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Overview

Since the 2008 spring we prepared ourselves for the birding trip in North East 
Poland which was planned for July 2008. Initially we knew that several species 
would be hard to find in summer especially the owls and some passerines. However 
the summer holidays were our only option left to spend more than a week in 
Poland. With a decent preparation by searching for detailed location descriptions 
for various species, we tried to make the best of it. Afterwards this preparation 
turned out to be the key factor to most of the successes we booked. 

The main areas which would be die-hard birded are the Biebzra Marshes and the 
Bialowieza National Park. The Biebzra National park is with nearly 60.000 ha 
Polands largest National Park and holds about 75% of the world population of 
Aquatic Warblers, one of the target species for our trip. The Bialowieza National 
Park is the last primeval forest of the European lowlands and is the best place in 
North East Poland for European Three-toed Woodpecker and White-backed 
Woodpecker. In the Biebzra Marshes we stayed in tents at a campsite in Brzotowo. 
We highly recommend this site, not because of the facilities (it’s a rather primitive 
campsite), but the location is extraordinary! In Bialowieza we stayed at a campsite 
(‘U Michala’) just west of the Bialowieza village. This was a very good campsite 
with very nice facilities. Ask here the owner for the (birding-) map of Bialowieza, 
which costs about 11 zloty. (More information and addresses of the campsites see 
Attachment I)  

Birding Crew…
Our birding crew changed from time to time, however that might be the secret to 
our luck. The crew consisted of Ruben Vlot, Jorrit Vlot, Albert de Jong and Pieter 
van Veelen when we departed from the Netherlands and when arrived back home 
the composition was changed, because Arie Kolders was with us instead of Albert. 
In the meantime we spent several days birding with five of us. Arie was picked up 
halfway the trip from his internship and Albert left us, two days before we went 
home.

Don’t forgets…
Preparing for the trip we read some recent trip reports from the areas we had 
planned to visit. Some of those were from summer trips and several from the 
spring. Particularly the spring reports noticed the large numbers of mosquitoes in 
the Biebzra Marshes. Consequently, to be sure we took lots of insect repellent 
containing DEET with us during the trip. Fortunately on average the amount of 
insects were less worse than we thought, however at some places we recommend 
wearing long clothes to protect yourself; particularly in the Northern part of 
Biebzra (Czerwone Bagno) and in the forests South of Bialowieza and Hajnowka.

Travelling through Poland we encountered various notable points: according to the 
reports we read the roads in Poland were such bad that the maximum speed would 
be around 60 kmph due to the bad pavement. Currently the roads are adjusted 
impressively and most of the time driving is even delightful, except of the dirt- and 
forest roads of course. In addition, we previously read that fuel stations were 
scarce couple of years ago, however at present there are plenty of them. As well
for LPG gas. The Dutch euro95 is called Pb-free 95 or Super95 in Poland. The Zloty 



costs about 0,33 Euro, but this is decreasing almost daily. Note that supermarkets 
are not widespread and that for instance buying some food takes a 30 minutes 
drive from Bialowieza village to the nearest by supermarket (Hajnowka). Take care 
that you always have your passport with you, because the border guards could stop 
your care anywhere in the country for a check. We have been checked two times in 
the middle of small villages. In addition, during the trip we had nothing to 
complain about the weather. We prepared for the worst since we read that July is 
the rain-month in North East Poland. Surprisingly we had lots of sunny days and just 
some raining periods. And if it was raining it was in the evening, at night or very 
early in the morning just for departure when we went out for birding.   

Highlights and beyond that…
As mentioned before we had luck several time. (Although, what is luck? Maybe we 
deserved it, because of our huge perseverance and the strategic choices we made 
each birding day.) The major highlights-list of our trip consists of White-tailed 
Eagles, Lesser Spotted Eagles, Greater Spotted Eagle, Hazel Grouse, Little 
Crakes, Eurasian Hoopoes, Eurasian Roller, Grey-headed Woodpeckers, White-
backed Woodpecker, Eurasian Three-toed Woodpeckers, Tawny Pipit, Citrine 
Wagtail, Thrush Nightingales, Barred Warblers, Greenish Warblers, Aquatic 
Warblers, River Warblers, Red-breasted Flycatchers, Collared Flycatchers,
Spotted Nutcrackers, Common Rosefinches and Ortolan Buntings.
Other great species we observed during the trip were Eurasian Bittern, Black 
storks, Whooper Swan, Osprey, Red Kite, Black Kite, Montagu’s Harrier, Eurasian 
Hobby, Corn Crake, Common Crane, Eurasian Curlew, Caspian Gull, White-winged 
Black Tern, Whiskered Tern, Common Kingfisher, Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, 
Eurasian Wryneck, Great Reed Warbler, Icterine Warbler, Wood Warbler, Eurasian 
Penduline Tit, Eurasian Treecreeper, Red-backed Shrike, Great Grey Shrike, 
Hooded Crow, Northern  Raven, Golden Oriole, European Serin and Corn Bunting.

During the trip all five the crewmembers made pictures by digiscoping. In total 
more than 3.500 pictures were made. A small selection of these pictures are shown 
in trip reports at the following websites: http://www.pbase.com/albertdejong

    http://www.pbase.com/pietervanveelen
    http://www.pbase.com/ruben_jorrit



Birding Report North East Poland       8th July  - 19th July 2008

Day 1 - Tuesday 8th July:                                Sliedrecht (NL) to Poznan (P)

Monday evening 7th July we gathered all the stuff together in Sliedrecht, so we 
could try if everything would fit into the car. In a miraculous way everything what 
had to be taken to Poland was crammed into the vehicle. The next morning at 
04.00, excited as we were, we left Sliedrecht on our way to Poland. We planned to 
travel the first day to a campsite near Poznan, the first larger city in Poland along 
the E30. Somewhere near Lehrte, Germany we saw our first Red Kite of the trip 
and about 50 Common Cranes flew right over the car, working out to be a wake-up 
call for us; birding has begun. During the 11 hours lasting trip we saw the subtle
change of Carrion Crows into Hooded Crows and Northern Ravens and the song of 
our first Corn Bunting tingled right through the heavy noises of the smelly German 
highways while we stopped for a new tank of fuel. 
Just before the border someone made a picture of our driver and our car. (And 
afterwards when we arrived home, a fine was waiting for us with a certain amount 
of money intended to the German police.) And once arrived at the first place 
where we would stay overnight, the campsite which we had chosen wasn’t most 
probably a campsite anymore. Fortunately we had a backup campsite in our Tom-
Tom (which was called Truus during the trip. She brought us home from several 
straitened situations.) Well, this campsite was a decent one with a toilet and 
something what had to be shower. Here we observed our first species, such as a 
fanatically ‘djudeling’ Golden Oriole, Green Woodpecker, Hawfinches, White 
Stork, our first European Serin in Poland, some Spotted Flycatchers as well as lots 
of other rather common species we knew from home. We went into our tents quite 
early, as we just drove 900 km and were tired of driving, car-birding, etc... 

Day 2 - Wednesday 9th July:      Poznan to Brzostowo (Biebzra Marshes)

Today we were woken up by the beautiful song of the local Golden Oriole.
Subsequently we had to pack our stuff and drive another 550 km through Poland to 
reach the Biebzra Marshes, which would be the start of our trip officially. As we 
expected this trip was lasting just as long as the 900 km trip of the previous day. 
Despite that the delay was due to the busy traffic heading to Poznan instead of the 
road conditions we expected. In fact on average the roads were far from bad and 
driving the car itself was not a big issue at all. Because the low speed we drove, we 
had enough time for car-birding, resulting in our first Red-backed Shrikes, Great
Grey Shrikes, European Turtle Doves and the two Redstart species. Nice to see 
were the foraging Fieldfares in their natural breeding habitat. For a moment we 
imagined us in the classic Dutch winters. Everywhere in the wide environment
Yellowhammers and Corn Buntings sang their songs. An unexpected species in this 
area of Poland was the adult White-tailed Eagle slowly flying over the grain fields. 
Strange enough, according to ‘Truus’ there was no water in the environment. After 
a 10 hours long drive we finally arrived in Wizna, a small village at the Southern 
edge of the Biebzra National Park. The final road we took was known to be a good 
spot for Ortolan Bunting. This is the road from Wizna heading to the North to 
Radzilow at the Westside of the Biebzra Marshes. Along this road, about 25 minutes 



North of Wizna is a little village named Brzostowo consisting of only a few farms. 
When driving on the cobbled section of the road turn to the East to the Biebzra 
river when Brzostowo is indicated. At the end of the road there is a small campsite 
with an observation tower along the Biebzra river. This is a marvellous place to 
stay for birding. Whole day long the Whiskered Terns, White-winged Black Terns, 
Black Terns and Wood Sandpipers were foraging at a few metres from the 
campsite. In the evening when we cooked our meal, calling Common Cranes flew 
over the campsite and landed into the nearby Marshes for roosting and an Eurasian 
Penduline Tit called from a nearby tree. We also enjoyed the ‘Happy Cows of 
Brzostowo’ show, which is a project in which the cows are transported through the 
Biebzra river to forage in the marshes as a way of nature conservation.
The same evening we went out to Mscichy, just 20 minutes North of Brzostowo.
From the village a dirt road leads to the heart of the marshes. This is a place where 
one must have been, when visiting Biebzra. Additionally, this place was known to 
hold a pair of Citrine Wagtails some years, and was known to be a spot (not the 
best spot) for Aquatic Warblers. The Aquatics were the main reason for our evening 
visit to Mscichy. When arrived in Mscichy one of us heard the water splashing in the 
nearby ditch. When he went out the car it turned out to be a 2cy Little Crake
which gave excellent views at only 4 metres in front. Unfortunately we were not 
quick enough to digiscope the fantastic bird which walked into the sedge again. We 
didn’t expect this species in this July trip. We also observed Bluethroats, singing 
Sedge Warblers, three foraging Montagu’s Harriers and 16 sleeping Great White 
Egrets in a tree with their grey cousins. We also heard several Savi’s Warblers and 
Grasshopper Warblers in Mscichy. Unfortunately, we couldn’t arrange to observe 
Aquatics this evening, but we didn’t complain at all! Even when we drove 10 hours
this day, we had such a great birding experience in the Biebzra! Please let the 
morning come soon...

Day 3 - Thursday 10th July:           Brzostowo, Czerwone Bagno and Wodniczka

The next morning began very nice 
with a Common Quail calling at our 
campsite at 04.30 hours. Slowly the 
crew woke up and the sun was 
already shining, despite it was still 
very early. Along with the sun various 
species woke up and began singing. 
Snoozing in the tent, we heard 
Golden Oriole, Black Redstart, 
Blackcap and a singing male Common 
Rosefinch which made us running out
of our tents. Additionally, we heard a 
calling Little Ringed Plover.
Unfortunately we have not seen the 
bird. Soon we were driving through 
the environment heading South, searching for Ortolan Bunting. We mentioned Red-
backed Shrikes were fairly common and we decided to count this species today,
resulting in 31 individuals. We saw several Blue-headed Wagtails, a Great Grey 
Shrike and a Woodlark before a scare Eurasian Hoopoe flew up in front of the car 
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at a dirt road. Gracefully enjoying this sighting we drove back to the main road 
were a loud singing Ortolan Bunting was found quickly. Luck still seemed to be at 
our side. After a quick brunch we left the campsite again, whilst the morning was 
still young. Meanwhile, the temperature was raised to at least 30 degrees since we 
planned to visit the Northern part of the Biebzra National Park. After a surprisingly 
long drive to the Czerwone Bagno we entered the forest part of the Biebzra. 
Suddenly an ‘Aquila’ passed the car, while we jumped out to identify the bird. The 
first Lesser Spotted Eagle was a fact. Subsequently we bought some tickets at the 
parking area and walked to the first observation platform. Despite the large 
amounts of mosquitoes we enjoyed the numerous butterfly species in this area. 
Although the forest was rather quiet, after a hour walking a singing male Red-
breasted Flycatcher was heard. The subsequent reached first observation platform 
was quite boring because all the flora took away the view. We decided to went 
back instead of visiting the next observation tower, because this would take 
another 7 km walking. At our way back to the car all of a sudden a female Grey-
headed Woodpecker flew up from the ground and gave excellent views to all four 
of us sitting against the tree for some moments. Happiness all over the place while 
several Wood Warblers, Eurasian Siskins and Goldcrests guided us to the car when 
mosquitoes were ‘zzzooming’ everywhere.
In order to observe an Aquatic Warbler in its breeding habitat we had to visit the 
PTOP reserve (Grobla Honczarowska) ‘Wodniczka’ (which means ‘Aquatic Warbler’)

where the sedge-dominated 
vegetation was been maintained
for several years. After a long 
walk of about an hour we 
reached the observation tower in 
the middle of the breeding area. 
When the sun was almost 
disappeared behind the horizon, 
three Elks were foraging in the 
area and the Aquatic Warblers
started singing fanatically! A 
great sighting for all of us! 
Returning to the campsite we 
were surprised by the first
singing River Warbler of the trip, 
as well as two flushed
Woodcocks, two Common 

Cranes and five Foxes crossed the road. Tired but satisfied in our tents we heard 
tens of trumpeting Common Cranes and a singing male Corn Crake just before we 
fell asleep.

Day 4 - Friday 11th July:           Brzostowo and Mscichy

Friday morning was stunning when we woke up very early. While nine Wood 
Sandpipers and a single Common Greenshank started our day, the raising sun was 
shining through the fog creating a magical view over the marshes. We planned to 
visit the marshes again at Mscichy, however this time early in the morning. 
Afterwards this was probably the best choice we could make! The trip to Mscichy 
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was delayed by several great views in the beautiful morning light. Several Common 
Cranes were foraging close to the road and were watching us suspiciously, while 
we were enjoyably watching them. Slowly we drove further North heading to 
Radzilow and within the next ten minutes we flushed five different Eurasian
Hoopoes by car along this road. Probably this road is particularly very good for
Eurasian Hoopoes in the early morning when no other vehicles have flushed them 
before. Concentrated as we were one of us found our second singing male Ortolan 
Bunting just South of Radzibory. When arrived in the marshes again, three singing 
males Common Rosefinches were seen in beautiful light, however they flew of 
very soon. Of course we were focused to find the Little Crake again. And more or
less unexpected, the bird was found quickly and gave excellent views again! This 
time we managed to digiscope the bird, while it was sunbathing very closely.
Surprisingly a second 2cy bird showed too. Enjoying the daylight we heard a calling 
Wagtail heading to us. The eight times calling bird was within a second determined 

to be a Citrine Wagtail! 
Unfortunately we saw the bird 
flying fastly heading to the 
North East. A little party was 
celebrated in this early 
morning since we didn’t 
expected this species at this 
place. Even when we knew 
one pair bred here four years 
ago. Enjoying our breakfast 
three adult Black Stork
showed well hanging around 
in the area. All of a sudden a 
light phase adult Lesser 
Spotted Eagle came from 
behind us and gave stunning

views when it was attacked by a pair of Montagu’s Harriers. In addition a Bearded 
Reedling and an Eurasian Reed Warbler were heard at Mscichy. Back at our 
campsite we saw another Lesser Spotted Eagle flying over the marshes. As well as 
the marsh terns we observed a female Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, two Little 
Terns an Icterine Warbler and the singing Common Rosefinch at the camsite, just 
before we went of to pick up Arie Kolders in the afternoon. At Arie’s place we 
observed a Tawny Pipit which made us all very happy, despite we were crammed 
into the car with the five of us for another two hours drive. Before we went to 
sleep, 84 resting Common Cranes were seen from the campsite as well as the first 
Common Sandpiper and a singing Corn Crake was heard. After the dinner, we 
tried to show Arie the Little Crake, because the next day we would leave the 
Biebzra heading to the Bialowieza National Park. Of course we were all very happy 
when we had decent views at one of the birds quickly. For the next morning we 
planned to go to the Bialowieza National Park. 
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Day 5 - Saturday 12th July:                 Brzostowo and Bialowieza

Before we went of heading to Bialowieza, we attempted to find another Eurasian 
Hoopoe with Arie. A short drive from Brzostowo heading North to Racibory was 
enough to flush a bird. Trying to digiscope the bird, we found another three singing 
males Ortolan Bunting and our first Eurasian Wryneck. Photographing the Eurasian 
Wryneck and Red-backed Shrikes and collecting the Ortolan Buntings song on tape, 
we spent more than an hour in this area. Subsequently we packed all our stuff and 
said goodbye to the marvellous marshes of Biebzra. Unfortunately we missed 
Greater Spotted Eagle and Great Snipe (which is very hard this time, especially 
since we heard that this spring only two displaying males were seen at the lek near 
Barwik). 
When we finally arrived in Bialowieza and when we were settled at the beautiful 
campsite ‘U Michala’ at the western edge of the Bialowieza village, we had enough 
time left for birding this day. Immediately three Eurasian Wrynecks were foraging 
at the campsite as well as several Spotted Flycatchers and European Serins. We
knew several good spots since we prepared ourselves quite good for Bialowieza. 
Despite that, we knew various species would be hard to find after all. The 
woodpeckers were the major target species for us in this area, but we prepared for 
the worst, because July is certainly not the best month for woodpeckers. Our only 
option was non-stop birding and 
walking lots of kilometres through the 
forests. The first place we tried was 
the Teremiski Forest Swamp. This part 
of the forest North West of the 
Teremiski village near a little bridge
contains lots of dead trees and is 
therefore an excellent spot for all the 
woodpecker species. (Take the road 
from the Bialowieza village heading 
North West to Narewka to reach 
Teremiski.) Soon we had seven calling
Hawfinches and some Nuthatches
(europaea). After a short period of rain 
we heard a far singing male Collared 
Flycatcher and when we were 
carefully searching the area for 
woodpeckers one of us saw an almost 
skulky woodpecker rather deep in the 
forest. We couldn’t relocate the bird, 
so he went in for a decent search. 
After a while he signed that he had 
found the bird which turned out to be 
a male European Three-toed 
Woodpecker!! Like European Bisons we 
ran into the forest and mud was 
everywhere! In a few seconds after the discovering the whole crew had seen the 
bird from a close distant! One could hear the loud celebrations we made at miles 
away after the bird was flown! We just couldn’t believe that we already had THE 
target species of the trip, since we were in Bialowieza for only 1,5 hours! Just after 

European Three-toed Woodpecker
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the celebrations we heard a singing and calling Greenish Warbler in the same part 
as the Three-toed! Luck seemed to be still with us! Totally satisfied we drove back 
for dinner. After the meal we drove further to some good spots we knew. The next 
stop was at a place where in spring Barred Warblers were seen. Reach this place
from the eastern part of the village of Bialowieza heading to the Belarus border 
near a small bridge (about 2 km from the Belarus border). In no time we had at 
least two birds at that spot. In addition we had a singing male River Warbler, a 
Marsh Warbler, a Little Spotted Woodpecker, an European Honey Buzzard and 
two Black Woodpeckers. The evening we spent quite relaxed, enjoying the great 
start at Bialowieza.

Day 6 - Sunday 13th July:                    Bialowieza & Strict area

This morning we had reserved a guide to enter the strict area of the Bialowieza 
National Park, because this was the only option to enter the last primeval forest in 
the European lowlands. Walking to the border of the strict area, we crossed the 
Palace Park. In the park we had a great view at a juvenile Corn Crake and a singing 
male River Warbler, as well as several stunning Red-backed Shrikes. Of course, 
when we didn’t had our digiscope stuff with us at moments like this, as usual... 
Despite we observed almost no birds and searching for White-backed Woodies 
unsuccessfully, the magic forest was a must to see! Heading back to the car we 
crossed the Palace Park again. In the late morning, now we did found some nice 
birds, including a family Collared Flycatchers and several Treecreepers. Before 
breakfast we drove to the Barred Warbler spot, trying to make some pictures. Now 
we found another two Barred Warblers and a silent but stunning Thrush 
Nightingale as well as a River Warbler and Red-backed Shrikes! After breakfast 
we tried to find a White-backed Woodpecker, but on the contrary we had 
excellent views at an amazing adult male Three-toed Woodpecker, foraging 
quietly at a dead tree. Trying to relocate the bird, we heard a singing Red-
breasted Flycatcher far away. Subsequently, at another Teremiski Forest Swamp 
visit we only found a Little Spotted Woodpecker, an female Collared Flycatcher
and a calling Treecreeper. Before dinner we visited a spot for Hazel Grouse we 
knew from the trip reports we read. The place was well described so we found the 
first dirt road at the Eastern side of Bialowieza village quite easily. First we tried 
the exact patch of forest described in the trip report. It was the first patch at the 
left side of the dirt road since the plot with particularly small pines was ended. We 
walked through that spuce forest in one line with the five of us. After searching for 
about 45 minutes all of a sudden Pieter flushed a Hazel Grouse at about 15 metres 
in front! Despite everyone was 100% focussed, he was the only one who saw the 
bird. Immediately the rest of the crew dropped their equipment with Pieter and 
started searching the area to relocate the bird. Sadly they didn’t manage to 
rediscover the bird again. After all for all of us it felt like a deception. At night we 
drove through the forests trying to find some mammals crossing the road,
especially along the dirt road between Budy and Narewka. This trip in the dark 
resulted in one Racoon Dog, a male Wild Boar, a Deer, two  Woodcocks and a 
singing River Warbler. Driving back to the campsite the entire crew was tired of 
being focused all day long, resulting in a car filled with sleeping birders. Once 
arrived in Bialowieza everyone slept within a minute preparing ourselves for the 
planned Siemianowka birding experience next morning.



Day 7 - Monday 14th July:                         Siemianowka 

Again we woke up in an early and beautiful morning, preparing for the at least one 
hour trip to the South Eastern part of the Siemianowka Reservoir; a lake North of 
the Bialowieza National Park. Once arrived we heard and saw birds everywhere and 
needed to be fully focussed to miss nothing. Of course our target species for this 
spot was Citrine Wagtail as this spot was known to be the best place for Citrine 
Wagtail in North East Poland and so we were there searching for (preferably an 
adult male) Citrine Wagtail. Of course we knew spring is the best period to observe 
the wagtails, as they are whole day busy foraging and feeding their young. While 
searching the area from the little dike east of the observation tower, we heard 
several species such as Common Rosefinch, Eurasian Penduline Tit, two River 
Warblers, several Great Reed Warblers and an Eurasian Reed Warbler. 
Additionally, from the lake the sound of a whooping Whooper Swan reached our 
ears and Corn Crakes were singing from various sides. The lake itself held a lot of 
bird species. Among others there was a group of at least ten Garganey’s and some 
Gadwalls present as well as lots of Whiskered Terns, a single White-winged Black 
Tern, a Green Sandpiper, some Wood Sandpipers, a Eurasian Hobby and a Water 
Pipit. Two raptors resting on the roof of tiny houses in the fields south of the 

Siemianowka lake appeared 
to be Lesser Spotted 
Eagles. Approaching the 
raptors carefully, we 
fortunately saw a juvenile 
Corn Crake walking on the 
dirt road for several seconds
at only 5 metres from us. 
The fields there were filled 
with birds such as a family 
Red-backed Shrikes, a 
family Barred Warblers, a 
Eurasian Wryneck and lots 
of Whinchats and Barn 
Swallows. In addition, the 
sky was neither empty with 
passing Hawfinches, 
Eurasian Siskins, Golden 

Orioles, a flock of 11 Common Crossbills, a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker, two 
adult and a juvenile Common Crane and various European Serins. Despite the high 
amounts of birds and the thorough search, we didn’t manage to discover a Citrine 
Wagtail here. Probably the birds are flying around in the wide area since the 
juvenile birds can fly around and forage by themselves.
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Trying to test our luck elsewhere we left to the Northern part of the Siemianowka 
Reservoir. Soon we mentioned the relatively large amounts of Great Grey Shrikes
in stead of Red-backed 
Shrikes here. We observed a 
total of 11 birds in only a few 
hours birding. From the trip 
reports we knew another spot 
for Citrine Wagtail at the 
railway near Cisowska. During 
our way to Cisowska Jorrit 
found -while driving the car-
an Aquila flying slowly near 
the Belarus border. Quickly 
we jumped out of the car 
because the bird was a good 
candidate for being a Greater 
Spotted Eagle...and a 
Greater Spotted Eagle it 
was! We had lots of time, 
about 30 minutes for identifying the bird and of course to make plenty record 
shots. In the fields near Cisowska a Red Fox was searching for food as well.
Subsequently our search for Citrine Wagtails was failed again, but at the Northen 
edge of the lake we had excellent views at two Lesser Spotted Eagles again. In 
addition, we saw an adult and three juvenile Caspian Gulls as well as two fantastic 
White-tailed Eagles during our lunch and we had also great views at some juvenile 
Eurasian Penduline Tits and a couple of foraging Little Terns. At our way back, we 
decided to try to get as close as possible to the Belarus border, as it was very 
exciting to be at the outermost edge of the European Union. We managed to get to 
4 metre from the border and looked into the mysterious forests of the Belarus. 
Here we saw another pair of Barred Warblers, a Eurasian Wryneck, some Red-
backed Shrikes and nine Common Cranes flying into the Belarus forests. Back at 
our campsite in the Bialowieza village we had a fanatically calling adult male 
Common Rosefinch and our local European Serins. At our campsite we spoke with 
Tim Hofmeester, a Dutch birder who works as a volunteer in Bialowieza National 
Park for the local Ecological Institute. He told us that he had heard there was a 
spot for breeding European Rollers just south of Hajnowka. He couldn’t manage to 
tell us the exact place, as he and we both didn’t own a sufficient map of region of 
interest. He offered us the opportunity to meet the person who told him about the 
Roller spot, Dr. Dries Kuijper, a Dutch researcher working at the Ecological 
Institute. Tim told us he would be present at the institute before 08:00 am next 
morning. So, we planned an unannounced visit to him for the next morning...

Day 8 - Tuesday 15th July:       Zebra-Zubra Trail, Siemianowka, Hajnowka-South

Tuesday morning we made it ourselves comfortable by staying in bed longer than 
usual, so we went out bed around 07:00 am. Ruben and Pieter went of to meet Dr. 
Kuijper asking him if he would tell us about the Roller spot. Dr. Kuijper was very 
enthusiastic about our plan and showed us the exact breeding tree with Google 
Earth! He told us he had seen the birds about two weeks ago, so we were quite 
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sure we would manage to see the birds. We planned our Roller-trip for the next 
morning, because Albert had to take the train to Amsterdam on Wednesday at noon 
from Bialystok. The Roller spot would be quite on our way to Bialystok. 
Before we went of to walk the Zebra-Zubra trail (‘Bison Ribbs’) we tried to 
photograph the local Eurasian Wryneck. Meanwhile we had a Lesser Spotted Eagle 
flying over the campsite and we also had an adult female and a juvenile Common 
Rosefinch at the campsite. The good start of the day was made and we were in for 
more! Our main target species for the Zebra-Zubra trail was the White-backed 

Woodpecker, a species for which 
we were looking for days already 
and one of the few target 
species left on our checklist. 
Fully focussed, especially for the 
woody’s we started the walk 
with a stunning male Lesser 
Spotted Woodpecker. Walking 
the trail we had several Wood 
Warblers and calling Common 
Cranes. Nice were the 
fanatically calling and singing 
Greenish Warbler and the first 
Eurasian Bullfinch of the trip as 
well as several calling 
Treecreepers. Focussed at the 
woodpeckers we had two Black 
Woodpeckers, two Middle 

Spotted Woodpeckers, and a lot of Great Spotted Woodpeckers in various 
plumages. Unfortunately no White-backed showed up until the end of the trail and 
we decided to walk back the same trail heading to the car. Halfway we were 
surprised by a carefully singing Thrush Nightingale and a noisy screaming juvenile 
male Golden Oriole. Just a few minutes later we were gladly surprised but rather
overwhelmed by the sound of a handsaw: a calling Nutcracker. Watching through 
the leaves a calling bird was sitting right above us! Unfortunately the bird flew of 
before all five of us managed to see the bird. Immediately we played the call of 
Nutcracker trying to attract the bird. After a minute, even three birds appeared 
and gave excellent but short views to the whole crew! Totally satisfied and still 
overwhelmed we returned to the car, knowing that there is no certain spot for 
Nutcracker in North East Poland. 
Although we already experienced a lot this morning, the day was still young. We 
decided to visit Siemianowka again, since we heard from the Danish birders that 
they had their second White-backed Woodpecker in the spruce forests at the 
Southern edge of the lake. They also told us the people from the ringing camp had 
caught two White-backed woody’s the last two days! So driven by our hunt for 
White-backed Woodpeckers we went there again. As we expected we didn’t found 
one. However we had one excellent Lesser Spotted Eagle, a flying Whooper Swan, 
a flying Eurasian Bittern and a stunning European Honey Buzzard flying by.
In the late afternoon, after buying some food and beer, we decided to drive 
through the area South of Hajnowka and Bialowieza, as we heard from Dr. Kuijper 
it is a beautiful area with a good chance for Black Storks and breeding Common 
Goldeneyes. Driving through the area it turned out to be a great area and soon we 

Lesser Spotted Eagle   © Arie Kolders, Ruben & Jorrit Vlot,
                                      Albert de Jong, Pieter van Veelen



had found an adult female and several juvenile Common Goldeneyes, two adult 
Black Storks and a Common Kingfisher. The surprise among the various 
woodpeckers at this place was the pair of Grey-headed Woodpeckers which
showed pretty well together with a Green Woodpecker. Especially the direct 
comparison between the to related species made it a pleasant observation in the 
warm evening sunlight. Because we started the day rather late we decided to end 
it late too, so after dinner we went of to Kosy Most. This place is a small area in 
the North Western corner of the National Park of Bialowieza, reachable from the 
way from Bialowieza North to Narewka. From the trip reports we knew it was s spot 
for Eurasian Pygmy Owl. We knew it is a rather late period for owls to be active, 
but (fortunately) we ran out of target species, so we gave it a try. As expected we 
didn’t heard any owl, but we had two fabulous displaying Woodcocks and two 
singing River Warblers, an occasionally singing Thrush Nightingale and two singing 
Corn Crakes. Taken together it was a beautiful concert in a cold and silent night. 
We went home, again with a mostly sleeping crew and went to sleep in our tents, 
recharging ourselves for the next birding day. ...Roller time!...

Day 9 - Wednesday 16th July:              SW of Hajnowka & Bialystok

This day we woke up with mixed feelings. Both we felt disappointed and excited 
because respectively, Albert would leave us and we would visit probably the best 
spot in North East Poland for European Roller. After Albert collected his belongings 
we drove to the countryside 
near Hajnowka rather early in 
the morning, so we wouldn’t 
have to be hasty to get in 
Bialystok before midday. The 
navigation in the car led us –
happily after all- via another 
way around a small village to 
the Roller spot, other than 
Dr. Kuijper explained us. 
Thanks to the navigator we 
drove a small road along the 
western side of the village 
where Arie found the 
European Roller out of the 
driving car. We managed to 
make only a few record shots 
before the bird flew away. 
We decided to proof our luck at the breeding spot, but we didn’t found anything 
more than the breeding tree. While walking through the area we relocated the bird 
again, however at a much larger distant than the first sighting. After watching the 
bird for a while, we decided to go back to the first spot where Arie found the bird. 
From this place we found the bird again looking out for its prey. After being 
satisfied and having enjoyed ourselves with the for three of us another stunning 
lifer, we went of heading to Bialystok. For Albert this was an end of his Poland trip 
of which he (and we) even wouldn’t dare to imagine. This bird was for all of us one 
of the leading moments of this trip. Particularly because this heavily declining 
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species is hard to find in North East Poland and because we had no spots for Roller 
more recently than 2004 which we visited without success near Cisowska. On our 
way to Bialystok we had a Black Stork crossing the road and a Great Grey Shrike. 
Once in Bialystok we had lunch at the local Turk with a Dönner-sandwich and 
finally we said goodbye to Albert who left to Kutno and further to Amsterdam. On 
our way back to Bialowieza we held a small stop at the Dojlidy Fishponds at the 
South Eastern edge of Bialystok but it was to quiet and to warm around noon out 
there, that we continued our way to the Teremiski Swamp Forest without no 
further birding stops. Again we tried to find a White-backed Woodpecker at the 
forest swamp, but we didn’t succeed again. Back at the campsite we took a beer 
while thinking about the plans for the next days. We couldn’t invent much more 
than just keep on searching for our final target species the White-backed 
Woodpecker, but we were just tired of walking for hours in the forests and 
checking the good spots just for this species. The only other option was to try for 
Hazel Grouse again. Eventually we decided to visit Palace Park the next morning 
early for another White-backed-try. While we were enjoying our beer a Dutch 
camper asked us if we were interested in another walk into the Strict area of the 
National Park with reduced entrance costs. We decided not to join them because 
we were there once and it didn’t yielded us even a few birds.

Day 10 - Wednesday 17th July:                   Palace Park & Strict area

Very early, with our final bit of (White-backed-) energy left, we started our birding 
day in the nearly empty Palace Park. Unfortunately it was not only quite with 
people but the birds failed too this morning. Some of us managed to got a short 
view at a female Collared Flycatcher and two foraging Middle Spotted 
Woodpeckers but furthermore the park seemed totally empty. We went back to 
the campsite a little disappointed but looking forward to our well deserved 
breakfast (the nasty dry bread and the sparkling water, hmmm…). Although we had 
several hours birding behind us and it was still 8:30 am. We didn’t felt any sense 
for searching the area again for the woodpeckers and we slowly realized that the 
Strict area was still the best spot for finding a White-backed Woodpecker. Together 
we decided that we would participate with the Dutch camper, providing ourselves 
a last try for the woodpecker. However we were absolutely to exhausted to walk 
another three hours with the telescopes, so we would go for it just with our binoes. 
At 9:45 am we gathered at the parking place of the Palace Park. Totally without 
any expectations, rather relaxed but with heavy legs we walked slowly to the gate 
of the Strict area. Very delightful was the juvenile Corn Crake which was running 
on the dirt road and the singing River Warbler which sang its song very closely. We 
also had two Common Raven calling from the trees. Dr. Kuijper told us that the 
first 200 metres in the Strict area would be probably the best spot for White-
backed Woodpeckers, as he saw them there several times recently. Once passed 
the gate we were fully focussed for the last time I guess. Of course we were very 
excited when the first woodpecker was seen, but of course it was not a White-
backed but a excellent showing Middle Spotted Woodpecker. The fact that we had 
seen even one interesting bird made us more focussed than ever before. Constantly 
at least one of us was walking in front of the group scanning the area, while one of 
us was trying to stay ‘friends’ with the guide. In rather good harmony we walked 
further into the forest and there was more bird activity than the first time in the 



Strict area. Slowly our hope began to increase… After two hours all of a sudden a 
woodpecker was found by the five of us within almost the same second. And… we 
couldn’t believe our eyes! An adult female White-backed Woodpecker was 
foraging -of course- almost at the ground at about 20 metres from the path. We 
stopped the group walkers immediately and we didn’t anything but enjoying the 
moment and trying to believe ourselves that we discovered the only target species 
left in Bialowieza Forests. We were even enabled to make a record shot by 
digibining. In total satisfaction and entirely relaxed we continued the walk, just 
mixed with the group and not in front as we normally did. In the afternoon Ruben
and Pieter went of to Hajnowka to buy some food and beer for the next days, but 
on our way back we evaluated the trip and we suddenly came to the conclusion
that here was nothing left for us to focus at. It was done, we were done! Actually 

we could went home. Once at the 
campsite this was the first thing to 
discuss with Jorrit and Arie. 
Fortunately they felt the same and 
agreed with our plan to went home 
the next morning early. Moreover we 
had no goals to chase and we were 
satisfied like never before at this 
trip. However it sounds weird this 
decision was a release for all of us, 
just because we were totally 
exhausted by the tough mission we 
accomplished and the few hours of 
sleep we had during the trip.
Because Arie missed the Aquatic 
Warbler trip in the Biebzra Marshes, 

we planned to visit a small spot which was known to hold a few Aquatics recent 
years. This PTOP-reserve was located South West of Hajnowka. When we arrived 
we quickly met a Wild Boar running away for us while we started to find some 
Aquatic Warblers. Whilst searching we heard a singing Common Quail. However 
soon we noticed that the habitat was not as good for Aquatic Warblers as is 
probably was before. Thereafter we decided to lay down in the grass at the top of 
the hill watching the sunset as the final experience of our trip. All of a sudden 
several groups of Common Cranes came flying from the sun and gave an excellent 
good-bye-show by landing in a field next of us. Meanwhile another two Common 
Quails were started to sing and a singing Corn Crakes was the finishing touch! 
Despite we missed the Aquatic Warblers we would never forget the wonderful view 
of the arriving Common Cranes in the soft late-night sunlight. After the sun 
disappeared beneath the horizon we went back to the campsite. On our way back 
we had another singing Corn Crake and two singing River Warblers.

Day 11 - Thursday 18th July:                        Bialowieza to Csyzte

Fortunately it was dry when we woke up at the final morning in North East Poland. 
Because of that we could pack our tents and stuff quickly and start with the next 
challenging operation: packing the car. Happily we learned a lot of the car-packing 
techniques during the trip and finally we created something like a virtual map of 
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the packed car. Particularly thanks to Ruben who packed the car, we managed to 
leave the campsite within 45 minutes since we woke up. From that moment we 
started the long, boring and rather dangerous journey through Poland to Germany. 
The first travel day through Poland when we were heading to the North Eastern
part, we went through the country area crossing the small villages and the maize 
fields. We all experienced that as being boring and boring. The only interesting bird 
we saw in those ten hours was the White-tailed Eagle. This ‘adventure’ made us 
decide to take the toll road on our way back home. And so we did. After a couple 
hours driving we reached the toll and we paid for the high speed follow-up of the 
trip. It cost 11 Zloty for each time we passed the toll offices, three times in total. 
At our first stop along the toll road when Arie used the toilet, we saw an Osprey
crossing the road. The adult female bird made us very happy and gave us some 
extra travelling energy at this time point, as it was another unexpected new 
species at our trip list. During the trip crossing the Polish landscape we observed 
also no less than eight Great Grey Shrikes, a singing European Serin when we 
were in a line, a singing Corn Bunting and three Common Cranes. After at least 
ten hours travelling we reached the campsite at which we planned to stay 
overnight. This campsite was the Dutch campsite in the small village Csyzte, 400 
metres from the main road and 40 kilometres from the German border at Frankfürt 
an den Oder. It was called ‘De Kroon’. Because we ran out of gas, the Dutch owners 
of the campsite kindly provided us their kitchen to bake our –in the meantime-
famous hamburger super specials. After the late dinner we enjoyed the final beer 
before we went to sleep.
Because it was rather rainy that evening Pieter offered to sleep at the backseat of 
the car, so we only had to build up one tent. However the backseat felt good, 
especially after the hard mattress of the previous nights. 

Day 12 - Fryday 19th July:                          Csyzte to Sliedrecht

The next morning we packed our stuff quickly, because it was still dry when we 
woke up. We all were looking forward to go home after the exhaustive trip. So the 
final part of the trip was initiated. We left the campsite and took place in the large 
row of trucks heading to Germany. Quickly we reached the German border and 
thereafter the raptor-party began. During this second travel day crossing Germany, 
we had no less than 12 Red Kites accompanied with three Black Kites. Two solitary 
European Honey Buzzards crossed our way and another two Ospreys showed 
themselves flapping around while we flew over ‘die Autobahn’. The Hooded Crows
changed smoothly into the Carrion Crows and the Common Raven disappeared 
quickly from the view. Another more or less expected species on our list were the 
resting Herring Gulls in the German lowlands. A surprise was the final species on 
our list, a Grey Wagtail which flew with us for a second. We also mentioned a 
foraging Common Crane and the decreasing amount of Red-backed Shrikes along 
the road to end the trip with. When we passed the Dutch border finally it felt like 
being home, and so we were; we were in a line again which yielded us a hour 
delay. Finally we arrived in Sliedrecht.  We ended the trip with a trip list including 
167 species (escapes excluded). It was done, we were done!



Other sightings…
Although we were focussed on the various birds species and mammals, of course we 
observed various butterfly and dragonfly species during the trip. We observed 
among others the following butterfly species: 
Purple Emperor (Bialowieza, Budy forest), Lesser Purple Emperor (Biebzra, Red 
Marshes, first observation tower), Large Tortoiseshell (Biebzra, Red Marshes, first 
observation tower), Silver-washed Fritillary (several places), Heath Fritillary
(flying at several places), Queen of Spain Fritillary (Brzostowo), Scarce Copper
(several places) and Cream-spot tiger (several places).
We observed also the following dragonfly and damselfly species: Scarce Chaser
(Biebzra, Red Marshes), Yellow-spotted dragonfly (Bialowieza, Teremiski), 
Brilliant Emerald (Bialowieza, lake South West of  Hajnowka), Ruddy Darter
(Biebzra, Brzostowo), Common Darter (Siemianowka South), Beautiful Demoiselle
(Biebzra, Brzostowo & Red Marshes) and Banded Demoiselle (several places).
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We highly recommend this area for birding!
However a good preparation and perseverance are the key 

factors for success in North East Poland.

For more detailed place descriptions of spots we mentioned in this report or for 
the several species we observed during the trip, please contact us at:

vv_pieter@hotmail.com
rubenvlot@gmail.com
jorritvlot@gmail.com
albert.de.jong@solcon.nl
akolders@hotmail.com

On behalf of the whole crew,
Pieter van Veelen



Attachment I

Campsite Brzostowo:
Teresa Konopka
Brzostowo 26
18-420 Jedwabne

Campsite Bialowieza: ‘U Michala’ 
Str. Krzyzy, 11
17-230 Bialowieza

For the Dutch people who planned to visit Poland in the next years, the following 
link is very useful for finding campsites in Poland.
www.kampereninpolen.nl

From the left:                 Ruben Vlot, Arie Kolders, Pieter van Veelen, Albert de Jong and Jorrit Vlot



Attachment II

We attached the trip list including all observed bird species to the trip report:

Nr. Species Nr. Species
1 Great Crested Grebe 43 Northern Lapwing
2 Great  Cormorant 44 Wood Sandpiper
3 Great Bittern 45 Green Sandpiper
4 Great Egret 46 Common Sandpiper
5 Grey Heron 47 Common Redshank
6 White Stork 48 Common Greenshank
7 Black Stork 49 Black-tailed Godwit
8 Mute Swan 50 Eurasian Curlew
9 Whooper Swan 51 Eurasian Woodcock
10 Greylag Goose 52 Common Snipe
11 Mallard 53 Ruff
12 Gadwall 54 Black-headed Gull
13 Eurasian Wigeon 55 Common Gull
14 Common Teal 56 Herring Gull
15 Gargeney 57 Caspian Gull
16 Common Pochard 58 Little Tern
17 Tufted Duck 59 Common Tern
18 Common Goldeneye 60 Black Tern
19 White-tailed Eagle 61 White-winged Black Tern
20 Osprey 62 Whiskered Tern
21 Lesser Spotted Eagle 63 Stock Dove
22 Greater Spotted Eagle 64 Common Wood Pigeon
23 Red Kite 65 Eurasian Collared Dove
24 Black Kite 66 European Turtle Dove
25 Western Marsh Harrier 67 Common Cuckoo
26 Hen Harrier 68 Common Swift
27 Montagu's Harrier 69 Eurasian Hoopoe
28 Common Buzzard 70 Common Kingfisher
29 European Honey Buzzard 71 European Roller
30 Eurasian Sparrowhawk 72 Black Woodpecker
31 Common Kestrel 73 European Green Woodpecker
32 Eurasian Hobby 74 Grey-headed Woodpecker
33 Hazel Grouse 75 Great Spotted Woodpecker
34 Grey Partridge 76 Middle Spotted Woodpecker
35 Common Quail 77 Lesser Spotted Woodpecker
36 Corncrake 78 White-backed Woodpecker
37 Water Rail 79 Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker
38 Little Crake 80 Eurasian Wryneck
39 Common Moorhen 81 Eurasian Skylark
40 Eurasian Coot 82 Wood Lark
41 Common Crane 83 Sand Martin
42 Little Ringed Plover 84 Barn Swallow

Black Common species
Black Scarce species
Red Rare species



Nr. Species Nr. Species
85 Common House Martin 127 Collared Flycatcher
86 Tawny Pipit 128 Great Tit
87 Water Pipit 129 Cole Tit
88 Meadow Pipit 130 Eurpoean Blue Tit
89 Tree Pipit 131 Crested Tit
90 White Wagtail 132 Willow Tit
91 Grey-headed Wagtail 133 Marsh Tit
92 Grey Wagtail 134 Long-tailed Tit
93 Citrine Wagtail 135 Bearded Reedling
94 Winter Wren 136 Eurasian Penduline Tit
95 Dunnock 137 Eurasian Nuthatch
96 European Robin 138 Eurasian Treecreeper
97 White-spotted Bluethroat 139 Short-toed Treecreeper
98 Common Redstart 140 Red-backed Shrike
99 Black Redstart 141 Great Grey Shrike
100 Northern Wheatear 142 Eurasian Magpie
101 Whinchat 143 Eurasian Jay
102 Song Thrush 144 Spotted Nutcracker
103 Mistle Thrush 145 Common Jackdaw
104 Fieldfare 146 Rook
105 Blackbird 147 Hooded Crow
106 Barred Warbler 148 Carrion Crow
107 Garden Warbler 149 Common Raven
108 Blackcap 150 Common Starling
109 Common Whitethroat 151 Golden Oriole
110 Lesser Whitethroat 152 House Sparrow
111 Sedge Warbler 153 Eurasian Tree Sparrow
112 Aquatic Warbler 154 Common Chaffinch
113 Grasshopper Warbler 155 Common Linnet
114 River Warbler 156 European Goldfinch
115 Savi's Warbler 157 European Greenfinch
116 Reed Warbler 158 Eurasian Siskin
117 Great Reed Warbler 159 European Serin
118 Marsh Warbler 160 Eurasian Bullfinch
119 Icterine Warbler 161 Hawfinch
120 Willow Warbler 162 Common Crossbill
121 Wood Warbler 163 Common Rosefinch
122 Common Chiffchaff 164 Common Reed Bunting
123 Greenish Warbler 165 Ortolan Bunting
124 Goldcrest 166 Yellowhammer
125 Spotted Flycatcher 167 Corn Bunting
126 Red-breasted Flycatcher

Black Common species
Black Scarce species
Red Rare species


