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Introduction  
Having been on short visits to Sabah twice before and having both times missed all 
three Whitehead's, I was keen to make a return visit. Chris had also missed a few birds 
on his previous visit including the Spiderhunter. For Mike it was his first visit despite 
having lived in Hong Kong for over twenty years. Looking at previous trip reports the 
best time appeared to be during the summer months which coincided nicely with Mike’s 
school holidays. Knowing that Robert Chong was the key to stand any chance of seeing 
the Ground Cuckoo, we contacted him. At first he was not available when we wanted to 
go and so the trip was in doubt; however he suddenly became available and the trip 
was back on. Although birding was tough at times and it took a lot of effort to see the 
birds, we did manage to see all three Whitehead’s and one Whitehead’s Squirrel plus a 
very good supporting cast, though no Ground Cuckoo. 
  
Logistics 
The sites in Sabah are pretty well staked out. We visited the same sites that we had 
birded ten plus years ago, the only exception being the Crocker Range which is a 
relatively new site. Although not essential, we decided for flexibility to rent a self-drive 
car for the duration of the trip. It was a standard saloon car and we had no problems 
accessing the sites, although it was a little slow going uphill and at times you could have 
walked quicker. There were no problems renting self-drive cars and the road system is 
good. We used a company called Extra Rent-a-Car; they were at the airport to meet us 
and were there when we dropped off the car. You need to show them your driving 
license and passport but they have no office at the airport, the paperwork is completed 
on the bonnet of the car. Unlike most groups, we decided to drive to the east coast. This 
took us only four hours which was quicker and cheaper than driving back to Kota 
Kinabalu and flying, although it’s a bit depressing driving through many kms of palm oil 
plantations. At least from the plane you can imagine them as pristine jungle. To stand 
the best chance of seeing Ground Cuckoo and other good birds at Kinabatangan, you 
really need to use the services of Robert Chong. He is quite often booked up many 
months in advance and so you need to book him early and then build your trip itinerary 
around his availability. We booked three nights with him but in the end we left a day 
early because the Ground Cuckoos were just not playing ball and we wanted to return 
to the mountains to pick up some of the species we were still missing. There are no 
restrictions on access to Kinabalu National Park with the exception of the Summit Trail, 
for which you just pay a MYR15 entry fee each day you enter. As two of us had seen 
the Friendly Warbler, we decided not to spend a day walking towards the summit 
looking for it. The park is open twenty-four hours and you can take your car in which 
saves a lot of walking. Birding at the Crocker Range is done from the main road and at 
Sepilok there appears to be no restriction on access to the best area of forest just past 
the Discovery Centre. Birding is hard going at times especially at KNP and Poring Hot 
Springs and is made even harder at the Crocker Mountain Range as you are birding 
from the road with cars and lorries going past all the time. 
 
Accommodation and Food 
All accommodation was pre-booked on the Internet with the exception of the last two 
nights, which we left flexible so we could target any areas where we still need birds. In 
the end we stayed at the Kinabalu Pine Resort for one night and found a small hotel in 
Ranau for the other; this was good value and totally adequate for our brief stay. In Kota 
Kinabalu we stayed at the Beverly Hotel which, apart from being hard to find due to the 
road system around it, had seen much better days; there are undoubtedly many better 
options. For Mount Kinabalu National Park we stayed at the Kinabalu Pine Resort 
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http://kinabalupineresort.com/, about 5km from the park entrance and good value. We 
found the staff very helpful and the price included dinner and a packed breakfast. At 
Sepilok we stayed at Sepilok Forest Edge Lodge http://www.sepilokforestedge.com/ 
which is run by Robert Chong’s wife, Annie. Although not the cheapest place to stay, it 
was very nice and set in large grounds close to the Rainforest Discovery Centre. For 
our visit to the river we used the services of Robert Chong and stayed at his lodge 
http://www.kinabatangan-jungle-camp.com/ on the banks of the river.  
 
Weather 
We were lucky with the weather as birding was only disrupted briefly on a couple of 
occasions due to rain. At KNP the mornings were clear with little cloud cover and the 
temperature was ideal for birding. As the day progressed the cloud cover increased and 
by mid afternoon low cloud had covered the higher elevations of the park and birding 
was restricted to the lower sections of the trails. A similar pattern occurred at the 
Crocker Range. Poring Hot Springs is at rather lower elevation and hence was not 
affected by low cloud, it was hot and sticky throughout our time there. Whilst we were 
there clouds did build up in the afternoon and rain threatened but nothing materialised.  
Apparently the weather on the east coast had been particularly wet this year and we 
either had rain or it threatened to rain every day on the Kinabatangan River. The rain 
was heavy but fairly short lived and so birding was only disrupted for a short time.  
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Sites  
Kinabalu National Park 
Mount Kinabalu rises to 4,101m and is the highest mountain in South East Asia. The 
peak and lower slopes are contained within the park, the entrance gates being at 
1,623m. The start of the Summit Trail is at 1,850m. The lower slopes are well forested 
but as you climb higher, the forest gives way to rhododendron scrub and finally to bare 
rock. From the Park Headquarters at the entrance, a 4.5km road leads up to the 
Timpohon Gate from where the trail to the summit commences. Birding can be done 
along the extensive network of trails which start at various points along the road and 
end up at or near the Park HQ. The condition of all the trails is very good.  We 
concentrated on the higher trails in the early morning to avoid problems with low cloud 
later in the day. The Bukit Ular Trail is the best site for Everett’s Thrush and the two 
Partridges as well as Bornean Stubtail. The Mempening trail is good for the Trogon, 
while the Broadbill can be seen anywhere, but tends to be seen more often on the lower 
parts where all the trails join together. This area tends to be the most birdy area of the 
park, but birding around the restaurant and HQ buildings is also good. Birding is hard 
going after the first hour of light and you really need to work for your birds. 
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Mesilau 
We spent a few hours here, mainly to see the pitcher plants. The resort is located at 
1,800m on the side of Mount Kinabalu, seems good for the higher altitude species and 
is probably under watched. It was the only place we saw Mountain Black-eye. The 
breeding Swiftlets at the restaurant are apparently Bornean. We just birded around the 
chalets and along the trail to the pitcher plants. It is possible to access the summit from 
the resort.  
 
Crocker Range 
This runs parallel to the coast, with the road from Kota Kinabalu and Tambunan 
traversing the mountains. The best area starts from the now very run down Gunung 
Emas resort about 65km from KK and continues past the Rafflesia Centre to the small 
roadside waterfall, a total distance of about 10km. The forest is a bit patchy in places 
and although it’s frustrating having to bird from the road, the area holds the birds. There 
is a single trail which runs from the Rafflesia Centre for about 200m however it is only 
accessible when the centre is open and there’s a charge but it was a welcome break 
from the constant traffic on the road. Similar to KNP, birding was hard going after the 
first hour. 
 
Poring Hot Springs 
The single trail runs from the Hot Springs for 3.7km to a waterfall. The trail is steep in 
places with two streams to be crossed, and it’s a tough walk in the humidity. We had no 
problem accessing the trail through the Hot Springs before they were open as the 
gatekeeper just let us in. Being lower in elevation it was hot and sticky and there were 
plenty of leeches. We set off well before first light and it took about 2 hours to get to 
3.1km marker, the best site for Hose’s Broadbill.  In our haste we didn’t probably do the 
area justice as we saw very few birds during our visit. 
 
Sepilok 
A very commercial area due to the Orangutan Sanctuary. There is a relatively new 
centre called the Rainforest Discovery Centre which contains a canopy walk and some 
trails into the forest. To access the area drive past the centre to the end of the road then 
walk left along a track. We spent the last hour of light and one morning in the area, 
picking up a number of birds but failing with Bristlehead. Apparently this is the best 
location for them especially in the afternoon from the canopy walk, but while we were 
there construction work was being undertaken and apparently they were not easy to 
see. We were informed that it is possible to access the canopy walk at any time. All the 
trails are well maintained. 
 
Gomontong Caves 
Located en route to the Kinabatangan River and worth calling in just to see the Swiftlets. 
We also had a Black-and-Crimson Pitta from the trail leading to the caves.  
 
 
Kinabatangan River  
The river runs through the lowlands of eastern Sabah and is surrounded by rainforest, 
though in places this forest is only around about 50-100m deep before you meet palm 
oil plantations. The only way to access the area is by boat and there are a number of 
lodges along the river where people stay. We stayed at Robert Chong’s camp and 
made morning and evening boat trips and one night trip. All the birding is done from the 
boat though it is possible to walk into the surrounding forest. We birded along the main 
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river and three tributaries. A large one on the right as you head  down river from the 
camp was the main area for monkey watching and hence was very busy. Further down 
river there is another tributary on the left leading to an ox-bow lake, which is only 
accessible at high tide. Finally even further down the river there is another tributary on 
the left, which we found to be the best area for birding. The river is a very popular tourist 
destination primarily for observing primates and other animals and at times there were 
up to twenty boats in the area. At Robert’s camp there is a trail which runs through the 
adjacent jungle. We walked it on our last day but being the middle of the day it was very 
quiet.  

 
 
Itinerary 
Friday 25th June 
We all met at the airport and as usual Chris was late, this time very late and he only 
made the flight because it was delayed by 30 minutes. Arrived in Kota Kinabalu just 
after 9pm and were met by a representative of our car rental firm. Paperwork was 
completed in a few minutes and we set off on what we thought was going to be a short 
drive to the Beverly Hotel. In the end it took over an hour because we couldn’t find the 
hotel and when we did eventually find it, the road system made it very difficult to access. 
By now it was late and we had an early start so after a quick snack we went to bed. 
 
Saturday 26th June 
Left the hotel at 4.30am and spent a frustrating thirty minutes trying to find the correct 
road to the Crocker Range. Eventually after a number of attempts we found ourselves 
heading out of Kota Kinabalu on the Tambunan road and very soon we were climbing 
through the foothills of the Crocker Range filling up with petrol and junk food en route.  
After about an hour and just as it was getting light we arrived at the small roadside 

waterfall a few kms below the 
Rafflesia centre. As our first 
days birding in Borneo began 
we were all full of expectation, 
as we knew a Whitehead’s 
Spiderhunter had been seen 
here two days earlier. As it 
started to get light the bird 
noise increased and shadows 
became birds but although we 
could find a Streaky-breasted 
Spiderhunter, there was no 
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sign of a Whitehead’s, not even a call. Mike and Chris got very excited when a Rajah 
Brooke’s Birdwing (below) flew across the road. I was expecting a huge butterfly but in 
the end it was very disappointing… well for me anyway  
Although fairly birdy first thing, by mid-morning bird activity was almost zero so we 
decided to explore other areas. We drove back up the road for about 10km and stopped 
at the Gunung Emas resort which had seen better days, but sold coffee which we drank 
while sitting on the terrace at the back overlooking the surrounding forest.  Refreshed 
we explored the forest adjacent to the road on both sides of the resort. It was 
surprisingly birdy considering the time of day and we pulled in a few more species. In 
the early afternoon we drove to the Rafflesia Centre, checked if there were any 
blooming flowers; there weren’t, so we just birded the grounds of the centre and had 
brief views of a Whitehead’s Broadbill at the start of the trail. One down two to go! It was 
now mid afternoon and we headed back to the waterfall area and again explored the 
forest from the road. It was dull and overcast and bird activity was very low and as the 
day progressed low cloud descended over the area. Tired and knowing we had a bit of 
a drive along a road the condition of which was uncertain, we decide to call it a day and 
drove to the Kinabalu Pine resort arriving an hour and a half later, when we checked 
into our cabins, had dinner and slept. We were tired. 
 
Sunday 27th June 
Left the resort at 4.30am and drove the short distance to the park entrance and then up 
the road to the start of the Kiau View Trail where we played both Bornean Frogmouth 
and Mountain Scops Owl but had no response.  As it started to get light we moved 
further up the road and staked out a section of road just below the Mempening Trail 
where an Everett’s Thrush had been seen three days before, but again no luck, though 
we did find a party of Tawny-breasted Parrotbills.  We drove up to the start of the Bukit 
Ular Trail and birded the lower areas, but apart from calling Partridges very little else 
was seen or heard. Whilst it was still relatively early we decided to drive down to the HQ 
and walk back up along the Silau Silau and although quiet, we did manage to find a pair 
of Temminck’s Babblers, another endemic under the belt. We returned to the car along 
the road then drove up to the start of the Mempening Trail and explored the upper 
section. After about 500m we came across a stunning male Whitehead’s Trogon (left), 
which sat nicely for pictures. Two down one to go! Returning to the road we bumped 
into some Hungarian birders who told us that they had a seen an Eye-browed Jungle 

Flycatcher about 1km from the top end 
of the Liwagu trail.  
We headed to the trail and 
commenced the steep descent to the 
river and eventually we found this 
stunning looking Flycatcher. Another 
endemic listed! It was a long slog back 
up and we were pretty tired by the time 
we reached the car so decided to have 
a break and something to eat at the 
park restaurant.  It was now mid-
afternoon and low cloud started to 
descend. We spent the last few hours 
of the day birding the lower section of 
the trails but eventually gave up and 
headed back to our accommodation 
for a hot shower and dinner before 
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watching England get thrashed by Germany 4-1 in the World Cup. Some things never 
change.  
 
 
 
Monday 28th June 
Left the resort again at 4.30am and headed straight to the Bukit Ular Trail where we 
staked out the lower section from first light for Everett’s Thrush without any luck. This 
was now my ninth attempt for Everett’s. Walked the full trail before returning to the car 
and driving to the Timpohon Gate where we paid MYR15 each for a day pass which 
allowed us - had we wanted - to walk the first three km of the summit trail without a 

guide. Spent some 
time birding the first 
200m of the summit 
trail looking for a 
Fruithunter seen by 
others the previous 
day but although we 
found some fruiting 
trees with a number of 
Barbets feeding in 
them, there was no 
Fruithunter. A bit 
disappointed with the 
lack of success, we 
decided to have 
breakfast in the Park 
restaurant. With bellies 

full and our spirits refreshed we headed to the lower part of the Mempening trail en 
route finding a family party of Eye-browed Jungle Flycatchers (left), which could have 
saved us a long walk the previous day. As was the norm during the day, bird activity 
was very low. As we reached the junction of the Liwagu trail, Chris suddenly saw an 
Everett’s Thrush land briefly on a rock by the river before disappearing up the riverbank. 
Mike saw a shadow and Graham nothing. We waited for a while and the bird again 
made a very brief appearance flying down the river, again missed by Mike and myself. 
We staked out the area for another hour but only a Whistling Thrush put in an 
appearance. By now I was getting bored so decided to walk some more trails. Chris and 
Mike decided to hang around for a bit longer. I made my way along the Silau Silau trail 
back towards the HQ and then up to the trail between the Bukit Tupai and Bukit Burung 
shelters. En route I stumbled across a Crimson-headed Partridge on the trail, the first 
we had seen although we had heard them on both mornings. As I walked along the 
ridge I heard what I thought was a Whitehead’s Spiderhunter calling. I played the call 
and got a response but no matter how hard I tried I just couldn’t see the bird. It was 
close but in the trees above me. Whilst looking I suddenly heard a Whitehead’s 
Broadbill calling in the trees below the ridge and eventually the calling bird was located 
perched in a tree. I called Mike and Chris to let them know. Mike trekked up to the ridge 
from the river and as I went to meet him I rounded a corner and there was a female 
Whitehead’s Trogon, all three Whitehead’s in less that 200m! Mike and I made our way 
back to the area where I’d heard the Spiderhunter and as soon as the tape was played 
the bird responded but again we just couldn’t see it.  By now it was getting quite dull as 
late afternoon mist rolled in and we decided to call it a day and head back down to the 
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car, where we met Chris, who’d had no further sightings of the Everett’s despite staking 
out the area for the rest of the afternoon. 
 
 
 
Tuesday 29th June 
An even earlier start today, at 3.30am. We drove the 30km to Poring Hot Springs, which 
took just under an hour, arriving whilst it was still dark. At first we were concerned that 
we wouldn’t be able to get in as all the gates to the springs were closed but we soon 
found a security guard who willingly gave us access. It was still dark as we headed 
through the hot springs and started walking along the trail. Although steep in parts it 
was not as bad as I had expected, even in the dark. As we passed the bat caves we 
could feel the draught of the bat’s wings as they flew very close to us. We continued on 
and as it began to get light, the first bird we saw was a Banded Kingfisher perched high 
in a tree. We pushed on along the trail and came across at least two calling Bornean 
Banded Pittas but they were reluctant to respond to playback and as we wanted to get 
to the Hose’s area as soon as possible we didn’t persevere. It was a hot and sticky 
walk, there were quite a few leeches and it took longer than anticipated but eventually 
we arrived at the 3.1km post. Mike and Chris made camp, checking the fruiting trees 
and I carried on a few hundred meters exploring the trail.  
After a while I received a text from Chris stating they were watching a Hose’s Broadbill. 
(below). I hurried back but the bird had gone when I arrived. Luckily it reappeared 10 

minutes later followed by a female. Both birds made repeat appearance until 8.45am 
when they disappeared and despite waiting for another two hours they didn’t reappear. 
Job done we slowly made our way back along the trail. Bird activity was very low and 
very little was seen in the heat of the day. Eventually reached the car at about 2pm and 
drove back towards Kinabalu turning off in the village and heading up a steep road past 
the golf course to the up-market Mesilau Resort. Being very high, the low cloud had 



 9 

already moved in and it was quite dull. We headed to the restaurant and although we 
couldn’t find any breeding Swiftlets under the eaves, there were a number flying around 
which we assume were Bornean due to the altitude. We had a very late lunch and were 
lucky to arrange a visit with the local plant expert to the slopes where the pitcher plants 
grow. Plants of varying sizes and types were seen and their life cycle explained.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whilst looking at the pitcher plants (above), two Mountain Black-eyes were seen in 
adjacent trees. We returned to the resort birding around the chalets in the gloom.  
With a little help from playback we managed to find a party of Mountain Wren-Babblers 
(below) another endemic. Birding was then brought to an early finish when it started to 
rain heavily. We returned to our accommodation and had dinner and a relatively early 
night.  
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Wednesday 30th June 
Yet another early start, as we needed to get to the Crocker Range by first light. We 
arrived with time to spare and as it started to get light we again explored the forest 
along the road just below the waterfall. It wasn’t long before Mike picked up a 
Whitehead’s Spiderhunter flying above the tree tops and landing in a dead tree. It 
stayed there briefly but long enough for Chris to get onto it before it flew off. About 15 
minutes later it flew back and landed in the top of an adjacent tree but in deep foliage 
and we could only see the top part of the bird. Although we managed to get the scope 
on it, the views were still not great and it soon flew off. We waited for it to reappear but it 
didn’t and by midday we had to leave to start the long drive to Sepilok via Poring as we 
had heard that a Rafflesia plant was in bloom and Chris in particular was very keen to 
see it. It wasn’t the biggest specimen but at least Mike and Chris were impressed. It was 
becoming more like a flora and fauna tour. We eventually continued our journey 
eastwards to Sepilok; the road was in good condition but progress was slow in places 
due to the traffic, especially the closer we got to Sandakan. We arrived with about an 
hour of daylight to spare so headed to the forest past the Rain Forest Discovery Centre 
and spent the last hour birding the trails. As darkness fell we drove the short distance to 
the Sepilok Forest Edge Resort, checked in and had a very tasty dinner whilst watching 
the World Cup.  
 
 
 
 
Thursday 1st July 

A late start, if you can call 
5.30am late. Drove the 
short distance to the 
forest just past the 
Rainforest Discovery 
Centre and walked one of 
the trails before standing 
in an open area 
overlooking a large 
clearing and distant 
treetops. A distant 
Orangutun was seen high 
in the trees: wild or from 
the rehabilitation centre 
who knows? We returned 
to the lodge at 9.30am for 
breakfast and to discuss 
the arrangements for the 

Kinabatangan River part of our trip. After we’d packed we were joined by Rudy our 
guide for the next few days and set off towards the river. After about an hour’s drive we 
reached the Gomontong Caves where we stopped, paid our entrance fee and headed 
towards the caves along a boardwalk through the forest. Just as were nearing the caves 
we heard a Black-and-Crimson Pitta calling from the adjacent forest. The bird proved to 
be very responsive and we all got good views. We carried on to the caves and walked 
along the internal boardwalk trying to make out the different types of nest so that we 
could identify the swiftlets. Eventually we satisfied ourselves that we had seen the three 
types of nest and birds sitting on them, so we left the foul smelling, cockroach-infested 
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caves and headed back to the car to continue our journey to the river. It was not far 
away and a boat was waiting when we arrived to transport us to the river lodge, our 
home for the next few days. We arrived at the lodge in time for lunch, met Robert and 
discussed tactics. We were disappointed to hear that the Ground Cuckoos had not been 
seen for over ten days, although looked for every day. Not a good sign. During lunch it 
started to rain and our first boat trip was in doubt, but by 3.30pm the rain had stopped 
and we boarded our boat and headed downstream to explore the largest tributary, 
passing a herd of 20 plus elephants on the way (left).  We then spent the rest of the day 
exploring the tributary with Robert attempting to call the cuckoos in, but we only had one 
very brief response. At times the river resembled Piccadilly Circus with up to twenty 
boats full of people eager to see the primates. Hooded Pittas could be heard calling but 
we didn’t get a sniff of a Giant. As darkness descended we returned to the lodge for 
dinner. After dinner we again boarded the boats and cruised down river spotlighting the 
banks. We very soon picked up a very photogenic Buffy Fish Owl (below) and also 
roosting Blue-eared and Stork-billed Kingfishers. As we cruised down the tributary we 
heard a Bay Owl calling from the forest. It responded to play back but it didn’t come to 
the forest edge so there was only one option, to go in after it. We headed through the 
forest on foot and eventually located it calling in a tree but despite ten people with 
torches searching, we just couldn’t find it. After about an hour somebody eventually 
spotted it and there was a mad scramble by everybody through the spiky rattan to get in 
a position to see it. I was amazed that despite all the noise it just sat looking at us 
probably wondering what were these mad people doing. It was now late and we 
returned to the boat and headed back to the camp and to bed. 
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Friday 2nd July 
Breakfast at 6am and in the boat by 6.30am.  We set off down stream to a much smaller 

creek which was not so 
busy. This was a better 
area for birding as the 
banks were closer. We 
soon picked up White-
chested Babbler and a 
number of hornbills but 
not the hoped for White-
crowned. We stopped at 
an area where 
Bristlehead had been 
seen a few days earlier 
and within half an hour a 
pair flew in to the 
adjacent trees. We were 
all relieved at seeing 
them, as apparently they 

had not been very easy to see at Sepilok this summer. We spent most of the morning 
cruising up and down the creek picking up birds as the day progressed. Robert again 
tried many times to call in the Ground Cuckoos but got no response at all. As it got 
hotter the bird activity decreased and by midday we decided to call it quits and head 
back to the camp for lunch and a short snooze. At 3pm we again boarded the boats and 
this time headed to an ox bow lake which is only accessible at high tide. A party of Fiery 
Minivets was found, a bird high on Chris’s want list not for its looks but to fill a gap in his 
list. For the last hour of light we explored the large creek and just as we got to the end 
we found a White-crowned Hornbill (below) perched in a tree. Well pleased and as dusk 
approached we headed back to the camp for dinner and bed. 
 
Saturday 3rd July 
After much discussion we decided to leave the river a day early so this morning was our 
last boat trip. We again headed to the small creek we had been the day before and as 
soon as we arrived we found a White-fronted Falconet (left). The early part of the 
morning was spent slowly cruising up and down the creek pulling a few additions to the 
list including great views of two Hooded Pittas (below). 

 
A about 10am we decided to head half an hour down stream to a fruiting tree where a 
number of pigeons, including Large Green, had been seen a few days earlier. We found 
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the trees but not the pigeons. The clouds started to threaten and so we decided to 
return to the camp but the rain had set in before we arrived. Luckily we had ponchos 
and umbrellas which kept us all relatively dry. As we neared the camp we came across 
a 4 metre crocodile: to think that two nights previous we’d been walking along the 
riverbanks in the dark! 
By the time we arrived back at camp the rain had stopped and we decided to try the 
camp trail before lunch. As expected due to the time of day we saw very little. After 
lunch we packed, said our goodbyes and boarded the boat which dropped us off where 
we had left our car. The long drive west commenced. Four hours later we arrived in 
Ranau where we managed to find a small hotel which was cheap and clean, however 
the guys at reception controlled the hotel’s TV channels so whatever they wanted to 
watch, everybody else had to watch, no matter where they were in the hotel. Well at 
least they were watching the football. We hit the local KFC for dinner and had another 
relatively early night.  
 
 
Sunday 4th July 
Set off at 4.30am towards the Crocker Range this time to check out the roadside forest 
just above the Rafflesia centre. We arrived just before first light and proceeded to bird 

along the road. One of 
the first birds we saw 
was a Whitehead’s 
Broadbill perched in a 
fruiting tree. As it got 
lighter Mike found a male 
Fruithunter in a roadside 
tree which was later 
joined by another one. 
Not long after that, Mike 
spotted a Whitehead’s 
Spiderhunter flying 
across the road and we 
watched it land in a 
nearby tree. It was very 
active and although we 
all got onto it, views were 

again not great. We continued to bird along this section of road for a further hour during 
which time a Blyth’s Hawk Eagle soared overhead. We then headed down to the 
waterfall area for another hour. Chris decided to continue his quest in this area for 
Pygmy White-eye whilst Mike and Graham decided to explore other areas along the 
road which included a coffee break at the local resort. Bird activity was not high and the 
day dragged.  
 
Eventually as the mist rolled in we called it a day and headed back to the Pine Resort 
for our last night. 
 
Monday 5th July  
On our final morning, and yet another early start saw us setting off at 4.30am from the 
lodge. We stopped at the top end of the Kiau View Trail and listened for night birds but 
there was not a sound. As it started to get light we started walking slowly along the Bukit 
Ular Trail from the bottom scanning the track ahead.  After about 500m, a Crimson-
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headed Partridge, which Mike still needed. was found foraging at the trail edge: a 
bonus!  We continued further along the trail and just as we were about to give up, we 
came round a corner and there about 10m in front of us was an Everett’s Thrush. It 
hopped along the trail away from us and just as it was about to turn side on, a party of 
Japanese birders appeared on the other side of the trail spooking it and causing it to 
drop down the bank. We waited for a while hoping it would reappear but it wasn’t to be. 
We were one hop away from stunning views but at least after many attempts we had all 
at last seen it. We retraced our steps back down the trail finding two Red-breasted 
Partridges on the trail, but although we could hear at least two Stubtails, we still couldn’t 
see one.  As time was not on our side we headed down to the Silau Silau Trail and 
walked the lower part to where it meets the Liwagu Trail hoping for another chance of 
Everett’s Thrush but again with no luck. From here we headed to the trail between the 
Bukit Tupai Shelter and the Bukit Burung Shelter where I’d seen all three Whitehead’s 
previously. It was quite birdy and as soon as we arrived in the area we heard a 
Whitehead’s Spiderhunter calling from nearby.  Eventually it was located feeding on 
some flowers in a nearby tree and was joined by a second bird. They stayed feeding in 
the area for at least five minutes and at last we all got great views. We continued birding 
the area in a desperate bid to locate a Bare-faced Laughingthrush but despite a lot of 
playback we had no response. We had left it too late and should have made more of an 
effort for this species in the two previous days we’d spent in the park. By now time was 
pressing so we headed back to the car and drove up to the Timpohon Gate so Chris 
could have a final look at the Swiftlets. At 11am we called it a day and drove back to 
Kota Kinabalu airport which although being only 100kms away, still took us two hours to 
reach. At the airport Mike departed to meet his family who were staying in KK and Chris 
and I headed back home to Hong Kong. Yet another successful trip, though hard going 
at times and a bit disappointing on the Ground Cuckoo front. Still there’s always next 
year en route to Danum. 
 
Systemic List 
 
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster  
Only seen at the Kinabatangan River with 9 on 2nd and 10 on 3rd July 
 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  
Only seen at the Kinabatangan River with five on 2nd and 3 on 3rd July  
 
Eastern Great Egret Ardea [alba] modesta  
Up to ten seen daily on the Kinabatangan River 1-3rd July 
  
Little Egret Egretta garzetta  
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus 
Three en route between the Crocker Range and KNP 30th June. One en route from 
Sandankan to KNP 3rd July 
 
Storm’s Stork Ciconia stormi 
Up to three seen daily at the Kinabatangan River 1-3rd July 
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Lesser Adjutant Leptoptilos javanicus 
Single birds seen on 2nd and 3rd July at the Kinabatangan River 
  
Jerdon’s Baza Aviceda jerdoni 
Up to five Kinabatangan River 2nd July 

   
 
Brahminy Kite Haliastur Indus 
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
  
White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster  
Two Sepilok 1st July. Two Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Lesser Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga humilis 
One flushed from the Kinabatangan River tributary 3rd July 
Grey-headed Fish Eagle Ichthyophaga ichthyaetus  
One soaring over the lower reaches of the Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
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Mountain Serpent Eagle Spilornis kinabaluensis Endemic 
One near the small waterfall, Crocker Range 26th June and 30th June with two on 4th 
July.  One KNP 27th June 

  
 
Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela 
One Kinabatangan River 1st July and two 2nd July. One en route to Ranau 3rd July 
  
Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus  
One KNP 27th June 
 
Besra Accipiter virgatus 
One Sepliok 1st July 
 
Changeable Hawk Eagle Nisaetus limnaetus  
One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Blyth's Hawk Eagle Nisaetus alboniger  
Two near the Rafflesia Centre 4th July 
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Wallace's Hawk Eagle Nisaetus nanus 
One on the journey to Sepilok 1st July. Seen daily at the Kinabatangan River with a 
maximum of three on 2nd July 

  
 
White-fronted Falconet Microhierax latifrons Endemic 
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
  
Red-breasted Partridge Arborophila hyperythra Endemic 
Heard daily at KNP and Crocker Range.  Only seen at KNP with two 26th June near the 
Bukit Ular trail and two on the trail 5th July 
 
Chestnut-necklaced Partridge Arborophila charltonii  
Heard daily Kinabatangan River but no real effort made to see it  
 
Crimson-headed Partridge Haematortyx sanguiniceps  Endemic 
Heard daily at KNP with one seen 28th June near the HQ and one on the Bukit Ular trail 
5th July 
 
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus 
Up to two birds seen en route 26th June, 29th June and 4th July 
  
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis  
Only seen in the east when up to 15 seen along the roadside on the 30th June and 3rd 
July 
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Little Cuckoo Dove Macropygia ruficeps  
Up to 20 seen daily Crocker Range and although seen daily at KNP was less common 

 
 
Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica  
Two 1st July Sepilok. One 3rd July Kinabatangan River  
 
Little Green Pigeon Treron olax  
Two Sepilok 1st July. Up to 5 seen daily Kinabatangan River 

 
 
Pink-necked Green Pigeon Treron vernans  
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea  
Two Sepliok 30th June and 1st July. Up to ten seen daily at the Kinabatangan River 
 
Mountain Imperial Pigeon Ducula badia  
Up to two seen and others heard daily Crocker Range and KNP 
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Long-tailed Parakeet Psittacula longicauda  
Up to three seen daily Kinabatangan River 
  
Blue-crowned Hanging Parrot Loriculus galgulus  
Three Sepilok 3rd July 
  
Banded Bay Cuckoo Cacomantis sonneratii  
One Kinabatangan River 1st July 
 
Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus  
Heard daily at the Kinabatangan River with two seen 3rd July 
 
Asian Drongo Cuckoo Surniculus lugubris  
Three heard Poring 29th June. One heard and one seen 1st July and one heard 2nd July 
Kinabatangan River 
 
Raffles's Malkoha Phaenicophaeus chlorophaeus  
Four Kinabatangan River 1st July 

  
 
Chestnut-breasted Malkoha Phaenicophaeus curvirostris  
Two Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Bornean Ground Cuckoo Carpococcyx radiatus Endemic 
One heard very briefly Kinabatangan River 1st July 
 
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis  
One Sepilok 1st July. Three Kinabatangan River 2nd and 3rd July and one en route to 
Ranau 3rd July 
 
Short-tailed Coucal Centropus rectunguis 
One heard distantly Kinabatangan River 2nd July  
 
Oriental Bay Owl Phodilus badius  
Two heard and one seen Kinabatangan River 1st July 
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Mountain Scops Owl Otus spilocephalus  
One heard Bukit Ular trail 27th June 
  
Buffy Fish Owl Ketupa ketupu  
Up to six seen during the night cruise on the Kinabatangan River 1st July. One seen 
flying across the river during the day 3rd July 
 
Swiflets Collocalia sp.   
Very hard to identify with certainty and the following records are based on habitat or 
nest rather than ID features 
  
Glossy Swiftlet Collocalia esculenta  
Recorded daily in the mountain areas 
 
Bornean Swiftlet Collocalia dodgei Endemic 
At least twenty around the Mesilau resort 29th June 
 
Mossy-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus salangana  
Birds identified by nest type Gomontong caves 1st July 
 
Black-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus maximus 
Birds identified by nest type Gomontong caves 1st July 
 
Edible-nest Swiftlet Aerodramus fuciphagus  
Birds identified by nest type Gomontong caves 1st July 
 
Silver-rumped Needletail Rhaphidura leucopygialis  
Three Crocker Mountains 30th June. Ten Sepilok 1st July 
  
Grey-rumped Treeswift Hemiprocne longipennis  
Recorded at Crocker Range, Poring, Sepilok and the Kinabatangan River 
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Whitehead’s Trogon Harpactes whiteheadi Endemic 
One male top end of the Mempening Trail 27th June. Three near Bukit Tupai Shelter 28th 
June 
  
Blue-eared Kingfisher Alcedo meninting 
Up to six seen daily Kinabatangan River 1-3rd July 

 
 
Banded Kingfisher Lacedo pulchella 
One Poring 29th June 
 
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis  
Up to two seen daily Kinabatangan River 1-3rd July 

 
 
Collared Kingfisher Todirhamphus chloris  
A relatively common roadside bird where there were palm oil plantations. Up to ten on 
the journey to Sepilok 30th June  
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Blue-throated Bee-eater Merops viridis  
Six Sepilok 1st July. At Kinabatangan River three 2nd July and four 3rd July 
 
Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis  
Up to six seen daily at Sepilok and the Kinabatangan River 

 
 
Oriental Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros albirostris  
Commonest hornbill, with up to eight seen daily at the Kinabatangan River 
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Black Hornbill Anthracoceros malayanus  
At Kinabatangan River two on 2nd and one on 3rd July 

 
 
Rhinoceros Hornbill Buceros rhinoceros  
One Sepilok 1st July 

 
 
Bushy-crested Hornbill Anorrhinus galeritus  
Two Crocker Range 30th June.  One Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
White-crowned Hornbill Aceros comatus  
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One Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Wrinkled Hornbill Aceros corrugatus  
One Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Wreathed Hornbill Aceros undulatus  
One Kinabatangan River 2nd July and one Crocker Range 4th July 
 
Gold-whiskered Barbet Megalaima chrysopogon  
Two Crocker Range 26th June 
  
Red-throated Barbet Megalaima mystacophanos  
Two Poring 29th June 
 
Mountain Barbet Megalaima monticola Endemic 
Five 25th and two 30th June at Crocker Range. Two Poring 29th June 
 
Golden-naped Barbet Megalaima pulcherrima  Endemic 
Two Crocker Range 26th June. Three KNP near Timpohon Gate 28th June 

 
 
Blue-eared Barbet Megalaima australis  
Heard Poring 29th June. Seen or heard daily Kinabatangan River 
 
Bornean Barbet Megalaima eximia Endemic 
Four Crocker Range feeding on fruit on  26th June but not seen on subsequent visits 
 
Bornean Brown Barbet Calorhamphus [fuliginosus] tertius 
Ten Crocker Range 26th June. Two Sepilok 1st July 
 
Rufous Woodpecker Celeus brachyurus  
One Sepilok 30th June  
 
Banded Woodpecker Picus mineaceus  
Two Crocker Range 30th June 
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Crimson-winged Woodpecker Pius puniceus  
Two Bukit Ular Trail KNP 5th July 
 
Maroon Woodpecker Blythipicus rubiginosus  
One Poring 29th June 
 
Orange-backed Woodpecker Reinwardtipicus validus  
One Mesilau Resort 29th June 
 
Buff-rumped Woodpecker Meiglyptes tristis  
Three Sepilok 1st July 
 
Buff-necked Woodpecker Meiglyptes tukki  
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Dusky Broadbill Corydon sumatranus  
One heard Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Black-and-red Broadbill Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchos  
Up to three seen daily Kinabatangan River 
 
Banded Broadbill Eurylaimus javanicus  
One heard Sepilok 30th June 
 
Black-and-yellow Broadbill Eurylaimus ochromalus  
Kinabatangan River, heard daily and one seen 1st and 3rd July 
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Hose's Broadbill Calyptomena hosii Endemic 
A pair at KM3.1 Poring 29th June 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Whitehead’s Broadbill Calyptomena whiteheadi Endemic 
One Crocker Range 26th June and three 4th July. One KNP 28th June 
 
Bornean Banded Pitta Pitta [guajana] schwaneri Endemic 
At least two heard Poring 29th June 
 
Hooded Pitta Pitta sordida 
Up to five heard daily at the Kinabatangan River with two seen 3rd July  
 
Black-and-Crimson Pitta Pitta ussheri Endemic 
One on the boardwalk to the Gomontong caves 1st July  
 
White-browed Shrike Babbler Pteruthius flaviscapis 
Two Crocker Range 26th June. KNP five 28th June and four 5th July 
 
Pacific Swallow Hirundo tahitica  
Up to twenty recorded daily at all locations 
 
Sunda Cuckooshrike Coracina larvata  
Five 25th June and 30th June Crocker Range. Three KNP 28th June and two 5th July. 
 
Lesser Cuckooshrike Coracina fimbriata  
One Crocker Range 4th July 
 
Fiery Minivet Pericrocotus igneus  
Four 2nd July and six 3rd July Kinabatangan River 
 
Grey-chinned Minivet Pericrocotus solaris  
Up to ten seen daily in the mountain areas 
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Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus  
Two 26th June and three 30th June Crocker Range. Four KNP 5th July 
 
Black-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus atriceps  
Two Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Bornean Bulbul Pycnonotus montis Endemic 
Only seen in the Crocker Range where up to 15 seen daily 
 
Pale-faced Bulbul Pycnonotus leucops Endemic 
Two Mesilau Resort 29th June 
 
Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier  
Crocker Range, three 26th June and two 4th July 
 
Red-eyed Bulbul Pycnonotus brunneus  
Twenty Sepilok 1st July. Seven Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Ochraceous Bulbul Alophoixus ochraceus  
Small numbers recorded at KNP, Poring and Crocker Range. 

 
 
Yellow-bellied Bulbul Alophoixus phaeocephalus  
One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Hairy-backed Bulbul Tricholestes criniger  
Four Poring 29th June. One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Buff-vented Bulbul  Iole olivacea  
Two Sepilok 1st July. Two Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Cinereous Bulbul Hemixos cinereus Endemic 
Only seen at Crocker Range with four 26th June, one 30th June and four 4th July 
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Lesser Green Leafbird Chloropsis cyanopogon  
One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Bornean Leafbird Chloropsis kinabaluensis Endemic 
Only seen at Crocker Range with ten 26th July, fifteen 30th June and 4th July 
  
Bornean Whistling Thrush  Myophonus borneensis Endemic 
Two daily KNP 27 and 28th June. At least ten Mesilau Resort 29th June 

 
 
Everett's Thrush Zoothera everetti Endemic 
One bottom of Silau Silau trail 28th June. One top end of Bukit Ular Trail 5th July 
  
Black-breasted Fruit-hunter Chlamydochaera jefferyi Endemic 
Two Crocker Range 4th July 
 
White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx montana erythrogyna  
One KNP 27th and 28th June 
 
Yellow-bellied Prinia Prinia flaviventris  
Heard or seen at most lowland locations in degraded habitat 
 
Bornean Stubtail Urosphena whiteheadi Endemic 
Heard daily at KNP especially at higher altitudes but not seen 
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Sunda Bush Warbler Cettia vulcania  
Commonly heard at KNP and Mesilau with two seen 28th June and one 5th July at KNP, 
one seen 29th June Mesilau and one seen at Crocker Range 4th July 

 
 
Mountain Tailorbird Orthotomus cuculatus  
Many heard daily at KNP and Crocker Range and occasionally seen 
 
Dark-necked Tailorbird Orthotomus atrogularis  
Ten Sepilok 1st July. One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Rufous-tailed Tailorbird Orthotomus sericeus  
Two Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Ashy Tailorbird Orthotomus ruficeps  
One Sepilok and three Kinabatangan River 1st July. Three Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Mountain Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus kinabaluensis  
KNP three 27th June and four 28th June. Mesilau eight 29th June 
 
Yellow-breasted Warbler Seicercus montis  
Up to ten seen daily KNP and Crocker Range 
 
Yellow-bellied Warbler Abroscopus superciliaris  
Up to two seen daily Crocker Range. One Poring 29th June and one KNP 4th July 
 
Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris  
One on the journey to the Kinabatangan River 1st July 
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Eye-browed Jungle Flycatcher Rhinomyias gularis Endemic 
One top of Liwagu Trail KNP 27th June. Two adults feeding a well-grown young bird  
KNP HQ area 28th June 
  
Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni  
Up to two seen on most days at KNP and Crocker Range 
 
Indigo Flycatcher Eumyias indigo  
One Crocker Range 26th June. Two KNP 27th and four 28th June 
 
White-tailed Blue Flycatcher Cyornis concretus everetti  
One Poring 29th June 
 
Pale Blue Flycatcher Cyornis unicolor harterti  
One Crocker Range 30th June 
 
Malaysian Blue Flycatcher Cyornis turcosus  
Four 2nd and two 3rd July Kinabatangan River 
 
Oriental Magpie Robin Copsychus saularis pluto  
One on the journey to Ranau 3rd July 
 
White-crowned Shama Copsychus stricklandii  Endemic 
Kinabatangan River one seen 1st July and one heard 2 and 3rd July 
  
Bornean Forktail Enicurus  borneensis Endemic 
One Crocker Range 26 June and one heard at the same location 4th July. One near 
KNP HQ 27th June and 5th July 
 
White-throated Fantail Rhipidura albicollis  
Six Crocker Range 26th June. Up to six KNP 27th and 28th June. One Poring and one 
Mesilau 29th June 
 
Pied Fantail Rhipidura javanica  
Up to five seen daily Kinabatangan River 
 
Spotted Fantail Rhipidura perlata  
Two Crocker Range 4th July 
 
Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea  
One Sepliok 1st July up to six seen daily Kinabatangan River 
 
Asian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi  
Two Poring 29th June. Two 2nd and one 3rd July Kinabatangan River 
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Bornean Whistler Pachycephala hypoxantha Endemic 
Up to ten recorded daily KNP and Crocker Range 

 
 
Sunda Laughingthrush Garrulax palliatus  
Up to fifteen recorded daily KNP and Crocker Range 
 
Rufous-hooded Laughingthrush Rhinocichla [mitratus] treacheri Endemic 
Good numbers seen daily in all mountain areas 

 
 
White-chested Babbler Trichastoma rostratum  
Two 2nd and 3rd July Kinabatangan River 
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Temminck's Babbler Pellorneum pyrrogenys  
Two Silau Silau Trail KNP 27th June 
 
Black-capped Babbler Pellorneum capistratum  
One seen daily at Sepilok 30 June and 1st July 
  
Chestnut-backed Scimitar Babbler Pomatorhinus montanus 
One heard Poring 29th June. One seen Kinabatangan River 1st July 
  
Mountain Wren Babbler Napothera crassa Endemic 
Six Mesilau 29th June 
 
Grey-throated Babbler Stachyris nigriceps  
Up to ten seen daily in all mountain areas 
 
Chestnut-winged Babbler Stachyris erythroptera  
Two Sepilok 1st July 
 
Bold-striped Tit Babbler Macronous bornensis  
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Fluffy-backed Tit Babbler Macronous ptilosus  
Four Sepilok 1st July 

 
 
Chestnut-crested Yuhina  Yuhina everetti Endemic 
Common in all mountain areas 
  
Velvet-fronted Nuthatch Sitta frontalis  
Three Mesilau 29th June 
 
Ruby-cheeked Sunbird Chalcoparia singalensis   
One Sepilok 1st July 
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Purple-naped Sunbird Hypogramma hypogrammicum  
Four Poring 29th June 
 
Purple-throated Sunbird Leptocoma sperata brasiliana  
Two Sepilok 1st July 
 
Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis  
One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Crimson Sunbird Aethopyga siparaja  
One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Temminck's Sunbird Aethopyga temminckii  
Recorded daily in all mountain areas 
  
Spectacled Spiderhunter Arachnothera flavigaster  
One Crocker Range 30th June. One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Little Spiderhunter Arachnothera longirostra  
One Poring 29th June. One Sepilok 1st July and two Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Streaky-breasted Spiderhunter Arachnothera affinis everetti  
Two Crocker Range 26th and one 30th June. One at the same location 4th July 
 
Long-billed Spiderhunter  Arachnothera robusta  
Two Sepilok 1st July 
 
Whitehead’s Spiderhunter Arachnothera juliae Endemic 
KNP Bukit Tupai trail one heard 28th June with two seen 5th July. Crocker Range one 
30th June and one 4th July 
 
Yellow-rumped Flowerpecker Prionochilus xanthopygius Endemic 
Three Poring 29th June 
 
Yellow-vented Flowerpecker Dicaeum chrysorrhem  
One Sepilok 1st July 
 
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma  
Two Poring 29th June. Two Sepilok 1st July and two Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Black-sided Flowerpecker Dicaeum monticolum Endemic 
One KNP 27thJune and 5th July. Four Crocker Range 4th July 
 
Scarlet-backed Flowerpecker Dicaeum cruentatum  
One Kinabatangan River 3rd July 
 
Black-capped White-eye Zosterops atricapillus  
Up to fifty seen daily in all mountain areas  
 
Mountain Black-eye Chlorocharis emiliae Endemic 
Two Mesilau 29th June 
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Black-and-crimson Oriole Oriolus cruentus  
Up to three seen daily Crocker Range 
 
Asian Fairy Bluebird Irena puella  
Two Poring 29th June 
 
Sunda [Ashy] Drongo Dicrurus leucophaeus stigmatops  
Seen daily in all mountain areas 
 
Hair-crested Drongo Dicrurus hottentottus borneensis  
Two KNP 28th June, Kinabatangan River 3rd July and Crocker Range 4th July 
 
White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus  
One entrance to KNP 27th June. One journey to Kinabatangan River 1st July 
 
Bornean Bristlehead Pityriasis gymnocephala Endemic 
Two Kinabatangan River 2nd July 
 
Crested Jay Platylophus galericulatus coronatus  
Two KNP HQ area 26th June 
 
Short-tailed Magpie Cissa thalassina  
KNP two 27th and three 28th June 
 
Bornean Treepie Dendrocitta cinerascens Endemic 
Up to fifteen seen daily in all mountain areas. 
 
Slender-billed Crow Corvus enca compilator  
Recorded daily Kinabatangan River 
 
Asian Glossy Starling Aplonis panayensis  
Fifty en route to Sepilok 30th June 
 
Common Hill Myna Gracula religiosa  
Two Sepilok 1st July 
 
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 
Common roadside bird in lowland degraded areas 
  
Dusky Munia Lonchura fuscans Endemic 
Up to ten seen daily Crocker Range. Also recorded at Sepilok and Poring 
 
Black-headed (Chestnut) Munia  Lonchura atricapilla  
Seven Sepliok 1st July. Six en route to Ranau 3rd July 
 
White-bellied Munia Lonchura leucogastra  
Two Poring 29th June 
 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus 
Recorded at Poring Sepilok and KNP 
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Tawny-breasted Parrotfinch Erythrura hyperythra 
Six on the road KNP and one Silau Silau Trail 27th June 


