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Burchell’s Courser – Always a good find. 
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Total Bird Species:  387 (including 5 species that were only heard) 

Total Mammal Species:  45 

 

TRIP DIARY: 

12 Sept. 2011 

I arrived at Livingstone Airport at noon after a fairly relaxed border crossing at Kazangula. I was to 

meet three clients each coming in on a different flight but thankfully all within an hour from each 

other. Sue was first to arrive, followed by Jan and Aidan, unfortunately Sue’s bag didn’t arrive so 

after reporting it to the missing baggage counter we wasted no time and headed straight for the 

magnificent Victoria Falls. We saw very little in the way of birds at the falls other than Red-winged 

Starling , Rock Martin and glimpses of Schalow’s Turaco as it flew by underneath us in the gorge, 



the falls in themselves were spectacular though, so that more than made up for it. After leaving the 

falls we drove by the Augur Buzzard nesting site in the Batoka Gorge and here we fortunately found 

one of the birds on the nest. Green Wood-hoopoe put in an appearance as did Yellow-throated 

Petronia. A quick stop along the Zambezi did not produce the hoped for Rock Pratincole but we did 

manage Little Egret, Three-banded Plover and Common Sandpiper. A nice surprise came in the form 

of a White-breasted Cuckooshrike, the first time I have seen one in Livingstone. The highlight of the 

day however was noteworthy sightings of African Hobby just outside Livingstone (thanks Chris for 

the heads up on where to find them), what a spectacular bird. We also recorded Southern Black Tit, 

Golden-breasted Bunting and Pale Flycatcher in the same area. 

13 Sept. 2011 

The day started off on a very definite high as we watched an African Finfoot swim right past the 

lodge - this can be a really tough bird and this area provided our only realistic chance of finding one 

during the trip. Further birding around the lodge provided a plethora of new and exciting birds that 

included Brown-hooded Kingfisher, Giant Kingfisher, Jameson’s Firefinch, Brown-crowned Tchagra, 

Golden and Spectacled Weavers and a number of Sunbirds that included White-bellied, Amethyst, 

Scarlet-chested and Collared. Another highlight was our first African Skimmer for the trip, followed 

by cracking views of Hooded Vulture. A fruiting fig tree attracted the likes of African Green Pigeon, 

Trumpeter Hornbill and Schalow’s Turaco. After a hearty breakfast we did another quick walk 

around the garden and added Golden-tailed Woodpecker, Ashy Flycatcher, Tropical Boubou and 

Black-headed Oriole. From here we decided to try for Racket-tailed Roller but had no luck locating 

this sought after bird during the midday heat. After lunch we had a short break and then headed 

back to town to look for the Rock Pratincole and not only did we find it but we also found Collared 

Pratincole, other birds here included African Jacana, Wood Sandpiper, African Sacred Ibis and 

Kittlitz’s Plover. A short visit to the local sewage works held a few surprises as we bagged African 

Rail, Little Bittern, African Purple Swamphen and Purple Heron. After dinner back at the lodge we 

found African Wood Owl without too much hassle. 

14 Sept. 2011  

We woke to a slightly gloomy morning which was not nearly as clear as the previous day, we were 

still adding new species none the less and the first up was White-browed Robin-Chat. We also 

decided to have an earlier breakfast so that we could get on the road without too much delay. First 

stop at the Racket-tailed Roller spot and after some trying we found two fairly obliging Rollers, what 

awesome birds. The trees were literally alive with birds here and we managed cracking views of 

Golden-breasted Bunting, Neddicky, Cardinal Woodpecker and Stierling’s Wren-Warbler. A pair of 

Striped Kingfishers hunted from the powerlines but the find of the day and probably the trip came in 

the form of a pair of Miombo Pied Barbets, uncommon and a good find for the area. We pushed on 

and eventually reached the turn-off to the Zambezi floodplains and although most of the small 

wetlands were dry we eventually found some with water closer to the main river, to our surprise we 

found another pair of African Hobby here as well as large groups of African Openbill. A very obliging 

Greater Honeyguide provided cracking views, who knows, perhaps he really wanted to lead us to a 

pot of honey. A small group of African Pygmy Geese provided some excitement as we pushed even 

nearer to the main river where we soon found a melanistic Gabar Goshawk and also African Fish 

Eagle and Black-chested Snake- Eagle. On the way out we found a lone Plain-backed Pipit and a pair 



of Violet-eared Waxbills, truly stunning birds. The Zambian border crossing at Sesheke proved no 

hassle at all and the Namibian side was almost as easy. Now on Namibian soil we turned our 

attentions to some of the roadside wetlands en route to our lodge, the first provided very little other 

than Burchell’s Starling and African Hoopoe but the second and larger one provided the goods. Here 

we found a number of Common Greenshank as well as Wood Sandpiper, Ruff and at least three 

Greater Painted Snipe. A lone Hamerkop also put in a showing to complete the picture, from here 

we continued on to the lodge, finding Meyer’s parrot, Grey Heron and some more African Pygmy 

Geese on the way. We arrived at the lodge just in time to admire the large numbers of Southern 

Carmine Bee-Eaters feeding around the lodge. 

15 Sept. 2011  

After a welcome cup of coffee we drove down to the marshy areas near our camp to look for Black 

Coucal, first off we spotted a Senegal Coucal and then in the distance a Black Coucal later joined by 

another, not great views as both birds were partly obscured by reeds. Our attention was drawn away 

from the Coucals by the call of a Black-bellied Bustard, unfortunately we never did find the source of 

the call, the bird presumably skulking in the rank grass somewhere. A stop at the Southern Carmine 

Bee-Eater colony had everyone in awe as hundreds of Bee-Eaters swirled around us, we also added 

Thick-billed Weaver to our list near here. Across the river we spotted our first White-crowned 

Lapwing on a sandy spit with several African Skimmers nearby. Another small wetland produced 

African Pygmy Goose, Yellow-billed Egret, African Openbill and Red-billed Teal. We had to rush 

towards the end to ensure we arrived back at the lodge in time for breakfast. Some birding in the 

lodge grounds produced Hartlaub’s Babbler, Southern Grey-headed Sparrow, Black-collared Barbet 

as well as cracking views of one of our target birds, Brown Firefinch. Our search for Shelley’s Sunbird 

came up empty handed as we found several Marico Sunbirds, a single Purple-banded Sunbird in 

eclipse plumage as well as White-bellied and Collared Sunbirds, our walk ending with Water Thick-

knee near the river. Another wetland special in the form of Luapula Cisticola came as a very 

welcome addition to our list. We stopped in Katimo Mulilo to pick up lunch and fuel up the vehicle 

and from here we made minimal stops en route to Botswana, at one stop we did find a Dark 

Chanting Goshawk with a rather large snake as prey. Near Divindu we found Red-crested Korhaan 

and also a single Lanner Falcon and two cracker mammal finds in Mahango National Park with both 

Sable and Roan Antelope in short succession. The border crossing into Botswana was a breeze and 

upon exiting the Botswana side we were treated to good views of Meyer’s Parrot drinking at a 

leaking pipe just outside the gate. A couple of commoner bird species saw us to our lodge on the 

bank of the Okavango River. 

16 Sept. 2011  

Our first day in Botswana, on the banks of the Okavango River, started off being pretty cold so 

donning a jacket I met up with the rest of the group before heading out for some birding before 

breakfast. First bird for the morning turned out to be a Bradfield’s Hornbill, initially hard to get a 

satisfying view of but our patience was rewarded as it flew over us and landed in good view, 

followed by superb views of a very obliging pair of Orange-breasted Bush-Shrikes. After breakfast 

we headed out on a boat trip upstream of camp, we did not see much in the way of new birds along 

the first stretch, the only trip birds being Malachite Kingfisher and Little Swift. Our search for Pel’s 

Fishing Owl ran a blank but we did hit it lucky with several Lesser Jacana, good views of Chirping 



Cisticola, a pair of African Snipe and some Black Herons. The highlight of the morning however was 

a Western Banded Snake-Eagle just as we were about to turn around. We got back around lunch 

and decided to take a break before our afternoon boat ride which turned out to be great, firstly 

finding the sought after Pel’s Fishing Owl that we missed earlier in the morning. We then found our 

first Goliath Heron before having a real ding-dong battle with some Greater Swamp Warblers that 

just didn’t want to play ball, dashing between papyrus clumps and reeds but never giving us decent 

views till at last, a split second view on top of a reed. Other good birds included Black-crowned 

Night Heron, Whiskered and White-winged Tern, Brown-throated Martin and African Wattled 

Lapwing. 

17 Sept. 2011 

Our last morning in Botswana arrived all too soon and we set off for a bit of birding before breakfast, 

birding initially started off rather slow but picked up as the morning progressed. We found many of 

the birds that have now become familiar to us, the only new bird for us came in the form of Little 

Sparrowhawk. After breakfast we headed to the rooms to start packing and while I waited for the 

rest of the group I heard the familiar call of African Barred Owlet, just a short burst but I was 

fortunate in being able to locate two birds in a large Acacia tree, everyone managed to get really 

good looks at this, the third species of owl for the trip. Our final birds in Botswana turned out to be 

rather good ones as we first had rather unsatisfying views of Black-faced Babbler, followed by good 

views of African Harrier-Hawk and then even better views of Southern Ground Hornbill. After we 

crossed back into Namibia we entered the Mahango National Park, where we would spend the rest 

of the morning, a small herd of Sable Antelope provided us with good views of Yellow-billed 

Oxpecker, a symbiotic relationship in action. A stop at the Giant Baobab provided some 

entertainment as we strained our necks trying to get good views of Yellow-bellied Eremomela, 

Black-faced Waxbill and Cardinal Woodpecker, the floodplain giving us our first views of Wattled 

Crane and African Spoonbill as well as many of the commoner species. Other good birds in Mahango 

included Chestnut-vented Tit-babbler, Black-throated Canary and our first Ostriches of the trip. We 

arrived at our lodge just in time for lunch and as we walked in we were treated to our first sighting 

of Violet-backed Starling, what a superb bird. After a short break we shifted our attention to the 

Buffalo section of Bwabwata National Park, this turned out to be a great choice as we raked in the 

species, firstly we were all treated to much improved views of Black-faced Babbler and then had the 

opportunity to compare a Acacia Pied Barbet with our mental notes of its Miombo counterpart that 

we saw a few days earlier in Zambia. Further along we found one of our target birds here, a juvenile 

Saddle-billed Stork and another new tick in the form of Comb Duck. Wahlberg’s Eagle and Lesser 

Spotted Eagle, sitting about 30 metres apart allowed for great comparisons between these two 

similar species. Other good sightings here included Bennet’s Woodpecker, Double-banded 

Sandgrouse and one of the biggest herds of Buffalo I think I have ever seen. A Rock Pratincole that 

flew over as we crossed the bridge near Divundu completed the line up. 

18 Sept. 2011  

The morning started of rather slower than usual, with the ubiquitous Dark-capped Bulbul opening 

our account for the day. Greater Blue-eared Starling was another common bird in the gardens and 

while looking out over the river an African Skimmer flew lazily by. After breakfast we stopped at the 

floodplain which was now fast drying up, here we soon spotted what looked like a Slaty Egret and 



upon closer inspection we actually found two Slaty Egrets as well as a Rufous-bellied Heron. We 

also had our third sighting of African Hobby for the trip, quite a remarkable feat. An African Cuckoo 

flew low over us but we failed to locate it again after it seemed to land in a big tree at the edge of 

the floodplain, another noteworthy bird came in the form of Plain-backed Pipit. We fuelled up in 

Divundu and started our journey towards the town of Rundu, en route we stopped for a flock of 

White-crested Helmet-Shrikes, a juvenile Martial Eagle, perched obligingly on a small bush and then 

the undeniable bird of the day, a flock of Sharp-tailed Starlings. We arrived at Rundu, stopped for 

lunch in this rather uninspiring town and then headed for the lodge on the edge of the Okavango 

River. The late afternoon saw us birding the Rundu sewage works where we soon found good 

numbers of Hottentot and Cape Teal, managed to call out a Lesser Swamp Warbler, the ones here 

having an interesting twist to their call, quite different from the ones in South Africa. An almost pure 

white Ruff kept everyone entertained for a while, Little Stint and Red-knobbed Coot were also new 

additions to the list and an Osprey was another rather nice surprise.  

19 Sept. 2011  

We decided to have an early breakfast in order to get to the radio mast near Rundu in good time so 

didn’t do any birding in the lodge grounds as a result. Birding was very quiet upon our arrival at the 

site and we had to make do with great views of Violet-eared Waxbill, a species we had seen earlier 

in the trip but had the opportunity now to get up close and personal with this rather stunning little 

bird. Birding slowly started improving, rather good views of Tinkling Cisticola were obtained and we 

now also added Swallow-tailed Bee-eater and Black-chested Prinia to our ever growing list. A pair 

of Black-crowned Tchagra were very responsive and provided good looks all round, on the way out 

we found the bird we came looking for, several of them in fact, really good views were had of the 

Rufous-bellied Tits as they foraged low down in the trees. We decided to push on as we still had 

some distance to cover to get to Etosha, the only roadside stop was for Southern Pied Babbler, a 

noteworthy and new species for us so definitely worth stopping for. We arrived at Etosha in the late 

afternoon and one of Sue’s wishes were soon answered as we found our first Giraffe of the trip, 

followed by several Damara Dik-Dik resting in the shade. At one of the waterholes we found a 

plethora of raptors such as Tawny Eagle, Bateleur, Shikra, Gabar Goshawk as well as two species of 

Vulture, White-backed and Lappet-faced. Other good birds here included South African Shelduck, 

Black-necked Grebe, Crested Francolin, Red-capped Lark, Red-headed Finch and Cape Glossy 

Starling. A drive along Dik-Dik drive produced Spotted Thick-knee as a new species before we 

headed to Namutoni Camp, here the waterhole had only Common Moorhen and Blacksmith 

Lapwing in attendance. 

20 Sept. 2011  

A long travel awaited us today as we would make our way to the north western side of Namibia, 

known as Kaokoland. The very harsh landscape of Kaokoland is host to several range restricted 

species and those are what we were after. Back at Etosha in the meantime we had a very early 

breakfast and left camp shortly thereafter, during the packing process Aidan and I managed to find a 

Pearl-spotted Owlet as well as a pair of Red-necked Falcon circling overhead. A very obliging 

Ground-scraper Thrush greeted us as we went to hand in our keys, the first for the trip. We headed 

out of camp and decided to take the circular drive around Fischer’s Pan, soon finding numerous Kori 

Bustard along the way and also our first Pale Chanting Goshawk, attempting to catch a Lizard. Next 



up was superb views of Black-chested Snake-Eagle perched in a nearby tree; we managed to call in 

several Cape Penduline-Tits and were entertained by the antics of a pair of Northern Black Korhaan 

for a while. We were very happy to find Burchell’s Sandgrouse, a male with three females in tow, 

what a lucky guy, other good birds on this stretch included Kalahari Scrub-Robin and Ant-eating 

Chat. At an inundated area we managed to find Chestnut-banded Plover, Pied Avocet and Grey-

backed Sparrowlark.  A short stop at the picnic site just before the Andoni plains produced Barred 

Wren-Warbler and Marico Sunbird and then on the plains itself we found Blue Crane, the only 

population outside of South Africa exists here, other good birds in the park included Yellow Canary, 

Double-banded Courser and Great Sparrow. From here we pushed on towards Ruacana, eventually 

arriving there just after 5 in the afternoon. The whole Kaokoland had far more water than I have 

ever seen here in the past and this surely attracted numerous birds, as we saw good numbers of 

Ruppell’s Parrot, Monteiro’s Hornbill and even had prolonged views of a small party of Carp’s Tit, 

Bare-cheeked Babblers were also far more evident than in the past and also constituted our final 

Babbler species possible in Southern Africa. Sightings of two different coveys of Red-necked 

Spurfowl completed our haul for the evening as we arrived at the lodge just at sunset. 

21 Sept. 2011  

A very special day awaited us in this remote part of Namibia, while I was waiting for the clients the 

call of a Verreaux’s Eagle Owl alerted me to its presence and I managed to find it with relative ease, 

unfortunately Jan and Sue were just a tad too late to see it. With everyone present we made our 

way past the swimming pool where we were astonished to find a very bold African Crake strutting 

his stuff, oblivious to our presence. Our next target proved slightly less confiding but most of us 

managed good views of the Rufous-tailed Palm-Thrush, a very special West African endemic that 

only makes it into the Southern African sub-region along this stretch of the Kunene River. Later on 

after breakfast we were treated to another pair of Palm-Thrushes building a nest in a palm font, this 

time round Sue managed to get satisfying views as well. A roosting African Scops Owl proved to be 

another group favourite. From here we headed in search of Grey Kestrel, sadly this was one of the 

few trip misses as we just could not get onto it. In the same area however we found Short-toed 

Rock-Thrush, Rock Kestrel and the western race of Olive Bee-eater. At eleven o’clock we met up 

with Peter and headed to his Cinderella Waxbill stakeout, we had to work quite a bit harder than 

usual for it this time and eventually managed to find them above the waterfall; in the process we 

also found Chestnut Weaver, Pririt Batis, Shikra and Cinnamon-breasted Bunting. That evening we 

caught glimpses of a White-backed Night-Heron in very bad light but needless to say the views were 

far from satisfactory. 

22 Sept. 2011  

We got up in the hope of finding the Verreaux’s Eagle Owl again but this was not to be as we didn’t 

even get a peep out of them, our early rise was however justly rewarded as we managed to find not 

one but three White-backed Night-Herons on the far bank of the river, I ran back for the scope and 

within seconds we all had great scope views of this secretive birds, there was one adult and two 

juveniles. Our time at the Kunene came to an end all too soon as we decided to make an early start 

on a rather long travelling day to our next stop near the town of Kamanjab. As soon as we left the 

Kunene the wind started picking up and this really put a damper on birding as we managed very few 

roadside birds, with the exception of a lone Pale Chanting Goshawk. Upon our arrival in Opuwa the 



wind was really blowing strongly threatening to cover the whole town in dust, after lunch here we 

pushed on, eventually reaching our destination in the late afternoon, finding Secretarybird near the 

lodge. We birded the lodge grounds for a while and were amazed at how approachable the birds 

were here, superb views were had of Carp’s Tit, White-tailed Shrike, Long-billed Crombec, Common 

Scimitarbill, Bare-cheeked Babbler and Monteiro’s Hornbill. 

23 Sept. 2011  

A short walk up the hill behind the lodge, again had us return empty handed as we could still not 

locate the Hartlaub’s Francolin. After breakfast we drove to the series of hills close to the lodge, 

where we soon came upon our first Dusky Sunbirds, most birds being in eclipse plumage but a good 

addition nonetheless. We were again treated to superb views of Barred Wren-Warbler and at the 

top of the ridge we spotted a pair of African Hawk-Eagles perched not too far from our first and only 

Klipspringers of the trip. It wasn’t too long before we were all treated to delightful views of a 

Rockrunner, a bird we specifically wanted to see. After finding the Rockrunner we decided to head 

for Etosha National Park via the gravel road, we encountered several commoner species on the way 

but better still we found our first Namaqua Sandgrouse of the trip. We arrived in the park just after 

lunch and proceeded towards Halali camp, en route we encountered a small flock of Burchell’s 

Coursers near Gembsbokvlakte waterhole, Larks dominated the proceedings with good views of 

Pink-billed, Spike-heeled, Red-capped and Sabota Larks. Large flocks of both Chestnut-backed and 

Grey-backed Sparrowlarks were also present. We were all extremely chuffed when we encountered 

a beautiful male Cheetah right along the road and also the largest concentration of Kori Bustard I 

have ever seen, in excess of 30 birds. At Halali we managed to find White-faced Scops Owl but 

dipped on the Barn Owl so after fuelling up we started the long trip back to Okaukuejo where we 

were to stay for the night at yet another waterhole we found a lone White Stork. We managed 

several Spotted Hyena sightings on the way back and successfully managed to call in a Rufous-eared 

Warbler and also had good views of Red-headed Finch. Late the evening after dinner we headed for 

the floodlit waterhole where we watched several Black Rhino coming in to drink but the highlight 

was most certainly a hunting Marsh Owl and also Rufous-cheeked Nightjar. 

24 Sept. 2011  

We woke to a rather grim day as smoke from nearby bush fires filled the air, even blocking out the 

sun for large parts of the day. The birds seemed equally miserable and our first hour hardly 

produced any birds other than Spike-heeled Lark. At Okondeka waterhole we found a pride of Lions 

and we were very happy with good sightings of two magnificent males, we pushed on and our first 

trip bird eventually came in the form of Fawn-coloured Lark. Birding remained well below par 

compared to other days and the smoke just did not want to let up, soon however we found a bird 

that lightened up our day a bit, a stunning male Pygmy Falcon, followed shortly thereafter by a 

Capped Wheatear and a lone Zitting Cisticola, another trip first. Grey-backed and Chestnut-backed 

Sparrow-larks were around in good numbers and quite often in mixed flocks. At the waterhole at 

Okaukuejo we managed to add Shaft-tailed Whydah in non-breeding plumage. After lunch we 

headed to the lodge and decided to take a well deserved break, birding in the late afternoon 

produced several of the species we were already well acquainted with but provided a chance to look 

at them in more detail. 

25 Sept. 2011  



We decided to head south early so after breakfast we packed the car and headed off. We managed 

two new species before reaching the nearby town of Outjo, first up a small covey of Swainson’s 

Spurfowl, a species we did find earlier in the trip but had rather poor views off, and Greater Striped 

Swallow. A short stop on the M63 hosted Green-winged Pytilia, Black-faced Waxbill, Acacia Pied 

Barbet and Pearl-spotted Owlet amongst others. Red-headed Finches and Great Sparrow were 

common at cattle watering points amongst hordes of doves. We also managed great views of 

Rufous-naped and Fawn-coloured Larks, the latter on a fence post allowing us saturating views. 

Raptors were rather scarce en route but we did manage Tawny Eagle, Black-chested Snake-Eagle, 

Pale Chanting Goshawk and Rock Kestrel. A quick drive through Omaruru produced very little, I did 

however return to town and found Burnt-necked Eremomela, Ashy Tit and Violet Wood-hoopoe in 

the same dry river bed. We arrived at Erongo just in time for lunch and were amazed at the number 

of White-tailed Shrikes in the camp; we also had several sighting of Rockrunner and an unbelievable 

number of Hartlaub’s Francolin. Over dinner we managed good views of a Small Spotted Genet 

catching bugs around the spotlight and a pair of Porcupine that sauntered past the dining area. 

Other good birds for the day included Pale-winged Starling, Mountain Wheatear and Rosy-faced 

Lovebird. 

26 Sept. 2011  

We had a full day’s birding ahead of us as we would be visiting one of Namibia’s best known 

landmarks, Spitzkoppe. At breakfast we had superb views of Hartlaub’s Francolin and scores of 

Rosy-faced Lovebirds as well as a male Southern Masked Weaver in full breeding plumage, the only 

weaver in breeding dress that we saw the whole trip. On our way out of the lodge we managed to 

add a trip bird in the form of Cape Bunting, from here we took the back roads to Spitzkoppe and at a 

dry river crossing we took the opportunity to add two more target birds, Ashy Tit and Pearl-breasted 

Swallow. A pair of African Hawk-Eagles perched right alongside the road provided everyone with 

good views and a lone Tractrac Chat was a new bird for most. At Spitzkoppe we searched in several 

localities for Herero Chat but was unable to locate it, we did however come away with Karoo Long-

billed Lark not too far from there. Fortunately I did have a back-up spot for Herero Chat and we 

headed straight for there, upon our arrival I immediately heard the bird calling but failed to locate it, 

only after moving further up the road did we manage to locate a pair of this, arguably 

Namibia/Angola’s most difficult endemic. A stop in Omaruru got us onto Burnt-necked Eremomela 

in no time but we failed to relocate the Violet Wood-hoopoes that I saw there the previous day. Just 

before dinner we added Freckled Nightjar and Barn Owl to our ever growing list and once again we 

enjoyed watching the comings and goings of Porcupine and Small Spotted Genet. 

27 Sept. 2011  

A fairly early start was required as we decided to head to Walvisbay via the longer but more scenic 

route via Brandberg and Hentiesbay. Our first stop at a dry river creek got us distant views of Violet 

Wood-hoopoe and rather better views of Gabar Goshawk perched. The rest of the drive to Uis did 

not produce much other than Speckled Pigeon and several Tractrac Chats. The road north of Uis and 

then to Brandberg did not disappoint as we soon had great views of Ruppel’s Korhaan, a bird we 

failed on during the August trip, Benguella Long-billed Lark proved as reliable as always and Stark’s 

Lark was another welcome addition to our list. We headed back to Uis where we enjoyed lunch 

before tackling the road to Hentiesbay, this road produced several Gray’s Larks, a lone Namakwa 



Chameleon (a nice little change from birding), a small family of Meerkat and nice views of Red-

necked Falcon, unfortunately we could not locate any Ludwig’s Bustard along this stretch. We 

reached the ocean and turned onto the salt road south, stopping briefly at Jakkalsputz where we 

managed to add Cape Gannet and White-fronted Plover to our list. We arrived in Walvisbay in the 

afternoon and after checking in at the lodge we did some birding along the lagoon where we found 

many Common Terns, Hartlaub’s Gull, Cape (Kelp) Gull, Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit and 

Common Whimbrel soon however the light failed us and we headed back to the lodge before 

heading off for dinner. 

28 Sept. 2011  

What a change it was waking up to a rather cold Walvisbay, this in total contrast to the heat of the 

interior. First stop, Rooibank for the Dune Lark and some dune climbing for Aidan.  The Acacia 

woodland in the dry river course produced Cape Sparrow, Common Scimitarbill, Bokmakierie and 

Familiar Chat. Upon our arrival at the Lark’s favoured dunes we soon located a number of Dune 

Larks and after enjoying watching them from all angles, Aidan decided it’s time to climb the dune, 

which he did remarkably well while the rest of us looked on. From Rooibank we headed to the town 

of Swakopmund and more specifically the Mile 4 Saltworks, a stop to scan a Tern roost, where we 

found Sandwich, Common and Swift Tern also produced Bank Cormorant on nearby rocks, a tough 

bird to find in the area. The saltworks was rather much quieter than usual, even the usually large 

concentrations of Flamingo was reduced to only a handful of Greater Flamingos. Crowned 

Cormorant was dutifully present at its usual spot and we also managed great views of a number of 

commoner shorebirds. After a good lunch in town we headed back to Walvisbay where we opted for 

a short break before tackling the waterbirds of the bay and the local saltworks. Starting of in the late 

afternoon we kept our eyes peeled for the diminutive shape of Damara Tern, which we eventually 

located in reasonable numbers, we were also very pleased in locating two Red-necked Phalaropes 

and blessed with the presence of two Eurasian Curlews, a bird that seems to be becoming 

increasingly rare in Southern Africa. Other good birds included Chestnut-banded Plover, White-

fronted Plover, Curlew Sandpiper, Caspian Tern, Ruff and Little Stint. 

29 Sept. 2011  

A varied day awaited us today as Jan had to be at the airport at 11h00 for her flight, Aidan at 15h00 

and Sue staying on at the lodge for another two nights. The group headed out to the Walvisbay 

saltworks in search of a Common Black-headed Gull that was reported from there a few days earlier 

but we failed to locate it. Around the lodge we searched for Orange River White-eye which we 

eventually located in a nearby tree, another good trip bird and one of the few passerine additions to 

be found reliably here. After dropping Jan, Sue, Aidan and I had lunch in town and then it was time 

to say farewell to Sue. Aidan and I did one more round to the saltworks but could still not locate the 

gull so decided to head for the sewage works where we managed to locate an African Reed Warbler, 

the final new bird for the trip. 


