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Our third tour to Polynesia (The Cook Islands and French Polynesia) was another great success. We 
visited four islands in the Cook Islands and four islands and five atolls (including several islands 
within the atolls) in French Polynesia. This required no fewer than 15 flights from London as well as a 
return boat trip in the Marquesas, and a wonderful nine days of sailing on sleek catamarans in the 
Tuamotus of French Polynesia. Here we sailed amongst atolls and islands that have been 
immortalized by people like Captain Bligh, Robert Louis Stevenson, Herman Melville, Marlon Brando 
and Jacques Brel. This is not a tour for quantity. We recorded only 67 species of birds, 11 of which 
were introduced species. However, among the 56 native species recorded were an array of 
spectacular, rare and endangered species! We visited four areas which are defined by BirdLife 
International as Endemic Bird Areas: the Southern Cook islands (EBA 210), the Marquesas (EBA 212), 
the Society Islands (EBA 213) and the Tuamotu archipelago (EBA 214), and saw 22 species that are 
classified as species of conservation concern by BirdLife International – that’s nearly 40% of the 
native species recorded! Seven of these species are classified as endangered, three of them critically 
so! The rats (and ultimately humans!) have a lot to answer for! Our bird of the trip, perhaps 
surprisingly, was the critically endangered and superb Polynesian Ground-Dove, though the 
amazingly confiding and delightful Tuamotu Sandpiper, which gave us such a marvellous time on its 
remote motu, came a close second. Other memorable birds included Tahiti Petrel, Polynesian Storm-
Petrel, Bristle-thighed Curlew, Common and Lesser White Terns, Blue Noddy, several colourful fruit-
doves, Polynesian and Nuku Hiva Pigeons, Blue and Ultramarine Lorikeets, Mangaia and Tuamotu 
Kingfishers, Rarotonga, Tahiti and Iphis Monarchs and Rarotonga Starling. 
 
Our long journey commenced in London and took us first to Los Angeles where we all met up. We 
then flew on to Papeete on Tahiti and on again to the small island of Rarotonga in the Cook Islands, 
which are situated in the middle of the southern Pacific Ocean. Unfortunately, after a 24hr journey, 
we arrived early in the morning, thanks to the 11 hour time difference. A little sleepy, we had the 
whole day to look forward to! Upon arrival we had little time to waste, and soon found ourselves 
checking-in for our first flight with the very relaxed Air Rarotonga. While waiting for our flight, we 
noted our first elegant White-tailed and Red-tailed Tropicbirds, and several Common Fairy Terns 
floated over. A pleasant way to start the day! We then flew across to the nearby island of Aitutaki, the 
most famous holiday island of the Cook archipelago, and landed at the airfield which was 
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constructed by the US WW II air force. A scan of the runway and nearby golf course revealed several 
Pacific Golden Plovers and many introduced Common Mynas, one of the many ecological disasters 
to have been introduced to the Pacific islands by humans! We then took the local bus that dropped 
holiday makers at their hotels and arranged to be dropped in the middle of the island in an area 
dominated by coco palms, fig trees, mango trees and bananas. Soon we heard the high calls of our 
quarry, the Blue Lorikeet, and after a few fleeting views, eventually got some fantastic views of this 
attractive little parrot, including a pair defending a nest from some aggressive Common Mynas. In the 
end we observed c20 of these marvellous little birds, which only survive on a few islands in the 
Cooks and Tuamotus. They were probably introduced to Aitutaki a long time ago, as they were used 
by the local peoples as a valuable trade item. We then spent the afternoon relaxing, eating, drinking 
and looking at the coast, where we found our first Red-footed Boobies, Pacific Reef-Egrets and 
Wandering Tattler amongst others. In the evening we flew back to Rarotonga, where we gratefully 
settle down for a good night’s sleep. 
 
The following morning we were back at the airport, again admiring two species of tropicbird! We 
then took a flight to the southernmost island in the Cook archipelago, Mangaia. Upon arrival we were 
welcomed by Jan, our friendly Swedish host, and driven to our accommodation. Having settled in 
and notched up our first Cook Island Reed Warblers in the garden, we began our exploration of the 
nearby pandanus (screw palm) and Barringtonia forest. Here, after a fair search, we found the 
endemic Mangaia Kingfisher. They were a little elusive, only calling occasionally, but nevertheless 
we enjoyed some cracking scope views of this little-known species. In the afternoon we were shown 
around several of the very impressive caves where our local island guide told grim stories of 
cannibalism and local wars. In the evening we enjoyed a delicious dinner whilst being treated to 
some fine and enthusiastic dancing by some local girls who were rather younger than they looked! 
Another walk in the nearby forest the following morning yielded more good and final views of 
Mangaia Kingfisher and Cook Islands Reed Warbler, before we flew back to Rarotonga.  
 
Upon our return to Rarotonga we picked up the van and checked into the hotel. Having organized 
my Cook Island driving licence, we set off for the Takitumu Conservation Area, picking up lunch en 
route. We had a short guided walk around the Takitumu Conservation Area by local Kakerori 
(Rarotonga Monarch) protector Ian, and were then left to our own devices. The afternoon was 
extremely successful with great scope studies of Pacific Pigeon and Rarotonga Starling, and, after a 
little bit of searching, we notched up at least nine endangered Rarotonga Monarchs, some of which 
gave outstanding views. We also found our first Long-tailed Cuckoo clambering about in the canopy 
which ultimately led to what we can now thankfully look back on as a comedy moment, John and 
Bev’s synchronized tumble! The following morning we explored the first part of the cross island track, 
staying in the more open areas near the trailhead where lots of introduced Red Junglefowl (chickens!) 
foraged along the woodland edge. Here, as well as enjoying the rugged scenery, we saw more Pacific 
Imperial Pigeons and, after a while, some lovely Cook Islands Fruit-Doves. That afternoon was taken 
at leisure with a bit of snorkelling and some attempted birding/photography that was largely wiped 
out by the rain.  
 
After a little more birding on Rarotonga in the morning for some (more looks at the same things) or a 
lie-in, we took a late morning flight to the island of Atiu, our fourth Cook Island. Here our chirpy and 
informative kiwi host gave us a very interesting introduction to the history and geography of the 
attractive island of Aitutaki – it is the only Cook Island that is still rising. We settled into our lovely 
cabins and had a hearty lunch, and that afternoon we went on a fun excursion with ‘Birdman 
George’ who was a great character! We visited several birding areas and got superb views of foraging 
Atiu Swiftlets, several Chattering Kingfishers, several Cook Islands Fruit-Dove (of the distinctive local 
form), more Pacific Pigeons and flight views of a couple of Long-tailed Cuckoos. We also saw a 
couple of Rarotonga Monarchs from the population that has been relocated on Atiu, including a very 
tame youngster that approached us to within a few inches!! We were also entertained by George’s 
coconut tree climbing ability and enjoyed a fruit picnic on the beach. It was a busy day though, as 
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that evening some of us (of course I was there to supervise!) joined a tumunu, a local self-made 
alcoholic brew drinking session, which was great fun. We were also treated to another entertaining 
floor show with a very genuine and enthusiastic group of local performers. Audience participation 
was encouraged, and Ron was temporarily hirsute, thanks to the local coconut milk!! 
 
The next morning, most of us visited the swiftlet caves where we were treated to fantastic views of 
these endemics on their fragile nests. We also heard them echo-locate in the darkness of their 
breeding cave which was an excellent experience. The caves themselves were pretty spectacular too! 
We then returned to Rarotonga where most of us took it easy for the afternoon. A few revisited the 
Takitumu Conservation Area where a particularly cute orange juvenile Rarotonga Monarch 
entertained. After a fine Indian meal, we bade farewell to the quiet, relaxed and hospitable Cook 
Islands and took a late evening flight to Papeete on Tahiti, where we arrived in the middle of the 
night.  
 
Tahiti was quite a contrast to the sleepy Cooks and driving out the next morning, it was more like 
being in the hustle and bustle of a Paris suburb than it was a sleepy Pacific island! Still, we met up 
with our local conservation helper and made our way a secluded valley. Here we quickly located 
several Grey-green Fruit-Doves which showed well in the scope, and then made our way along a 
rather tricky trail to an area where there were a couple of territories of the critically endangered Tahiti 
Monarch. Only around 40 individuals are left and the rat poisoning devices and the metal rings 
around the trees left no doubt about the animals responsible for this demise. Fortunately a fine black 
adult bird showed well to all, allowing us to add this rarest of Polynesian birds to our tally. Here we 
also observed a dense breeding colony of Tahiti Swiftlets under an overhanging cliff and scoped up 
our first Tahiti Kingfishers. We then made our way back to our luxurious hotel, tripping over 
introduced birds such as Zebra Doves, Red-vented Bulbuls, Silvereyes and Chestnut-breasted 
Mannikins as we went, and had lunch and a break. That afternoon we explored one of the few tracks 
that cuts inland following a deep V-shaped valley offering magnificent vistas over the interior of 
Tahiti. Here, our prime target was the long-billed Tahiti Reed Warbler, which at first only gave brief 
and tantalizing views. However, after a concerted effort we achieved wonderful views of several 
individuals including both colour morphs. The dark morph birds were quite extraordinary looking! A 
few White-tailed Tropicbirds drifted over, more Tahiti Kingfishers were found and we noted one or 
two very strange looking Pacific Swallows (the dark nominate race here is a peculiar looking bird). 
Later we returned to our hotel, passing the Papeete traffic jams as we went and got back to the hotel 
for a fine dinner and a very professional Polynesian dance show (which was enhanced by Magnus’s 
participation!).  
 
Next morning we took a flight in a prop job to distant Nuku Hiva in the Marquesas. It was a long but 
comfortable flight, and we got great views of some of the atolls of the Tuamotus that we were to visit 
later in the tour. Nuku Hiva was very different in character, being hot, dry and grassy. We stopped 
just outside the airport to admire our first Little Fairy Terns, easily distinguished from Common Fairy 
Tern by their fine bill, bulging eyes and small size, and found our first Marquesas Reed Warblers and 
White-capped Fruit-Doves at the same spot. We then took the long and slow drive along the north 
coast track that gave us breath-taking panoramas of high cliffs, palm-dotted valleys, and rocky 
outcrops, whilst the huge lump of 1224m high Tekao mountain was looming behind us. We made 
frequent stops just to admire the scenery, found more White-capped Fruit-Doves and Marquesas 
Reed Warblers and saw our first Marquesas Swiftlets feeding overhead. At the base of a lovely bay we 
drove through a small picturesque village and nearby, in an area with lots of big fig trees, we had 
fantastic views of several weird-looking and extremely rare Nuku Hiva Pigeons. The flat feathered 
cere of these pigeons gives them a really bizarre appearance. We arrived in Taiohae, the capital of 
the Marquesas, just before dark, and settled into our lodge.  
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A stiff breeze was blowing when we awoke, and we headed down to the harbour after breakfast 
where we boarded a small dive-charter boat to take us to the distant island of Ua Huka. As soon as 
we left the sheltered bay, we realized we were in for a bumpy ride as our small boat moved around 
on the ocean. The seabirds were a welcome distraction and we were soon watching delicate Blue 
Noddies, much wanted Grey-backed (or Spectacled) Terns and Red-footed Boobies. As we left Nuku 
Hiva behind, a Herald Petrel joined us, followed by numerous Bulwer’s Petrels and a few Audubon’s 
Shearwaters. Large feeding flocks largely comprised of assorted noddies and boobies and the 
occasional Wedge-tailed Shearwater, and a possible Polynesian Storm-Petrel and some probable 
Tahiti Petrels tantalized. As we neared Ua Huka, thousands of Sooty Terns greeted us, and some 
Spinner Dolphin rode our bow wave, and it was with some relief that we found dry land! 
 
Upon arrival at Ua Huka we were warmly welcomed by our hosts, and after lunch we made our way 
up to the botanical gardens where we dodged the rain and eventually got excellent views of both 
Iphis Monarch and the beautiful and rare Ultramarine Lorikeet as well as more White-capped Fruit-
Doves and Marquesas Swiftlets and Marquesas Reed-Warblers. The following morning, we enjoyed 
more of the same closer to our accommodation and also spent time relaxing and enjoying the Little 
Fairy Terns. After an early lunch, we returned by boat to Nuku Hiva, and as we were going with the 
wind and the current we had a much smoother and more enjoyable crossing. We enjoyed many great 
views of Bulwer’s Petrels, saw Tahiti Petrels close enough to confidently identify them, and, best of 
all, had fantastic views of the rare and little-known Polynesian Storm-Petrel! We then had to race 
back to Taiohae as a text message had alerted the skipper to the fact that a full scale search for us was 
about to commence (we had spent too long looking at the birds and the owner of the dive operation 
was beginning to worry that we were in trouble!). The next day was mainly a travelling day. We took 
the direct route to the airport, which took us right over the mountains, and flew back to Tahiti to 
enjoy the luxury of our hotel and our last night in a non moving bed!  
 
We put our feet up the following morning too, before taking a flight in the afternoon to the atoll of 
Fakarava in the Tuamotus. Here we were greeted by our slightly mad skipper, and taken to the 
harbour from where our cruise through this archipelago was about to start. Two beautiful catamarans 
were waiting for us and we got to know the French skippers and the cooks and settled into our 
cabins. By the time we set sail it was heading towards dusk, and after our first of many excellent 
dinners, we headed into the open ocean and made for our next destination.  
 
The overnight navigation was a little bumpy but not too bad, and soon after dawn, the first of the 
catamarans to have arrived at the atoll found their first Bristle-thighed Curlew. We then sailed 
together into the atoll to a forested motu (local name for an islet). After a quick lesson in zodiac 
driving, we were off, and as soon as we set foot on the motu several Bristle-thighed Curlews were 
noted and then a small, almost quail-like Tuamotu Sandpiper walked nonchalantly by. What a 
delightful little bird! This is what we had all been waiting for and during our time on this islet we 
recorded at least ten of these truly enigmatic waders and at least 14 Bristle-thighed Curlews. There 
were also lots of endearing Common White Terns nesting, plenty of Red-footed and Masked Boobies 
were seen overhead, and our first Tuamotu Reed Warblers and Atoll Fruit-Doves were found. It was 
true paradise! As the sun began to sink and the temperatures cooled down a little, several Tuamotu 
Sandpipers began to songflight, and we made our way back to the catamarans for a comfortable 
night. At sun set, we sipped our wine with calling Bristle-thighed Curlews in the background – some 
Birdquest tours are really are hard work! Early next morning the wind had got up and the weather 
had taken a turn for the worse. Some of us paid our last visit to the sandpipers, our last chance to 
savour this wonderful but fragile bird. Later we sailed to another motu which harboured a large 
seabird colony with many Black Noddies, Common Fairy Terns and Lesser Frigatebirds, including 
downy young and immatures in different plumages on their nests. From our sheltered location, we 
enjoyed some snorkelling and lunch (a real treat as we had fresh coconut crab) before leaving the 
atoll and setting sail once more.  
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Although it was windy, it was reasonably comfortable as we were able to use the sails and go with 
the wind, and we enjoyed a good night’s sleep. The following morning we saw a couple of Tahiti 
Petrels before arriving at Niau and mooring off shore. Niau is a somewhat strange island with a large 
landlocked central brackish lagoon. We found a place to land and began our exploration in the heat. 
We easily found Tuamotu Reed Warblers and Atoll Fruit-Doves, but our main quarry, the elusive 
Tuamotu Kingfisher, was nowhere to be found. Eventually we got some local help and were 
transported across (or rather around) the island to an area where the kingfisher was hopefully easier 
to find and sure enough, we soon enjoyed spectacular views of five individuals including a newly 
fledged juvenile. That’s about ten per cent of the world population – it’s the rarest kingfisher in the 
world! A recent survey has revealed there are only 51 birds left and the population is still declining, 
mainly because of Black Rats. Unfortunately, the time we had taken to find the birds meant that we 
had to change our plans (or I should say the skippers’ plans) and after a slightly tense afternoon (for 
me at least!) we anchored up and had a good night’s rest. 
 
The following morning we visited the nearby atoll of Toau. Here we enjoyed more Grey-backed 
Terns and other breeding seabirds, as well as a wonderful beach barbeque, with fresh fish, local 
pizza and coconut bread. A Manta Ray was also a highlight here, especially for Ken and Magnus who 
were able to quickly get into the water with this amazing creature. We then set sail for Rangiroa and 
arrived off the north coast of the atoll the following morning. Rangiroa is one of the largest atolls in 
the world, and we made our way to the Tiputa passe and sailed into the sanctuary of the lagoon 
whilst accompanied by playful Bottle-nosed Dolphins. Lots of fancy yachts and fellow tourists were 
to be found here! We had arrived back in civilization and we anchored off a rather swanky hotel that 
we visited on a couple of occasions for light refreshments! We spent the afternoon relaxing and 
snorkelling, enjoying the reef sharks and the amazing variety of reef fish and snorkelled in the passe 
where we drifted along with the current, watching the wildlife and the odd scuba-diver drifting below 
us. It was rapidly turning into a holiday! 
 
The next day we made an excursion to a remote island where the cute Polynesian Ground-Dove 
manages to survive. It was a wonderful island with numerous breeding seabirds, and eventually we 
found our first confiding dove which gave great views, though disappeared relatively quickly. They 
were not easy to relocate on the tiny island but with perseverance we got some more brilliant views 
of two or three striking males going about their business and even feeding out in the open on the 
beach. So incredibly unconcerned, they must be easy targets for the dreaded rats. We also visited 
another island where as well as snorkelling, we saw an amazing flock of at least 40 Bristle-thighed 
Curlews and found good numbers of Blue Lorikeets, here in their native home.  
 
At the end of the day, we left Rangiroa Lagoon, and our two cats pointed their bows towards the once 
well-known island of Makatea and soon after first light we were watching the sheer cliffs that 
surround this high limestone plateau. Makatea is very different from the other islands in the Tuamotus 
and landing here can be precarious. The conditions were good, and landing no problem as we were 
put ashore in the old decaying harbour. This strange island was once a thriving community and we 
strolled around the island enjoying the ghost town atmosphere of this once prosperous place, where 
several thousand people used to live and work up until the early sixties. Warehouses, several 
gantries, the disused railway with the remains of locomotives and a plateau full of shafts where the 
phosphate was dug from reminded us of the busy mining days. It took a while, but eventually we 
gained great views of our two target species, the large Polynesian Imperial Pigeon and the furtive 
Makatea Fruit-Dove. The former used to occur on Tahiti, but is probably extinct there now. Tuamotu 
Reed Warblers were also common, and the endemic subspecies seemed both morphologically and 
vocally distinct, and perhaps worthy of elevation to a Makatea endemic?! We then returned to our 
faithful cats for a leisurely sail south towards Tahiti, but had seen few seabirds by nightfall. 
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Next dawn we awoke with some excitement, and were immediately joined by Tahiti Petrels in good 
numbers. We could discern the jagged mountains of Tahiti in the distance but very soon the wind 
whipped up and we were now sailing in gale-force winds with waves and spray crashing over the 
deck. Seawatching soon became impossible and we battened down the hatches and headed for 
Tahiti as quickly as we could! As we neared Tahiti, things calmed down a little and we were able to 
see a few more Tahiti Petrels and some Audubon’s Shearwaters before sailing to the dock of our hotel 
and the relief of dry land and comfort. We said goodbye to our crews and enjoyed the luxuries of our 
accommodation one last time, assembling at the lotus pool and then the bar/restaurant for one last 
meal together before our middle of the night flight to the other side of the globe.  
 
It had been an incredible adventure to some of the most remote islands on our planet. Frequently I 
had to pinch myself to remind me where I was. It was a real once in a lifetime experience and a total 
privilege to see some of the rarest birds on our planet! Let’s hope that rats, global warming and rising 
sea levels do not conspire to wipe these amazing creatures out forever. 
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SYSTEMATIC LIST 
 
Species which were not personally recorded by the leader are indicated by the symbol (NL). 
Subspecies names are given where known and/or appropriate, either in a comment or in parentheses. 
 
Conservation threat categories and information are taken from Threatened Birds of the World, 
BirdLife International’s magnificent book on the sad status of the rarest 10% of the world’s avifauna, 
and updates on the BirdLife website: http://www.birdlife.org/datazone/index.html 
 
PROCELLARIIDAE 
Wedge-tailed Shearwater  Puffinus pacificus: Our best views were of about five on the rather choppy 

seas between Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka. Another was seen briefly on the way back to 
Papeete on our last day at sea. 

Audubon’s Shearwater  Puffinus lherminieri: Several between Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka, some of 
which showed well, and at least 15 offering pretty good views as we approached Papeete 
in rough seas at the end of the tour. The subspecies involved is dichrous. Note that some 
re-organization in the Little/Audubon’s Shearwater complex is likely as recent genetic 
studies have discovered that the current taxonomic treatment is invalid as the northern 
and southern hemisphere Little Shearwaters are not closely related and a complete re-
evaluation of the complex is required! 

Bulwer’s Petrel  Bulweria bulwerii: At least 30 were seen between Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka in the 
Marquesas and about the same number on the return journey. Some were very close, 
allowing magnificent views. The bird is named after the Reverend James Bulwer (1794-
1879), a Scottish naturalist and collector and chaplain at Madeira in 1828. 

Tahiti Petrel  Pseudobulweria rostrata: We had fairly frequent sightings of this exciting seabird. We 
saw a few between Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka where some came close enough to 
confidently identify them. A few were noted in the Tuamotus and then we obtained some 
good close up views between whilst sailing towards Tahiti on our last day at sea (though 
the choppy conditions were not ideal!). Sadly we could not convince ourselves that any 
of the birds seen were the rare Phoenix Petrel. Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife 
International, this species breeds in the Marquesas, Society (race rostrata) and Gambier 
islands in French Polynesia, as well as Fiji, American Samoa and New. DNA work may 
show that the Samoan population is genetically distinct. It used to breed in Vanuatu and 
may breed on Rarotonga in the Cook Islands, as well as on other islands. In the 
Marquesas and Society Islands, rat predation is an observed but unquantified problem. It 
is likely to have coexisted with Black Rats Rattus rattus for decades and they perhaps do 
not pose a major threat. Young birds are also attracted by lights at night, mainly on Tahiti 
in the urban areas around Papeete. Electric power lines in the mountains of French 
Polynesia may also be a problem. On Grand Terre, wild pigs, feral cats and dogs, and 
rats Rattus spp. may pose a threat to remaining colonies (though rats have been 
eradicated from all islets in the southern lagoon). Note that this species was formerly 
placed in the genus Pterodroma. 

Herald Petrel  Pterodroma heraldica: We had some magnificent views of a light phase bird between 
Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka which came very close to the boat on a couple of occasions. 
The similar Kermadec Petrel P. neglecta could be discounted by the lack of white in the 
upper side of the primaries. 
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HYDROBATIDAE 
Polynesian Storm-Petrel  Nesofregetta fuliginosa: Some great spotting by Ron got us all on to a 

fantastic example of this little known species. Fortunately it came close to the boat and 
stayed around for a short time, ensuring good views for all! Our third favourite bird 
overall, it is classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International. The world population is 
estimated at less than 10,000 individuals and is decreasing. Birds do not appear to 
survive in the presence of rats or cats. Predation of eggs and small chicks by House 
Mouse Mus musculus, human exploitation and increasing cultivation of islets, e.g. on 
Rapa, are additional threats. 

 
PHAETHONTIDAE 
White-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon lepturus: One of the most widespread seabirds of the tour, and 

recorded almost daily until we got to the low-lying Tuamotus. We observed this elegant 
species in the Cook islands, the Marquesas, the Tuamotus (but very few) and in the 
Society Islands. The subspecies involved is dorothea. 

Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda: We were pleased to get good scope views on several 
occasions on Rarotonga, especially of birds over the airfield! The subspecies involved is I 
think melanorhynchos. 

 
SULIDAE 
Masked Booby  Sula dactylatra: A couple between Ua Huka and Nuku Hiva in the Marquesas and 

around six of these large gannet-like boobies at Tahanea atoll in the Tuamotus. The 
subspecies involved is personata. 

Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster: Widespread in small numbers throughout the trip. The ground-
nesting birds in Rangiroa Atoll were great to see. The subspecies involved is plotus. 

Red-footed Booby  Sula sula: Our first sightings were off of Aitutaki on the first day. During the trip it 
was more numerous than the preceding species, with 100 or more seen on several days 
and many seen nesting in trees. Most of the birds seen were of the white-tailed brown 
morph, but we also recorded several very attractive white morphs. 

 
FREGATIDAE 
Great Frigatebird  Fregata minor: Regular observations of this distinctive seabird, though often difficult 

to separate from the following species. The subspecies involved is palmerstoni. 
Frigatebirds have the lowest wing-loading (low weight in contrast to large wing area) of 
all birds, enabling them to be amongst the most nimble of flyers. 

Lesser Frigatebird  Fregata ariel: This kleptoparasite was seen in small numbers at most of the visited 
islands where it was represented by the nominate subspecies. Lovely views of breeding 
birds and youngsters for those that ventured on to the island with the colony on it.  

 
ARDEIDAE 
Pacific Reef Heron (P R Egret)  Egretta sacra: A widespread species, occurring in small numbers on all 

four archipelagos visited (nominate). Both white and dark morphs were observed, 
sometimes together. 

 
ANATIDAE 
Grey Duck (Pacific Black Duck)  Anas superciliosa: A single was seen on Mangaia, 19 at Lake Teroto 

on Atiu and a few on Tahiti. The subspecies involved is pelewensis. 
 
ACCIPITRIDAE 
Swamp Harrier  Circus approximans: Just a single of this introduced species was observed on Tahiti. 



 
 
 

9  Birdquest: Polynesia 2006 

 

PHASIANIDAE 
Red Junglefowl  Gallus gallus: It was not easy to assess the occurrence of this species as domestic and 

feral chickens almost certainly mix here. Individuals that resembled farm chickens rather 
than original wild stock were widespread and some junglefowl-like populations were 
observed on Rarotonga and Tahiti. All the populations in Polynesia were introduced by 
human colonists 

 
RALLIDAE 
Spotless Crake  Porzana tabuensis: A frustrating species, which was seen briefly by myself and 

Magnus on Rangiroa Atoll. It is the nominate subspecies that occurs here. 
 
CHARADRIIDAE 
Pacific Golden Plover  Pluvialis fulva: Widespread and fairly common in the Cook Islands, but rather 

scarce in French Polynesia. Many birds still showed bits of their attractive breeding 
plumage. 

 
SCOLOPACIDAE  
Wandering Tattler  Heteroscelus incanus: Fairly widespread, a total of around 20 were seen through 

the trip, many of which were still in breeding plumage. 
Tuamotu Sandpiper  Prosobonia cancellata: Definitely one of the star birds of the trip. Top bird for 

Pete, Ken, Magnus and Bob and second overall in our bird of the trip vote. Around ten of 
these adorable birds were found on one small motu in the Tuamotus. They were so tame 
and unconcerned by our presence, allowing such close approach, that one can easily 
appreciate why they and their offspring soon fall prey to rats once the rats colonize an 
islet. Sitting with these cute waders foraging only a few feet from us was one of the 
highlights of the tour and it was also great to watch them in display flight. Classified as 
Endangered by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at between 250 
and 999 individuals and is decreasing. It is becoming increasingly threatened as islands 
become disturbed by human activity and as habitat is destroyed for coconut plantations. 
The introduction of rats, particularly Black Rat, is a further serious threat and, combined 
with cats, has probably eliminated the species from all but the most infrequently visited 
islands. 

Bristle-thighed Curlew  Numenius tahitiensis: We logged at least 70 in the Tuamotus including 40+ 
together at Rangiroa Atoll. The birds were very confiding, in contrast to their timidity on 
the breeding grounds in far away Alaska, and our amazing views even allowed us to 
discern the bristles on their thighs. It was also great to hear their distinctive calls that give 
them their local name of ‘kiwi’. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the 
world population is estimated at 7,000 individuals and is decreasing. Introduced cats, 
dogs and possibly pigs heavily predate flightless birds on their wintering grounds. 
Hunting for food is localized, though occurred previously in the Tuamotus. Breeding 
birds are predated by several species of raptor, Parasitic Jaeger Stercorarius parasiticus, 
Common Raven Corvus corax and foxes. Gold mining is also a potential future threat on 
their breeding grounds in Alaska. 

 
LARIDAE 
Great Crested Tern (Greater C T)  Sterna bergii: Common and widespread in the Tuamotus where the 

subspecies is cristata. Especially tame at Toau Atoll. 
Spectacled Tern (Grey-backed T)  Sterna lunata: Some great looks at adults in the big feeding flocks 

between Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka and small numbers in the Tuamotus where most birds 
were in non-breeding plumage. This species is confined to islands in the tropical Pacific. 
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Sooty Tern  Sterna fuscata: We observed a magnificent colony with more than 10,000 birds on an 
islet off Ua Huka in the Marquesas. Just a few showed in the Tuamotus. The subspecies 
concerned is oahuensis. 

Brown Noddy  Anous stolidus: A few in the Cook Islands and Marquesas and a common or even 
abundant and widespread species in the Tuamotus. The subspecies is pileatus. Not 
always easy to identify from the next species, but once you had your eye in it got easier. 

Black Noddy  Anous minutus: Fairly common on Nuku Hiva and Ua Huka, with 100s during the 
crossing between the two islands. Very common and widespread in the Tuamotus, where 
we recorded up to 300 in a day. The best field marks to distinguish this species from 
Brown Noddy are its (Black’s) smaller size, slimmer bill, darker plumage, dark underwing 
and brighter more contrasting white cap. The subspecies concerned is the nominate. 

Blue Noddy  Procelsterna cerulea: At least 30 (of the nominate subspecies) of these delicate smoky-
grey terns during the crossings from Nuku Hiva to Ua Huka and back. We also saw a few 
of the race teritirostris at Rangiroa atoll. A lovely species. Formerly called Blue-grey 
Noddy, both Clements and the Handbook of the Birds of the World (HBW) split the forms 
on Lord Howe Island, Norfolk Island, Kermadec, Tonga, Henderson, Easter Island and 
Desaventurados Island as a separate species Grey Noddy P. albivitta, renaming the form 
we saw as Blue Noddy Procelsterna cerulea. 

Common Fairy Tern (C White T)  Gygis alba: This lovely seabird was common and widespread in the 
Cook Islands, Tahiti and the Tuamotus, where we recorded up to 100 in a day. When 
seen close-up, the blue-bill base of the form we saw, candida, was very attractive. It is 
replaced in the Marquesas by the next species. 

Little Fairy Tern (L White T)  Gygis microrhyncha: Very common in the Marquesas (Nuku Hiva and 
Ua Huka), with up to 150 seen in a day at. The split was quite convincing after we had 
studied the birds in detail. The small size, slim all dark bill and goggled appearance 
giving them a unique character. Note that both Clements and HBW do not consider it as 
a separate species. 

 
COLUMBIDAE 
Rock Dove  Columba livia: Mercifully this introduced pest was absent from the Cook Islands and the 

Tuamotus, but was fairly common on Tahiti and in the Marquesas. 
Zebra Dove  Geopelia striata: This introduced species was common in populated areas on Tahiti and 

in the Marquesas.  
Polynesian Ground-Dove  Gallicolumba erythroptera: About three males of these wonderfully tame 

and strikingly beautiful little doves were admired on one of the motus in Rangiroa atoll. 
Seeing these delightful birds feeding and going about their daily tasks at minimal range 
was a wonderful privilege. Classified as Critically Endangered by BirdLife International, 
the world population is estimated at between 50 and 249 individuals and is decreasing. It 
was formerly caught by local people for food, but it is more likely that the introduction of 
cats and rats, particularly Black Rat, are the real reasons for its massive decline. Habitat 
loss is also likely to have been a factor as the largest atolls with the richest vegetation 
have been cleared for coconut plantations. 
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Cook Islands Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus rarotongensis: Small numbers showed well on Rarotonga 
(nominate subspecies) and fairly common on Atiu (goodwini). The two subspecies differ 
significantly, those on Atiu lacking the pink breast patch of the Rarotonga birds and 
showing more red at the base of the bill – a potential split?! Classified as Vulnerable by 
BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at between 250 and 999 and is 
decreasing. Black Rat (present on Rarotonga) and the ubiquitous threat of habitat 
destruction pose serious problems to all the indigenous birds of the Cook Islands, while 
the introduction of exotic avian diseases, to which local birds have no immunity, is 
another possible threat. Although the introduced Common Myna Acridotheres tristis did 
not introduce any pathogens, it is aggressive and widespread and is often blamed for the 
demise of the native landbirds  

Grey-green Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus purpuratus: Some great scope studies of small numbers (at least 
eight) on Tahiti, where it seems to be fairly uncommon. Represented here by the 
nominate subspecies. 

Atoll Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus coralensis: At least three at our first atoll and a dozen or so on Niau. 
Classified as Near Threatened by BirdLife International. It has a widespread distribution 
throughout the islands of the Tuamotu Archipelago. It is the only fruit-dove in the tropical 
Pacific adapted exclusively to low coral atolls, where it inhabits forest and abandoned 
coconut plantations feeding on insects and seeds, often on the ground. It is likely to occur 
at low densities throughout its range as food resources are scarce. Predation by 
introduced rats (particularly Black Rat) is a threat on some atolls and the species is 
vulnerable to habitat destruction, including conversion of land to coconut plantations. In 
a recent survey it was found to be uncommon on five out of eight islands visited. 

Makatea Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus chalcurus: Several on Makatea where a total of at least six were seen, 
though they were somewhat elusive much of the time. Classified as Vulnerable by 
BirdLife International, the total population is estimated at between 250 and 999 and is 
thought to be stable. Although much forest was destroyed during the period 1917-1964, 
as a result of phospate mining, the indigenous vegetation has recovered over the last 40 
years and it appears that the mining did not change either the distribution or abundance 
of the species. There is currently no hunting or disturbance, given that the human 
population is low. Predation by introduced rats (particularly Black Rat) may be a problem 
although the species has coexisted with rats for several decades. 

White-capped Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus dupetithouarsii: The race viridior was common on Nuku Hiva 
and Ua Huka in the Marquesas. The bird is named after Admiral Abel Aubert Dupetit-
Thouars (1793-1864), French explorer in the Pacific. 

Pacific Pigeon (P Imperial Pigeon)  Ducula pacifica: Good numbers of the nominate race on 
Rarotonga and Atiu in the Cook islands. This species occurs on many small islands in the 
western Pacific. 

Polynesian Pigeon (P Imperial Pigeon)  Ducula aurorae: At least ten seen on Makatea, many of which 
were in flight, though a few also gave some good scope views. It is represented by the 
nominate subspecies here, and as it is now virtually extinct on Tahiti it should be 
considered as a Makatea endemic. Classified as Endangered by BirdLife International, the 
world population is estimated at between 100 and 500 individuals and is decreasing. 
Predation by introduced rats (particularly Black Rat) may be a problem, although the 
species has coexisted with rats for several decades. On Moorea and other formerly 
inhabited islands, its extinction may have been the consequence of the spread through 
the Society Islands of the Swamp Harrier Circus approximans, although hunting and forest 
destruction or deterioration were probably also factors. 
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Nukuhiva Pigeon (N Imperial Pigeon, Marquesan Imperial Pigeon)  Ducula galatea: Magnificent 
views of at least eight of these large, strange-looking pigeons on Nuku Hiva. Classified as 
Critically Endangered by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 
between 80 and 150 individuals and is decreasing. Illegal hunting is the main concern. 
Habitat has been modified and degraded by introduced vegetation and grazing by feral 
stock. However, cattle have been eradicated, and goats and pigs are decreasing. New 
roads and tunnels could result in habitat loss, facilitated access and considerable 
disturbance, although there is currently little traffic. Introduced rats (particularly Black 
Rat) are increasing and may constitute a threat. The pigeons have recently been 
introduced to Ua Huka, where they seem to do well and the total population may now 
be as high as c190 birds! 

 
PSITTACIDAE 
Blue Lorikeet  Vini peruviana: We found about 20 of these neat little parrots on Aitutaki (where the 

population was almost certainly introduced), mostly favouring the big mango trees, but 
also feeding in palms and bananas, and saw another 20 or so at Rangiroa Atoll. Highly 
rated by John and Bev and as a result, our fourth favourite bird overall. Classified as 
Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at between 2,500 
and 9,999 individuals and is decreasing. The species’ extinction from many islands is 
most likely due to predation by Black Rat and feral cats, and from Makatea in the 
Tuamotus could have been combined with a particularly violent hurricane. Its range 
reduction in the Society Islands correlates with the spread of the introduced Swamp 
Harrier. 

Ultramarine Lorikeet  Vini ultramarina: Gorgeous studies of these exquisite creatures in the gardens 
and woods of Ua Huka. This wonderful bird is now restricted to two islands in the 
Marquesas and was (re?)introduced to Ua Huka in the 1940s. Vini is the local name for 
this species. Classified as Endangered by BirdLife International, the world population is 
estimated at between 1,000 and 2,499 individuals and is decreasing. It is likely that Black 
Rat is responsible for its decline, being present on Nuku Hiva since c.1915, on Ua Pou 
(probably) since 1980, on a motu a few hundred metres from Ua Huka, and confirmed, 
for the first time, on Fatu Hiva in February 2000. All islands have been devastated by very 
high levels of grazing and fire, and much of the original dry forest has been reduced to 
grassland, and extensive damage has been caused even to upland forests. 

Eastern Rosella  Platycercus eximius  (NL): Two seen by Magnus on Rarotonga were either recent 
escapes or part of an accidental release in the 1990s For further details see 
http://cookislands.bishopmuseum.org/species.asp?id=8671. 

 
CUCULIDAE 
Long-tailed Cuckoo (Long-tailed Koel)  Eudynamys taitensis: Small numbers of this Austral winter 

visitor from New Zealand were seen on both Rarotonga and Atiu. The first, at the 
Takitumu Conservation Area, gave good views in the canopy. 

 
APODIDAE 
Tahiti Swiftlet (Polynesian Swiftlet) Aerodramus leucophaeus: c100 at a lovely colony on the west 

side of Tahiti where we got great looks at the birds on and around their nests on a cliff. 
Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 
between 250 and 999 individuals and is stable. Its rarity is possibly linked to the 
introduction of the Common Myna and Swamp Harrier and other introduced species may 
also be implicated. 
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Atiu Swiftlet  Aerodramus sawtelli: Fairly common on Atiu. It was a real pleasure to visit a breeding 
cave and listen to the echo-locating clicks as the birds flew around in total darkness, 
never mind observing the birds on their tiny nests at close range. The local name is 
Kopeka. Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is 
estimated at 350 and is thought to be stable. The major causes of chick mortality have 
been identified as starvation after falling out of the nest and predation by coconut crab 
Burgus latro and land crab Cardisoma longipes. One of the caves has become a popular 
ecotourism destination and thus disturbance could be a problem, as there does not 
appear to be any restrictions on noise and the use of torches. Polynesian rats are present 
on the island and may be a threat. 

Marquesas Swiftlet  Aerodramus ocistus: The nominate race was common on Nuku Hiva and Ua 
Huka. 

 
ALCEDINIDAE 
Chattering Kingfisher  Halcyon tuta: Up to ten individuals of the atiu subspecies were seen 

exceptionally well on Atiu. We probably also heard it on Tahiti where the nominate 
subspecies occurs. This species is restricted to two islands in the Cooks and six islands in 
the Society archipelago. The four species of kingfisher seen on the tour are sometimes put 
in the genus Todiramphus. 

Mangaia Kingfisher  Halcyon ruficollaris: Up to three each day, including some spectacular views, on 
Mangaia, where, following a hurricane in 2005, it has become a little difficult to find. 
HBW considers this form as a subspecies of Chattering Kingfisher H. tuta though this 
seems way off the mark to me, particularly when vocalizations are taken into account! 
Classified as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the total population is estimated at 
between 400 and 700 and is thought to be stable. The introduced Common Myna 
(numbering c9,000 birds) which is found in secondary forest and small forest tracts, 
competes for food and harasses breeding birds causing nest failure. Cats and rats, both 
Pacific Rat and Black Rat, are present in all forest-types (particularly prevalent in areas 
with a high abundance of coconut trees) and are potential predators. Long-tailed Cuckoo, 
a winter migrant from New Zealand, may also predate eggs and chicks. Clearance for 
agriculture, clearance for pine plantations and browsing by goats causes habitat loss and 
forest fragmentation and pigs affect forest regeneration! Human disturbance may also 
have an impact on birds in the south-west. 

Tuamotu Kingfisher  Halcyon gambieri: Still declining on Niau, where we eventually found five 
individuals of this gorgeous and variable species, including a recently fledged juvenile. It 
is now considered extinct on Mangareva Island and has thus become a Niau endemic. A 
recent census found only 51 birds and this species must be considered to be the rarest of 
all 93 species of kingfishers!! Classified as Critically Endangered by BirdLife International, 
the world population is estimated at between 39 and 51 individuals and is decreasing. 
Competition for food resources with the Black Rat may pose a threat to the breeding 
success of this species and the removal of suitable nesting trees in 1984, following a 
hurricane in 1983, has reduced the availability of nesting sites. 

Tahiti Kingfisher  Halcyon venerata: Great scope views of several on Tahiti where it is represented by 
the nominate subspecies. This species shows interesting sexual dimorphism, the female 
with a broad dark breastband. It is restricted to Tahiti and nearby Moorea. 
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HIRUNDINIDAE 
Pacific Swallow  Hirundo tahitica: Surprisingly uncommon on Tahiti where only seen in small 

numbers. Represented here by the very dark nominate subspecies which has a really 
peculiar flight action. Surely it is not the same species as elsewhere in the range?! I think 
more study is required! 

 
PYCNONOTIDAE 
Red-vented Bulbul  Pycnonotus cafer: A common introduction on Tahiti. 
 
MONARCHIDAE 
Rarotonga Monarch  Pomarea dimidiata: At least nine of this slowly recovering endemic were seen at 

the Takitumu Conservation Area on Rarotonga and we also saw a few on Atiu, where a 
second population is becoming established through relocation of the Rarotonga birds. 
We were told the success story of the comeback of the Kakerori, whose population was 
down to only 29 birds twenty years ago. Now over 200 birds inhabit the forested valleys 
of southern Rarotonga and Atiu. Classified as Endangered by BirdLife International, the 
total population of the Kakerori is estimated at between 50 and 249 individuals and, 
thanks to conservation efforts, we were assured is currently increasing. The species’ 
highly localized distribution leaves it vulnerable to cyclones, invasion of weeds and 
forest clearance. It continues to be threatened by Black Rat and predation by Long-tailed 
Cuckoo remains a possibility. The introduction of avian diseases could have a major 
impact, as could invasion by new predators (eg snakes and mongooses). The valleys 
where the species remains are managed by three landowning families who are 
developing an ecologically and commercially sustainable ecotourism venture. Intensive 
rat control is carried out during the breeding season, including weekly poisoning and 
tree-banding. 

Tahiti Monarch  Pomarea nigra: Thanks to the generosity of the local conservation organization we 
watched a fine adult (after a rather tough hike) in one of the few remaining valleys that 
holds this species on the west side of Tahiti. The population stands at only 40-45 birds 
and the species is classified as Critically Endangered by BirdLife International. Thanks to 
conservation efforts, the population is currently increasing. Its decline on Mt Mara`u 
might be related to the replacement of the high, dense forest by shrubs of the botanical 
pest Miconia calvescens, which were introduced in 1937 and whose progression was 
partly facilitated by a hurricane in 1983. A decline in habitat quality is a likely threat 
elsewhere, as forest is largely composed of introduced invasive species, such as the 
African Tulip Tree Spathodea campanulata, and usually confined to a narrow strip along 
the floor of steep basalt canyons. Predation by rats, particularly Black Rat, is an important 
factor. A three year study showed that significantly more Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus 
cafer and Common Myna Acridotheres tristis were present in territories that experienced 
nest failure or early fledgling death. Introduced birds may therefore also be an important 
threat. In 1998, rat control around known nests (using poisoning and tree-banding) was 
started, and continued during the breeding seasons of 1998, 1999 and 2000. Rat control 
was successful if conducted throughout the year and over the entire valley. However, if 
control was confined to monarch territories only, re-invasions occur on a regular basis. 
An action plan has also been produced and it is intended to establish a second 
population on a rat-free island. 
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Iphis Monarch  Pomarea iphis: Great looks at up to a dozen individuals of this now Ua Huka 
endemic. It used to occur on the island of Eioa, but has become extinct there. Classified 
as Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at between 
1,000 and 2,499 individuals and is stable. On Ua Huka, no threats are known although 
Black Rat is established on, Teuaua, a nearby motu. Iphis means rapid or fleet in Greek. 

 
SYLVIIDAE 
Tahiti Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus caffra: An uncommon bird, with just a few recorded from the 

Papenoo valley in the north of Tahiti (nominate). It was great to study both the ‘yellow’ 
and dark forms of this remarkable bird which has an amazingly long bill. Classified as 
Vulnerable by BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at between 250 
and 999 individuals and is stable. Invasion by the neotropical weed Miconia, exploitation 
of bamboo, construction of roads and micro-dams and access by four-wheel drive 
vehicles have modified habitat considerably, as well as causing disturbance to birds. The 
introduction of many bird species, including the aggressive Common Myna, may also 
account for its rarity and rats, particularly Black Rat, may also contribute. 

Marquesas Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus mendanae: Very common on Nuku Hiva (subspecies 
percernis) and Ua Huka (subspecies idae). 

Tuamotu Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus atyphus: Fairly widespread in the Tuamotus. The first seen at 
the Tuamotu Sandpiper island were the ravus subspecies and we went on to see the 
subspecies niauensis on Niau and the nominate subspecies on Rangiroa Atoll. On 
Makatea we saw at least ten of the distinctive subspecies eremus, which seemed to me to 
be quite different. Another one that’s ripe for splitting?! 

Cook Islands Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus kerearako: Fairly common on Mangaia. The only other 
island it occurs on is Mitiaro. The scientific epithet is its local name. Classified as Near 
Threatened by BirdLife International, it remains common on the two tiny islands. It 
inhabits a variety of habitats including reeds, gardens and woodland. On Mangaia, there 
are a variety of introduced species including the aggressive Common Myna (numbering 
c.9,000 birds), cats and rats (both Pacific Rat and Black Rat), and clearance for 
agriculture and browsing by goats causes habitat loss and fragmentation. 

 
STURNIDAE 
Rarotonga Starling  Aplonis cinerascens: Several seen at the Takitumu Conservation Area on 

Rarotonga including a couple of pairs attending nests. Classified as Vulnerable by 
BirdLife International, the world population is estimated at 500 individuals and is stable. 
Black Rat and the ubiquitous threat of habitat destruction pose serious problems to all the 
indigenous birds of the Cook Islands, while the introduction of exotic avian diseases, to 
which local birds have no immunity, is another possible threat. The introduced Common 
is aggressive and widespread and is often blamed for the demise of the native landbirds. 
It may be particularly responsible for the decline in Rarotonga Starlings in coastal areas. 

Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis: Abundant and widespread in the Cook Islands and Tahiti. This 
species was introduced into Polynesia to combat insect pests, with dire results for the 
local fauna in general! 

 
ZOSTEROPIDAE 
Silvereye  Zosterops lateralis:  Common on Tahiti and a few on Makatea. Introduced to the Society 

Islands, possibly from New Caledonia, it has now naturally colonized Makatea in the 
Tuamotus. 
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ESTRILDIDAE  
Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild: A very common introduction on Tahiti. 
Red-browed Firetail  Emblema temporalis: Good numbers on Tahiti and in the Marquesas. An 

introduced species. 
Chestnut-breasted Mannikin  Lonchura castaneothorax: A common introduction on Tahiti,  Nuku 

Hiva and Ua Huka. I think I saw more of this and the above species on this trip than I did 
in Australia! 

 
 
MAMMALS 
Polynesian Rat  Rattus exulans: A few observations of this small rodent. One or two of the 

observations could have referred to the rather more potent Black (or House) Rat R. rattus 
but views were often brief and our stone-throwing not accurate enough!!! 

Pacific Flying Fox (Insular F F)  Pteropus tonganus: Up to 50 were seen flapping around the Takitumu 
Conservation Area. This species was introduced from Tonga. 

Bottle-nosed Dolphin  Tursiops truncatus: A very playful pod were seen at the pass into Rangiroa 
Atoll. 

Spinner Dolphin (Long-beaked S D)  Stenella longirostris: A playful pod of about ten joined us off Ua 
Huka. 

Feral Goat  Capra hircus: Common on Ua Huka. 



Top Ten Birds - all photos taken on the tour by Pete Morris

1st POLYNESIAN GROUND-DOVE

2nd Tuamotu Sandpiper

3rd Polynesian Storm-Petrel
 (Sorry - no photo!)

4th Blue Lorikeet
5th Crested Auklet
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5th Nuku Hiva Pigeon

6th Cook Islands Fruit-Dove 

7th Tahiti Reed Warbler

8th= Bristle-thighed Curlew

8th= Tahiti Monarch



8th= Common White Tern (sorry - no picture of the chick!)
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