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Schlegel’s Asity, Ampijoroa, Madagascar, 25th October 2011 

 

This is a report on a trip to Madagascar by Richard and Emer Rae. I will make it clear at this 

point that this was not a comprehensive birding tour - this was actually our honeymoon 

and, while Emer is as supportive a partner as a birder could ever wish for, there is no way 

that our honeymoon was going to be a 3 week clean-up birding trip!  

 

The reason I decided to write up this report was that there may be some birders who have 

dismissed Madagascar on the grounds that such a trip is the only way to get a satisfactory 

sample of the country’s incredible birdlife - in fact, for those who are willing to accept a 



degree of compromise and who have an understanding non-birding partner, Madagascar can 

make an ideal “combined” holiday destination (albeit not a cheap one).  

 

By visiting essentially just two of the main birding sites, we were able to see 73 Madagascar 

endemics as well as a further 17 regional endemics, including representatives of all the 

endemic families. After the birding and wildlife bit, we spent a wonderful week chilling out 

on the island of Nosy Be, where there are some fantastic beach hotels. 

 

The birding highlights are almost too numerous to mention, as Madagascar is full of 

absolute gems, but would have to include all 4 rainforest Ground-rollers, White-breasted 

Mesite, Madagascar Flufftail, Madagascar Cuckoo-roller, Schlegel’s and Velvet 

Asities, 10 species of Vanga including Van Dam’s and Nuthatch, 5 species of Coua, 

Madagascar Long-eared Owl, Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher, both Emu-tails and 

Crossley’s Babbler. 

 

Additionally, various lemurs including the iconic Indri added to our enjoyment of the trip. 

Getting There, Getting Around and Ground Arrangements 
 

Our international flights, booked on www.travelocity.co.uk and costing £879 per person 

from London, were with Kenya Airways via Nairobi on the way out, and with Air Mauritius 

and Air France via Mauritius and Paris on the way back. All flights were pretty much on 

time. 

 

All of the other arrangements for our trip, except our hotel on Nosy Be, were made by 

Bakoly Razanamiarantsoa, who put together a bespoke itinerary based on my requirements, 

and  also accompanied us (except on Nosy Be). Bakoly runs a company called Madagascar 

Great Island Adventure Safaris - http://www.mgias.com/Madagascar_Tours.  

 

Pretty much everything went like clockwork and I can very highly recommend Bakoly to 

anyone planning a birding or more general trip to Madagascar (she is familiar with all sites 

regularly visited by birders and can arrange good bird guides which is absolutely key unless 

you have loads of time - she also has recordings for most species - as well as being a very 

nice person!). 

 

Bakoly had booked local guides in advance for Perinet-Mantadia and Ampijoroa. 

 

At Perinet-Mantadia we had Luc (brother of the more well-known Patrice) who was nothing 

short of magnificent. I have never known a guide so willing to go the extra mile to track 

down difficult rainforest skulkers. 

 

At Ampijoroa we had Romain (Bakoly had booked the more well-known Jackie but he had 

apparently backed out a few days before because he had the offer of a - presumably more 

http://www.travelocity.co.uk/
http://www.mgias.com/Bakoly_Voahangy_Razanamiarantsoa
http://www.mgias.com/Madagascar_Tours


lucrative - tour group booking). Romain was also excellent and found us everything we were 

after so can certainly be recommended as an alternative to Jackie. 

 

Our trip included 3 internal flights with Air Madagascar (“Air Mad”), who do have a bit of a 

reputation for changing their times. Our first two flights were at the scheduled time, but our 

last one, which was in November (they change their schedules twice yearly and one of those 

is at the end of October so that was probably a factor), changed a couple of times.  

Therefore it’s worth reconfirming a couple of times in the week before (which Bakoly did for 

us except for our last flight back from Nosy Be when the hotel did it). It’s also worth 

allowing a bit of slack in your itinerary to allow for any changes to Air Mad schedules, and 

don’t plan anything else major for a day on which you have a flight. 

 

 

Red tape 

 

Not too much - tourists staying up to 30 days can get a visa free on arrival. However be 

warned that this is a tortuous process that takes an inexplicably long time and involves a 

bafflingly large number of people (most of whom just seemed to pass our passports to the 

next person).  

Unfortunately during this time, someone had inadvertently taken my bag from the carousel 

(which I didn’t find out until later in the day when the airport called us at our hotel to let us 

know). At the time I assumed that the bag had got lost in transit and had to go through the 

whole rigmarole of reporting it lost and buying new clothes and toiletries - not how I 

planned to spend my first couple of hours of my honeymoon! 

Fortunately I was reunited with my bag the next morning. Had we been heading straight to 

a birding site from the airport instead of overnighting in Tana it could have been more of a 

problem. 

 

Accommodation 

 

All very nice - mind you it was our honeymoon so we opted to stay in the best places 

available. I believe the better accommodation near to National Parks does tend to get 

booked up, especially during the September - November period. 

 

 

Food 

 

Generally good, certainly plenty of it, and quite French (or Italian on Nosy Be) influenced. 

Language 
 

French (as well as native Malagasy languages) is more commonly spoken in Madagascar 

than English, although having Bakoly as a guide meant we didn’t have any problems.  

 



Weather 

 

Although the time of our trip was the start of the rainy season, we encountered very little 

rain, and it certainly didn’t hamper our activities. Mostly the weather was fine and sunny. At 

Ampijoroa it was very hot during the middle of the day. 

Health and Safety 
 

No major issues; there is Malaria in Madagascar so we took our anti-malarials (Malarone 

being the recommended one). 

 

We both had upset stomachs during the trip, although nothing too serious. I spent one 

afternoon feeling pretty dreadful at Perinet. I’m not sure of the exact reason but it was 

probably a combination of fatigue after a couple of very full-on days and something I had 

eaten. 

 

In terms of people, at no time did we feel remotely threatened although we spent little time 

in urban areas. 

 

We found the people of Madagascar to be extremely friendly and welcoming. 

Trip Reports, Field Guides and Recordings 
 

There are numerous trip reports available for Madagascar available on the internet - as I 

knew the trip we were planning was slightly different to the norm I didn’t make as much use 

of them as I usually would. 

 

The only Field Guide you need for Madagascar is the Birds of the Indian Ocean Islands by 

Sinclair and Legrand. Additionally the Southern African Birdfinder by Cohen, Spottiswoode 

and Rossouw covers Madagascar and gives a useful overview of the key sites. 

 

I didn’t bother to bring any recordings as the local guides in the national parks are skilled at 

imitating the skulkers, and also Bakoly had recordings of most species on her phone as back 

up. If one were planning a totally independent trip however, you would certainly want to 

bring recordings as there are many forest species you would otherwise struggle badly  to 

see. 

 

Itinerary 

 

18th Oct Arrived Antananarivo (= Tana) late am -  transferred to Tana Plazza Hotel - 

brief visit to Lake Alorobia but was shut - O/N Tana Plazza Hotel. 

19th Oct Drive from Tana to Andasibe - afternoon visit to Perinet - O/N Mikalo Hotel. 

20th Oct All day birding in Mantadia NP - O/N Mikalo Hotel. 



21st Oct Morning birding in Mantadia - check in to Vakona Lodge - afternoon visit to 

Perinet and Ampasipotsy Swamp. O/N Vakona Lodge. 

22nd Oct Morning visit to Perinet - afternoon visit to Perinet - O/N Vakona Lodge. 

23rd Oct Drive from Andasibe to Antananarivo via Mangoro River and Mandraka Reptile 

Farm - O/N Tana Plazza Hotel. 

24th Oct Morning visit to Lake Alorobia - flight from Tana to Mahajanga - drive from 

Mahajanga to Ampijoroa with stop at Amboromalandy Dam - night walk at 

Ampijoroa -  O/N Ampijoroa Bungalows. 

25th Oct Morning visit to Ampijoroa (2 areas) - afternoon boat trip on Lake Ravelobe - 

O/N Ampijoroa Bungalows. 

26th Oct Morning visit to Ampijoroa - afternoon drive to Mahajanga - O/N La Badamier 

Hotel in Mahajanga. 

27th Oct Morning flight from Mahajanga to Nosy Be - taxi to Amarina Hotel - O/N 

Amarina Hotel. 

28th Oct Amarina Hotel - O/N Amarina Hotel. 

29th Oct Amarina Hotel - O/N Amarina Hotel. 

30th Oct Amarina Hotel - O/N Amarina Hotel. 

31st Oct Amarina Hotel - O/N Amarina Hotel. 

1st Nov Transfer to Andilana Beach Resort - O/N Andilana Beach Resort. 

2nd Nov Andilana Beach Resort - O/N Andilana Beach Resort. 

3rd Nov Andilana Beach Resort - evening flight from Nosy Be to Tana - transfer to 

Tana Plazza Hotel - O/N Tana Plazza Hotel. 

4th Nov  Visit to Tana Zoo - transfer to Tana Airport - flight from Tana - Mauritius - 

Paris - London Heathrow (arriving 5th Nov). 

 

 

SITES VISITED 

 

Most sites visited are very well covered in the available literature and various trip reports so 

I will not spend too much time on this here. 

 

PERINET-MANTADIA NP 

 

These adjacent protected areas, about 3 hours drive east of the capital on good roads, 

comprise arguably the key site for birders visiting Madagascar, as they are home to the vast 

majority of the eastern rainforest endemics, are easy to get to, and have excellent local 

guides.  

Perinet is smaller, much more “landscaped”, and is near the village of Andasibe where there 

is a variety of accommodation.  

Mantadia is bigger, much wilder, and about 45 mins drive from Andasibe up a road of 

variable quality.  

The plush Vakona Lodge is situated between the two areas.  

 



If a guide has not been arranged in advance, the best bet is to ask at the visitor’s centre at 

Perinet. During the main season for ground-rollers (Sep - Nov) the better bird guides are 

frequently booked up well in advance. 

 

AMPASIPOTSY MARSH 

 

About 15km back towards Tana from Andasibe, a short walk from the main road, are some 

swamps that hold, among other things, Grey Emu-tail. Local guides at Perinet will know 

this site. 

 

MANGORO RIVER 

 

The bridge over the Mangoro River, between Tana and Andasibe (much nearer Andasibe), is 

a reliable spot for Madagascar Pratincole during the breeding season, although Bakoly did 

tell us that local people have been hunting the birds for food, so this may not remain the 

case. 

 

LAKE ALAROBIA 

 

Within the boundaries of Tana, this Lake has an impressive heronry that includes small 

numbers of Madagascar Pond Heron. Worth visiting if you have a spare half day in Tana. 

 

AMPIJOROA  

 

Ampijoroa is an area within Ankarafantsika National Park (the two names are often used 

interchangeably by birders). It is situated approx 2.5 hours drive south of the port of 

Mahajanga (on the north-west coast of Madagascar), on an excellent road (linking  

Mahajanga and Tana) that passes through scenery reminiscent of north-western Australia.  

There is a small amount of accommodation at Ampijoroa Forest Station, and you can also 

camp here. The habitat is totally different to the eastern rainforest, being dry deciduous 

forest, and there is relatively little overlap with the birds found at Perinet-Mantadia (which is 

largely why I chose it). There are two distinctly different areas of forest worth visiting within 

walking distance of the Forest Station, and also a small lake, LAKE RAVELOBE, that can be 

visited by boat. 

On the road between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa (much nearer the latter) there is a large 

dam to the east of the road called AMBOROMALANDY DAM that is worth a quick scan. 

 

NOSY BE 

 

Nosy Be is an island off the north of Madagascar. It is not a birding site but is probably the 

most popular holiday venue in Madagascar and has some fine beach hotels, of which we 

availed.  

(Not to be confused with Nose Ve, which is a birding site!). 

 

 

DAILY DIARY 



 

17th - 18th Oct - Our journey started with an overnight flight from London Heathrow to 

Nairobi with Kenya Airways. Waiting in the less-than-salubrious surroundings of Nairobi 

airport for our connecting flight to Madagascar, I had noticed what I thought were almost 

certainly a group of birders, and by chance happened to be sitting next to one of them on 

the flight to Antananarivo. We began chatting and he introduced himself as Rod Martins. 

Rod and company were on a somewhat lengthier and more bird-focused trip than us, but we 

were all heading to Perinet as our first stop, so we said au revoir at Tana airport, fully 

expecting to bump into each other again in a couple of days (as turned out to be the case). 

As mentioned above, the unfathomably lengthy visa process on arrival at Tana gave 

someone the opportunity to walk off with my case (although at the time I assumed it was 

lost in transit), making for a less-than-optimal first few hours in Madagascar, as, after being 

met by Bakoly and our driver Serge, we headed to a nearby supermarket to purchase 

enough clothes and toiletries to get me through the next few days. While doing so we 

experienced some of the only rain of the trip, as it beat down on the metal roof of the 

supermarket. Then it was on to the Tana Plazza (TP) to check in, followed by a visit to Lake 

Alarobia which unfortunately turned out to be shut, so it was straight back to the TP for a 

snooze. Fortunately I received word that my case had been returned to the airport before 

dinner, so I was at least able to have a relatively relaxing first evening. We ate dinner in the 

restaurant at the TP, washed down with the first Three Horses Beer of the trip. 

 

19th Oct - After breakfast at the TP, we set off at about 8am to drive to the airport to 

collect my case, which fortunately proved straightforward although the traffic en route  was 

bad. Then it was east towards the village of Andisabe, about a 3-and-a-half hour drive from 

the airport, where we checked in at the pleasant Hotel Mikalo and had some lunch. After 

this we drove the short distance to Perinet and met Luc, our guide for the next few days. A 

short walk in the reserve was reasonably productive, despite not being the best time of day. 

The highlight was definitely a pair of staked-out, roosting Collared Nightjars on the forest 

floor (a bird that I doubt anyone has ever seen sans guide!), although it was also nice to 

see our first Madagascar Cuckoo-roller and get the lemur list started with Eastern Grey 

Bamboo Lemur and Common Brown Lemur (as well as our first “hearing” of Indri). 

 



 
Collared Nightjars, Perinet, Madagascar, 19th October 2011 

 

We also heard but failed to see Red-breasted Coua, a bird we would dip entirely during our 

trip. 

 

Back at the visitor’s centre, we again encountered the English crew who had been on our 

flight (in addition to Rod, they were Shaun Coyle, John Pegden and Duncan Wilson). They 

were guideless and (it is probably fair to say!) more than a little concerned about how their 

visit to Perinet/Mantadia was going to pan out. After a short discussion with Luc and Bakoly, 

plans were made to join forces for the following day’s visit to Mantadia. We then returned to 

the Mikalo for our evening meal. Bakoly had very thoughtfully obtained a bottle of red wine 

from the local village (as a honeymoon offering), which we gratefully accepted! 

 

Then it was early to bed due to a very early start the following morning. 

 

20th Oct - We arose at about 4am for breakfast and then set off at about 5am for Mantadia 

with the others, who had driven to the Mikalo to meet us. It took about 45 minutes to get to 

the first birding stop of the day. Luc got out and disappeared into the forest for a few 

minutes (this was to be a pattern over the next few days) before declaring that we would 

need to drive on a bit further. At the next stop he again went off into the forest, while we 

birded along the road (not seeing too much as I recall) until Luc returned a few minutes 

later asking us to accompany him for the first of many scrambles up steep densely forested 

slopes. On this occasion we were rewarded with crippling views of a pair of one of the most 

sought after birds in Mantadia (and indeed Madagascar) - Short-legged Ground-roller. 



We were all able to have our fill of these superb birds, as they flew from perch to perch, on 

one occasion landing right overhead. Mega. 

 

 
Short-legged Ground-rollers, Mantadia NP, Madagascar, 20th October 2011 

 

Back at the road (having had brief views of a couple of Wooly Lemurs en route) we had an 

inconclusive view of what may have been a Madagascar Sparrowhawk, before heading on 

further into Mantadia. Parking up, we saw our first, very attractive Red-tailed Vanga 

before following a trail into the forest. A Madagascar Starling showed briefly but not 

everyone was able to get on it before it flew. Next we were heading off trail for another one 

of the stars - a species that is sometimes regarded as the most beautiful in Madagascar. It 

didn’t take long before Luc had called it in and we were all enjoying great views of Pitta-

like Ground-roller - certainly an exquisite bird. I had expected this species to be on the 

forest floor but it was perched about a meter off the ground. Two Ground-rollers in the bag 

and it was barely 7:30 - not bad going! Back on the trail, it wasn’t long before Luc had 

whistled in a pair of Crossley’s Babbler  - another amazing Madagascar endemic, with a 

striking number of similarities to Rail-babbler (in my view at least!). A little further along 

the trail we hit a birdy area that contained a number of new species - Nelicourvi Weaver 

(even the weavers are really good looking in Madagascar), Madagascar Blue Vanga, 

Tylas and our first Madagascar Cuckoo-shrikes (again, smarter looking that the average 

Cuckoo-shrike!). 

 

The others had not yet seen Collared Nightjar so we made a short detour to see a very 

obliging, and slightly more exposed, bird than the “head-to-head” pair we had seen 



yesterday. The new birds were coming thick and fast this morning, and the next run of 

species included Blue Coua, Madagascar Brush-warbler, a remarkably showy 

Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo and a cracking Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher. In a treetop 

was a very handsome Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur. 

 

 
Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher, Mantadia NP, Madagascar, 20th October 2011 

 

We emerged from the forest into a more open area, and headed to a small pool. We quickly 

saw a Madagascar Little Grebe and, a few minutes later a pair of Meller’s Ducks - far 

from the most impressive bird seen during the morning, but a rare and welcome species 

that I hadn’t really expected to see. Also here was a pair of Madagascar Swamp-

warblers, and a Greater Vasa Parrot flew overhead (the only one of these that we would 

see as it turned out). After an unsuccessful attempt to coax in a Madagascar Flufftail, it was 

back into the forest for a final short walk before lunch, seeing Nuthatch Vanga and our 

first Long-billed Greenbuls en route. While eating our lunch, we heard a pair of White-

throated Rails calling nearby, which proved very easy to get excellent views of (indeed, 

one of them subsequently walked right out into the open just opposite where we were sat 

eating our sandwiches!). Our first Common Newtonia also kept us company while we 

restored our energy levels. 

 



 
White-throated Rail, Mantadia NP, Madagascar, 20th October 2011 

 

Heading back out into the forest, it was inevitably somewhat slower than the bird-filled 

morning had been. Never-the-less, we still managed to notch up some more excellent birds, 

including the rather odd-looking Wedge-tailed Jery, a handsome Madagascar Blue 

Pigeon, a manakin-like male Velvet Asity (my moment of glory as it was the about the 

only decent  thing I spotted first!) and, eventually and after a lot of searching, a pair 

(although I only definitely saw one) of Scaly Ground-rollers, which were actually living up 

to their name and remaining firmly terrestrial. Somewhat reminiscent of a mutant Zoothera 

thrush, we were again treated to excellent views of our third GR of the day (although I 

failed to get any decent photos and wished in retrospect that I had just put the camera 

away!). While watching the Scaly, another Pitta-like Ground-roller flew in and gave me (I 

don’t think anyone else managed to get on it, or they were busy watching the Scalys) some 

very welcome seconds of this gem. 

 

Returning to the vehicle in the later afternoon and heading back down the road, the birding 

wasn’t quite over for the day, as Luc still had a couple of stake-outs up his sleeve. A marshy 

area by the roadside was our first stop, and after a bit of effort a Madagascar Rail was 

seen quickly darting across an open patch. Carrying on further, Luc went off to check 

something out before returning to get us, this time for a superb view of a Madagascar 

Long-eared Owl, a fine conclusion to what had been a truly memorable day of birding. 

 



 
 Madagascar Long-eared Owl, near Vakona Lodge, Madagascar, 20th October 2011 

 

The birding may have finished but the day hadn’t quite. After returning to the Mikalo where 

we enjoyed  a quick beer to toast the day’s success, we all headed out again along the road 

near Perinet for a night walk. Although we didn’t manage to see any more birds, we did see 

a couple of nice lemurs (Greater Dwarf and Goodman’s Mouse) as well as some 

photogenic chameleons and frogs. 

  

Plans were made to meet again in the morning for a return visit to Mantadia, before we had 

our dinner and retired for the evening. 

 

21st Oct - Up at the same time as yesterday, after breakfast we headed once again to 

Mantadia, to visit a different, higher area than we had yesterday, in the hope of seeing 

some additional species. 

After driving up to Mantadia, we parked up and followed a trail up and along a forested 

ridge. Early on we had a fine view of a perched Madagascar Cuckoo-roller, quickly 

followed by our first views of an Indri, the poster-boy for Madagascar wildlife. Continuing 

up through the forest, we continued seeing a few birds although it was undoubtedly a 

slower morning than we had had yesterday. The first new birds were 2 Dark Newtonias, 

which took a little while to get satisfactory views of. Luc heard a Rufous-headed Ground-

roller nearby and we duly made a sortie off trail to try and see it. We got very close to it but 

unfortunately it slipped away unseen. A decision was made to return to the road and try a 

different trail as we weren’t seeing a lot. On the way back down we had a male Velvet 

Asity. Walking slowly along the road for a bit, Luc was able to call a Henst’s Goshawk into 

view - a good bird to get. Also along here were a couple of Rand’s Warblers, a handsome 



but restless pair of White-throated Oxylabes, my first Stripe-throated Jery (the others 

had all seen loads by this point!) and half a dozen Lesser Vasa Parrots. Then it was back 

into the forest on another ridge trail. One of the first birds seen was a fine Frances’s 

Sparrowhawk; a bit further up we encountered a few smaller birds in the canopy. One was 

watched for a while before we reached a concensus that it was “just” a Green Jery. Further 

up we got on another bird that we were all happy with as Cryptic Warbler, a subtly 

attractive bird that was only described as recently as 1996. Luc then announced that he had 

heard another Rufous-headed Ground-roller and that he would ascertain whether it was 

possibly seeable. (It was so far away that the rest of us hadn’t even heard it). He went off 

into the forest while we sat down for a rest. After maybe 25 minutes he came back to get 

us, and we followed him down a very steep slope, across a river and then up another steep 

slope on the other side. It was an epic scramble. This took us to a difficult viewing spot 

where only a few of us could reasonably hope to see the bird at one time - it didn’t look 

very promising. Still, the bird was at least still calling very close by. I crouched down and 

stared intensely at a small open-ish area just downslope, where we hoped the bird would 

appear. After what seemed like a long time of Luc calling the bird in, there was some 

movement. Looking hard into the gloom I could make out a rufous head, and a black, 

white-mottled chin patch - Rufous-headed Ground-roller! It then hopped into the open 

for a few seconds, before again disappearing. Still, a very satisfying view and clearly a great 

bird to get here. Emer and I then moved back to let the others have a go. It took a while 

but eventually we all had views - what a relief! Unfortunately after this we had to retrace 

our steps to get back to the main trail, but it had been worth it. At this point Luc’s 

reputation as a bit of a legend was sealed - it was an incredible effort on his part to not only 

locate the bird but to get everyone on it. We continued a short way up the trail, seeing 

Red-fronted Coua, before heading back down. We had not gone far when Luc heard 

another uber-skulker and began trying to call it in. I was in the right place at the right time 

and quickly got a superb view of the Brown Emu-tail, a rather tapaculo like species. Emer 

and I then sat down for a rest while the others tried to see it (which, happily, they all did). 

So, a very successful second morning at Mantadia, after which we headed to the Vakona 

Lodge (where we had already arranged to stay for our second two nights in the area - not 

any reflection on the Mikalo which was lovely!) to check in and have some lunch before the 

afternoon’s birding in Perinet. The afternoon was again a bit on the slow side, with the 

highlight being a pair of Madagascar Wood-rails and 6 Indris. It was decided to finish 

the day with a visit to Ampasipotsy Marshes, about 15km back towards Tana from Andasibe. 

Although we failed to find Madagascar Snipe, we did have a good view of a Grey Emu-tail, 

and also the first Madagascar Nightjars of the trip. As we were leaving here it began to 

rain heavily. We swapped email addresses and said our goodbyes to Rod, Shaun, Duncan 

and John, as they were heading south towards Ranomafana  - it had been a thoroughly 

enjoyable two days with them and it was a pity we weren’t able to round it all off with a few 

beers - however the logistics didn’t quite work for that given the location of our respective 

accommodations. Back at the Vakona we were feeling particularly tired and achey after all 

the off-trail scrambling of the past couple of days, so headed to bed very early. 

 

22nd Oct - Last day at Perinet, and a chance to mop up a few species that had been 

eluding us so far. We were both feeling a bit the worse for wear today, a feeling that grew 

during the day, such that I was barely able to drag myself out in the afternoon and Emer 



decided to relax at the Vakona. Anyway, the morning. First new bird was a handsome 

Ward’s Flycatcher, supposedly quite a common bird but this was the only one we saw. 

Then a brief but tickable view of a Madagascar Crested Ibis as it took flight and 

disappeared, never to be seen again (by us at least!). Running out of potential new species, 

we embarked on a long walk uphill , which was eventually rewarded with a marvellous view 

of a male Forest Rock Thrush, which obligingly sat still on a nearby branch for about 15 

minutes while I took some decidedly average photos of it. 

 

 
Forest Rock Thrush, Perinet, Madagascar, 22nd October 2011 

 

Very happy to have got this bird, we slowly made our way back to the visitor’s centre, 

getting great views of an accipiter which generated a lot of discussion (and a few photos) 

but after getting home and checking against other photos I decided it was just another 

Frances’s Sparrowhawk rather than a Madagascar Sparrowhawk (which remained unseen 

the whole trip). We also had our best views of Indri, with a group of 6 in trees right above 

us, which gave us a great show including a period of singing, which is unbelievably loud 

when you are right underneath them! 

 

Returned to Vakona Lodge for lunch, and our first Madagascar Kingfisher, perched on a 

tree overhanging the Vakona lake. We were both feeling pretty drained, and were it not for 

the fact that it was our last day in the area, and hence the last chance to see some species, 

we would both have retired to bed for the afternoon. As it was, Emer stayed at the Vakona 

but I (foolishly?) ventured out again. First port of call, after collecting Luc, was the Feon Y 

Ala hotel, where Luc suggested we try for a bird that I was desperate to see, but had been 



proving frustratingly elusive so far. Making a small clearing in the understorey at the edge 

of the forest, we all crouched down and peered in while Luc began to imitate Madagascar 

Flufftail, which, after a minute or two, walked into the clearing and proceeded to stand in 

full view, calling for a couple of minutes - a wonderful sight (uncaptured by  

 
Indri, Perinet, Madagascar, 22nd October 2011 

 

camera as Emer had it back at the hotel, where I later discovered it had remained 

untouched 

all afternoon!) and for me one of the birding highlights of the trip - although I am a massive 

rail and crake fan. After this early success, we birded along the road to just past the Perinet 

entrance. Being mid afternoon by this stage, and with me feeling about as bad as I ever 

have while birding abroad, it wasn’t ideal, and the only other new bird we managed to eke 

out was a Common Jery, which had so far remained unseen (although it turned out to be 

more numerous at Ampijoroa which is presumably where it was named!). Back at Perinet 

car park, we bid farewell to Luc and gave him a tip which I hoped was commensurate with 

the outstanding birds and other wildlife that he had shown us over the past few days. 

Returned to the Vakona for a much needed snooze, after which I felt a little bit better, 

before struggling through dinner and then having an early night. 

 

23rd Oct - A welcome and much needed lie in, from which I arose feeling much better. 

After breakfast, we packed up and left the Vakona at about 8:30am, for the drive back to 

Tana. En route we made a stop at the bridge over the Mangoro River where, after a few 

minutes waiting, we saw 5 Madagascar Pratincoles, both in flight and perched on 

boulders in the river. Continuing on, we stopped at Marozevo reptile farm, where various 

chameleons, frogs and snakes could be seen at close quarters. After lunch here, we 

continued on to Tana where we spent some time at the curio shops picking up a few 



souvenirs, before continuing on to the TP. Having been told that it was our honeymoon on 

our previous stay here, they had kindly sent up some fruit to our room. After polishing that 

off, we made our way downstairs for a few drinks at the bar before our evening meal, after 

which it was again early to bed. 

 

24th Oct - After breakfast, we left the TP at 8am, for another try at Lake Alarobia which, 

happily, was open this time. Bakoly and I spent a productive hour slowly walking around the 

small lake - Emer elected to read in the car, not being a great fan of waterbirds. I was very 

impressed with the site - in addition to the sheer numbers of herons and ducks, there were 

a couple of quality additions to the list in the form of Madagascar Pond Heron, and a 

bonus pair of Madagascar Harriers, an uncommon endemic which can be a hard bird to 

find anywhere. 

 

 
Madagascar Harrier, Lake Alarobia, Madagascar, 24th October 2011 

 

From here it was straight to the airport for our 12:30pm flight to Mahajanga with Air Mad, in 

a 50 seat twin prop plane. It was a short flight, and soon we were on our way out of the 

airport, having been met by our new driver, Tony (Serge’s brother). From here it was a 

scenic drive on a good road south to Ampijoroa - we stopped off for a short look at 

Amboromalandy Dam on the way, although it was too big to see much without a scope. On 

arrival at Ampijoroa we met our guide Romain, and settled into our accommodation for the 

next 2 nights. In addition to our first encounter with the wonderful Coquerel’s Sifaka 

(something of a speciality of Ampijoroa), a few birds were in evidence around the car park 

including our first Sickle-billed Vangas and a Madagascar Harrier-Hawk. Either before 

or after dinner (I forget precisely), we went on quite a good night walk in the vicinity of the 

bungalows - amazingly approachable roosting Madagascar Kingfisher and Madagascar 



Magpie Robins, a Fat-tailed Dwarf-Lemur and 3-4 Grey Mouse Lemurs, which 

eventually gave quite good views although they were very active. We then spent a rather 

uncomfortable night in the bungalow, not helped by the lack of air con and what I described 

in my notes as “the world’s most uncomfortable pillows”. 

 

25th Oct - Arose at 5am for breakfast on the veranda of Bakoly’s bungalow, then started 

the first walk of the day at 6am, heading past Lake Ravelobe and into the more humid area 

of forest. Even along the road we were seeing new birds such as White-headed Vanga, 

Madagascar Green Pigeon and Sakalava Weaver; heading into the forest we saw our 

first (of many) Crested Couas and Madagascar Hoopoes and sharp-eyed Emer spotted a 

handsome Madagascar Button Quail quietly foraging in the leaf litter, the only one of 

these we would see as it turned out. Next up was a pair of striking Hook-billed Vangas, 

before I caught a glimpse of what I was sure was one of the main stars of Ampijoroa.  

 
Hook-billed Vanga, Ampijoroa, Madagascar, 25th October 2011 

 

A bit of patience paid dividends with what can only be described as a textbook performance 

from a White-breasted Mesite, at times quite tricky to get onto as it moved quite swiftly 

across the forest floor, but at others pausing in full view to deliver it’s loud song. Eventually 

it broke cover and gave an astonishing view as it walked right past Emer! An incredibly 

charismatic species that was reminiscent at times of the Australian quail-thrushes, this was 

a definite contender for bird of the trip. Our first Coquerel’s Coua appeared from the forest 

shortly afterwards - the first of a number of these we would see. Carrying on a little further, 

Romain announced that he had got on one of the other main targets for this site - 

Schlegel’s Asity. Although we got on it fairly quickly, it proved to be “just” a female, and 

this is one bird where you really need to see a male for the full experience. We waited 



around the area, every movement in the trees being closely scrutinised until Emer enquired 

whether the male had a sort of blue and green face. Unfortunately it had buggered off 

before I was able to get on it, resulting in a tense few minutes before Romain located the 

male, which then stayed put for about 10 minutes giving ridiculously good views. It seemed 

to be in the process of collecting nest-making material. Another totally cracking Madagascar 

endemic that recalls a pint-sized cotinga. Having secured the main targets for this area, and 

totally  

 

 
White-breasted Mesite, Ampijoroa, Madagascar, 25th October 2011 

 

delighted with how the morning had gone so far, we slowly headed back to the forest 

station - seeing Madagascar Jacana on the way -  for breakfast part two, before heading 

out again onto another trail leading up onto the sandy plateau - a quite different habitat to 

that in which we had started the day, and with a number of different birds. More 

Coquerel’s Couas, Crested Couas, a Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo (our second obliging 

individual of the trip), and another very brief couple of White-breasted Mesites had 

appeared before we had a run of new species in the form of a Red-capped Coua, a 

cracking pair of Rufous Vangas and a wonderful little Torotoroka (Madagascar) Scops 

Owl roosting in a tree stump very close to the path. However the main target for this piece 

of forest, the very rare and localised Van Dam’s Vanga, was refusing to play ball, and the 

temperature was rising rapidly, so we headed back to the forest station for a leisurely lunch. 

With the heat of the day passed by 4:30pm, we headed out again, this time for a boat trip 

on Lake Ravelobe. This proved to be most enjoyable, with all of the hoped-for species seen, 

including the rare Madagascar Fish Eagle, which made us wait for a while before a pair 



gave superb views. Other highlights for me were the endemic Humblot’s Heron and non-

endemic-but-nowhere-easy Allen’s Gallinule.  

Back at the forest station, we had a good conversation with Bakoly and a couple of beers at 

the “non-official” snack bar (which we actually thought was better and more reasonably 

priced than the official one - and the beer was actually cold!) before dining on burger (me) 

and pizza (Emer). It had really been an exceptional day and I was extremely glad that we 

had included Ampijoroa on the itinerary.  

It was an even hotter night than last night, and I found it really difficult to get to sleep for 

any decent amount of time, even resorting to getting up just after midnight and having a 

cold shower in a desperate - and futile - bid to get comfortable. Rather glad when dawn 

came! 

 
Torotoroka Scops Owl, Ampijoroa, Madagascar, 25th October 2011 

 

26th Oct - With only one real target left for this site, we started slightly later this morning 

(although, as mentioned above, I would have been happy to be out for first light!), and 

after a bit of breakfast headed out at 7am to return to the sandy plateau to start the hunt 

for “Jean Claude”, as we had christened our quarry. Inevitably, being so focused on one 

bird, the list for the morning was much shorter than yesterday, although we did have some 

nice views of male Madagascar Cuckoo-rollers display flighting. After two and a half 

hours, in which we had had a few responses but not a sniff of a sighting, I was starting to 

get a little bit concerned about our chances of seeing “Jean Claude”, but eventually, thanks 

to Romain, we got a good view of a female Van Dam’s Vanga - not perhaps the most 

attractive bird seen on the trip, but certainly one of the rarest and a welcome bird to finish 

on. Extremely pleased to finish on a high, we ambled back for a last lunch at the “official” 



restaurant, then drove back to Mahajanga where, on account of it being our honeymoon, 

Bakoly had managed to secure us a very nice suite in the “Le Badamier” hotel, complete 

with very welcome air conditioning after the discomfort of the last couple of nights. The day 

was rounded off with a very good meal in a French restaurant just over the road from the 

hotel. 

 

27th Oct - 5th Nov - On 27th October we flew from Mahajanga to Nosy Be, where we took 

a taxi to the Amarina Hotel, our idyllic base for the next 5 nights, before transferring to the 

less idyllic but still nice Andilana Beach Resort for a further 2 nights. On the evening of 3rd 

November we caught a flight back to Tana, where Bakoly and Serge collected us and took 

us back to the TP Hotel. We started the morning of 4th November with a visit to Tana Zoo, 

before heading to the airport for a last meal with Bakoly. Then it was home via Mauritius 

and Paris to London. 

 

 

 

If anyone would like any further information please feel free to contact me – richardrae1976 –- at –- 

gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

  



 

SYSTEMATIC LIST OF BIRDS SEEN IN MADAGASCAR, 18th OCT  - 4th NOV 2011 

 

*    MADAGASCAR ENDEMIC 

#   REGIONAL ENDEMIC 

 

* Madagascar Little Grebe Tachybaptus pelzelnii 

Good views of one on a small pond in Mantadia NP on 20th October. 

Lesser Frigatebird Fregata ariel 

One seen flying over the Amarina Hotel, Nosy Be, at dusk on 31st October. 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 

2-3 on Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

White-faced Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

Common at Lake Alarobia, 24th October, also on Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

Comb (Knob-billed) Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 

A few at Lake Alarobia on 24th October, and at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

* Meller's Duck Anas melleri 

Two on a small pond in Mantadia on 20th October. 

Red-billed Duck Anas erythrorhyncha 

6 at Ampasipotsy Marshes on 21st October, also seen at Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

Hottentot Teal Anas hottentota 

16 on Amboromalandy Dam on 24th October. 

Black Heron Egretta ardesiaca 

Common and widespread. 

Dimorphic Egret Egretta dimorpha 

Common and widespread. 

* Humblot's Heron Ardea humbloti 

One at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

One at Perinet on 22nd October, 5+ at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

Great White Egret Ardea alba 

Common and widespread. 

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Very common and widespread. 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

Common and widespread. 

Madagascar Pond-Heron Ardeola idae 

6+ seen at Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

Striated (Green-backed) Heron Butorides striatus 

3 seen while travelling from Perinet to Tana on 23rd October, one at Lake Ravelobe on 25th 

October. 

Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

Noted at a few locations, including Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus 

100+ between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa on 24th October, and common around Lake 

Ravelobe 24th - 26th October. 



* Madagascar Crested Ibis Lophotibis cristata 

One at Perinet on 22nd October. 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

One over Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

One at Lake Alarobia, and 6+ between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa on 24th October. 

* Madagascar Fish-Eagle Haliaeetus vociferoides 

A pair at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

# Madagascar Harrier Circus macrosceles 

2 at Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

* Madagascar Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides radiatus 

One at Ampijoroa on 24th October, and one there on 25th October. 

# Frances's Sparrowhawk Accipiter francesiae 

One at Mantadia on 21st October, two at Perinet on 22nd October, one at Ampijoroa on 

26th October. 

Also, an accipiter seen on 20th October at Mantadia which may have been Madagascar 

Sparrowhawk but wasn’t seen well enough to be certain. 

* Henst's Goshawk Accipiter henstii 

One at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Madagascar Buzzard Buteo brachypterus 

Small numbers seen most days at Perinet-Mantadia and Ampijoroa. Also seen on Nosy Be. 

# Madagascar Kestrel Falco newtoni 

Small numbers seen in a number of locations. 

* Madagascar Buttonquail Turnix nigricollis 

One female at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Madagascar Flufftail Sarothrura insularis 

One near Perinet on 22nd October. 

* Madagascar Wood Rail Canirallus kioloides 

A pair at Perinet on 21st October. 

* Madagascar Rail Rallus madagascariensis 

One (briefly) along the road to Mantadia on 20th October. 

* White-throated Rail Dryolimnas cuvieri 

A pair at Mantadia on 20th October, another pair there on 21st October, and 3 at Perinet on 

22nd October. 

Allen's Gallinule Porphyrio alleni 

4 at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropuso 

One at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

* White-breasted Mesite Mesitornis variegata 

3 at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Madagascar Jacana Actophilornis albinucha 

Two at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus 

One seen regularly on the beach at the Amarina Hotel, 27th - 31st October. It only had one 

leg. 

Common Sandpiper Tringa hypoleucos 



One at the Mangoro Rover on 23rd October. 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

5+ between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa on 24th October. 

Madagascar Pratincole Glareola ocularis 

5 at Mangoro River on 23rd October, and single birds seen flying over the Amarina Hotel 

most days between 28th - 31st October. 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

2 at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

Rock Dove Columba livia 

Introduced. 

* Madagascar Turtle-Dove Columba picturata 

One at Perinet on 21st October, one there the following day, ca 7 at Ampijoroa on 24th 

October, and 2 at the Amarina Hotel on 29th October. 

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 

6+ seen while driving between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa on 24th October, 3 at Ampijoroa 

on 25th October, and 5 at the Amarina Hotel on 29th October. 

* Madagascar Green-Pigeon Treron australis 

One at Ampijoroa, and 3 at Lake Ravelobe on 25th October. 

* Madagascar Blue-Pigeon Alectroenas madagascariensis 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, 3 there the following day, one at Perinet on 21st October 

and one there the following day. 

# Greater Vasa Parrot Coracopsis vasa 

One at Mantadia on 20th October. 

# Lesser Vasa Parrot Coracopsis nigra 

6 at Mantadia on 21st October, one at Perinet on 22nd October, 2 at Ampijoroa on 25th and 

26th October. 

* Grey-headed Lovebird Agapornis canus 

8 at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

Madagascar Lesser Cuckoo Cuculus rochii 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, one at Ampijoroa on 25th October. Heard frequently. 

* Coquerel's Coua Coua coquereli 

6 at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Red-fronted Coua Coua reynaudii 

One at Mantadia on 21st October, 3 chicks in the nest at Perinet on 21st October, one at 

Perinet on 22nd October, 

* Red-capped Coua Coua ruficeps 

4 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, and 5 there on 26th October. 

* Crested Coua Coua cristata 

5 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, and 2 there on 26th October. 

* Blue Coua Coua caerulea 

Two at Mantadia on 20th October, one there on 21st October, one at Perinet on 21st 

October, and two at Perinet on 22nd October. 

# Madagascar Coucal Centropus toulou 

One at Lake Alarobia on 24th October, and two at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Torotoroka (Madagascar) Scops-Owl Otus madagascariensis 

One at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 



* Madagascar Long-eared Owl Asio madagascariensis 

One near Vakona Lodge on 20th October. 

# Madagascar Nightjar Caprimulgus madagascariensis 

4 at Ampasipotsy Marshes on 21st October, and 2 at Ampijoroa on 24th October. 

* Collared Nightjar Caprimulgus enarratus 

2 roosting birds at Perinet on 19th October. 

African Palm-Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

Common in sites we visited in northern Madagascar. 

# Madagascar Black Swift Apus balstoni 

Only noted when in Antananarivo, when regularly seen from the Tana Plazza Hotel. 

# Madagascar Kingfisher Alcedo vintsioides 

One at Vakona Lodge on 22nd October, one between Perinet and Tana on 23rd October, one 

roosting and very approachable bird at Ampijoroa on the evening of 24th October, and one 

on the beach at the Amarina Hotel on 28th and 29th October. 

* Madagascar Pygmy Kingfisher Ispidina madagascariensis 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, one briefly at Perinet on 22nd October, and one at 

Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

Madagascar Bee-eater Merops superciliosus 

Small numbers seen in a number of  locations. 

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 

Small numbers seen in a number of locations. 

* Short-legged Ground-Roller Brachypteracias leptosomus 

A pair at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Scaly Ground-Roller Brachypteracias squamigerai 

One at Mantadia one 20th October (the others saw 2). 

* Pitta-like Ground-Roller Atelornis pittoides 

2 at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Rufous-headed Ground-Roller Atelornis crossleyi 

One at Mantadia on 21st October. 

# Madagascar Cuckoo-Roller Leptosomus discolor 

One male at Perinet on 19th October, one male at Mantadia on 21st October, one female at 

Ampijoroa on 25th October, and up to 3 males noisily displaying there on 26th October. 

* Madagascar Hoopoe Upupa marginata 

9 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, one there on 26th October, and one at the Amarina Hotel 

on 31st October. 

* Velvet Asity Philepitta castanea 

One male at Mantadia on 20th October and another male there the following day. 

* Schlegel's Asity Philepitta schlegeli 

A pair at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

# Madagascar Paradise-Flycatcher Terpsiphone mutata 

Seen daily in forested areas. 

# Crested Drongo Dicrurus forficatus 

Common and widespread. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Small numbers seen while driving between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa on 24th and 27th 

October, and one at the Amarina Hotel on 31st October. 



* Madagascar Cuckoo-shrike Coracina cinerea 

2 at Mantadia on 20th October, one at Ampijoroa on 25th October, 2 there on 26th October. 

* Ward's Flycatcher Pseudobias wardi 

One at Perinet on 22nd October. 

* Red-tailed Vanga Calicalius madagascariensis 

2 in Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Rufous Vanga Schetba rufa 

A pair at Ampijoroa on 25th and 26th October. 

* Hook-billed Vanga Vanga curvirostris 

2 at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Van Dam's Vanga Xenopirostris damii 

One female at Ampijoroa on 26th October. 

* Sickle-billed Vanga Falculea palliata 

4 at Ampijoroa  on 24th October, 3 there on 25th October. 

* White-headed Vanga Leptopterus viridis 

4 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, and one there on 26th October. 

* Chabert's Vanga Leptopterus chabert 

The most commonly seen vanga, and the only one seen outside of forest habitat. A pair at 

Perinet on 19th October, 2 at Mantadia on 20th October, a pair at the Mangoro River on 

23rd October, 3 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, one there on 26th October, and one at the 

Amarina Hotel on 29th October. 

* Madagascar Blue Vanga Cyanolanius madagascarinus 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, one at Perinet on 21st October, one there on 22nd 

October. 

* Tylas Tylas eduardi 

One at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Nuthatch Vanga Hypositta corallirostris 

One at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Forest Rock-Thrush Pseudocossyphus sharpei 

One at Perinet on 22nd October. 

* Madagascar Starling Hartlaubius aurata 

2 in Mantadia on 20th October, 2 there the following day, and 2 at Perinet on 22nd October. 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 

Introduced. 

* Madagascar Magpie-Robin Copsychus albospecularis 

A pair at Perinet on 19th October, one there on 22nd October, a roosting pair at Ampijoroa 

on 24th October, and 4 at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Madagascar Stonechat Saxicola sibilla 

2 at Perinet on 19th October. 

Plain (Brown-throated Sand) Martin Riparia paludicola 

2 at Mantadia on 20th October. 

Mascarene Martin Phedina borbonica 

The common hirundine, seen in various locations including Antananarivo and Vakona Lodge. 

* Long-billed Greenbul Phyllastrephus madagascariensis 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, one there on 21st October,one at Perinet on 22nd 

October, 3-4 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, and one there on 26th October. 



* Spectacled Greenbul Phyllastrephus zosterops 

One at Perinet on 19th October, 4 at Mantadia on 20th October, one at Perinet on 21st 

October, two there on 22nd October. 

# Madagascar Bulbul Hypsipetes madagascariensis 

Common and widespread. 

# Madagascar White-eye Zosterops maderaspatanus 

Common in forested areas. 

* Brown Emu-tail Dromaeocercus brunneus 

One at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Grey Emu-tail Dromaeocercus seebohmi 

One at Ampasipotsy Marshes on 21st October. 

# Madagascar Brush-Warbler Nesillas typica 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, one at Perinet on 22nd October, and one at Vakona 

Lodge on 23rd October. 

* Madagascar Swamp-Warbler Acrocephalus newtoni 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, and one at Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

* Rand's Warbler Randia pseudozosterops 

2 at Mantadia on 21st October, one at Perinet on 22nd October, 

* Dark Newtonia Newtonia amphichroa 

Two at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Common Newtonia Newtonia brunneicauda 

One at Mantadia on 20th October, two at Ampijoroa on 25th and 26th October. 

* Cryptic Warbler Cryptosylvicola randrianasoloi 

One at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Common Jery Neomixis tenella 

One at Perinet on 22nd October, 2 at Ampijoroa on 25th October, 2+ there on 26th 

October. 

* Green Jery Neomixis viridis 

One at Perinet on 19th October, and one at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Stripe-throated Jery Neomixis striatigula 

One at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Wedge-tailed Jery Hartertula flavoviridis 

One at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* White-throated Oxylabes Oxylabes madagascariensis 

A pair at Mantadia on 21st October. 

* Crossley's Babbler Mystacornis crossleyi 

A pair at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Madagascar Lark Mirafra hova 

One seen briefly while driving between Mahajanga and Ampijoroa on 24th October. 

* Madagascar Munia Lonchura nana 

One at Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

* Madagascar Wagtail Motacilla flaviventris 

Common and widespread. 

* Nelicourvi Weaver Ploceus nelicourvi 

2 males at Mantadia on 20th October. 

* Sakalava Weaver Ploceus sakalava 



One male at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

* Madagascar Fody Foudia madagascariensis 

ca 10 at Lake Alarobia on 24th October. 

* Forest Fody Foudia omissa 

4 at Perinet on 19th October, 2 at Mantadia on 20th October, and 2 at Perinet on 22nd 

October. 

# Souimanga Sunbird Nectarinia souimanga 

Common and widespread. 

# Madagascar Green Sunbird Nectarinia notate 

A pair at Perinet on 19th October, one at Mantadia on 20th October, one at Perinet on 22nd 

October, one at Ampijoroa on 25th October. 

 

TOTALS: 

 

125 SPECIES 

73 MADAGASCAR ENDEMICS 

17 REGIONAL ENDEMICS 

 

 


