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Introduction 
Having spent our last two main birding trips in India we decided to turn our attention 
to the Philippines, a country closer to home with a very high degree of endemism. At 
the last count there were 172 endemics and I’m sure this will increase significantly 
once the splitters take an interest in the many different island forms.  Both Chris and 
Mike had birded various parts of the Philippines before but they were keen to re-
acquaint themselves with the birds.  For myself it was the first time birding in the 
country. 
To cover the Philippines properly you need at least 3-4 weeks, which we didn’t have.  
So we decided to restrict our birding during this trip to the island of Mindanao where 
the two main sites can be covered in seven full days. 
From reading the many trip reports, we were warned that birding in the Philippines 
was not easy and you could often spend a couple of hours in the forests and not 
hear let alone see a bird.  We also found this to the case however we had a couple 
of days at PICOP when it was very birdy all day, why we don’t know.  When we did 
eventually connect with any birds they were invariably difficult to see and when they 
did show, views were often brief and photography near on impossible.  We 
encountered very few bird waves and those we did were usually quite small and 
passed through very quickly.  We did however see some great birds and are looking 
forward to the next leg of our Philippine Odyssey. 
 
Logistics 
Due to its large size and with numerous islands to cover, to stand any chance of 
seeing a good proportion of the Philippine endemics, a minimum of three weeks is 
required, time we didn’t have so we decided to split our Odyssey into three - possibly 
four - separate trips. 
We started with the island of Mindanao where we had the best chance of seeing 
Philippine Eagle and Celestial Monarch and with the majority of the island’s 
endemics occurring at two sites, this maximised our birding and limited travelling 
time.  
We, like many other birding groups, used the services of Tim Fisher to organise all 
the logistics.  He came highly recommended and we were not disappointed as the 
trip went smoothly with no real hassles, no mean feat for the Philippines.  The only 
real problem we encountered was the weather at Kitanglad, he will have to work on 
that.  At Kitanglad Carleto guided us, he knew his birds and calls as one would 
expect for someone who’s lived in the mountains for many years.  At PICOP we 
used Zardo, again a very competent guide and highly recommended. 
 
Accommodation and Food 
At Kitanglad we stayed at the Del Monte Lodge set up by the Del Monte Company in 
compensation for logging the lower slopes.  It’s just over an hour’s uphill walk to the 
lodge from the nearest road and the trek involves fording one stream.  Bags and 
food are conveyed on pack pony. 
Accommodation is in large tents adjacent to the lodge, which was used for dinning 
and doing our notes.  Although there is no electricity, there are flushing toilets and 
running (cold) water. Carleto’s wife cooked breakfast each morning at 5am and 
dinner in the evenings. There was always a flask of hot water ready for tea and 
coffee. The lodge was well run, clean and best of all you can walk out and 
immediately start birding.  It was very relaxing and we all enjoyed our stay despite 
the wet weather. 
At PICOP we stayed at the Country Paper Mill Inn, Bislig’s only hotel, which had 
seen better days but was still comfortable and had running hot water, which was 
welcome after three days at Kitanglad.  The staff were helpful and made sure packed 
breakfasts and lunches were available before we set off each morning.  The down 
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side was that it took around and hour to an hour and a half in the back of a Jeepney 
to get to decent forest each day, so a 4am start was required to allow time for owling. 
We found the food at the hotel to be rather expensive by Philippine standards.   
 
Weather 
From reading other reports we knew that the weather could be a problem.  One 
report referred to their trip as the “trench foot tour” and after four days on the trails at 
Kitanglad you understood why.  Although we did encounter a lot of rain at Kitanglad, 
we were lucky enough to have bright sunshine every morning for the first six hours 
with the rain and low cloud being restricted to late afternoon and overnight.  Although 
we birded throughout the day, the afternoons were usually a write off.  At PICOP we 
were lucky and apart from the odd shower the only rain encountered was on the last 
day.  Luckily it started after we’d finished birding and were on our way to the airport, 
when a torrential downpour set in which would have made birding impossible.   
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Trip Reports 
Numerous trip reports were used to plan the trip  
 
Sites 
Kitanglad 
This area, situated two hours south of Cagayan de Oro, is currently the easiest 
accessible place to see Great Philippine Eagle.  The lower slopes of the mountain 
have been planted with crops, predominately pineapples.  The upper slopes and 
peaks are a reserve and we saw no evidence of logging or clearing of the forest for 
agriculture but for how much longer who knows. 
 

The accommodation is the 
Del Monte Lodge, which 
was constructed by the Del 
Monte Corporation in 
compensation for logging 
the lower slopes and 
converting them to 
pineapple fields. The lodge 
is run by Carleto and his 
wife Amelia who are helped 
by various other members 
of their family. We stayed in 
tents adjacent to the lodge 
and used the lodge for 
dinning. There’s no 

electricity but there are flushing toilets.  Amelia cooked a hot breakfast every 
morning before we set off and a meal in the evening.  During the day a packed lunch 
was sent up to the mountain and somehow found us every time.  
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Access to the lodge is via a track leading from the nearest village, which takes about 
an hour to walk, but Carleto provides a pony to transport the bags, beer and ice.  
 
PICOP 
The area is named after the logging concession company - Paper Industrial 
Corporation of the Philippines - who were granted logging rights for the area in the 
early nineties. The concession covered over 2,000,000 sq kms, a vast area and was 
the main employer, funding the hospital, hotel and airport.  A core area of over 100 
sq kms was set aside as a preserve and this is where the birding has been 
concentrated in the past.  In 2007 PICOP lost their concession as the Philippine 
government imposed a “logging ban”.  As soon as the company moved out, the 
settlers moved in and illegal logging in the core area became rampant and is still 
going on. 
The core area has now been reduced to a few stands of trees and even then most of 

the very large ones have 
been removed and the 
remaining ones are 
under imminent threat. 
Birding was carried out 
with the continuous 
sound of chainsaws in 
the background and 
everyday lorry loads of 
logs were seen leaving 
the area.  
Despite this the birds are 
still there though in small 
numbers.  We found the 
area to be very birdy on 
our first two days, in 
sharp contrast to the last 
three when birds were 

hard to hear let alone see. 
 
We birded the following areas: 
Quarry Road – The road was flooded when we were there and had been so for a few 
months.  We birded up to the flooded area on a couple of days and on one day we 
hacked through the forest skirting the flooded area, rejoining the road on the other 
side.  
Road 4 – This used to be the prime birding area but now consists of less than a 
couple of kms of good forest and even then most of the big trees have been logged. 
The area still held a number of birds including Hornbills but for how much longer is 
anyone’s guess as our birding was accompanied by the constant scream of 
chainsaws in the background. 
Road 42 – This road contours along a ridge and because of the mountainous terrain 
still contained some good patches of forest but again chainsaws could be heard 
throughout the day.  On our first visit we found the road to be very birdy but on our 
subsequent visit birding was very hard going. 
Owl Site – This degraded area contain a few stands of relatively big trees but we did 
hear three species of Owl. 
At the current rate of logging and settlement the area can only have a year or two at 
most left and even during this period the birds will become increasingly harder to 
find. 
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Bislig Airfield 
Situated on the outskirts of Bislig town is an area of marshland, which is slowly being 
converted to paddy fields. Access is via the runway and although we did find a 
couple of tracks into the surrounding marsh/paddies towards the landward end of the 
runway the best viewing was from the top of the Jeepney.  We only spent a few 
hours here one evening.  I’m sure with more time the area could have provided many 
more trip ticks. 

 
 
Itinerary 
 
Friday 23rd January 
Met up at the airport and caught the 6.40pm Philippine Air flight to Manila arriving at 
8pm where we were met by a representative of the Airport hotel.  After a short van 
ride we arrived at the hotel checked in and found our air tickets and some recordings 
waiting for us.  Tim called to ensure we had arrived and had been given the tickets. 
With a very early start the next morning there was no big night out for us, in fact not 
even a beer. 
 
Saturday 24th January 
We were woken at 3am and made our way to terminal two in the pre-arranged van, 
which took less than five minutes, not the thirty the hotel had suggested.  We 
indulged in coffee and croissants and then caught the 4.40am fight to Cagayan de 
Oro, which took off on time. Two hours later we arrived and were quickly through 
baggage reclaim and after a short wait our van arrived and we headed off towards 
Kitanglad picking up some ice en route to keep the beers cool. 
After two hours we turned off the main road and made our way along a drivable track 
through the pineapple plantations for a number of kms eventually stopping at a small 
village where we found Danny, Carleto’s son in law, his son and two ponies. Our 
bags were transferred to one pony and the ice to the other and we headed along a 
wide track, however it was not long before we came across a large stream so it was 
off with the shoes and socks and we forded across it.  
The track soon changed into a muddy trail and after over an hour of gentle climbing 
we eventually reached the lodge.  We quickly settled in as we were eager to start 
birding.  Carleto advised us that it would not be possible to make it to the Eagle site 
that day as the weather would close in, so we concentrated our birding in the open 
fields and remnant forest patches above the lodge.  As the afternoon progressed the 



 6 

weather did indeed close in as and it became overcast and dull with rain threatening. 
The dull conditions made birding hard going though we did manage to see a number 
of the commoner endemics. We arrived back at the lodge as dusk was approaching 
and waited for the Bukidnon Woodcock to appear. Just before it got too dark to see 
anything Carleto yelled “Woodcock!” and we could hear a bird calling as it flew very 
low over the surrounding trees giving a few tantalising glimpses. 
Due to our very early start we were all tired and so after a great evening meal we 
quickly completed the log and retired to our tents in anticipation of the following day’s 
birding.  During the night we were woken a number of times due to heavy rain and 
thunder but this soon passed and by 4.30am when we got up the sky was full of 
stars. 
 
Sunday 25th January 
Up at 4.30am and sat down to a breakfast of porridge, bacon, eggs and bread - what 
more could we ask for?  At 5.30am just as it was getting light we commenced the 
hike along the muddy trail to the Eagle stakeout.  The first two hours of walking was 
through fields with some small stands of remnant forest and en route we checked out 
any patches of small flowering bushes we could find as these are the favourite food 
plant of Red-faced Parrotfinch, but we were out of luck.  We eventually arrived at 
some good forest and paused briefly at the first Eagle lookout point before carrying 
on further up the trail until we came to a small clearing. From here we could look 
across the valley and in the distance was a big white blob sitting on a nest, an Eagle 
chick.  Carleto scanned the adjacent trees and very soon found an adult Eagle 
perched in a nearby tree and for the next few hours we sat watching and 
photographing this huge and impressive bird. 

Whilst watching the Eagle, 
Carleto located two Apo 
Mynas in some distant trees, 
a bird high on our want list 
and we were not disappointed 
at what must be one of the 
better looking Mynas. We 
spent some time exploring the 
surrounding forest but could 
not locate any bird waves. 
By now it was getting towards 
midday and low cloud had 
started to drift in. Lunch 
arrived on the back of a pony 
and we ate while having our 
last look at the Eagle.  After 
lunch we headed further up 
the trail passing through good 
montane forest but birding 

was hard going and got even harder as the forest was engulfed in low cloud.  
At about 3pm with light drizzle falling we decided to make our way back to the lodge 
along the now slippery, wet and muddy trail. We briefly stopped to lure out a Tawny 
Grassbird, which although very elusive did eventually show, but our attempts to do 
the same with a Long-tailed Warbler failed completely, not even a shadow.  Again 
we checked the flowing bushes for the Parrotfinch but again no luck. We arrived 
back at the lodge just before dusk in time to hear the Woodcock calling as it again 
flew low over the trees, this time giving much better views. 
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Amelia yet again produced a wonderful meal and as we sat eating and doing our 
notes the rain started to pour down again making any attempt at night birding 
impossible.  
 
Monday 26th January 
Woke well before dawn to another starry sky and tried for night birds around the 
lodge but they were not responsive.  After yet another great breakfast we set off at 

dawn along the trail and headed up the 
mountain covering the same ground as the 
previous day. This time our luck was in 
and we found a Parrotfinch feeding on the 
flowers.  It was good to finally get this 
tricky species. 
We made a brief stop at the Eagle nest 
site but all we could see was the chick on 
the nest, there was no sign of an adult. We 
continued further into the forest and spent 
some time birding the area just above the 
Eagle nest site looking for Blue-caped 
Wood Kingfisher but although Carleto 
showed us a recent nest hole we couldn’t 
locate any birds. Whilst birding we came 
across a small bird wave and Mike and 
Carleto managed to get onto a 
Goodfellow’s Jungle Flycatcher but 

unfortunately it moved and despite an extensive search we couldn’t relocate it. By 
now it was getting towards midday and low cloud had again moved in so we decided 
to continue to higher elevations where we hoped to see Apo Sunbird. We were not 
disappointed and as soon as we reached the area two birds were heard calling and 
although at first they proved difficult to see eventually we all got excellent views. With 
birds thin on the ground and low cloud making viewing difficult we decided not to go 
any higher and instead slowly made our way down to the area where the Flycatcher 
had been seen earlier.  After lunch we spent three hours searching in vain for a bird 
wave but all we found were odd groups of the usual suspects, Fantails, White-eye’s 
and the odd Ibon.  By about 3pm low cloud had turned to drizzle and we decided we 
had to head down.  
It was a long slog back made even worse when the heavens opened and the trails 
turned into muddy rivers and at times we found ourselves knee deep in mud.  
Soaked to the skin and covered in mud we eventually arrived back at the camp just 
after dark. The rain continued as we had our final evening meal, completed our notes 
and planned our final morning’s strategy.  
 
Tuesday 27th January 
We were determined to make a final attempt for night birds so we were up at 3.30am 
but the heavy overnight rain had only just stopped and night bird activity was zero 
until just before dawn when a Great Scops Owl called but it was unresponsive.  Yet 
again Amelia provided us with a full breakfast.  Having still not seen the Rhabdornis, 
we decided to spend the morning in the degraded forest around the lodge as 
according to Carleto this was our best chance. Dawn was spent looking in the 
immediate vicinity of the lodge but there was no sign so we slowly headed up along 
the track and searched the remnant patches of forest amongst the fields.  Bird 
activity was low however brief but good views were obtained of a Long-tailed Bush 
Warbler.  Despite an extensive search we failed to even get a sniff of a Rhabdornis 
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and by 10am it was time to return to the lodge only to find that during our absence 
two had been seen in a tree next to the tents. 
After a quick coffee we packed our bags which were loaded onto a pony, said our 
goodbyes and commenced the trek down to the waiting van passing Tim Fisher and 
party on their way up. En route we saw at least ten Purple Needletails zooming over 
the fields. 
The van was waiting in the village and at about midday we started the long journey 
to Bislig stopping en route at the coast for lunch were we had a Frigatebird sp and 20 
Greater-crested Terns.  Our driver drove very cautiously and hence what is usually a 
nine-hour journey took nearly twelve and we didn’t arrive at the hotel in Bislig until 
midnight.  Zardo our guide was there to meet us and we arranged to leave at 5am 
that morning. 
 
Wednesday 28th January 
After only four hours sleep we climbed into the Jeepney and headed towards the last 
remaining patches of forest in the PICOP concession.  It took about an hour and we 
arrived at the Quarry road just after first light. The first bird we heard was a Steere’s 
Pitta calling very close to the road and it wasn’t long before we all got excellent 
views.  We spent the next couple of hours exploring this area hearing a Red-bellied 
Pitta but had no joy in seeing it however we did find a small bird wave which 
contained at least one Short-crested Monarch. As the morning progressed we 
started to hear what was to become a familiar sound, the droning of chainsaws in the 
surrounding forest as the illegal logging continued unabated. One even started up 
where we had earlier seen the Pitta.  
We then drove for about twenty minutes to a patch of forest along Road 4 which in 
the past had been full of birds but is now just a remnant of its former glory, however 

even the small patches of 
forest that remained still 
held Rufous and Writhed 
Hornbill and although Zardo 
heard a Celestial Monarch 
we failed to hear let alone 
see it. 
After the late night and early 
start we were all fairly tied 
and with bird activity low we 
decided an afternoon siesta 
was in order.  
Refreshed we continued 
birding along the road 
before eventually heading to 
the Silvery Kingfisher 
stakeout, a small pool in an 
area of houses and 
agricultural fields. We were 
a bit sceptical but Zardo 

assured us that the Kingfisher would come in at about 4pm. All of a sudden there 
was a flash of white and black and the Kingfisher landed on a branch just in front of 
us. A stunning bird and a good contender for bird of the trip. 
The bird flew and we spent a frustrating ten minutes trying to relocate it but when it 
did reappear it perched on a branch giving great views. 
After we had our fill we headed back to Bislig and the hotel where we had a large 
evening meal, a couple of beers and an early night. 
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Thursday 29th January 
Feeling refreshed after a good night’s sleep we set off at 4am to target some night 
birds.  Again it took about an hour to drive to the site and as soon as we arrived a 
Philippine Frogmouth was heard calling and without much trouble it was lured into a 
nearby branch giving good photo opportunities.  

We also heard 
Chocolate and Mindanao 
Hawk Owl but neither 
was responsive.  As it 
started to get light we 
drove to Road 42 about 
forty minutes away, 
parked had breakfast 
then started walking 
along a wide track 
contouring the valley. 
The area was 
surprisingly birdy and 
very soon we came 
across a small bird wave 
which included two 

Mindanao Broadbills. In the distance we could hear the unmistakable call of a 
Celestial Monarch but it was on the other side of the valley and certainly not 
accessible.  We continued along the trail and came to a fruiting tree, which held a 
good variety of Doves, Sunbirds and Flowerpeckers.  After staking out the tree for a 
while we moved on towards the end of the good forest and a stakeout for Blue-
capped Wood Kingfisher where we got an almost immediate response to playback 
and eventually a pair gave excellent views. 

By now it was early 
afternoon and the forest 
had started to become 
degraded so we decided 
to retrace our steps 
eventually arriving back 
at the Jeepney where we 
had a late lunch and 
afternoon siesta. We 
birded the degraded 
forest around the start of 
the track before heading 
off to Bislig Airfield 
however en route the car 
lost all steering and we 
careered off the road 
and ended up in a ditch. 

Luckily nobody was hurt but by the time a replacement vehicle had arrived it was too 
late to get to Bislig before dark.  
 
Friday 30th January 
Yet again another 4am start and we headed off to the same area looking for Owls, 
this time with a bit more success as we managed to see Mindanao Scops Owl but 
although we heard Chocolate Hawk Owl it never came remotely close. 
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Spent the first hour of light birding the same general area of very degraded forest, 
which was quite birdy with an obliging Rufous-lored Kingfisher calling from the top of 
a tree and a number of feeding Pigeons and our only sighting of Guaiabero. 
As the area on the other side of the flooded Quarry road was reported to be good, 
we decided to try and hack through the forest around the flood.  As we arrived it 
started to rain and as we sheltered in the back of the Jeepney eating our breakfast, 
luckily a Plain Bush Hen ran across the road followed by another a few minutes later.  
When the rain stopped we followed the edge of the flooded area and after about 
twenty minutes we found ourselves on the road the other side of the flooded area.  

During the hack we 
came across a small bird 
wave containing at least 
one Philippine Trogon. 
We walked along the 
road for a while before 
heading left along a 
forest trail. Although not 
incredibly birdy we did 
get stunning views of a 
Steere’s Pitta, which 
proved very photogenic 
and again heard Red-
bellied Pitta but we failed 
to get it to respond. 
 

By lunchtime we decided to head back and try the remnant patches of forest along 
Road 4 again. The area was nowhere near as birdy as it had been the previous day 
though we did manage to see a Writhed Hornbill. 
Following our previous day’s failed attempt to get to the airfield we decided to leave 
early arriving at the airfield about 4pm.  We were allowed to drive in and birded along 
the runway and explored a couple of trails that led into the marsh.  Birding the marsh 
made for a very pleasant change after the previous six days of forest birding.  We 
heard at least five Middendorff’s Warblers calling but they were very elusive and the 
only sighting was one briefly in song flight.  
As dusk approached we climbed on top of the Jeepney, which gave us great views 
of the surrounding area and waited for a Grass Owl to put in an appearance.  We 
were starting to get a bit worried as it was getting dark and no Owl had shown, but 
eventually a bird flew high across the marsh and over the runway where it was lost to 
sight.  Relived we headed back to the hotel where over dinner we decided to spend 
our last full day along Road 42 where we had previously heard Celestial Monarch. 
 
Saturday 31st January 
We were up at 4am again but today our usually reliable Jeepney driver failed to 

show and it was nearly 
5am before we 
managed to find a 
replacement so by the 
time we arrived at the 
Owl site it was almost 
light.  We did hear 
Mindanao Hawk Owl 
but again distantly. 
We headed to the start 
of Road 42 and after a 
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roadside breakfast we walked along the wide trail we’d birded two days before, 
though in stark contrast to our previous visit, very few birds could be heard let alone 
seen. We spent quite some time around the area where we had previously heard 
Celestial Monarch but all was quiet so we moved further along the road. Suddenly 
Zardo heard the distinctive call of a Monarch coming from the valley below and over 
the next twenty minutes we could hear at least two calling from deep in the valley.  

For some unknown 
reason we didn’t 
clamber down the 
valley to where the 
birds were calling and 
although it looked fairly 
steep I’m sure we 
could have found a 
way down. Maybe we 
are just getting old. It 
was a mistake as after 
about 40 minutes the 
birds stopped calling. 
We carried on past the 
fruiting tree, which 
again held a number of 

Doves, Sunbirds and Flowerpeckers, to the end of the road.  
Birding was hard going and even harder on the way back when we hardly saw or 
heard any birds.  We arrived back at the Jeepney a bit disheartened having missed 
one of our key targets.  We made our way back to Bislig for our final evening 
enjoying a beer with Tim Fisher who had arrived from Kitanglad.  
 
Sunday 1st February 
Today was our last day so we decided to leave the hotel at 3.30am to give us more 
time for owling. This time we went to a different area and although we again heard 
Mindanao Hawk Owl it was unresponsive.  As it was getting light a Giant Scops 
called and was probably seen flying in but we couldn’t relocate it.  We did however 
see up to five Philippine Nightjars in the quarry. 
As it got light we walked along the Quarry road to where the flood started and again 
heard Red-bellied Pitta but despite a concerted effort it refused to show.  Knowing 
we had to leave the area by 8am we decided to spend the last hour along Road 4 
but as with the previous day birds were few and far between. 
We headed back to the hotel and arrived just as it started to rain. After a quick 
shower we left for the long drive to Davao in torrential rain.  For once we arrived in 
good time for our flight back to Manila and after a short layover we boarded our flight 
to Hong Kong arriving back late in the evening. 
 
Systematic List 
 
Frigatebird  sp  
One thought to be Greater en route from Kitanglad to PICOP 27th January  
 
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 
Two Bislig airfield 30th January  
 
Great Egret Ardea alba 
Twenty Bislig airfield 30th January 
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Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 
Ten en route to Kitanglad 24th January 
 
Yellow Bittern Ixobrychus sinensis 
Three Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Cinnamon Bittern Ixobrychus cinnamomeus 
Four Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Philippine Duck Anas luzonica 
Up to six Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Steere’s Honey-buzzard Pernis steeri 
Three PICOP 28th January 
 
Oriental Honey-buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus 
One over Kitanglad 24th January 
 
Black-shouldered Kite Elanus caeruleus 
One Kitanglad 24th January 
 
Osprey Pandion haliaetus 
One Bislig airfield 30th January 
  
Philippine Serpent-Eagle Spilornis holospilus 
Kitanglad one 27th January.  PICOP one heard 28th two seen 29th and two heard 30th 
January 
 
Crested Goshawk Accipiter trivirgatus 
One in display flight Kitanglad 26th January 
 
Besra Accipiter virgatus 
One Kitanglad 25th January 
 
Great Philippine Eagle Pithecophaga jeffereyi 
One adult perched in trees close to nest site containing one chick 25th January with 
the chick being seen on the following day 
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Philippine Falconet  Microhierax erythrogenys 
Kitanglad one 26th January.  PICOP up to four seen daily 
 

 
 
Plain Bush-hen Amaurornis olivaceus 
Two seen walking across the road as we sheltered in the Jeepney from the rain 30th 
January.  Heard Bislig airfield  
 
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus 
One PICOP at the Silvery Kingfisher pool 28th January 
 
White-browed Crake Porzana cinerea 
Four Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio 
Two of this potential split seen at Bislig airfield 30th January 
  
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
Four Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius 
Up to two seen in the quarry area PICOP on all three visits 
 
 
Bukidnon Woodcock Scolopax bukidnonensis 
Up to two seen or heard daily around the lodge at Kitanglad in the evening and early 
morning 
  
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola 
Ten Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Greater-Crested Tern Sterna bergii 
Twenty en route from Kitanglad to PICOP 27th January 
 
Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis 
Kitanglad five on 24th and three 25th January.  Bislig airfield seven 30th January 
  
Philippine Cuckoo-Dove  Macropygia tenuirostris 
One PICOP 29th January 
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Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica 
One flushed from road 42 on 31st January 
 
White-eared Brown-dove Phapitreron leucotis 
Kitanglad one in trees around the lodge 24th January.  PICOP Up to fifteen seen 
daily, with the fruiting tree on road 42 being a favourite place 
   
Amethyst Brown-dove Phapitreron amethystine 
PICOP two 29th, two 30th and one seen and four heard 31st January 
 
Pompadour Green-pigeon Treron pompadora 
PICOP six on 29th and five on 30th January 
 
Yellow-breasted Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus occipitalis 
Kitanglad one 25th and three 26th January.  PICOP heard 30th January.  One of the 
better-looking doves 
 
Black-chinned Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus leclancheri 
Two in the fruiting tree on road 42 on 31st January 
 
Green Imperial-Pigeon Ducula aenea 
PICOP seven early morning at the Owl site 30th January 
 
Guaiabero Bolbopsittacus lunulatus 
PICOP two early morning at the Owl site 30th January 
 
Mindanao Racquet-tail Prioniturus waterstradti 
Kitanglad five flew over 24th January with nine over the higher cloud forest on 25th 
January 
 
Philippine Hanging-Parrot  Loriculus philippensis 
Kitanglad up to eight seen daily usually flying over but a number were seen feeding 
on flowering bushes 
 

 
 
Philippine Hawk-cuckoo Cuculus pectoralis 
Kitanglad three heard 26th January 
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Plaintive Cuckoo Cacomantis merulinus 
Kitanglad two heard 24th January.  PICOP two heard on 28th and 29th January 
 
Rudy-breasted Cuckoo Cacomantis sepulcralis 
Kitanglad heard daily but despite a lot of effort none we seen although they came 
very close to playback 
 
Philippine Drongo-Cuckoo Sumiculus velutinus 
PICOP up to seven heard daily with one seen on 29th January 
 
Black-faced Coucal Centropus melanops 
PICOP two 28th one 30th January and two 1st February 
 
Philippine Coucal Centropus viridis 
Kitanglad up to 5 heard 24th and 25th February.  PICOP one seen and eight heard 
28th January and one heard 29th.  Bislig airfield 1 seen 30th January 
  
Australasian Grass-Owl Tyto longimembris 
Bislig airfield one flew high across the marsh at dusk 30th January 
 
Mindanao Scops-Owl Otus mirus 
PICOP one seen at dawn 30th January 
 
Giant Scops-Owl Mimizuku gurneyi 
Kitanglad one heard around lodge 27th January.  PICOP heard 31st January and one 
responded to playback and was probably seen flying in 1st February  
 
Chocolate Hawk-Owl Ninox randi 
PICOP heard 29th and 30th January but did not respond to playback 
 
Mindanao Hawk-Owl Ninox (philippensis) spilocephala   
PICOP heard everyday but did not respond to playback 
 
  
Philippine Frogmouth Batrachostomus septimus 
Kitanglad heard nightly around the lodge but proved very difficult to see. 
PICOP one seen very well 29th January and heard on all subsequent mornings 
  
Great Eared-Nightjar Eurostopodus macrotis 
Heard every night at Kitanglad and PICOP but no effort was made to try and see one 
 
Philippine Nightjar Caprimulgus manillensis 
Kitanglad up to two heard around the lodge 24th and 25th January and one flushed 
from the trail during the day on the 25th.  PICOP heard 27th January with up to five 
seen at the quarry 1st February 
 
Glossy Swiftlet  Aerodramus esculenta 
Up to fifty seen daily at Kitanglad  
 
Pygmy Swiftlet  Aerodramus troglodytes 
PICOP seen daily with a maximum of fifty on 28th January 
 
Philippine Swiftlet Aerodramus mearnsi 
Kitanglad seven over the higher elevation forest 26th January 
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Island Swiftlet Aerodramus vanikorensis 
PICOP two 28th, ten 29th and four 30th January 
 
Philippine Needletail Mearnsia picina 
Twelve over road 42 on 29th January was the only record 
 

 
 
Purple Needletail Hirundapus celebensis 
Kitanglad ten over the grasslands walking back to the village from the lodge 27th 
January 
 
Philippine Trogon Harpactes ardens 
PICOP only seen twice, one road 42 29th January and one Quarry trail 30th January 
 
 
Silvery Kingfisher Alcedo argentata 
PICOP one at a small pool adjacent to the road 28th January.  One of the birds of the 
trip 
 
White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis 
Kitanglad one 26th January.  PICOP two 28th one 29th January and a single bird on 
1st February 
 
Rufous-lored Kingfisher Todirhamphus winchelli 
PICOP one seen and two heard early morning 30th January at Owling site and two 
heard at the same location 1st February 
 
Blue-capped Wood Kingfisher Actenoides hombroni 
PICOP a pair seen very well road 42 on 29th January and one heard road 4 on 1st 
February 
 
Rufous Hornbill  Buceros hydrocorax 
PICOP seen or heard most days with a maximum of nine on 28th January 
 
Mindanao Hornbill Penelopides affinis 
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Kitanglad five heard 25th and one seen 26th January.  PICOP two 28th and one 29th 
January 
 
Writhed Hornbill Aceros leucocephalus 
PICOP road 4 one seen and one heard 28th January and one heard 30th January  
 

 
 
 
Coppersmith Barbet Megalaima haemacephala 
Kitanglad two near the lodge 27th January.  PICOP heard daily 
 
Philippine Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopos maculates 
Kitanglad one seen and one heard 25th and two seen 26th January  
 
White-bellied Woodpecker Dryocopus javensis 
PICOP one seen 30th and one heard 31st January 
 
Greater Flameback Chrysocolaptes lucidus 
Only records were one 28th January and one 1st February both at PICOP 
 
Mindanao Broadbill Eurylaimus steerii 
Two seen briefly but well road 42 PICOP 29th January 
 
Steere's Pitta Pitta steerii 
PICOP one heard and one seen near the quarry 28th January and heard again at 
same location 1st February.  One seen and photographed and two heard quarry trail 
30thJanuary   
 
Red-bellied Pitta Pitta erythrogaster 
PICOP heard at two different locations at the quarry trail on the 28th and 30th January 
and 1st February but despite our best efforts no birds were seen 
 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  
Twenty seen en route to Kitanglad 24th January and ten en route to PICOP 27th 
January.  Up to twenty almost daily at PICOP 
 
Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava 
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Twenty Kitanglad 27th January.  One Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea 
One Kitanglad lodge area 24 and 25th January 
 
Oriental Pipit Anthus rufulus 
Kitanglad up to five seen in the cultivated fields between the lodge and forest 25 -
27th January 
 
McGregor's Cuckoo-shrike Coracina mcgregori 
Kitanglad in the forest on 26th and one 27th January 
 
Black-and-white Triller Lalage melanoleuca 
PICOP one road 4 1st February was the only record 
 
Pied Triller Lalage nigra 
Kitanglad singles on 25th and 26th January 
 
Scarlet Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus 
PICOP up to twelve of this very distinctive sub species seen most days 
 
Yellow-wattled Bulbul Pycnonotus urostictus 
PICO ten road 42 around the fruiting tree 29th January and one at the same location 
31st January 
 
Yellow-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus goiavier 
The commonest Bulbul seen in at all locations but commoner in the higher altitudes 
of Kitanglad 
 
Philippine Bulbul Ixos philippinus 
Small numbers seen at all locations and in all habitats 
 
Yellowish Bulbul Ixos everetti 
PICOP up to fifteen seen daily 
Philippine Leafbird Chloropsis flavipennis 
PICOP only seen once on 30th January and one heard 1st February 
  
Eyebrowed Thrush Turdus obscurus 
Kitanglad large flocks of up to sixty birds seen flying over daily  
 
White-browed Shortwing Brachypteryx Montana 
Kitanglad heard daily 
 
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis 
Five Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis 
One Bislig airfield 30th January 
 
Long-tailed Bush Warbler  Bradypterus caudatus 
Kitanglad heard daily but very unresponsive. Two seen briefly but well 27th January 
 
Middendorff's Warbler Locustella ochotensis 
Bislig airfield four heard calling and two seen briefly 30th January 
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Clamorous Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus stentoreus 
Bislig airfield at least five seen and more heard 30th January 
 
Rufous-headed Tailorbird Orthotomus heterolaemus 
Kitanglad singles seen 24th and 25th January and five heard 26th January 
 
Rufous-fronted Tailorbird Orthotomus frontalis 
PICOP heard 29th and heard and seen 30th January  
 
Black-headed Tailorbird Orthotomus nigriceps 
PICOP heard daily but very elusive and only seen on 28th January and 1st February 
 
Mountain Leaf-Warbler Phylloscopus trivirgatus 
Kitanglad up to fifteen seen most days 
 
Tawny Grassbird Megalurus timoriensis 
Kitanglad heard daily but very elusive though brief views were usually obtained 
 
Striated Grassbird Megalurus palustris 
Kitanglad seen daily especially common on walk to the lodge from village.  Bislig 
airfield five on 30th January 
 
Goodfellow's Jungle-flycatcher Rhinomyias goodfellowi 
Kitanglad good but brief views of a single bird in the upper forest by Mike on 26th 
January.  Despite a lot of subsequent effort no further sightings  
 
Grey-streaked flycatcher Muscicapa griseisticta 
Kitanglad singles seen on 24th and 27th January 
 
Little Pied Flycatcher Ficedula westermanni 
Kitanglad seen almost daily with a maximum of six on 26th January 
 
 
Mountain Verditer-flycatcher Eumyias panayensis 
Kitanglad seen daily in all habitats 
 
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis 
Three seen en route to PICOP 28th January 
 
Pied Bushchat Saxicola caprata 
One whilst walking back to the village from the lodge at Kitanglad 27th January 
 
Blue Fantail Rhipidura superciliaris 
PICOP commonly heard daily but elusive and only seen three times 
  
Black-and-cinnamon Fantail Rhipidura nigrocinnamomea 
Kitanglad the commonest forest bird with up to twenty seen daily 
 
Short-crested Monarch Hypothymis helenae 
PICOP two quarry trail 28th and one road 42 on 29th January.  One heard 30th 
January 
 
Black-naped Monarch Hypothymis azurea 
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PICOP singles on 28th and 30th January 
 
Celestial Monarch Hypothymis coelestis 
PICOP at least two heard road 42 on 29th and 31st January  
 
Rufous Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone cinnamomea 
PICOP two 20th one 29th and two 30th January 
 
Yellow-bellied Whistler Pachycephala philippinensis 
Kitanglad up to ten seen daily in all habitats.  PICOP singles seen 29th, 30th and 31st 
January 
 
Streaked Ground Babbler Ptilcochla  mindanensis 
PICOP one seen and one heard road 42 on 29th January.  One heard quarry road 1st 
February 
 
Pygmy Babbler Stachyris plateni 
Only seen at PICOP with up to a maximum of twenty on 29th January 
 
Rusty-crowned Babbler Stachyris capitalis 
PICOP single birds on 28th and 29th January were the only records 
 
Brown Tit-Babbler Macronous striaticeps 
Kitanglad one 24th January.  PICOP road 42 thirty 29th and ten 31stJanuary 
 
Elegant Tit Pardaliparus elegans 
Only at Kitanglad where up to fifteen seen daily 
 
Sulphur-billed Nuthatch Sitta oenaochlamys 
Only at Kitanglad where up to fifteen seen daily 
 
Stripe-headed Rhabdornis Rhabdornis mysticalis 
PICOP six road 4 28th January 
 
Olive-backed Sunbird Cinnyris jugularis 
Five en route to the lodge 24th January and four en route from lodge 27th January 
 
Grey-hooded Sunbird Aethopyga primigenius 
Kitanglad six 24th and singles 25th and 26th January 
 
Apo Sunbird   Aethopyga boltoni 
Kitanglad two seen and three heard in high montane forest 26th January 
 
Metallic-winged Sunbird Aethopyga pulcherrima 
PICOP two 28th and four 31st January 
 
Lovely Sunbird Aethopyga shelleyi 
PICOP five 28th, two 30th and one 31st January 
 
Little Spiderhunter  Arachnothera longirostra 
PICOP one 30th January 
 
Naked-faced Spiderhunter Arachnothera clarae 
PICOP one 28th January 
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Olive-backed Flowerpecker Prionochilus olivaceus 
PICOP single birds on 28th and 29th January 
 
Olive-capped Flowerpecker Dicaeum nigrilore 
Kitanglad the commonest Flowerpecker with up to twenty recorded daily 
 
Flame-crowned Flowerpecker Dicaeum anthonyi 
Kitanglad one 25th January  
 
Bicolored Flowerpecker Dicaeum bicolour 
One Kitanglad near lodge 24th January 
 
Red-keeled Flowerpecker Dicaeum australe 
PICOP up to five recorded on most days 
 
Orange-bellied Flowerpecker Dicaeum trigonostigma 
PICOP up to ten recorded daily 
 
Buzzing Flowerpecker Dicaeum hypoleucum 
A single seen at Kitanglad on 24th January.  Singles seen at PICOP on 28th, 29th and 
30th January 
 
Pygmy Flowerpecker Dicaeum pygmageum 
PICOP one road 42 29th January 
 
Fire-breasted Flowerpecker Dicaeum ignipectus 
Kitanglad three 24th and one 26th January 
 
Everett's White-eye Zosterops everetti 
Only recorded at PICOP with eight on 29th six on 31st January and two on 1st 
February 
 
 
Mountain White-eye Zosterops Montana 
Kitanglad common 
 
Black-Masked-White-eye Lophozosterops goodfellowi 
Kitanglad up to ten daily mainly in the higher altitude forest 
 
Cinnamon Ibon Hypocryptadius cinnamomeus 
Kitanglad up to ten recorded daily 
 
Philippine Oriole Oriolus steerii 
PICOP two 28th January one 29th and one 1st February 
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Black-naped Oriole Oriolus chinensis 
One PICOP 28th January 
 
Philippine Fairy-bluebird Irena cyanogaster 
One PICOP road 4 28th January 
 

 
 
Brown Shrike Lanius cristatus 
Kitanglad up to five seen daily.  Bislig airfield one 30th January. One en route to 
Davao 1st February 
 
Long-tailed Shrike Lanius schach 
Ten en route to Kitanglad 24th January.  Up two recorded daily Kitanglad area  
 
Spangled  Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus 
PICOP up to four seen daily 
 
White-breasted  Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus 
A total of ten en route to Kitanglad 24th January.  Three between Kitanglad lodge and 
village 27th January 
 
Large-billed Crow Corvus macrorhynchos 
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PICOP twenty on 8th and 29th, four 30th January and two 1st February 
 
Short-tailed Glossy Starling Aplonis minor 
Kitanglad up to 25 seen daily.  PICOP seen almost daily with a maximum of 20 on 
28th January 
 
Apo Myna Basilornis Miranda 
Kitanglad only seen in the forest area with twelve on 25th and six on 26th January 
 
Coleto Sarcops calvus 
PICOP seen on three days with a maximum of twelve on 29th January 
 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montonus 
Four at Cagayan de Oro 24th January 
 
Red-eared Parrotfinch Erythrura coloria 
Kitanglad a single bird seen feeding on flowers 26th January  
 
White-bellied Munia Lonchura leucogastra 
Kitanglad five 25th and one on 27th January 
 
Chestnut Munia Lonchura atricapilla 
Kitanglad ten on 24th and two on 26th January.  Bislig airfield a total of fifty 30th 
January 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 



 


