
Oaxaca, 6-14 December 2014  

Mike Tanis and Ted Drozdowski 

This is a report of a week’s birding in Oaxaca, Mexico.  Oaxaca was entirely new territory for 

both of us: it was Ted’s first international trip in many years, and Mike’s third trip to Mexico, 

having visited Puerto Vallarta and the Yucatan on previous vacations.  December seems to 

be a bit disadvantaged relative to the warmer months, as some species are missing or very 

quiet. But the weather was dry and mostly very pleasant. Migratory species were common 

and abundant: we tallied fifteen U.S. breeding warblers among many other migrants. We 

thoroughly enjoyed our visit; we felt welcomed and safe in all the localities we visited, in 
spite of the news of recent violence in nearby Guerrero state. 

Route: We spent the first night in Huatulco, since we arrived from the US in late afternoon 

after a very long day of travel. Ted and I were coming from different departure cities, and I 

had two connections from Philadelphia, so we wanted to leave an option for a delay due to 

flight or weather problems. From Huatulco, the route was this: a full day’s drive from 

Huatulco to Oaxaca with morning birding in the Tehuantepec area; then four nights in 

Tlalixtac near Oaxaca; then we would head back to the coast, stopping for a night in San 

Jose del Pacifico, with the final two nights in Mazunte.  This route gave us a long first day of 
driving, but otherwise very reasonable distances to travel each day. 

Rental Car: We rented from Europcar in Huatulco.  Hertz was double the price; Avis opened 

their office in Nov 2014 after we made our booking, but was also more expensive than 

Europcar. The first agent spoke no English, so I muddled through in my poor Spanish, but 

would have managed eventually to get through the details. Later a very pleasant and 

helpful English-speaking agent arrived and helped finish the transaction. I went back and 

forth at the counter deciding whether to take Europcar’s CDW/LDW insurance at $20/day, 

but ultimately decided to trust that my Amex card would cover our needs. Presumably using 

the rental agency insurance provides a hassle-free process when making a claim. However, 

Europcar’s insurance (like all the other agencies) carries a 10% of car value deductible, 

meaning I would still be on the hook for smaller claims like windshield, tires, dents and 

dings; whereas Amex would have no such deductible, but likely a longer claim process. 

Mandatory liability (about US$20K) is included from all the rental agencies. We also paid an 

extra $24 to add the second driver. Standard procedure in Mexico is to hold US$5000 on the 

credit card as security--less if you use Europcar’s insurance.  We were given an almost new 

Chevy Aveo four-door, automatic transmission (white, of course) sedan with Quintana Roo 

plates, highlighting the fact that we were tourists in a rental. It was a no frills car, for sure—

once you get used to electric windows and remote door locks at home, it is tough to go back 

to window cranks, keys, and manual buttons!  But the car served us well on the highways, 

twisting mountain roads, and the few dirt roads we tackled. Europcar provided a 24/7 

service phone number, as well as the cell phone number of the Huatulco office manager. We 

fortunately never needed to call.  Also we were very careful about keeping track of the one 

car key we had for the vehicle.   

When we arrived to return the car an hour before our flight, all the agencies were still 

closed up, and a few customers were waiting to return cars. Fortunately not long after we 

had our luggage out of the car, the Europcar agent appeared and handled our car return. 

(Hertz did not appear until 35 minutes before the flight, and was stressing out the Hertz 

customers!) Since our car had been a filthy, dusty mess from the trip, we had given it a 

quick hand wash at our hotel the day before, which notably improved its appearance. We 

noticed then that some tar from road construction had splattered the passenger fender and 



door; fortunately the agent did not count it significant and passed the car without issues. 

We were penalized for 8 liters of gas because we underestimated the distance (and time) to 

the airport the last day, and did not return at the necessary level. The agent invited us to fill 

up at Pemex nearby, but we did not have much spare time by then. In the end we paid 

US$254 total for eight days of unlimited kilometers, extra driver, and gas (charged in pesos 
to the credit card), and were overall pretty pleased with the car and service from Europcar. 

Guide Services: We hired Eric Antonio Martinez for three days of our trip during our full 

days in the greater Oaxaca area, and were completely pleased with his absolutely 

professional work.  Besides helping us find many great birds, he provided cheerful 

companionship and answered many questions about Mexico, Oaxaca, and, of course, the 

birds to be found there. Eric was patient with my driving on Oaxaca’s dark and potholed 

(and speed-bumped) streets; he navigated us to excellent birding sites that we certainly 

would have reached with more difficulty and a lot less birding success on our own. We both 

recommend him very highly to anyone planning a trip to Oaxaca or for that matter, 

anywhere else in Mexico. He arrived promptly on schedule at our hotel each morning with 

his telescope and enthusiastic attitude.  Prior to the trip, he patiently responded to my 

dozens of emailed questions about best routes to drive and sites to visit for our trip. Eric 

has opened a B&B catering to birders in his home town of Teotitlan del Valle; contact him 

for further information about the B&B or professional guide services. 

Eric’s website: http://www.mexico-birding.com/guides.html 

Eric’s email: mirmidons_1987@yahoo.com 
 

Money: We used ATMs at the Mexico City airport, Tlalixtac, and in Pochutla to obtain pesos 

with which we paid most of our daily expenses. We chose ATMs which would be locked 

behind doors during closed business hours, to reduce the risk that the machine had been 

tampered with.  We didn’t need an ATM in Mazunte, but were told that the machine sits out 

on the main street. Also we heard that the second ATM in town, at the Turtle Center, was 

removed by thieves earlier in the year during an armed robbery! The exchange rate was 
about US$1 = MX$14 during our trip. 

Mike: phdbirder AT gmail DOT com 
Ted:  drozdovekie AT sbcglobal DOT net 

 
Arrival to Huatulco HUX: 12-06-2014 

Ted and I met in the Mexico City airport, after our respective flights from Dallas and 

Philadelphia.  Our flight to Huatulco (Aeromexico) was on time. We could also have chosen 

Oaxaca as our destination, but for some reason Ted’s fare to Huatulco was a significant 

bargain. So even though my fare was slightly higher to Huatulco than to Oaxaca, together 

we saved about $300. We arrived at 5pm with just enough time to pick up our rental car 

(Europcar) at the airport kiosk.  We then drove to La Crucetita to check into Hotel Villa 

Blanca Huatulco.  I had reserved this ahead of time via Travelocity for about $45 for the one 

night.  The room was clean and comfortable with hot water and AC. It was pretty quiet the 

night we were there, just prior to the Christmas tourist season we were told. We walked 

from the hotel to the Super Che where we picked up some water and snacks for the next 

days. Afterwards we had dinner at the nearby Best Western Posada Chahue, which was 
reasonably priced and a short walk away. 

 

http://www.mexico-birding.com/guides.html
mailto:mirmidons_1987@yahoo.com


Huatulco-Tehuantepec-Tlalixtac: 12-07-2014 

Our first morning required an excessively early wake up since we wanted to be at 

Tehuantepec for early morning birding.  We packed up and left the hotel by 4:30am, leaving 

the room key with the night attendant. After a quick stop for gas at Pemex in Huatulco (24-

7), we headed out of town on Rt 200 toward Tehuantepec. Within a few hundred yards we 

were startled by a line of cones blocking all lanes of the highway and no apparent detour.  

Confused, we circled back to the main intersection to town, where we picked up the trail of 

an early morning bus heading eastbound.  Sure enough there was a rough dirt track of 

about 500m circumventing the construction zone.  We followed the bus through. It took 3.5 

hours to reach Tehuantepec, with a very twisty road consisting mostly of hairpin turns and 

innumerable speed bumps.  It turns out this is pretty normal for a Mexico coastal or 

mountain road.  We just weren’t prepared for the slow progress of travel in Mexico and had 

to reset expectations. We arrived to the first birding site at Tehuantepec at about 8am, 

instead of 7am. One notable thing we encountered during the dark hours were several 

runners, dressed in white garments, carrying lit torches and flags, some barefoot!  They 

were always escorted by an open truck, loaded with a dozen or more associated people who 

seemed to be supporting them in relays.  We passed twenty or thirty such parties in the 

dark hours of the morning, covering at least 100km of highway. Apparently this was some 

kind of religious pilgrimage. 

At Tehuantepec we visited immediately KM 146 of Rt 190, which is only 2 km from the 

intersection with Rt 185. We visited a couple of paths on the right and left of the highway in 

the first 5 km from the intersection. We managed to get the Cinnamon-tailed (Sumicrast’s) 

Sparrow here along the entrance road to a fenced facility; one of the workers left the 

property while we were there, but he did not ask us to leave; however, we stayed away 

from the gate to the facility, as the birding was good near the highway.  At a different stop 

we heard, and then glimpsed, a Lesser Ground-cuckoo. Also found at these sites were 

Orange-breasted buntings, Doubleday’s Hummingbirds, Sclater’s and Banded Wrens, Thick-
billed Kingbird, and Altamira and Streak-backed Orioles.  

At about 12 noon we drove into Tehuantepec to the Restaurante-Bar Guiexhoba in the 

center of town for a late breakfast. The food and coffee were delicious, and it was nice to 

relax out of the wind and the sun.  Our plans originally were to look for Rose-bellied Bunting 

north of town toward La Ventosa, but we decided that based on our travel speed that we did 

not have another two hours to spare for a side trip that wouldn’t put us in Oaxaca well after 

dark.  Although we made 4 or 5 stops along Rt 190 where we saw several warblers, 

tanagers, and a few common flycatchers, there were not any notable sightings along the 

way that afternoon, except Broad-tailed and a possible, but unconfirmed, Green-fronted 
Hummingbird, as it was windy and hot. 

We arrived a little after dark to our hotel in Tlalixtac on the outskirts of Oaxaca, the Casa 

Adobe B&B ($55/night). Tlalixtac, (whose name does not fall easily off the tongue) is well 

situated outside the heaviest traffic of downtown Oaxaca, with Rt 175 accessed more easily 

to both north and south. We stayed four nights at Casa Adobe B&B in a very clean 

apartment, with a small kitchen area where we could prepare breakfast prior to leaving 

early in the morning. The fridge was stocked with some basic foods (bread, eggs, milk, and 

coffee); a 5 gallon jug of drinking water was provided. We were well-attended by the 

owners, who even provided some leftovers and sandwich fixings on our first evening, when 

we were too tired to venture out for a restaurant. Wifi was included, and we parked our 

rental car in the garage below the apartment. Tlalixtac itself is a pleasant village and very 

safe to walk around. 



Teotitlan del Valle and Benito Juarez: 12-08-2014 

Roosters were crowing in the morning, but since we were getting up just as early, it didn’t 

matter much.  Eric showed up a few minutes early as we were finishing breakfast, and we 

were soon on our way to his home town of Teotitlan del Valle (1800m) about 20 minutes 

away. We first birded an area below town along a small watercourse.  Here we found Gray-

breasted Woodpecker, Boucard’s Wren, Gray Silky, and Bridled Sparrow. After a couple 

hours there, we headed up to the reservoir above town, and continued birding all morning 

up the 20km unpaved road to the village of Benito Juarez (2800m). At the reservoir we 

found ducks including a Cinnamon Teal, a few common shorebird species, Green Kingfisher, 

Dusky Hummingbird, Social and Tufted Flycatchers, and Black-vented Oriole.  At the higher 

elevations we had these highlights: White-eared and Blue-throated Hummingbirds, Brown-

backed Solitaire, Rufous-backed Robin, Ruddy-capped Nightingale-thrush, Gray Silky 

Flycatcher,  Rose-throated Becard, Rufous-capped Warbler, Slate-throated and Painted 

Redstart, Red Faced Warbler, Red Warbler, Rufous-capped Brush-finch, White-throated 

Towhee, Collared Towhee, Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer, and Yellow-eyed Junco.  We ate 

a late lunch at the community cafe there, and then birded our way back to the reservoir and 
town, where we dropped off Eric. 

We stopped for an early dinner in nearby El Tule, famous for an ancient tree believed to be 

at least 1500 years old, at the pleasant restaurant El Milenario (named for the ancient tree). 

We bought some corn flakes and snacks for the apartment at the Minimas convenience 
store across the road from Milenario. 

La Cumbre: 12-09-2014 

Eric met us again at Casa Adobe B&B at about 5:30am. This morning we headed up to La 

Cumbre, arriving there before it was completely light out. The unpaved road at La Cumbre 

was open into the designated park areas, but Eric explained we would pay the entrance fee 

(50 pesos each) on the way out when the office was open (which we did at about noon). It 

was cold, foggy, and drizzly during our entire visit to the forest at La Cumbre.  We drove 

about 12 km of soggy, sticky, clay-based roads in our front wheel drive rental. There were a 

couple of particularly gooey spots, but we didn’t get stuck anywhere. We did see a couple of 

other vehicles during our time there, but this area is fairly isolated, so getting stuck would 

certainly be an inconvenience.  We succeeded in totally coating the car with pale yellow clay 

mud up to the door handles, mud we carried with us the rest of the trip. Birders come to La 

Cumbre for the specialties, including Dwarf Jay. We did not hear or see any jays until late in 

the morning, when a flock of Stellar’s Jays passed through. To our relief, in this flock we 

were able to get excellent looks at a couple Dwarf Jays. We didn’t know it before our trip, 

but Eric had been part of some radio-tag studies on the Dwarf Jays some years before; the 

amount of effort and skill required to successfully capture and track these elusive birds in 

that difficult terrain surely gains my respect!  Highlights in the La Cumbre forests included:  

Strong-billed Woodcreeper (h), Blue-throated Hummingbird, Gray-breasted Wood-wren, 

Gray-barred Wren, Russet and Ruddy-capped Nightingale Thrushes, White-throated and 

Black Robins, Crescent-chested Warbler, Red Warbler, Rufous-capped Warbler, Golden-

browed Warbler, Slate-throated Redstart, Rufous-capped and Chestnut-capped 

Brushfinches, Collared Towhee, Yellow-eyed Junco, and a hundred times more Hermit and 

Townsend’s Warblers than I have ever seen in the US.  

At about noon we birded for a short distance on the less forested road across Rt 175, hoping 

for some hummingbirds, but essentially adding nothing significant. We then ate lunch at the 

Café Colibri, just a few kilometers over the pass at La Cumbre. There are hummingbird 



feeders with White-tailed and Magnificent Hummingbirds, and presumably a nice view on a 
sunny day. 

On the return down the mountain, we stopped at a village named Estudiante, 12 km uphill 

from the intersection of Rts 190 and 175. There was a lot of bird activity, but mostly 

migrant species, so we added some orioles, grosbeaks, and flycatchers to the list, but no 
further Oaxacan specialties. 

We returned to Tlalixtac before dark on this day, so we decided to walk around town, do 

some local birding and take a few photos.  We saw Cooper’s Hawk, White-tailed Kite, 

Cassin’s Kingbirds, and Lesser Nighthawk in the neighborhood yards and gardens.  It was a 

very pleasant evening, and gave us a chance to absorb Mexican life in a suburban 

town/village.  Many people greeted us, and we enjoyed a relaxed walk to the town square 

before grabbing a bite to eat at Don’s Hamburguesas, where we were welcomed warmly. 

They didn’t have beer on hand, but cheerfully went next door to find one for me. 

Mexican/Oaxacan food is available, along with convenience food such as grilled (frozen) 

burgers, which tasted pretty good topped with fresh onions and tomatoes and a side order 
of fresh cut french fries. 

Etla and Monte Alban: 12-10-2014 

Eric met us early at the apartment as on the other mornings, and he took us out to Etla-

Guacamaya Road on this day. The road was dusty and unpaved, but had nice views back to 

the Oaxaca Valley for sunrise. Our goal was to find Oaxaca Sparrow and Ocellated Thrasher 

on the scrubby lower slopes below the forested areas higher up the road. We spent most of 

the morning here, but did not get Ocellated Thrasher. However, we did find a number of 

nice species: Slaty Vireo, Golden Vireo, Crescent-chested Warbler, Brown-backed Solitaire, 

Elegant Euphonia, Oaxaca Sparrow, and White-eared and Amethyst-throated Hummingbirds 

among other more common species.  We also heard West Mexican Chachalaca and Long-

tailed Woodpartridge.  Higher up the road we found White-striped Woodcreeper, Brown-

backed Solitaire, Rufous-capped warbler, Yellow-eyed Junco, Rufous-capped Brush-finch, 

Chestnut-capped Brushfinch, and Scott’s Oriole.  There is a nice apple orchard and flower 
garden in the village of Guacamaya which was alive with birds. 

We then drove over to Monte Alban where we ate a late lunch, followed by some time 

exploring the site. We did a little birding on the edges of the main site, but did not put a lot 

of effort into it. We missed Ocellated Thrasher here as well, but it was warm, and we did not 

visit any of the paths in the scrubby areas down the hillside. Afterward we returned to Casa 
Adobe B&B, and walked to Don’s Hamburguesas for dinner again. 

San Martin and San Jose del Pacifico 12-11-2014 

We did not have an early wakeup scheduled for this morning.  We wanted to leave enough 

time in the afternoon for birding at San Jose del Pacifico , and we felt we had given enough 

effort to Ocellated Thrasher without success at Etla or Monte Alban. In retrospect, I think we 

should have tried another location or tried again on the slopes of Monte Alban. Or we could 

have made arrangements to leave Oaxaca a day earlier to give us an extra morning in the 

coastal mountains.  Instead we enjoyed a more leisurely wakeup, and headed toward the 
coast. 

We stopped at the village of San Martin Tilcajete, about 90 minutes drive from Oaxaca, to 

shop for some of the intricate and colorfully painted wooden alebrijes for which this town is 



known. We were blown away by some of the pieces of work and spent nearly two hours 

exploring and purchasing some of these fascinating handicrafts.  I’m not normally looking 

for souvenirs or gift items when I travel, but I was captivated by the amazing artwork and 
thoroughly enjoyed our visit here. 

We arrived in mid-afternoon to San Jose del Pacifico and checked into the pleasant Cabanas 

Puesta del Sol (MX$650).  The cabin was spartan, but very clean, with hot water. The 

property is on a very steep slope, but the paths between cabins are paved and illuminated 

at night. But they are steep! There is a restaurant on the property, which was convenient 
for dinner, but service was a bit surly, and our portions of fried chicken were rather small. 

We birded the property for a while, then walked along Rt 175 to the north, finally returning 

to a viewpoint over the forest at the bottom of the property until it was too dark to see. 

There was a lot of bird activity around some flowering trees, and the gardens attracted a 

few hummingbirds as well. Birds seen this afternoon were: Long-tailed Wood Partridge 

(heard), Mountain Pygmy-Owl (heard after dark), Green Violetear, White-eared 

Hummingbird, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Brown-backed Solitaire, Blue Mockingbird, 

Blue-headed Vireo, Crescent-chested Warbler, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Townsend's Warbler, 

Hermit Warbler, Wilson's Warbler, Red Warbler, Slate-throated Redstart, Western Tanager, 

Common Bush-Tanager, Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer,  Lincoln's Sparrow, Yellow-eyed 
Junco, and Black-vented Oriole. 

Ruta 175 and La Soledad: 12-12-2014 

We were on the road before first light, planning to visit the higher slopes for White-throated 

Jay and also the La Soledad area which is a bit lower. We had identified (from prior trip 

reports) a few prospective birding stops along Rt 175, but we found that the real challenge 

was finding safe places to pull off the road with good viewing of the forest.  We had 

difficulty because the road was being re-paved and there were no kilometer markers 

(except a rare one or two) to be found; also some pullouts were occupied by workers’ 

vehicles or construction materials. However, in compensation, we enjoyed brand new 

pavement and a virtual absence of speed bumps. It turned out that traffic was relatively 

light, so that traffic noise really wasn’t a hindrance to birding.  We identified a few good 

birding stops, and I used Google street view to get estimates on distance and KM markers; 

hopefully the catalogue provided below is helpful. I’ve described it in two sections: the 

upper El Porvenir section and lower La Soledad sections. All the distances are measured 

from 0.0 at the San Pedro el Alto turnoff, since it is a well-marked landmark. Rt 175 KM 

numbers are estimated since the road was being paved and only two actual KM markers 

were seen. LEFT and RIGHT perspective are heading south (downhill) on Rt 175. The first 

site is a soccer field and house 2.4 km before the turnoff, with a large area to park off the 

road. We crossed the stream on the single log bridge and walked to the far end of the 

soccer field to view the forest behind, where we got Mountain Trogon and Common 

Chlorospingus.  But it was still very early and cold with little activity. Just 0.5 km down the 

San Pedro el Alto road was a nice pulloff on the left, with a dirt road that headed steeply 

down to the valley. A couple hundred meters down the road, we got two Bumblebee 

Hummingbirds, Blue Mockingbird, and an empid that was Hammond’s or Pine. This was a 

nice quiet spot and would have been good for a longer trek, but we wanted to keep moving. 

A wider pulloff another 3km down Rt 175 from the San Pedro turnoff was very productive, 

giving us Red-headed Tanager, Chestnut-sided Shrike-vireo, and several warblers. A pulloff 

further down the road gave us White-eared Hummingbird and more Red-headed Tanagers. 

Unfortunately, we did not have any luck finding the elusive White-throated Jay. Birds seen 

in the Porvenir section: Bumblebee Hummingbird, White-eared Hummingbird, Mountain 



Trogon, Common Raven, Brown Creeper, Brown-backed Solitaire, Blue Mockingbird, Blue-

headed Vireo, Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo, Crescent-chested Warbler, Yellow-rumped 

Warbler, Townsend's Warbler, Hermit Warbler, Red Warbler, Slate-throated Redstart, Red-
headed Tanager, Western Tanager, Common Chlorospingus. 

San Jose del Pacifico to El Porvenir 
-24.2 (KM 131.0) San Jose Del Pacifico, Cabanas Puesta del Sol, 2500m 
-2.4 (KM 151.8) on LEFT house and soccer field, cross stream at ford or single log bridge to reach 
soccer field and forest beyond (Mountain Trogon) 
0.0  (KM 155.2) on LEFT newly paved and clearly signed road to San Pedro el Alto on hairpin bend; 

0.5 km side trip on San Pedro el Alto road:  on LEFT pull off on curve at 0.5 km, dirt road heads 
downhill (Bumblebee Hummingbird at 200m); 2500m 
3.0 (KM 158.0) on LEFT long roadside section with parking and valley overview (Red-headed Tanager, 
Chestnut-sided Shrike-vireo) 
3.2  (KM 158.2) on RIGHT Green Gate with dirt road not visited; “White-throated Jay site” 2300m 

5.4 (KM 160.0) on RIGHT KM 160 low stone marker (visible because of construction weed clearing) 
6.4 (KM 161.0) on RIGHT KM 161 low stone marker (visible because of construction weed clearing) 

7.2 (KM 161.8) on RIGHT roadside caged stones, stream (Red-headed Tanager) 
12.4 (KM 167.0) on RIGHT KM 167 white highway sign marker 
12.6 (KM 167.2) on LEFT El Porvenir village sign (north side of village) 1800m 
 

In addition to the time required to drive the many switchbacks and negotiate the sections 

under construction, we spent a bit of time driving up and down Rt 175 trying to locate “the” 

birding spots, but it was difficult to identify from others’ trip reports.  We first stopped at 

the dirt road at about KM 181.5. A frail woman came out of the house on the corner and 

invited us to park up on her property off the road. We only walked the upper 400m, but it 

just wasn’t very productive; Google maps shows the track going all the way to the valley, so 

maybe a longer excursion would have been better. Here we found Rusty Sparrow and a few 

warblers. We thanked the woman with a few pesos for allowing us to park. Then we went to 

La Soledad village and finally located what we believe was the “La Soledad trail” which had 

a rusty cable across it and a tight spot for parking. It is just 250m from La Soledad village 

sign, where one could ask permission to park. We followed the trail for at least 1km down to 

the stream, picking up a number of species including a few flycatchers, but without finding 

Blue-capped Hummingbird. It was already late and getting warm by this time, around 

11am.  We then drove 2km back up the road where a woman waiting for a bus allowed us 

to bird on her property which had a stream and clearing (and indications it had been used 

hundreds of times as an impromptu traveler toilet, which she commented on in frustration). 

We found more tanagers, hummingbirds, a woodcreeper, and warblers, but we left for the 

coast without Blue-capped Hummingbird. Below La Soledad, there were almost no places 

that looked promising as birding pullover birding spots. Birds seen in the La Soledad area 

were Berylline Hummingbird, Olivaceous Woodcreeper, Greenish Elaenia, Eye-ringed Flatbill, 
Tufted Flycatcher, Dusky-capped Flycatcher, Happy Wren, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Brown-

backed Solitaire, Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush, Warbling Vireo, Tennessee Warbler, 
Yellow Warbler, Black-throated Green Warbler, Grace's Warbler, Black-and-White Warbler, 
MacGillivray's Warbler, Golden-crowned Warbler, Black-headed Grosbeak, Rusty Sparrow, 

Black-headed Siskin. 

 
La Soledad area 

25.1 (KM 180) on RIGHT dirt trail in clearing at curve in road with stream; owner waiting for bus 
allowed us to access her property (Olivaceous Woodcreeper, tanagers, hummingbirds, warblers) 
26.4 (KM 181.5) on LEFT dirt road downhill; small house on corner (Rusty Sparrow, Grace’s Warbler) 
27.4 (KM 182.8) on LEFT Entrance to “La Soledad trail,” rusty cable across entrance to track, parking 
for only one vehicle—no vehicles using track in 2014 (Eye-ringed Flatbill, etc) 
27.6 (KM 183) on RIGHT La Soledad village sign (north side of village) 1500m 



We continued to Mazunte via Pochutla, Puerto Angel, and Zipolite, hoping to scout out 

Howell’s birding track to the west of Zipolite in the light of day. Although we stopped at 

several likely places, we were frustrated that nothing seemed exactly right.   

We checked into the OceanoMar hotel which is a really beautiful property (MX$1400/night) 

with spectacular views of distant Playa Mermecito with its thunderous pounding surf, and of 

the surrounding thorn forest. Our room was huge, clean, and modern with comfortable 

beds. This is really a hotel of distinction and also a great location for birders.  Citreoline 

Trogon was seen as we checked in. A short walk away there is good habitat for birding. 

Barbara, the owner, is a joyful, sweet person who genuinely takes an interest in each 

guest’s enjoyment of their stay. The hotel has a pool, wifi in the café, and also a restaurant 

which we did not visit. However, there were guests in the restaurant both nights, and this is 

not a place you would happen to drive by, so it must have a good reputation. The hotel is 

about a 10 minute walk (four minute drive) from the center town where there are other 

restaurants and tourist businesses. The only minor negative is the 75 stairs from the 

entrance and parking area to the main part of the hotel. 

We finished up our day by walking to Punta Cometa where we joined an eclectic crowd of 

nature lovers, sun worshipers, yoga students, and artists to watch the sun plunge into the 

ocean. A Peregrine Falcon was seen heading out to sea. For dinner, we enjoyed oven-baked 
pizza in town at the Dolce Vita after dark. 

Zipolite and Mazunte 12-13-2014 

The next morning we attempted to bird the nearby Ventanilla road at first light. We quickly 

heard Ferruginous Owl.  But we reconsidered our choice of site because the road looked like 

it would get too much traffic, since it was paved; also there were houses on all sides. So we 

returned to Zipolite to an area we had scouted the day before. I think this location actually 

is Howell’s track, but it didn’t seem to be on the west side of Zipolite. The best landmark is 

that it is the main wash or arroyo (streambed) in Zipolite; it has a small cement bridge. 

There is indeed a sign for a preschool “The Children’s School” (sign in English) just a few 

meters east of the bridge. There is a rough road that more or less follows the wash 

upstream until a point where it ends as a walking path through settlers’ shacks. The reason 

we were confused the day before about this site is that we were looking for a natural area of 

forest, but only found an area with houses and small agricultural plots. Because this 

particular valley has a large catchment, it has large trees and is relatively green due to 

water below ground, making it a particularly rich birding habitat in spite of all the people 
living there.  

Because of the potential for flooding the streambed, few people have houses directly along 

the road, so you won’t have to bird on people’s doorsteps. We encountered a couple of 

barking dogs, and people were coming and going on the track by foot, bike, and motorcycle, 

but overall it is quiet and excellent for birding, with a mixture of big and small trees, brushy 

areas, and small fields with open views. We parked along the main road in Zipolite near the 

bridge. An enterprising worker on a construction job indicated he would keep an eye on the 

car for us; he was alert to our return and was not shy about asking for a tip. I think it is 

pretty safe to leave a car there, but I didn’t have a problem with giving him a few pesos. 

We birded the track for most of the morning. Highlights here were Gray Hawk, Ferruginous 

Pygmy-owl,  Orange-fronted Parakeet, Squirrel Cuckoo, Doubleday’s and Cinnamon 

Hummingbirds, Citreoline Trogon, Russet-crowned Motmot, Golden-cheeked Woodpecker, 



Sclater’s Wren, Happy Wren, Banded Wren, Rufous-backed Robin, Orange-breasted 
Bunting, Orchard Oriole, Streak-backed Oriole, Yellow-winged Cacique. 

At left about 11:30, heading over to Playa Zipolite to attempt to get a scope view of the 

Roca Blanca (White Rock), but it was out of sight around a headland. Just a word of 

warning: you may be a source of mirth heading to the well-known nudist beach with high 

powered optics in hand! We next tried a dirt track (identified by cement pillars at its 

entrance) which led in the direction of the ocean on the top of the hill between Zipolite and 

San Augustinillo.  This track was not bad for a few flocks of bird activity in the heat of the 

day, but we turned back after 1 km of hot, steep, walking without a view of the ocean.  

Some birds found here: Colima Pygmy-owl (heard), Mexican Hermit, Doubleday’s 

Hummingbird, Flammulated Flycatcher, Banded Wren, Blue-gray and White-lored 

Gnatcatcher, Blue Bunting, and Orange-breasted Bunting. 

By now it was afternoon and pretty hot, so we headed back to Mazunte and ate lunch at the 

Bugambilla, an inexpensive family-run place on the main street where we enjoyed a late 
omelet and big bowl of freshly cut fruit. 

We relaxed at the room for a while in the heat of the day, heading out for more birding 

around 4pm. At our host Barbara’s suggestions, we walked up the road to the cemetery 

(panteón), turned left (uphill) a hundred meters, and took the second left to access the 

ridge opposite the OceanoMar, about 10 minutes walking total from the hotel. Here there 

were some open fields with a lot of flowering plants and small trees.  A little further the 

track passes through a deeply wooded ravine where we enjoyed a great view of Colima 

Pygmy-owl. The track runs out to a limited view of the ocean (Russet-crowned Motmot 

here) and can be followed all the way to Ventanilla, according to Barbara. Just before dark 

we walked back down to Playa Mermejita for the sunset. The surf literally thunders here. We 

observed large fish swimming inside the vertical waves, backlit by the sun, just prior to the 

waves crashing down. Further offshore, hundreds of stingrays leapt from the ocean while 

feeding, creating a distant slapping sound that sounded like gunshots or popcorn. We still 

could hear this sound late into the night from our deck at OceanoMar. Magical! After the 

beach, we again walked back to the Bugambilla for dinner. 

Mazunte and departure: 12-14-2014 

On our last morning, we decided to revisit the ridge above OceanoMar, since we needed to 

depart for the airport by 9am. It was very pleasant and birdy in the morning, with a great 

view of the ocean in the distance. Notable species seen this morning were West Mexican 

Chachalaca (heard), Magnificent Frigatebird, White-winged Dove, Ruby-throated 

Hummingbird, Willow Flycatcher, Ash-throated Flycatcher, White-throated Magpie-Jay, 

Sclater’s Wren, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, White-lored Gnatcatcher, Yellow-breasted Chat, 

Northern Cardinal, Blue Bunting, Orange-breasted Bunting, Painted Bunting, Blue-black 

Grassquit, Altamira Oriole, plus other flycatchers and warblers.  

We returned to the room, completed packing, said goodbye to Barbara and the staff, and 

headed out to the airport. It turned out that with a stop for gasoline that it took over an 

hour to drive to Huatulco airport. For some reason I thought it was only 40 minutes drive. 

Fortunately we enough extra time that we still made it with 50 minutes until our flight. On 

arrival, we were a little concerned to find all the rental car kiosks were still closed, but 
before long the Europcar agent showed up, and we turned in the car and settled the bill. 



Overall it was a great trip and a lot of fun to be on our own schedule. I truly enjoyed 

traveling and visiting in Mexico, in spite of a little angst on the first day as I adjusted to the 

driving. We employed sensible traveler precautions whenever possible, but we felt 

welcomed and safe as visitors in all the localities we visited. We saw or heard nearly 200 

species, with many specialties and endemics included. A couple of key misses were 

disappointing, but it’s that way it is every birding trip. One thing is for certain: the weather 

in Oaxaca sure beats Philadelphia in December!   

Site List 

H  Tehuantepec 

V  Teotitlan del Valle 

M  Monte Alban 

L  Tlalixtac and El Tule 

E  Etla-Guacamaya Road 

C  La Cumbre 

J  San Jose del Pacifico 

S  Rt 175 Porvenir-La Soledad 

Z  Zipolite-Mazunte 

(lower case – heard only) 

 

.V.......  Least Grebe 

........Z  Brown Booby 

........Z  Brown Pelican 

.V.......  Neotropic Cormorant 

........Z  Magnificent frigatebird 

.V.......  Great Blue Heron 

.V.......  Great Egret 

HV.L....Z  Black Vulture 

.V.LE...Z  Turkey Vulture 

........Z  Osprey 

...L.....  White-tailed Kite 

...L....Z  Cooper's Hawk 

........Z  Gray Hawk 

.V.......  Red-tailed Hawk 

HV.L....Z  Northern Crested Caracara 

.V.......  American Kestrel 

........Z  Peregrine Falcon 

....e...z  West Mexican Chachalaca 

....e.j..  Long-tailed Wood-Partridge 

.V.......  Killdeer 

.V.......  Spotted Sandpiper 

.V.......  Least Sandpiper 

.....C...  Band-tailed Pigeon 

.V......Z  White-winged Dove 

H........  Mourning Dove 

HV......Z  Inca Dove 

H........  Common Ground-Dove 

H.......Z  Ruddy Ground-Dove 

........Z  White-tipped Dove 

........Z  Orange-fronted Parakeet 

........Z  Squirrel Cuckoo 

H........  Lesser Ground Cuckoo 



........Z  Groove-billed Ani 

........Z  Colima Pygmy-Owl 

........Z  Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl 

......j..  Mountain Pygmy-Owl 

...L.....  Lesser Nighthawk 

........Z  Mexican Hermit (Long-tailed) 

.V..ECJ..  Green Violet-ear 

.......S.  Bumblebee Hummingbird 

.VM......  Dusky Hummingbird 

........Z  Doubleday's Hummingbird 

....EC..Z  Magnificent Hummingbird 

.V..ECJ..  White-eared Hummingbird 

.VM....S.  Berylline Hummingbird 

........Z  Cinnamon Hummingbird 

H........  Broad-tailed Hummingbird 

.V...C...  Blue-throated Hummingbird 

....E....  Amethyst-throated Hummingbird 

.V....J.Z  Ruby-throated Hummingbird 

........Z  Citreoline Trogon 

......J..  Mountain Trogon 

........Z  Russet-crowned Motmot 

.V.......  Green Kingfisher 

........Z  Golden-cheeked Woodpecker 

.V.L.....  Gray-breasted Woodpecker 

.V.......  Ladder-backed Woodpecker 

.V..E....  Red-shafted Flicker 

.......S.  Olivaceous Woodcreeper 

.....c...  Strong-billed Woodcreeper 

....E....  White-striped Woodcreeper 

........Z  Northern Beardless-tyrannulet 

.......S.  Greenish Elaenia 

.......S.  Eye-ringed Flatbill 

.V.....S.  Tufted Flycatcher 

.........  Greater Pewee 

.V.......  Cordilleran Flycatcher 

........Z  Willow Flycatcher 

.V..E....  Gray Flycatcher 

.V.......  Black Phoebe 

.VM......  Vermilion Flycatcher 

.V..E..SZ  Dusky-capped Flycatcher 

........Z  Flammulated Flycatcher 

H.......Z  Ash-throated Flycatcher 

........Z  Brown-crested Flycatcher 

HV......Z  Great Kiskadee 

.V.......  Social Flycatcher 

HV......Z  Tropical Kingbird 

.VM......  Cassin's Kingbird 

HV......Z  Thick-billed Kingbird 

..M......  Western Kingbird 

.V.......  Rose-throated Becard 

.V..E...Z  Violet-green Swallow 

.V..E....  Northern Rough-winged Swallow 



.V.......  Barn Swallow 

........Z  White-throated Magpie-Jay 

.V..E....  Western Scrub-jay 

.....C...  Dwarf Jay 

.V..E.J..  Northern Raven 

.V.......  Mexican Chickadee 

....E....  Bushtit 

.V..EC...  Gray-barred Wren 

H.......Z  Rufous-naped Wren (Sclater's) 

.V..E....  Boucard's Wren 

.VM......  Rock Wren 

.VM......  Bewick's Wren 

.......SZ  Happy Wren 

H.......Z  Banded Wren 

.....C...  Gray-breasted Wood-wren 

.......S.  Brown Creeper 

.V..EC.S.  Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

.V......Z  Blue-gray Gnatcatcher 

.V......Z  White-lored Gnatcatcher 

.V..ECJS.  Brown-backed Solitaire 

.....C...  Russet Nightingale-Thrush 

.V...C.S.  Ruddy-capped Nightingale-Thrush 

....E....  Hermit Thrush 

.....C...  Swainson's Thrush 

.....C...  Black Robin 

....EC...  White-throated Robin 

.V......Z  Rufous-backed Robin 

.V..E....  American Robin 

......JS.  Blue Mockingbird 

.V.......  Curve-billed Thrasher 

.V.......  American Pipit 

.V..EC...  Gray Silky 

.V.......  Loggerhead Shrike 

....E....  Slaty Vireo 

.V.......  Cassin's Vireo 

..M.E.J..  Blue-headed Vireo 

.V...C...  Hutton's Vireo 

....E....  Golden Vireo 

.V.....SZ  Warbling Vireo 

......J..  Chestnut-sided Shrike-Vireo 

.......S.  Tennessee Warbler 

.VM.EC...  Orange-crowned Warbler 

HV.LE...Z  Nashville Warbler 

....ECJ..  Crescent-chested Warbler 

H......SZ  Yellow Warbler 

.V.LECJS.  Yellow-rumped Warbler 

....E....  Black-throated Gray Warbler 

.V..ECJS.  Townsend's Warbler 

.V..ECJ..  Hermit Warbler 

.......S.  Black-throated Green Warbler 

.......S.  Grace's Warbler 

....E..SZ  Black-and-White Warbler 



.V..E..S.  MacGillivray's Warbler 

HV.......  Common Yellowthroat 

.V.LECJS.  Wilson's Warbler 

.V.......  Red-faced Warbler 

....ECJ..  Red Warbler 

.V..E....  Painted Redstart 

.V...CJS.  Slate-throated Redstart 

.......S.  Golden-crowned Warbler 

.VM.ECJ..  Rufous-capped Warbler 

.....C...  Golden-browed Warbler 

........Z  Yellow-breasted Chat 

....E....  Elegant Euphonia 

......J..  Red-headed Tanager 

.V..E....  Hepatic Tanager 

.V.......  Summer Tanager 

HVMLE.J..  Western Tanager 

......JS.  Common Chlorospingus (Bush-Tanager) 

.......S.  Black-headed Grosbeak 

....E....  Rose-breasted Grosbeak 

........Z  Northern Cardinal 

........Z  Blue Bunting 

H.......Z  Orange-breasted Bunting 

.V......Z  Painted Bunting 

.V..EC...  Rufous-capped Brushfinch 

....EC...  Chestnut-capped Brushfinch 

.V.......  White-throated Towhee 

.V...C...  Collared Towhee 

....EC...  Spotted Towhee 

........Z  Blue-black Grassquit 

.V.......  White-collared Seedeater 

.V....J..  Cinnamon-bellied Flowerpiercer 

.V.......  Bridled Sparrow 

H........  Cinnamon-tailed Sparrow 

....E....  Oaxaca Sparrow 

.......S.  Rusty Sparrow 

.....C...  Chipping Sparrow 

.V.......  Clay-colored Sparrow 

.V.......  Lark Sparrow 

.V..E.J..  Lincoln's Sparrow 

.V..ECJ..  Yellow-eyed Junco 

.V.......  Eastern Meadowlark 

.V.L....Z  Great-tailed Grackle 

........Z  Orchard Oriole 

.V....J..  Black-vented Oriole 

....E....  Audubon's Oriole 

H.......Z  Streak-backed Oriole 

....E....  Scott's Oriole 

H.......Z  Altamira Oriole 

.........  Bullock's Oriole 

.V.......  Baltimore Oriole 

H.......Z  Yellow-winged Cacique 

.VMLE....  House Finch 



.......S.  Black-headed Siskin 

.V..E....  Lesser Goldfinch 

 


