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Introduction  
This year for our short mid-winter break we opted for a few days birding the eastern 
most Canary Islands. The obvious target was the endemic Fuerteventura Chat and 
both islands also happen to be the easiest places in the world to catch up with 
Houbara Bustard. Mike sorted the flights to Lanzarote from Bristol with EasyJet 
(£119 each with 2 hold bags) and Judd sorted the Car Hire, a VW Caddy via Holiday 
Autos. Judd also sorted out our accommodation, a Villa in Playa Blanca via Owners 
Direct which worked out at around £20 each per night. 
 
We choose to stay in Playa Blanca for ease of access to Fuerteventura. The foot 
passenger returns, purchased on the day from tourist kiosk on the Quay cost €27 

each. CICAR have a desk at the port in Corralejo and we gambled on a car being 
available. As it was, they only had a 9 seater left (€83) but it did save cramming into 
a smaller hire car. Probably best to book ahead via their website a day or two before. 
 
Overall it was a laid back and chilled trip and we managed to see all our target birds 
without a huge amount of effort although we did have to work fairly hard for Houbara 
Bustard eventually seeing 3 birds on the Famara  Plains. Fuerteventura Chat was 
easily seen at Barranco de la Torre and other good birds included Cream-coloured 
Courser, Black-bellied Sandgrouse, Atlantic Canary, Berthelot’s Pipit and 
African Blue Tit (on both islands). We also managed two scarcities, Yellow-browed 
Warbler and Common Chaffinch. In total we recorded 79 species, not a particularly 
large number but certainly speeds up writing the trip report! The only real 
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disappointment was news breaking of 2 Dwarf Bitterns, a day or two after returning 
home, even more annoying as at least one bird had been present on Fuerteventura 
during our day trip and we had driven straight past it. 
 
Day 1 – 23rd November 
After an early start from Cardiff we were soon through Bristol Airport and aboard our 
EasyJet Flight to Arrecife. Just as smooth the other end and by 1pm we were pulling 
up at our villa in Playa Blanca, our base for the next five nights. We managed a few 
birds during the drive with Spanish Sparrow starting us off, followed by Collared 
Dove, Kestrel, Southern Grey Shrike and our first Canary Islands speciality, 
Berthelot’s Pipit. First task was a trip across the road to the local supermarket to 
stock up on provisions for the next few days. A nice and sedate start compared to 
our usual manic birding trips! 
 
After lunch we headed off to Salinas de Janubio for an excellent hour or two looking 
at waders. Upon exiting the car at the entrance to the Salt Works a group of Barbary 
Partridges took flight, a nice start to our first proper birding session. Along the shore 
there were plenty of Black-winged Stilts, intermixed with Grey Plover, Kentish 
Plover, Little Stint, Greenshank, Redshank, Common Sandpiper and 
Sanderling. On the water there were lots of Black-necked Grebes and Ruddy 
Shelducks and a fly by Marsh Harrier. 
 
Final stop of the day was Tias Golf Course near Puerto del Carmen. Here we picked 
up our first Laughing Doves, a small group of Teal on one of the pools and Pied 
Flycatcher. 
 
Day 2 – 24th November  
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An early morning stop at Salinas de Janubio produced much the same as yesterday 
although Avocet and Osprey were both new. We spent the remainder of the 
morning driving around Famara Plain south of Soo & Caleta de Famara. Initially, we 
failed to find any Houbara Bustards but did stumble upon a pair of Cream-
coloured Coursers. So plan B was to get out on foot and after a short while Judd 
stumbled upon a Houbara which took flight just as he saw it. We managed to locate 
a further 2 birds, so one of our main targets for the trip was safely in the bag. We 
followed this up with a pleasant lunch stop in Teguise where Judd got rather 
enamoured over a chocolate Croissant. 
 

 
PB on Famara Plain © Alex Bevan 
 
Heading up towards Haria, a stop just past Mirador de Haria produced the first 
surprise of the trip, Yellow-browed Warbler along with a nice Black Redstart. After 
passing through Haria on the way to Mirador de Rio, a ring tail Hen Harrier gave 
excellent views over the car. Mirador de Rio offered spectacular views over to the 
Island of La Graciosa although we passed on paying €5 each to enter the actual 

viewing area.  
 
Down at the harbour in Orzola, Whimbrel and Curlew were new along with Little 
Egret and a colour ringed Spoonbill. The final part of the day was spent around 
Tabeysco looking for the local race of African Blue Tit without success. We 
therefore had to make do with good views of Sardinian and Spectacled Warblers 
before returning to Playa Blanca via Mirador de Haria where the Yellow-browed 
Warbler was still present and a familiar “pink” call alerted as to the presence of a 
female Common Chaffinch. 
 



 
Day 3 – 25th November 
After a quick look at Salinas de Janubio we moved on to Tias Golf Course where 
yesterday’s 6 Teals and the Pied Flycatcher were still present. Yellow (Spanish) 
Wagtail and Stonechat were new and we had further great views of Trumpeter 
Finch. We then headed off to Arrecife Harbour where the rocky shoreline held a 
small group of Sandwich Terns and a 1CY Black-headed Gull. 
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As with yesterday we managed a lunch time stop in a nice patisserie where more 
cakes were devoured and batteries recharged. A Swift species over the car as we 
drove through Costa Teguise caused a sharpish stop. Eventually we had around 20 
birds and prolonged views proved them to be Plain Swifts. Up near the entrance to 
Costa Teguise Golf Course a bush held 12+ Song Thrushes but a bigger surprise 
was a Woodcock flying around presumably flushed from the nearby Greens. 
 
Mid-afternoon we returned to Barranco de Tabayesco for another try at African Blue 
Tit. This time we had great views of at least 4 birds. On the return to Playa Blanca 
we headed back to Famara Plain to try and get some views of Houbara Bustard on 
the deck. A bird sat in a field turned out to be a Barbary Falcon, very nice indeed!  
 
We then proceeded to get the front tyres stuck in sand and spent a pleasant 10 
minutes digging sand away from the wheels and collecting rocks. Unfortunately we 
were unable to locate any Houbaras this time around. Instead we had to make do 
with a flock of 200+ Lesser Short-toed Larks and a few Stone Curlews.  
 
 



Day 4 – 26th November 
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A slightly earlier start than other mornings to be down at the quay for 08:30 to catch 
the 09:00 ferry to Corralejo. We saw absolutely nothing in terms of seabirds on the 
way out, and upon arrival we walked to the CICAR office to collect a vehicle for our 
day on Fuerteventura.  We headed straight down the Island to Barranco de la Torre 
for our number one target and Island endemic Fuerteventura Chat. After parking 
our car and walking a short distance up the Barranco we quickly located a nice male 
and 2 females. We also managed to knock off the local Canarian race of Common 
Buzzard along with Egyptian Vulture.  
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With time of the essence we headed off to the village of Betancuria to try and add 
the African Blue Tits on Fuerteventura to the ones we had seen on Lanzarote. First 
thing though was a spot of lunch in a nice outdoor Tapas Restaurant in the centre of 
the village. Whilst we were eating away, a pair of African Blue Tits appeared in the 
tree above our heads. All very easy! We saw a further pair on the edge of the village 
on the way out. 
 

 
African Blue Tit © Judd Hunt 
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Next stop was Embasse de Molinos. After turning off the main road we stopped by 
some goat pens which appeared to be attracting lots of birds. A couple of Black-
bellied Sandgrouse duly flew in and landed in front of us whilst a Cream-coloured 
Courser gave excellent views close to the car. Down at the reservoir we added a 
few new trip birds such as Mallard, Tufted Duck, Coot and Common Snipe. 
 
Before we returned to the Ferry at 6pm we spent some time around the plains near 
Tindaya hoping for Houbara Bustard but despite our efforts the best we could come 
up with were lots of Lesser Short-toed Larks. 
 
Day 5 – 27th November 
With all our main targets seen we had a lazy day loafing around the Island. Our 
usual stop at Salinas de Janubio on the way north added nothing new and a look off 
the coast at Charco del Palco failed to produce anything on a flat calm sea.  We 
ended up lunching at Orzola and afterwards a look along the rocky shoreline gave us 
a few Little Egrets, Whimbrels and Spoonbill.  
 



 
Sunset Playa Blanca © Alex Bevan 
 
A much hotter day today so we decided to head back to our Villa for a dip in the pool.  
Final task for the day was a short drive out to the lighthouse at Faro Pechiguera for a 
spectacular sunset and a few Yellow-legged Gulls drifting around.  
 
Day 6 – 28th November   
With a lunch time flight we stopped off in Puerto del Carmen for breakfast at an Irish 
Pub where we also added our final new bird of the trip, a fly over Rose-ringed 
Parakeet, before heading off to the airport.  

Systematic List – IOC World Bird Checklist v7.3 

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
Common on any area of water with counts of 123 at Embalse de los Molinos, 
Fuerteventura and 26 at Salinas de Janubio. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
3 at Embalse de los Molinos, Fuerteventura. 

Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 
6 birds on the pool at ias Golf Course. 

Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 
A single bird at Embalse de los Molinos, Fuerteventura. 

Barbary Partridge Alectoris barbara 
Seen on a few occasions around the Island. Good views at Salinas de Janubio, 
Costa Teguise Golf Course and Tabayesco. Maximum daily count of 8 birds. 

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 
A maximum count of 58 birds at Salinas de Janubio. 
 



Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia                        
A pair at Orzola included a colour flagged bird. Also 4 at Embalse de los Molinos, 
Fuerteventura. 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Common. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 
Seen daily. 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 
Small numbers seen along the coast. 

Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
A single bird sat on a post at Salinas de Janubio. 
 
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus 
4 birds seen on Fuerteventura. 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 
A single bird at Mirador de Haria. 

Western Marsh Harrier Curcus aeruginosus 
Several sightings on Lanzarote including Salinas de Janubio & Tabayesco. Also 
seen on Fuerteventura near Betancuria. 
 
Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus 
Great views of a ringtail bird over the car and sat in a field north of Teguise and 
another bird nearby at Mirador de Rio.  

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo 
2 birds on Fuerteventura. 

Houbara Bustard Chlamydotis undulata             
We spent a considerable amount of time driving around the plains south of Soo and 
Caleta de Famara (29.079415, -13.584686). On our first effort we eventually 
managed to see 3 birds although mainly in flight, and only briefly on the deck. The 
following evening we drew a blank altogether. Meanwhile, a brief time bound search 
on the Tindaya Plain on Fuerteventura before we caught the ferry back also drew a 
blank. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica Atra 
53 at Embalse de los Molinos, Fuerteventura. 

Stone Curlew Burhinus oedicnemus  
Up to 5 birds on the Teguise Plain including one bird picked up dead. 
 
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 
A maximum count of 25 at Salinas de Janubio. Also seen on Fuerteventura at 
Embalse de los Molinos. 



 
Pied Avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
Just the one bird at Salinas de Janubio. 
 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 
A few birds at Salinas de Janubio and at a couple of other sites along the coast. 
 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 
Pretty numerous at Salinas de Janubio. Also seen at a few other coastal locations. 
 
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus 
Up to 25 birds at Salinas de Janubio. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 
A couple of birds seen around the coast. 
 
Eurasian Curlew Numenius arquata 
Just the one sighting at Orzola. 

Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria intrepres  
Common along the rocky coastline. 

Sanderling Calidris alba 
Maximum of 8 at Salinas de Janubio. 
 
Little Stint Calidris minuta 
2 birds at Salinas de Janubio. 
 
Eurasian Woodcock Scolopax rusticol 
A single bird seen flying around at Costa Teguise Golf Course. 

Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago 
One along the shoreline at Embalse de los Molinos, Fuerteventura.  

Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
Seen on both islands with a daily maximum of 10. 

Common Redshank Tringa tetanus 
Up to 8 at Salinas de Janubio. 

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 
Maximum count of 4 at Salinas de Janubio. 
 
Cream-coloured Courser Cursorius cursor 
First seen on the Teguise Plain whilst looking for Houbara Bustard. Some good 
views also on Fuerteventura with 7 birds at various sites including Embalse de los 
Molinos, Tindaya Plain and from the car between Corrajelo and Puerto de Rossario. 
 
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 



Singles at Salinas de Janubio, Arrecife Harbour and Embalse de los Molinos, 
Fuerteventura. 

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis 
Common. 

Lesser Black Backed Gull Larus fuscus 
A single bird amongst Yellow-legged Gulls at Embalse de los Molinos, 
Fuerteventura. 

Sandwich Tern Thalasseus sandvicensis 
Regular along the coast. 

Black-bellied Sandgrouse Pterocles orientalis 
5 birds on Fuerteventura just where you turn off the road for the track to Embalse de 
los Molinos, (28.528430, -14.045898). Good views on the ground as they came in to 
feed amongst a field full of Goats! 

Feral/Rock Pigeon Columba Livia 
Seen daily. 

Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto 
Common. 

Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis 
Small numbers seen in various villages as we drove around Lanzarote plus a few on 
Fuerteventura. 

Western Barn Owl Tyto alba 
A dead roadside bird. 

Plain Swift Apus unicolor 
Good views of 20 + birds feeding over the outskirts of Costa Teguise. 

Rose-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri 
Our final new bird of the trip, which flew over us calling as we were eating breakfast 
in Puerto del Carmen before our flight home. 

Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops 
Reasonably common with regular sightings. 

Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
Common. 

Peregrine Falco peregrinnus  
3 birds seen.  

Barbary Falcon Falco pelegrinoides 
One bird sat on the deck on the plains south of Caleta de Famara later seen trying to 
catch a Hoopoe. 



Southern Grey Shrike Lanius elegans 
Common on both islands, including great views of a bird with a dead mouse. Birds of 
the race ‘koenigi’ also known as Desert Grey Shrike. 

Northern Raven Corvus corax 
Regular sightings. 

Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis 
Just the single bird amongst Lesser Short-toed Larks on the Famara Plain. 

Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens 
Large flocks seen on both the plains of Fuerteventura and Lanzarote maximum 
count of around 260. 

African Blue Tit Cyanistes ultramarinus 
We managed great views on Lanzarote at Barranco de Tabayesco. Entering the 
village from the LZ-1 keep bearing right and eventually the road turns into a drivable 
gravel track. We had 4 birds in bushes right next to the track after around 1km 
(29.129904, -13.494480). We also saw birds on Fuerteventura in the village of 
Betancuria. We had 2 birds in bushes by the road next to the “leaving Betancuria 
sign” as you head south. We also saw another pair in bushes above our head in a 
restaurant in the centre of the village. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 
5 birds seen coming down to drink at the pool at Tias Golf Course. 

Common Chiff Chaff Phylloscopus collybita 
Small numbers seen on both islands. 
 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus  
A single bird picked up on call and eventually seen well near Mirador de Haria. 
 
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
One at Tabayesco whilst looking for African Blue Tit. 

Spectacled Warbler Sylvia conspicillata 
Common with some great photographic opportunities. 

Sardinian Warbler Sylvia melanocephala 
Fairly common. 

European Starling Sturnus vulgaris 
Seen on several occasions. 

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos 
One bush near Costa Teguise Golf Course held 12 birds. Otherwise seen on a few 
occasions. 
 
European Robin Erithacus rubecula 
Heard on a few occasions and seen near Mirador de Haria. 



 
Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
A bird seen several times during visits to Tias Golf Course. 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruro 
Seen most days with some excellent views near Mirador de Haria.  

European Stonechat Saxicola rubicola 
Singles at Tias Golf Course and 4 birds near Charco del Palco. 
 
Canary Island Stonechat (Fuerteventura) Chat Saxicola dacotiae 
The main target of our trip. We had little problem locating 3 birds at Barranco de la 
Torre (28.363021, -13.885801). Leaving the main coast road follow the road through 
Salinas de Carmen past the Salt Museum to the beach. A drivable gravel track 
heads in land from here by the obvious white building. We parked by the Date Palms 
around ½ KM inland and the birds gave great views on wire fences just past here. 
We also saw 2 distant birds at Embalse de Los Molinos. 

Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis 
Common. 

Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
Several birds seen around the pool at Tias Golf Course appeared to be of the 
‘iberiae’ race – Spanish Wagtail. 
 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
One at Tias Golf Course. 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba 
Seen at Salinas de Janubio, Tias Golf Course and Embalse de Los Molinos, 
Fuerteventura. 
 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis 
A couple of birds seen at Salinas de Janubio & Tias Golf Course. 

Berthelot’s Pipit Anthus berthelotii 
Pretty much everywhere. 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
A familiar ‘pink’ call near Mirador de Haria alerted us to the presence of a female 
bird. 

Trumpeter Finch Bucanetes githagineus 
Great views of several large flocks. 

European Greenfinch Chloris chloris 
Just a single bird seen, on Fuerteventura. 

Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina 
Fairly common. 



Atlantic Canary Serinus canaria 
Reasonably common around the Haria area. 

Mammals 

Barbary Ground Squirrel Atlantoxerus getulus 
Good views at Barranco de la Torre, Fuerteventura, 
 


