge which eventually lead towards some tall trees. As soon as I got out 
of the car the first bird I put my bins on was an Azure Tit. A bird that’s been on my 
want list for years. I spent a good hour exploring the tall trees around the farm 
getting excellent views of the Tits. It was now early afternoon and I needed to get 
back to Almaty so I headed west back across the Sugaty Plain stopping a couple of 
times and making wide sweeps on foot across the desert but the only new birds were 
a couple of Shore Larks. I continued west back through the Kokpek Gorge and onto 
to Almaty arriving early evening and stayed at the Astra Hotel near the railway 
station. I had a quick walk round looking for somewhere to eat but nothing so in the 
end I eat from the hotels somewhat limited menu.    
 
Tuesday 8th May 
Up a bit later than planned and didn’t leave the hotel until just before seven. Headed 
out of the city and eventually crossed the Ili River after which I turned left and 
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headed North West along the road that ran along the eastern edge of the Ill River. 
The fields rapidly gave way to grassy plains and on one walk I had at least twenty 

Calandra Larks flying round my head singing and displaying. I continued northwards 
stopping regularly at small clumps of trees some of which held a few migrants 
including Humes Yellow-browed Warbler, Barred Warbler and Ortoland Bunting. The 
adjacent plains still held good numbers of displaying larks. The further north I 
progressed the clumps of trees became fewer until there were none. I kept my eye 
out for Red-headed Bunting but despite many stops not a sniff. During the journey I 
come across a Black Vulture and a few Black Kites feeding on a road side kill .By 
late morning a wind had got up making birding difficult so I decided to press on to the 
Turanga Forest around the town of Zhelturanga.. It was further than I thought though 
driving was slow as there were many pot holes in the road. After about 200km’s I 
reached a junction and was stopped by a group of six policemen however after a 
quick look at my passport they wished me well and waved me on and I turned left 

towards Zhelturanga very soon crossing 
the Ili River.  It was early afternoon as I 
approached my destination and just before 
the town I found a nice area of tall 
Turanga forest so I stopped and as soon 
as I got out of the car I found two pale 
Pale-backed Pigeons perched in a tree. A 
good start. Further exploration soon 
produce  a pair of Turkistan Tits which 
showed well and two Saxual Sparrows 
however they were not so obliging and 
flew off as soon as they were seen. That 
just left the Woodpecker which proved 
elusive. I decided to try and another patch 
of forest but to no avail and so by late 
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afternoon I returned to the original patch and within five minutes of arriving back I 
heard one call and very quickly found it in a tree in front of me.  
 

 
 
 
I  

 
I continued exploring and found an area of bushes near some pools which held a 
party of about ten Saxual Sparrows. In the surrounding woods I saw at least two 
more Woodpeckers and a few Turkistan Tits. At 8pm I struck camp in the wood and 
had a merge dinner of cereal bars and water and as the sunset listened to the 
churring of European Nightjars which reminded me of camping on Salthouse Heath 
in the UK many years ago. As crawled into my sleeping bag a European Scops Owl 
started to call. 
 
Wednesday 9th May  
It was a cold night and when I woke I found there were patches of light frost on the 
ground. I decided to head to Topar so packed up and continued along the road 
which was in poor condition full of very large potholes so progress was slow. On 
route the road went through a large reed bed where I stopped and spent an hour 
birding along the road. It was still very cold and the sun was only just starting to 
show.  The pools held a number of duck and three Bearded Tits but no Black-
headed Penduline Tits. I pushed on and very soon reached Topar and then spent  a 
number of hours birding the various pools and reed beds I could see from the road 
but still no Penduline Tit. During the morning the wind started to increase and by now 
it was quite strong and in the end I gave up as the chances of seeing a Penduline Tit 
in the strong wind were problematical to say the least. I had now reached the furthest 
point north I was going to travel, It was now time to head back towards Almaty and 
the Taukum Desert. The road south passed through similar habitat as the previous 
day and after a couple hours as I approached Kanshengel I came across two Black-
bellied Sandgrouse on the road. They flew but circled round a couple of times so I 
thought I would check the area for a pool. I couldn’t find one but the area was very 
birdy with Lesser Grey Shrike, and at least two Lesser Short Toed Larks. I continued 
on and just as I dropped down into the Taukum Desert I came across a Red headed 
Bunting quickly followed by another one. As is often the case you just need to get 
into the right habitat.  I arrived at the settlement of Kanshengel and I could see the 
Taukum desert stretching as far as the eye could see in front of me. My first task was 
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to find the camp I was staying in for the night. I headed north and after about 10kms I 
could see three camps in the desert a few kms from the road. I headed across the 

desert on a track and eventually 
located the one I was staying in. 
They were still erecting the tents 
in preparation for a tour group 
due to arrive in a few days so I 
had a quick cup of coffee and 
then headed to Kanshengel and 
spent a couple of hours birding 
the few trees round the houses. 
They held a lot of migrants 
including at least 70 Common 
Rosefinches in a single tree.  
I went to top up with petrol only 
to find the pumps were dry and 
the nearest petrol was 90km 
away not good. I still had a good 
half of tank left but knew I would 
do some kilometres birding the 

area in the next two days. I called in at the few shacks  selling drinks to see if they 
had any petrol but no. I would just have to be careful. Headed south along the road 
to Kopar making lots of road side stops and scanning the surrounding desert and 
also  numerous forages on foot into the desert. The desert was full of Larks, 
Calandra, Bimaculated, Skylark and Shot-toed Lark as well as a few groups of Red-
headed Buntings. After about 25kms I turned around and did a similar thing on the 
way back with the same results.  I returned to the camp and had some welcome food 
the first proper meal for two days and then headed to a well close by which I staked  
out until dusk the best birds being four  Mongolian Finches which dropped in briefly 
for a drink. I returned to my Yurt tent as the sun set . 
 
 
Thursday 10 May 2012 
Up just after first light and after a hot drink and some food I headed to the well near 
the camp. Bird activity was slow and very little dropped in so I decided to look for 
White-winged Lark again. I headed south along the same road as yesterday stopping 
and scanning every few kilometres. As petrol was an issue I had limited myself to 
35kms however after thirty I crossed some low hills and came across a large plain 
with slightly different habitat. I decided to explore the area. It was full of Larks and I 
flushed a total of   37 Black-bellied Sandgrouse. I continued to explore and suddenly 
in front of me a White winged Lark got up quickly followed by another. Excellent as I 
was not that hopeful of seeing them here. They gave good views during their display 
flight. I slowly returned to the car during which time I saw three more. Once at the car 
I headed north back to Kanshengel making frequent stops and scanning the and 
occasionally walking into the surrounding desert which had now become a sea of red 
as the ground was covered in poppies.  
I arrived back at Kanshengel six hours after leaving during which time I had not seen 
another car to find there was still no petrol. The cars computer was saying I had 
110km of petrol left. Hopefully it was accurate.  I checked the trees in the village but 
there were fewer migrants today with most of the Rosefinches gone. It was now 
midday and having been buffeted by the wind all morning I decided to make tracks 
south and hopefully find some petrol. After a 100km I came across a garage with 
20km of petrol left phew. I now had to decide what to do. In the end I decided to 
head back to Almaty and try the lower slopes of Tien Shan Mountains in Ill National 
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Park for White-crowned Penduline Tit. It was a long drive back through I broke the 
journey with a brief stop at Surbulak Lake. I hit the Almaty at rush hour so it was a bit 
slow going however I eventually arrived at the National Park and made many stops 
on the lower slopes but it was very quite bird wise with the only new addition being a 
Blue Whistling Thrush. I decided to call it a day and headed towards the airport and 
my hotel which took a bit of finding. Checked in and had a well needed shower then 
returned the car to the airport where I had an expensive but meagre meal. I returned 
to the hotel and as I got into bed I could hear a Scops Owl calling outside.  
 
Friday 11th May 
It was an early start as I had to catch the 6.05 flight to Astana. As I waited for the bus 

to take me the short distance to the 
airport I could hear the Scops owl still 
calling in the trees nearby. Very soon I 
was on the plane and as we headed 
north I could see the snow capped Tien 
Shan Mountains disappear into the 
distance.  Just over an hour and a half 
later we landed at Astana the new 
capital of Kazakhstan. My bag was 
quickly off and I met up with the car hire 
representative in arrivals and after 
completing the paperwork I was on my 
way. It was the start of rush hour but the 
traffic was not heavy and very soon I 
was out of the city heading south west to 
Korgalzhyn. The further I got away from 
the city the worse the road became but 
progress was still good and there was 
very little traffic. After about 50kms I 
came across a few roadside pools so 
decided to have a break and explore 

them for a while. They were full of birds mainly Ruff in breeding plumage displaying 
to each other. I continued on and after another 20kms I came across a pair of Red 
footed Falcons on the roadside wires but still not Black Lark. I needn’t had worried as 
at about km 70 I found my first then another then another. They were on the 
roadside verge every couple  of Km. Excellent the final bird under the belt  
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I continued on and after 125km I arrived in the village of Korgalzhyn  and after asking 
a few people found the home stay which was going to be my base for the night Yuriy 

and Nadezhda made me some lunch and then Yuriy took me to the park office in the 
town where some English was spoken and a plan of action was agreed. I would bird 
the rest of the day on my own then the following morning Yuriy would drive me in his 
Lada NIva Jeep to areas not accessible in my low clearance car. I left the HQ and 
decided to explore some of the surrounding roads. First I headed down the road 

south from the village and found 
two large lakes with extensive 
reeds. I spent some time 
exploring the lakes seeing Red 
necked Grebe, Black necked 
Grebe and Great crested Grebe 
all in breeding plumage and 
Whopper swans and Grey lag 
Geese. There were also 
numerous species of ducks. As 
I still wanted to get some photos 
of Black Lark I headed back to 
the village then headed west 
through the steppe coming 
across a demoiselle crane by 
the road. I continued on and 
despite my best efforts the 
Black Larks did their best to 
avoid my camera lens. I 

checked out a marshy area on the outskirts of a small village which held a number of 
waders including breeding plumage Spotted Redshank. By now it was early evening 
so I decided to return back to Korgalzhyn village on route stopping a couple of times 
and walking into the steep. On one such walk I came across a stunning White 
winged Lark perched up on a small bush the only problem was I didn’t have my 
camera. Always the case. By 8pm I was back at the home stay a meal was served 
which would of been enough to feed 10 yet alone one. It had been a long but 
successful day.  
 
Saturday 12 May 
I left the home stay with Yuri’s in his old Lada Niva  and we headed across the 
steppe. Black Larks were everywhere and as we drove down a sandy embankment 
about 2000 Sand Martins flew up.  We eventually arrived at a large pool full of 
waders ducks and gulls all in full breeding plumage. I spent sometime scoping the 
area before we moved on to an area of grassland just behind the village. As we 
drove across the area we made frequent stops and scanned the grass and after a 
while we came across three Sociable Plovers one of which was ringed.   
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We moved on to a large reed fringed lake and as we approached the shore a large 
flock of Black Winged Prantincoles took off landing again very soon.  On the lake 
were a pair of Dalmation Pelicans and a number Red-necked Grebes. It was now 
past 10am and so we returned to the home stay for breakfast on route finding a 
Demoiselle Crane.  I said my goodbyes and headed for the same lake as the 
previous day. I spent about an hour trying to identify the singing warblers but none of 
them sounded like any I had on tape and none of them would show themselves. In 
the end I gave up. It was now midday and I still wanted to try and get some shots of 
Black Lark so I headed towards the outskirts of the village and came across a flock 
of 20 feeding on a track. I spent the next hour trying to get some decent shots.  
Eventually I gave up and started the 125km trek back to Astana making a number of 
stops on route.  
At one stop at KM86 I saw a bird on the wire which I decided to check only to find it 

was a Pine Bunting. An unexpected find. 
In the same area I also came across a 
Red-footed Falcons nest and a Grey 
Partridge.  Black Larks were still a 
common roadside bird. I continued on to 
the pools at KM 50 and spent a hour in 
the area however the light was going 
due to the build up of clouds and 
eventually it started to rain so I called it a 
day and drove back to Astana dropping 
the car off before checking into the hotel 
for a few hours to clean up before my 
4am departure to Istanbul.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Systematic List 
 
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis (capensis) 
Five Topar Lakes 9th May and a total of 5 Sorbulak Lake 10th May. 
 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
Two Korgalzhyn 11th May 
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Red-necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena (holboellii) 
Korgalzhyn – three 11th May and five 12th May 
  
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus 
Two at Topar Lake and Sorbulak Lake 9th and 10th May respectively and a total of 
ten seen daily at Korgalzhyn 
 
Dalmatian Pelican Pelecanus crispus 
Korgalzhyn – Five 11th and two 12th May 
 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo (sinensis) 
One Topar Lakes 9th May, Three Sorbulak Lake 10th May and up to 12 daily 
Korgalzhyn 
 
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris 
One seen an done heard Topar Lakes 9th May and singles heard daily Korgalzhyn 
 
Black-crowned Night-heron Nycicorax nycticorax 
Three Topar Lakes 9th May 
 
Great Egret Egretta alba 
One Sorbulak Lake 10th May and two daily Korgalzhyn 
 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Small number seen at all wetland sites with a maximum of fifteen at Sorbulak Lake 
10th May. 
 
Greylag Goose Anser anser 
Up to 16 daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor 
A single bird seen both days at Korgalzhyn 
 
Whooper Swan Cygnus Cygnus 
Up to three seen daily Korgalzhyn 
 
Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
One Almaty Lake 6th May, two near Chilik 7th May and two Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
Up to 150 on a small lake Korgalzhyn 12 May. 
 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
Two Topar Lakes 9th May 
 
Eurasian Wigeon Anas Penelope 
Two on small lake Korgalzhyn 12 May 
 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta 
Two on small lake Korgalzhyn 12 May 
 
Garganey Anas querquedula 
Four Sorbulak Lake 10th May, and up to 25 daily Korgalzhyn  
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Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata 
Fifteen Sorbulak Lake 10th May and three Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Red-crested Pochard Netta rufina 
Fifteen Topar Lakes 9th May, 20 Sorbulak lake 10th May and up to ten daily 
Korgalzhyn  
 
Common Pochard Aythya farina 
Five Topar Lakes 9th May, 5 Sorbulak lake 10th May and up to three daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
Four Topar Lakes 9th May, 3 Sorbulak lake 10th May and up 2 Korgalzhyn 11th May 
 
Black Kite Milvus migrans (lineatus) 
Recorded almost daily along the road with the highest day count being fifty 
 
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 
Two Korgalzhyn 11th May and one on route to Astana 12 may. 
 
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 
A total of 5 on route to Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Western Marsh-harrier Circus aeraginosus 
Up to five daily Korgalzhyn and on route to Astana 
 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
One Taukum Desert and one Sorbulak 10th May. 
 
Shikra  Accipiter badius(cencroides) 
One Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus 
One Sugaty Plain 7th May three on route to Zhelturanga 8th May and one Taukum 
Desert 9th May and two same location 10th May.  
 
Steppe Eagle Aquila rapax (orientalis) 
One on route to Astana 12th  May 
 
Cinereous (Black) Vulture Aegypius monachus 
One on route to Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 
Two displaying over the Turanga Forest at Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Red-footed Falcon Falco vespertinus 
A total of four between Astana and Korgalzhyn 11th May with three on the return 
journey 12th May. 
 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Two daily Tien Shan Mountains and up to five daily Korgalzhyn. 
 
Himalayan Snowcock Tetraogallus himalayensis 
Two seen and up to six heard daily Tien Shan Mountains. 
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Grey Partridge Perdix perdix 
Two on route to Astana 12th May. 
 
Common Quail Coturnix coturnix 
One Taukum Desert 9th May and one heard Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Common Pheasant Phasianus colchicus (mongolicus) 
Five near Chilik 6th May  
 
Demoiselle Crane Anthropoides virgo 
Korgalzhyn – three 11th and one 12th May. On eon route to Astana 12th May. 
 
Common Moorhen Gallinnula chloropus 
A single bird seen at Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Common Coot Fulica atra 
Small numbers seen at Topar Lakes, Sorbulak Lake and Korgalzhyn. 
 
Grey (Black-bellied) Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
Two Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius 
Three at well in Taukum Desert 10th May. 
 
Greater Sandplover Charadrius leschenaultia 
One Taukum Desert 9th May.  
 
Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregaria 
Three just outside the village of Korgalzhyn 12th May 
 
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
Small numbers seen in wet land areas. 
 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
Small numbers seen in wet land areas. 
 
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Ten Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Ibisbill Ibidorhyncha struthersi 
Three Almaty Lake 6th May 
 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus 
One on route to Charyn Valley 7th May. 
 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Up to fifty daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Korgalzhyn – Two 11th and fifty 12th May. 
 
Common Redshank Tringa tetanus 
Two Korgalzhyn 12th May 
 



 21 

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 
Korgalzhyn – Twenty 11th and two 12th May 

 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
One Taukum Desert 9th May and up to three daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax 
Up to 2000 on pools between Astana and Korgalzhyn and 11th May with 500 at the 
same location on the 12th.  Large flocks recorded at Korgalzhyn daily 
 
Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 
Two Topar Lakes 9th May 
 
Dunlin Calidris alpine 
Nine Korgalzhyn 12th may. 
 
Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
Korgalzhyn up to thirty daily. 
 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa 
Two Korgalzhyn 11th May and two on route to Astana 12th May. 
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Black-winged Pratincole Glareola nordmanni 
Up to 150 Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Great Black-headed Gull Larus ichtiaetus 
Up to fifteen seen daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus 
Small numbers recorded at Topar Lakes, Sorbulak Lakes and Korgalzhyn  
 
Slender-billed Gull Larus genei 
Up to fifty Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
 
Herring/Steppe/Caspian  Gull Larus argentatus 
Large white headed Gulls recorded at Topar Lakes Sorbulak Lake and Korgalzhyn 
with a maximum of 250 at the latter site. 
 
Common (Mew) Gull Larus canes 
Thirty Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Black Tern Chlidonias nigra 
Fifteen Topar Lakes 9th May. 
 
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus 
One Sorbulak lake 10th May, and up to 25 daily Korgalzhyn and area 
 
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica 
Up to two daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Caspian Tern Sterna caspia 
One Korgalzhyn 11th May. 
 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo 
One Sorbulk Lake 10th May and one Korgalzhyn 12th May 
 
Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 
Taukum Desert five 9th May and twenty 10th May. 
 
Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus (casiotis) 
Six Chilik 6th May and two on route to Charyn Valley 7th May. 
 
Pale-backed Pigeon  Columba eversmanni 
A total of seven in the Turanga forest at Zhelturanga 8th may. 
 
Eurasian Collared-dove Streptopelia decaocto (stoliczkae) 
One Taukum Desert 9th May. 
 
Oriental Turtle-dove Streptopelia orientalis (meena) 
Seen almost daily with a maximum of 12 in the Taukum Desert 9th May. 
 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
Heard or seen almost daily. 
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Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus 
One on route to Astana 12 may. 
 
Eurasian Scops-owl Otus scops (pulchellus) 
Two heard Zhelturanga 8th May and one heard in the evening and morning outside 
the hotel at Almaty airport 10 and 11th May. 
 
European Nightjar Caprimulgus europaeus 
Three heard Zhelturanga 8thMay. 
 
Eurasian Roller Coracias garrulous (semenowi) 
Two Kokpek Gorge 7th May and three Taukum Desert 10th May. 
 
 
European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 
One Taukum Desert 9 and 10th May. 
 
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 
Small numbers seen almost daily 
 
White-winged Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucopterus (leptorhynchus) 
Three seen and two heard in the Turanga forest at Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia 
Seen at Topar, Taukum Desert and Korgalzhyn with up to 2000 on the 12th  
 
Eurasian Swallow Hirundo rustica 
Up to thirty seen daily. 
 
Northern House Martin Delichon urbica 
Six Sugaty Plain 7th May 
 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata (iwanowi) 
One on route to Zhelturanga 8th May, five one route to Taukum Desert 9th May and 
one on route to Almaty 10th May. 
 
Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla (longipennis) 
Three Sugaty Plain 7th May and up to 70 daily Taukum Desert  
 
Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens (heinei) 
Two 10km’s north of Kanshengel 9th May 
 
Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 
Five Sugaty Plain 7th May. Up to fifty on route to Zhelturanga 8th may and over 100 
daily Taukum Desert  
 
Bimaculated Lark Melanocorypha bimaculata 
Up to twenty daily Taukum Desert  
 
White-winged Lark Melanocorypha leucoptera 
Five Taukum Desert 10th May. Korgalzhyn one 11th and two 12th ay. 
 
Black Lark Melanocorypha yeltoniensis 
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Up to fifty on route to Korgalzhyn 11th May and over 150  Korgalzhyn and on route to 
Astana 12th May. 
 
Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris (albigulla, brandti) 
Two Sugaty Plain 7th May. 
 
Sky Lark Alauda arvensis (dememtievi) 
Up to fifty daily Taukum Desert  
 
Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris (griseus) 
Seen daily Sugaty Plain and Taukum Desert 
 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis 
Three on route to Zhelturanga and two in the Turanga forest 8th May. 
 
Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta (blakistoni) 
Up to fifty daily Tien Shan Mountains  
 
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Up to 75 daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
Single Tien Shan Mountains and Chilik 6th and 7th May. Six at the well Taukum 
Desert 9th May 
 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba 
Two Sorbulak Lake 10th May. Korgalzhyn two seen daily 
 
Turkestan Shrike Lanius phoenicuroides 
Only seen on the drive to Zhelturanga and the Taukum Desert with up to five seen 
daily. 
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Red backed Shrike Lanius collurio 
One Korgalzhyn 11th May and two between Korgalzhyn and Astana 12th May 
 
Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 
Singles recorded in the Taukum Desert and Korgalzhyn on three dates. 
 
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris (porphyronotus) 
Two Zhelturanga 8th May and 8 Korgalzhyn 11th May. 
 
Rose-coloured Starling Pastor roseus 
First recorded on route to Zhelturanga and then up to 100 recorded daily. Two 
Korgalzhyn 11th May. 
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Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 
Recorded almost daily in the south of the country. 
 
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica (bactriana) 
Up to twenty recorded daily 
Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
Two Tien Shan Mountains 5th and 6th May 
 
Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula 
Recorded daily with the exception of the Tien Shan Mountains. 
 
Rook Corvus frugilegus 
Up to 100 recorded daily with the exception of the Tien Shan Mountains 
 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone 
Up to five recorded daily in the Taukum Desert and up to two daily Korgalzhyn. 
 
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix 
Only recorded at Korgalzhyn where up to three daily 
 
Altai Accentor Prunella himalayana 
Two at the Cosmostation Tien Shan Mountains 6th  May 
 
Brown Accentor Prunella vulvescens 
One near the observatory 5th  May and two at the Cosmostation 6th  May 
 
Black-throated Accentor Prunella atrogularis (huttoni) 
Tien Shan Mountains three 5th May and a total of eight 6th May. 
 
Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti (albiventris) 
One seen and up to ten heard Topar Lakes 9th May 
 
Clamorous Reed-warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus (brunnescens) 
One seen and up to three heard Topar Lakes 9th May 
 
Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 
One route to Zhelturanga 8th May and three Taukum Desert 9th May. 
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis 
One Taukum Desert 9th May 
 
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca (halimodemdri) 
A total of fifteen between Almaty and Zhelturanga 9th May and two Taukum Desert 
10th May. 
 
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
Up to five daily Zhelturanga and Taukum Desert. 
 
Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides (viridanus) 
One Taukum Desert 10th May. 
 
Hume's Warbler Phylloscopus humei 
Only seen the south with up to twenty seen or heard daily 
 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata (naumanni) 
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One Zhelturanga 8th May and three Taukum Desert 9th and 10th May.  
 
Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maura 
Three on route and at Zhelturanaga area 8th May. Two Topar Lakes 9th May. Two 
Taukum Desert 10th May and two Korgalzhyn 11th May. 
 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 
Two Tien Shan Mountains 6th May. Up to 100 daily Korgalzhyn  
 
Pied Wheater Oenanthe plescanka 
One Kokpek Gorge and two Sugaty Plain 7th May. 
 
Isabelline Wheater Oenanthe isabellina 
Eight Sugaty Plain 7th May and up to 18 daily Taukum Desert. 
 
Rufous-tailed Rock-thrush Monticola saxatilis (turkestanicus) 
On Taukum Desert 10th May. 
 
Blue-capped Redstart Phoenicurus caeruleocephalus 
Three Tien Shan Mountains 6th May 

 
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
Two Taukum Desert 9th and one 10th May. 
 
Güldenstadt’s Redstart Phoenicurus erythrogaster (grandis) 
Three Tien Shan Mountains 5th May. 
 
Himalayan Rubythroat Luscinia pectoralis (ballioni) 
One Tien Shan Mountains 5th May. 
 
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica (tianschanica) 
One at a well Taukum Desert 9th May. 
 
Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula (intermedius) 
One Chilik 7th May. 
 
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus (bonapartei) 
Six Tien Shan Mountains 6th May. 
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Blue Whistling-thrush Myophonus caeruleus (turcestanicus) 
One lower slopes of Tien Shan Mountains 10th May. 
 
Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus (russicus) 
Three Topar Lakes 9th May. Up to three daily Korgalzhyn. 
 
Coal Tit Periparus ater (rufipectus) 
Two Tien Shan Mountains 6th May. 
 
Azure Tit Parus cyanus (tianschanicus) 
Two Charyn Valley 7th May. 
 
Great Tit Parus major 
Four Tien Shan Mountains 6th May and 10th May. Four Charyn Valley 7th May  
 
Turkestan Tit Parus bokharebsis (turkestanicus) 
Eight Zhelturanga 8th May and two Topar Lakes 9th May. 
 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus 
Two Taukum Desert 9th May and two Korgalzhyn 11th May. 
 
Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis (transcaspicus) 
Five Zhelturanga 8th May 
 
Saxaul Sparrow Passer ammodendri (nigricans) 
Eight Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Tree Sparrow Passer montanus (dilutus) 
Twenty Chilik 6th May and ten Zhelturanga 8th May. 
 
Hodgson’s Mountain-finch   Leucosticte nemoricola (altaica) 
Up to twenty daily Tien Shan Mountains. 
  
Mongolian Finch Rhodopechys mongolica 
Four at the well 9th May 
 
Common Rosefinch  Carpodacus erythrinus (ferganensis) 
Up to seventy in a single tree Taukum Desert 9th May but only four remaining the 
following day. 
 
Red-mantled Rosefinch Carpodacus rhodochlamys 
One 5th May and three 6th May Tien Shan Mountains. 
 
White-winged Grosbeak Mycerobas carnipes 
One Tien Shan Mountains 6th May. 
 
Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra (buturlini) 
One Chilik 6th May 
 
Pine Bunting  Emberiza leucocephala 
One between Astana and Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
White-capped Bunting Emberiza stewarti 
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Two Kokpek Gorge 7th May 
 
Rock Bunting Emberiza cia (par) 
Three Kokpek Gorge 7th May. 
 
Northern Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
One Topar Lakes 9th May 
 
Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana 
A total of seven on route to Zhelturanga 8th May. One Taukum Desert 9th May and 
one Korgalzhyn 12th May. 
 
Red-headed Bunting Emberiza bruniceps 
Eight Taukum Desert 9th May and five the following day 
 


