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Introduction

We decided on a return visit to Menorca after aceBgnt holiday in 2006http://www.surfbirds.com/trip report.php?id=96We
stayed in the north eastern resort of Arenal d'astél at the Aguamarina Hotel again. It's a reajlyet resort and the hotel is
excellent. We can't fault it and that's why we meted. It was a family holiday and once we had picke our hire carMiramar
again in the centre of Arenal d’en Castell €1527fatays) we were out every morning from 06-30 ud&i30 plus we visited a few
sites while we were out with the family. There wenely two target species and so the aim was to Igirepjoy some good
Mediterranean birding and see what we could find.

Sites Visited

| checked through a few recent reports and alscencadtact Xavier Méndez Societat Ornitologica denbtea and used their website
http://www.menorcasom.org/index.plhich has a recent sightings section which | fouseful. | had visited all the sites except one
before and so | knew where | was going.

Punta de Na FerraduraOn the first morning we had no car so | walkeddrds the headlands to the east of Arenal d’eneCas

Typical shrub, stony habitat once you are away ftbenvillas. The area | visited can be found bykivey east from the Aguamarina.
When you get to the small group of shops, takentgr road to the right and directly in front ofuthere is a group of recycling

bins. Just past this is a one foot high extremedyl made new stone wall. Just walk on this — ietakou out into the shrub towards
the coast and you could walk on it for about a nileis area has singing Tawny Pipits, singing Tadldrks and Blue Rock Thrush.

Monte Toro— Good place to visit when with the family. Hadyigtian Vulture over but not much else in heat &f day.

Cova d’en Xoroi- An excellent place to visit with the family apdu can bird watch at the same time. It is a cagegast of Cala en
Porter on the south coast. We were almost putisiffing this site as we were told it had been miatie a discotheque, but that's only
at night. You pay about €6 each and with this yetigyfree drink. You walk down a path and you daors a terrace with absolutely
stunning views. There are sheer cliffs above ardvbgou. It was so peaceful that we just sat tharthe shade, drinking our free
drinks. There are Pallid Swifts nesting and we Aad\Ipine Swift plus several Audouin’s Gulls flyinmast and a Blue Rock Thrush
on the cliff face. It's hard to describe the pl&aeg | can thoroughly recommend a visit.

Son Parc- The golf course looks finished and has not eained any further into the marsh. You drive pdghel buildings until you
get to a large fountain / lake on the right. Thiera small roundabout and a few shops. Park opptis# shops and you can either
walk in through the gate (not open at 06-30hrssing by 20-00hrs) or you can climb in through tbkehin the fence that is still there
(opposite the shops and in a small culvert wheedéhce finishes). We only saw golfers in this asaee (08-00hrs — it is the "1 2ee)
and only once did a grounds man pass us and slam.dbhere seems to be more Purple Gallinules hewe(five calling birds) and
we had good views on our second visit, but theycafiéng fairly frequently.

Son Quim, south of Cuitadellal had read about Spotless Starlings near Clitatreother reports but | had never had any peecis
location. | contacted Societat Ornitologica de Meaoand Xavier kindly replied. There are two SpssleStarling colonies on
Menorca, and they only colonised as recent as 1988.is described as being at the entrance to @liigain the industrial area. We
visited the small colony at Son Quim. If you dritevards Cuitadella on the Mel from Mahon, you witime to a roundabout
signposted to the southern beaches / Cap d’'Artriatthe R2. It's the southern ring road. At abdw third roundabout, you turn left
signposted Sant Joan de Missa. Almost immediatelyowr left is a huge building (I think it’s a lardurniture shop) with huge white
letters on it saying SON QUIM. The Spotless Stgdiare nesting on this building.

Cap de Cavalleria A sunset visit again saw rafts of Cory’'s Sheaensoffshore but not a single Balearic Shearw#=so the Blue
Rock Thrush is still around the lighthouse. We dlad several good sightings on the way in whendrote through a valley section
of the road. Beware of the midges at night.

Tirant Marshes- The only water was at Es Prat (just before tmaing to Cala Tirant). We visited this pool almaistily, seeing
Black-winged Stilts, Cattle & Little Egrets pluszaeater Flamingo was there all week. You view ftbenroad side while standing on
the two humps in the road — this is the only highugd around. There are gates along the road sas®off the road itself. Two
other sites in the Tirant Marshes area we visitedevon the approach to the pool at Es Prat fronMé&#3, there are two farms called
Son Muscart and Villanova. Around here we saw Stouréew plus good numbers of Bee-eaters. We dréwegathe Cala Tirant road
seeing a Stone-curlew but there is no open water. he



Pool at Es Prat

Mongofre Nou / Salinas de MongofreThis is the private reserve that you have tdenfior permission to visit. We visited twice at
07-00hrs and only two vehicles passed us and mesthpped, both just waved at us. From the Me7etliang north from Mahon, turn
right (Cf-1) sign posted Cap de Favaritx. Afterkri(strongly advise you to keep an eye on youotripter and know when 2.1km is
coming up) and turn left down an unmade road oppagieen metal gates with a sign ‘Morella Vell'.€Be gates are now a little
overgrown but they are still visible. Drive downsthrack for 2.5km until you reach the gates to Mwngofre estate (big sign saying
Game reserve — no trespassing). Park up beforgates and walk in to view the saltpans. This y#amas a little bit quiet here.
Maybe it was too early for the wader passage.

Algendar Gorge- Again a combined family trip. We parked in ttede car park at the bottom of the valley. Theraitarge
restaurant / pub near the bottom (it has a watde sind a large red tap with water coming out) wod can leave the family here
while you walk up into the Gorge. It's quite a wélkm the car park and you can drive right up ® glates, but the parking spaces do
fill up quickly. The gates do say private on, there is a well trodden path to the right of theeggthrough some tall grass / pampas)
and a stile over the wall. The gap to the lefthef gates has been repaired and it's not possitdintb over this side. If you do leave
someone in the resort, give yourself more thancam.WWe did and only reached half way up the gorge.

Es Mercadal DepuradoraA sewage works on the northern edge of Es Maifc&dom the Mel5 heading into Es Mercadal from the
north, turn right at the first roundabout and riglgiin at a T junction. You pick up a sign heréh Northern Beaches and Binimel-
la. The entrance to the sewage works in on yount jigst on the edge of town. It's surrounded byw Wall and there are no ‘Keep
Out ‘signs. We climbed over and were in the proadsgewing the pools. At 07-00hrs the workers earup. We did thumbs up /
thumbs down to them and he just shook his headestefit You can see most of the pools from the dmaidyou are looking directly
into the sun in the morning. There is just one mewl to the right that you can't see and that waes anly one we didn't check.
Saturday’s ands Sundays maybe better here or gerlyd

Ses Salines- Old saltpans on the road to Fornells. Theregata on the right to pull into but we didn't leathe roadside. We did see
Kentish Plovers here.
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Night Heron, Salinas de Mongofre, Menorca. 1st July 2008 © N. J. Smith
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Immature Greater Flamingo, Tirant Marshes, Menorca. 30th June 2008 © N. J. Smith
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Shoveler, Salinas de Mongofre, Menorca. 1st July 2008 © N. J. Smith
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Purple Gallinule, Son Parc, Menorca. 30th June 2008 © N. J. Smith



&'(2 0*#$
V%)
%)
)
* 1 ) ? *')

*#-(

Stone-curlew, Nr Tirant Marshes, Menorca. 3rd July 2008 © N. J. Smith
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Bee-eater, Nr Tirant Marshes, Menorca. 3rd July 2008 © N. J. Smith
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Tawny Pipit, Salinas de Mongofre, Menorca. 4th July 2008 © N. J. Smith

#(3%)2"$ %
, % Y302
)

L% 2



/*

1
I

i

/)
16

1&
"#

Balearic Woodchat Shrike, Son Parc, Menorca. 30th June 2008 © N. J. Smith
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Blue Rock Thrush, Cap de Cavalleria, Menorca. 29th June 2008 © N. J. Smith
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