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It had been three years since our last trip to Africa, a wonderful six week 

trip covering the West coast of South Africa, Namibia, Botswana and a 

small part of Zambia. On that trip we covered over 13,000km and saw a 

wonderful array of new birds. 

 

This trip was obviously designed to see some species whose range was not 

covered in the last trip but we also wanted to do justice to Kruger and not 



zip through at break neck speed so a much more leisurely itinerary was 

agreed. We wanted a better chance to see as many mammals as possible on 

this trip as we saw surprisingly few last time due in no small part to my 

ambitious itinerary aimed at maximising bird numbers. We saw Black 

Rhino, Buffalo and plenty of Elephants and ungulates plus Crocodiles and 

Hippos but not a single cat or Hyena on the last trip so we wanted a chance 

to put that right. 

 

Flights 

I took a flight with Lufthansa from London City Airport to Frankfurt where 

I met Anastasia who flew in from St Petersburg. We then flew together 

with Lufthansa to Johannesburg.  Flights were fairly reasonable at about 

£500. 

 

Security note. 

Johannesburg's O.T Tambo airport has a very bad reputation for the theft of 

baggage, either pilfering from bags or whole bags that just go missing so 

take extra precautions. Our trip was thankfully trouble free in this regard. 

 

Visas 

UK residents can stay for up to 90 days with a visa on arrival but as with 

most places, Russian citizens need a visa in advance. 

 

Health and safety 

Do not walk in bare feet or flip flops! Anastasia stepped on a scorpion on 

our last trip in Etosha, resulting in a very painful, stressful 48 hours. 

Scorpions are EVERYWHERE!  We bought a UV or Black light to look 

for them and they are very numerous. Acacia thorns are another hazard in 

places, vicious spikes which will puncture even a light shoe. 

 

Safety in Kruger 

Stick to speed limits, they are there for the safety of both you and the 

animals.  We were told of a recent event near the park where a young man, 

driving at 100kph, hit a Hippo which had been sleeping on the road, neither 

survived the impact. 

 

We've saw a few incidents where people think nothing of parking 10m 

from a huge bull Elephant or any other large animal for that matter, a 

disaster waiting to happen and on one day it nearly did.  A small Elephant 

got separated from the herd on the side of the road and started mock 

charging a car and in clear distress.  The occupants of the car could be 



heard laughing, that is until the baby cried out in fear and suddenly they 

were surrounded by thirty tons of annoyed, protective bulk. Really hope 

they take something from this. 

 

Caution and common sense must be used when approaching these and 

other large animals.  If they appear nervous or slightly agitated, back off, 

50m at least.  If possible, pre- position your car for a quick getaway, a 

panicked reverse in front of an angry animal could lead to disaster. Be 

patient and wait until it's safe to pass them, slowly, keeping engine noise to 

a minimum.  The same applies to Buffalo, we had one incident where a 

small group were clearly not comfortable with our presence and we had to 

retreat to a safe distance. 

 

En-route to the Malalane gate we were shocked to see a group of two 

young women, a young man and a middle aged man, fully 50m from their 

car, blissfully photographing Giraffes.  I gently (Anastasia disagrees with 

gently!) pointed out the fact that there were Buffalo, Elephant and Lion not 

too far away and one of the young girls looked horrified, shouting at the 

older man 'Lion!!' as if totally unaware of where she was and bolting back 

to the car in her sling back shoes, amazing how these people get through 

life.  

 

Avoid getting out of the car at all costs outside designated areas and even 

then, be aware of your surroundings.  We arrived at the 'Stevenson-

Hamilton' memorial stone where you are advised that you can alight from 

your car. On arrival however, we noted fresh Elephant dung and it wasn't 

long after we tentatively exited the vehicle, that we found the animal that 

had left it, just over the rise and out of sight behind the koppie.  Needless to 

say, our search for Mocking Cliff Chat at this site was over before it began.   

 

Malaria  
A good part of Northern Kruger is in the malarial zone so precautions are 

recommended especially for a visit during the rainy season. Insects were 

not really an issue for us, though we had storms occasionally, it was 

generally extremely dry in the malarial zone. 

 

Weather 

Be prepared for changeable weather, especially at Dullstroom, Mt Sheba, 

Saddleback Pass / Peddlar's Bush and Wakkestroom.  We had bad weather 

at Punda Maria as well where it was cold, wet and windy for two days.  

Expect temperatures between 37 and 15c! 



 

Car hire Done through www.carhire3000.com. A 4x4 is not necessary on 

the route we chose but we opted for a mid range Chevrolet Aveo as it has a 

better road clearance than most in this class, £600 for 30 days.  As it turned 

out, we didn't get the requested Aveo but the Nissan Almera we did get, did 

the job easily. A 4X4 would be a bit more comfortable but isn't a must. 

 

Exchange rate 

A major reason behind our decision to do Africa again this year was the 

exchange rate.  The £ was very strong buying almost R18 for £1 compared 

to R11-12 the last time we were here. Effectively a 50% increase in the 

value of our spending money making things so much more affordable. 

 

Accommodation 

Our last trip was mainly done on a camping basis but there was no need for 

that this time though it is an option in places if you want to keep costs to a 

minimum. All accommodation was booked either through 

www.booking.com/ or for some less touristy destinations not offered by the 

above i.e Barberton and Wakkerstroom  www.safarinow.com/ 

 

Kruger was booked through www.sanparks.org/ 

 

As birders generally start very early in the morning, we would recommend 

self catering where possible as few B+B operators are willing to provide 

even a 0600hrs breakfast.  Most of our accommodation, with the exception 

of a couple of sites in Kruger (too late booking) was very well equipped 

allowing total freedom with meal arrangements.  To avoid wasting time in 

returning to our digs for lunch, especially in Kruger, we would eat 

breakfast and then pack sandwiches and coffee for lunch (I took a flask) 

eating an evening meal on our return.  Gates within Kruger open at 0430hrs 

so we were in bed by 2000hrs most nights to be up at 0400hrs. 



List of accommodation used outside Kruger 

 

Dullstroom - Peace Corner, +27728273921, connie@peacecorner.co.za 

A lovely little spot, convenient for a late evening stroll to the Dam. 

 

Mount Sheba - Log Cabin Village, +27137671974, llprod@global.co.za   

This place is in Graskop and is actually a bit too far away but they did have 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird and Swee Waxbill in the grounds. 

perfectly good but wouldn't recommend it purely on distance to site. 

 

Magoebaskloof - Kurisa Moya, +27 (0)71 658 6980, info@krm.co.za 

Superb location, right inside the forest. 

 

Pafuri - Pafuri River Camp, +27 (0) 82 785 0305, info@pafuri.co.za 

Lovely camp but very basic accommodation 

 

Barberton - Kloofhuis Guesthouse +27 (0) 13 712 4268, 

steve@kloofhuis.co.za 

Convenient, clean and friendly but wouldn't do us an early breakfast 

though he did provide a decent packed 'brekky to go' on one day. 

 

Wakkerstroom - Gables Guesthouse +27 177300945, 

kcbron@jenny.co.za 

Run by enthusiastic birder and retired bird artist Bronwen Mellor Davidson  

who also organised guides for us. 

 

http://www.wakkerstroom.co.za/the-gables/ 

 

Guides used.  

We don't generally like to use guides, preferring instead to find our own 

birds, however the scale of some sites, the number of target species plus is 

no small part the strength of the UK Pound, persuaded us that rather than 

miss birds altogether, we would and it worked very well. Some species e.g 

Botha's and Rudd's Larks at Wakkestroom will not be seen without a guide 

unless you are extremely lucky and as well as specific target species you 

will also pick up other bits and pieces that might be tricky without a good 

knowledge of calls e.g Pale-crowned Cisticola which Lucky found for us. 

 

All are extremely competent, professional and highly recommended. we 

were charged an average of R400 for a half day which we would enhance 

with a tip as we were very satisfied with the service. 



 

Kurisa Moya David and Paul at were both used on separate days. 

 

Due to the complex system of unmarked trails and roads, we asked both 

David and Paul if they would mind driving our car rather than be 

constantly relaying instructions to the driver, this they did happily. 

 

Pafuri picnic site, Kruger Frank Mbaso, just turn up and find him. 

 

Wakkestroom.   

 

Lucky who is a full time employee of Birdlife SA. 

 

Norman, a freelance guide, was also used when Lucky wasn't available and 

he is as good at least, as Lucky with the added bonus of having Bush 

Blackcap in his garden!  

 

Both Lucky and Norman can be contacted through Birdlife SA at their 

wetland offices in Wakkestroom or your guesthouse may be able to contact 

them directly as ours did. 

 

Itinerary 

Distances and timings are as given by Google maps 

We found the roads to be either confusingly signed or not signed at all so 

allow at least double stated times. 

 

4th Nov Arrive Johannesburg and drive to Dullstroom  (243km approx 

2.5hrs.) 

5th Nov Dullstroom. 

6th Nov Dullstroom. 

7th Nov Drive to Mt Sheba (129km 2hrs.) 

8th Nov Mount Sheba Nature Reserve 

9th Nov Mount Sheba 

10th Nov Drive to Magoebaskloof  (166km 2hrs 10)   

11th Nov Magoebaskloof  area 

12th Nov Magoebaskloof  area 

13th Nov Drive to Pafuri River Camp.  Note, we decided to stay here, 

6km outside the Pafuri entrance to Kruger so that we were never rushing to 

arrive before the park gates closed, allowing a much more leisurely drive 

from Kurisa Moya. 

14th Nov Pafuri Camp and surrounds 



 

Kruger National park       

         

15th Nov  Drove from Pafuri River Camp  to Punda Maria (76km 3hrs) 

16th Nov Punda Maria. 

17th Nov Drove / birding to Shingwedzi Rest Camp  overnight. (71km 

3hrs) 

18th Nov Around Shingwedzi area 

19th Nov Drove to Mopani overnight. (63km 2hrs 30) 

20th Nov  Drove to Letaba overnight here. (47km 2hrs) 

21st Nov Drove to and stay at Olifants (32km 1hr 30) 

22nd Nov Drove to Satara and overnight here. ( 54km 2hrs) 

23rd Nov Around Satara 

24th Nov Drove to Skukuza (93km 4hrs) 

25th Nov Skukuza - Lower Sabie 

26th Nov Drove to Pretoriuskop and overnight. (49km 2hrs) 

27th Nov Pretoriuskop camp and area. AM - Birding between Pretoriuskop 

and Berg-en-Dal PM 

28th Nov Exit  Kruger National Park via Malalane Gate and drove to 

Barberton for Saddleback pass and Pedler's Bush   

29th Nov Saddleback pass and Peddlar's Bush  

30th Nov Arrive Wakkerstroom late afternoon 

1st Dec Wakkerstroom  

2nd Dec Wakkerstroom  

3rd Dec Wakkerstroom AM then drove to Johannesburg, flight home at 

1940hrs 

 

 

A few specialities of each site 

 

Species in bold are especially rare, have few sites or are just plain sexy!  

 

Dullstroom - Highland grassland 

 

African Rail, Red-chested Flufftail, Ground Woodpecker, Sentinel 

Rock-Thrush, Rufous-chested Sparrowhawk, Southern Bald Ibis, 

Gurney's Sugarbird, Wattled Crane, Blue Crane, Denham's Bustard, 

Pale-crowned Cisticola, Black-winged Lapwing, Cape Eagle Owl, 

Yellow-breasted Pipit, Buff-streaked Chat. 

 

Mount Sheba - Forest and grassland 



 

Orange Ground-Thrush, Wing-snapping Cisticola, Buff-streaked Chat, 

Gurneys Sugarbird, White-starred Robin, Southern Tchagra, Yellow-

streaked Greenbul, Barratt's Warbler, Red-necked Spurfowl, Narina 

Trogon, Buff-spotted Flufftail. 

 

Magoebaskloof  - Forest. 

 

Black-fronted Bush-Shrike, Cape Parrot, Bat Hawk, Chorister Robin-

Chat, Brown Scrub-Robin, White-starred Robin, Knysna Turaco, 

Orange Ground-Thrush, Narina Trogon, Buff-spotted Flufftail, African 

Crowned Eagle, African Emerald Cuckoo, Grey Cuckooshrike, Yellow-

streaked Greenbul, Green Twinspot, Mountain Wagtail, Blue Swallow, 

Barratt's Warbler.   

 

Saddleback pass and Peddlar's Bush - Forest 

 

Orange Ground-Thrush, Brown Scrub-Robin, Narina Trogon, Knysna 

Turaco, Yellow-streaked Greenbul, Bush Blackcap, Chorister Robin-

Chat, White-starred Robin, Grey Cuckooshrike, Barratt's Warbler, 

Square-tailed Drongo, Scaly-throated Honeyguide, African Emerald 

Cuckoo, Buff-spotted Flufftail, Olive Sunbird, Olive Woodpecker, Green 

Twinspot, Forest Canary, Gurneys Sugarbird, Broad-tailed Warbler, 

Drakensberg Prinia, Buff-streaked Chat. 

 

Wakkerstroom - Grassland, forest, wetland, cliffs and gorges 

 

Southern Bald Ibis, Sentinel Rock-Thrush, Buff-streaked Chat, Bush 

Blackcap, Drakensberg Prinia, Rudd's Lark, Eastern Long-billed Lark, 

Pink-billed Lark, Botha's Lark, Yellow-breasted Pipit, African Rail, 

Pale-crowned Cisticola. Red-winged Francolin, Ground Woodpecker, 

Denham's Bustard, Blue Korhaan, Barrow's Korhaan, Grey-crowned 

Crane, Blue Crane, Black-winged Lapwing,  

 

Pafuri River Camp 6km outside Kruger's Pafuri Gate.  

At the first opportunity we drove to the park gate and sorted our Wildcard 

allowing unfettered access to the park. 

 

Arnot's Chat, African Finfoot, Eastern Nicator, Mottled Spinetail, 

Bohm's Spinetail, Horus Swift, Crested Guineafowl, Black-throated 

Wattle-eye, White-throated Robin-Chat, Jameson's Firefinch, Purple-



crested Turaco, Pel's Fishing Owl, African Finfoot, Gorgeous Bush-

Shrike, African Crowned Eagle, Narina Trogon, Tambourine Dove. 

 

 

Note that for a stay within Kruger of more than a few days, it's worth 

obtaining a 'Wildcard' for significant savings on the daily conservation 

fee. Wildcards can be purchased on arrival at most if not all entry points to 

the park, can be used at numerous other parks and are valid for one year. 

 

www2.sanparks.org/wild_new/ 

 

 

Kruger National Park 

 

Spring / early summer is the best time for birding in Kruger but statistically 

the worst for game viewing though we had read varying reports and 

remained fairly hopeful.  Animals will have dispersed as the early summer 

rain makes water easier to find and the predators scatter with them. As 

summer progresses, tall vegetation can limit viewing opportunities as well 

but early summer, before the grass grows too high would seem to be the 

least, worst time to go! 

 

Punda Maria 

White-throated Robin-Chat, African Scops Owl, Eastern Nicator, Narina 

Trogon, White-breasted Cuckooshrike, Pennant-winged Nightjar, 

Arnot's Chat, Dickinsnon's Kestrel, Harlequin Quail, Lesser Moorhen, 

Black Coucal, 

 

Animals listed for the area include Nyala, Sharpe’s Grysbok, Wild Dog, 

Zebra 

 

Shingwedzi 

Collared Palm-Thrush, Saddle-billed Stork, Giant Eagle Owl 

 

Animals listed for the area include Elephant , African Rock Python, 

Spotted Hyena  

 

Mopani 

Rufous-winged Cisticola, Kori Bustard, Red-crested Korhaan, Black-

bellied Bustard, Harlequin Quail. 

 



Animals listed for the area include Elephant, Lion, Hippopotamus, Nile 

Crocodile 

 

Letaba 

African Barred Owlet 

 

Olifants 

Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike, Grey-headed Bush-Shrike, Mocking 

Cliff-Chat 

 

Satara 

Kori Bustard, Southern Ground Hornbill, Harlequin Quail, 

Kurrichane Thrush, Lesser Spotted Eagle, Bennet's Woodpecker, 

Brown-headed Parrot, African Scops Owl, Groundscraper Thrush, 

Pearl-spotted Owlet, Red-capped Robin-Chat. 

 

An especially good site for Honey Badger, warnings not to feed them are 

posted in all bungalows and our bin did get raided during the night 

 

Animals listed for the area include Lion, Giraffe, Blue Wildebeest, Honey 

Badger 

 

Taken from the park website 

 

'Large cats are frequently spotted in the Muzadzeni area, where a 

large and successful Lion pride operates, or along the 5100 route 

that runs east from Satara Camp, hugging the bank of the N'wanetsi 

stream. This stretch is especially productive in winter when the 

veld is dry, and Lion and Leopard lie waiting to ambush thirsty 

Antelope that swarm in large herds to drink at the few remaining 

pools of water. Although there are no major rivers, there are 

watercourses lined with well-developed trees. There are 3 dams and 

6 waterholes in the area, offering you plenty of opportunity to spot 

the Big Five.' 

 

Skukuza 

Grey Tit-Flycatcher, Burnt-necked Eremomela, White-throated Robin-

Chat, White-browed Robin-Chat, Red-capped Robin-Chat, Kurrichane 

Thrush, Orange-breasted Bush-Shrike, Grey-headed Bush-Shrike, 

African Finfoot. Yellow-billed Hornbill, Mocking Cliff-Chat, Striped 

Pipit, Bushveld Pipit, Grey Penduline-Tit, Coqui Francolin, African 



Cuckoo, Black Cuckooshrike, Pallid Flycatcher, Stierling's Wren-

Warbler, Thick-billed Cuckoo. 

 

Animals listed for the area include Fruit Bat, Thick–tailed Bush Baby, 

Warthog, Spotted Hyena 

 

Pretoriuskop 

Grey Penduline-Tit, Brown-headed Parrot, Purple-crested Turaco, 

Gorgeous Bush-Shrike, Mocking Cliff-Chat, Striped Pipit, Bushveld 

Pipit, Southern Boubou, White-throated Robin-Chat, Lizard Buzzard, 

Flappet Lark, Yellow-throated Longclaw, Pallid Flycatcher, freckled 

Nightjar. 

 

Animals listed for the camp include Sable Antelope, Lichtenstein’s 

Hartebeest, Wild Dog , Kudu 

 

Literature used 

Southern African Birdfinder, Cohen, Spottiswoode and Rossouw. 

Absolutely invaluable in planning any trip to the region. It includes a very 

useful pull out map with all sites clearly plotted. As with any publication of 

this type, things change so some double checking is advised. 

 

My only gripe with this book is that it's very poorly bound and fell apart 

before it even left home. I ended up detaching the relevant parts to take and 

left the rest of the book at home and am currently on my third book. 

 

Birds of Southern Africa Fourth edition SASOL 2011, Sinclair, Hockey, 

Tarboton and Ryan.  

Birds of Southern Africa, 2011, Sinclair, Hockey, Tarboton and Ryan. 

Fourth edition SASOL  

 

Field guide to the Butterflies of South Africa Steve Woodhall, excellent, 

comprehensive guide 

Field guide to the Butterflies of Southern Africa, Migdoll an excellent 

book to use alongside the above. 

 

A guide to the Reptiles of South Africa Alexander and Marais a bit 

generic and often not much help. 

A complete guide to the Snakes of Southern Africa Johan Marais, 

excellent book. 

 



Kingdon guide to African Mammals often useless, especially with Bats 

and Mongoose species, can't wait for Mark Andrews new book to appear. 

 

Maps 

2013 'Map Studio'  1: 5 500 000  scale South Africa road atlas. Perfectly 

adequate, but South African roads are often not well maintained and 

signage is often confusing or absent. Be aware of the very heavily pot 

holed roads in many places around Mpumalanga in particular.  Hit one of 

these bad boys at 100kph and it's goodbye front axel! 

 

Day 1. 

Arrived 'Joburg' about 1000hrs and by the time we had collected the car 

(driven round the airport twice) and hit the road, it was midday. Nothing 

special en-route but did pick up Long-tailed Widowbird and African Black 

swift.  Arrived in Dullstroom at 'Peace Corner' late afternoon. This place is 

very aptly named thought the resident Hadeda Ibis do their best to ruin the 

peace!  Having been there for half an hour, two Grey Crowned Cranes flew 

over the digs.  Common birds here included Olive Thrush and Cape Robin 

Chat. 

 

Day 2. 

A very warm day after a pretty cold start. Drove over the Santa Pass above 

Dullstroom. Failed to get Ground Woodpecker at the site given in SABF 

but did get at least three Buff-streaked Chat there.  Right up on top in the 

grasslands, Eastern Long-billed Larks were common and a single Sentinel 

Rock Thrush was seen. The usual assortment of common birds were had 

including a nice Cape Longclaw which subsequently proved to be common 

and a male Malachite Sunbird. 

 

Day 3. 

A cold and very misty start to the day. Over the pass again and this time we 

scored big.  I was elated when Anastasia spotted a covey of Red-winged 

Francolins which showed very well for photos in the mist. 

 

Half an hour later as we scanned a huge area of burned grassland 

(controlled burn), I picked up two very distant shapes.  Size was right, 

feeding action was right, run for the scope, yes, two Denham's Bustards!!!  

As I basked in the glory of these birds, Anastasia suggested we try to drive 

closer, a good idea but just as we got in the car a male Pallid Harrier 

swooped past, superb!  We did drive closer to where the Bustards had been 

but they had disappeared.  The Pallid was now providing a surreal show, 



even when he was on the blacked ground, he seemed to light up a one 

meter square around him such was the contrast. 

 

Surprised to miss the supposedly 'common' Yellow-breasted Pipit? 

 

 

 

Day 4. 

Early departure for Mount Sheba, arrived around 0800hrs.  On arrival we 

quickly nailed White-starred Robin and Yellow-throated Woodland 

Warbler.  Later, we found a pair of Knysna Turacos in a fruiting tree which 

duly obliged for photos.  The weather turned cold and foggy and we lost 

what remained of the day to bad weather.  Heavy, intermittent rain 

punctuated the night. 

  

 

 

Day 5. 

Again the weather was awful and we thought we might lose the day at one 

point but decided to try for Orange Ground Thrush anyway.  It was so 

unpleasant, cold, gloomy and very wet, that we wanted to avoid walking on 

the trails as much as we could so I thought I'd try the tape from the road 

adjacent to the 'Wagon trail'.  Previous experience in Asia has taught me 

that Thrushes love nothing better than a gloomy, foggy , damp, roadside 

verge. Within thirty seconds, a bird swooped in and after we turned off the 

tape, fed unconcernedly on the roadside for five minutes. This is a 

speciality of the site so we really wanted to get this bird here though we did 

have further chances later on if we failed. 



 

The afternoon saw a huge improvement in the weather so we decide on the 

'Lost city' trail.  We failed to see either Buff-streaked Chat, Cape Rock 

Thrush or the Sugarbird.  We walked back to the car and as we did so, 

other rocky areas could be seen a few hundred meters away so we decided 

to check them out for the Rock Thrush and after half an hour or so we 

found a pair and again they sat superbly for photos.  The drive down the 

hill surprised us with two more Red-winged Francolins. 

 

Day 6.  

Last day at Mount Sheba and the weather turned very warm.  The drive to 

the site from Graskop (a logistical faux pas as it's 40km away) started the 

day off with a tick for me in the from of a roadside Southern Boubou.  

Later on the main road in the res, a mixed flock provided my second tick of 

the day with a pair of Grey Cuckoo-shrikes and we finally caught up with 

the so far elusive Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher. 

 

Outside our apartment and two metres from our room, a Greater Double-

collared Sunbird, a tick for me that we missed at Mt Sheba and proved to 

be the only sighting of the trip! As I write, Anastasia has just had a tick, the 

biting kind and her first! 

 

Day 7. 

A note re water at Kurisa Moya 

Despite being assured that the water here is safe to drink, Anastasia found 

that nine out of ten glasses contained some kind of wriggling worm or 

fluke so probably best to take bottled drinking water to be sure. 

 

Kurisa Moya, a network of unmarked tracks.  Such an big area, so many 

target birds and relatively little time lead us to hire a guide on day one for 

Short-clawed Lark.  Paul our guide, was friendly and knowledgeable and 

we soon had the Lark and later another target bird, Olive Bush-Shrike. 

Burnt-necked Eremomela, Diederic Cuckoo and other common birds were 

noted plus an Indian Peafowl.  As dusk was descending, Anastasia's keen 

eyes picked up a bird sitting just below our veranda, it was to be the only 

sighting of Tambourine Dove. 

 

We missed the Bald Ibis at Limpopo University golf course. 

 



 

Day 8.   

Today we went out with David, the senior guide at the lodge.  A long day 

started at Limpopo University golf course for Southern Bald Ibis which we 

missed yesterday at the same site.  On to the Bat Hawk site where the male 

was sat looking very miserable in damp, cold conditions.  the females head 

could also be seen as she sat on the nest. The weather has been a problem, 

very changeable and often wet and cold.  Soon added Magpie Manikin, 

Purple Crested Turaco and Grey-rumped Swallow at Tzaneen Dam. 

 

 

Day 9. 

Drove to Pafuri, mainly a travel day so not much seen.   

 

Day 10. 

A first full day on site and it nearly ended in tragedy. As Anastasia and I 

walked in the camp grounds, she spotted two Buffalo and a very serious 

situation soon unfolded.  We stood, frozen to the spot as we were all too 

aware that this was a very dangerous moment. They passed us by 

nervously and could be heard as they ran then stopped then ran again, 

unseen in the deep bush.  All to soon it was clear that a terrible incident had 

taken place as shouting was heard then a chilling scream rang out followed 

by two gun shots.   

 

The Buffalo which it turns out was already wounded by poachers and thus 

even more dangerous, had come upon two unsuspecting British birders and 

seriously injured one of them. He had taken the full force of the enraged 

animal and had been tossed through the air. The sixty six year old man who 



we had enjoyed an early morning 'cuppa' with not half an hour previously, 

was laid semi conscious when we arrived with a gaping wound in his side 

which we later found out had perforated his lung.  His companion had been 

knocked under a bush by the animal which probably saved his life as it 

could not get a run at him and the small trees in the area bore the scars of 

the infuriated animals wrath. We went to our tent to get our first aid kit but 

the Buffalo, even more dangerous with a further two 9mm rounds in it's 

side, was just thirty metres from our place so the whole camp remained 

unsafe and on lockdown until the situation was resolved. The injured man's 

wound was cleaned and dressed then he was loaded on to a flatbed truck 

and taken to the mine doctor at Tshikondine after which he was airlifted to 

Polokwane where he underwent life saving surgery.  Over a month later 

and the news we have is that he is unfortunately still gravely ill and on a 

ventilator, unable to breath unassisted. 

 

The two shots which saved his life were fired by a South African fisherman 

who was luckily armed. He had rushed to the sound of the commotion 

fearing that his kids were being attacked.  Kruger Park was called in and 

the Buffalo was tracked and shot later that day.  Our hosts at the camp were 

mortified, in it's more than twenty year history, nothing like this had ever 

happened and it could so easily have been Anastasia and I that were 

attacked. 

 

The rest of the day passed quietly but we had been give a hard lesson in 

how easily things can go wrong in the wild.  I ticked Orange-breasted Bush 

Shrike and later we met with Frank Mbaso at Pafuri picnic site. He soon 

got us the Wattle-eyed Flycatcher and Lemon-fronted Canary at Crooks 

Corner but the mood was very flat. 

 

 

Day 11. 

Another day at Pafuri and our target today was Crested Guineafowl which 

eluded us yesterday. Again no luck after six hours driving around what we 

knew were likely spots and I feared we might miss this bird altogether.  A 



big compensation bird came my way with a pair of Saddle-billed Storks at 

Crooks Corner, a bird I had long wanted to see and we were to see plenty 

more. 

 

Day 12. 

We left Pafuri with no Guineafowl and I was a concerned that our chance 

had gone for this species but we needn't have worried.  Checked in at our 

first Kruger camp, Punda Maria to find a day sack and bathroom bag had 

been left in our room so I gave it to reception.  We later found out that the 

room had been double booked to a park ranger and that there was loaded 

Elephant gun under my bed! 

 

Day 13. 

Punda Maria and what terrible weather again! We were very limited as to 

what we could do so opted for a drive around the Mahonie Loop where we 

saw Martial Eagle and Grey-headed parrot, both perched.  A late afternoon 

walk produced about fifteen Crested Guineafowl within 100m of our 

bungalow, panic over! 

 

Our booked 'Sunset drive' to try for Pennant-winged Nightjar was a cold, 

wet, miserable affair but we did get the bird though it didn't display as it 

had for others. 

 

 

 

Day 14. 

Punda Maria and again the weather was awful.  We woke early and soon 

had Nicator in the bag but the day was a total washout.  Two Nicators were 

in territory around the top of the entrance to the 'tented camp'. Drove 

around the 'Mahonie Loop' again then on to Shingwedze. 

 



 

 

Day 15. 

Shingwedze, tried all around the camp for Red-crowned Robin-Chat but no 

luck, did see White-browed.  Drove 25km of the S50. Had nice views of 

Hippo out of the water for the first time and one had a very young baby 

with her.  It was generally unproductive so we returned and did the S56 

Where we had Grey-headed Parrot and a pair of perched African Hawk 

Eagles. An unidentified Nightjar flew over our bungalow at dusk.  Fell 

asleep to the sound of Lions not far away outside camp, roarsome! 

 

Day 16. 

Drove to Mopani via the 'Tropic of Capricorn loop' but before we got there, 

we had a twenty five minute hold up as a herd of c500 Cape Buffalo 

crossed the road, tremendous sight, with the added bonus of three 

attendant, nomadic Wattled Starlings which we missed on our last trip. On 

the main road we had two Red-crested Korhaan and on the loop, two Kori 

Bustards but none of the hoped for Black-bellied. On arrival in to Mopani 

we were greeted with a very obliging African Cuckoo, nice bonus.  Very 

warm by late afternoon and we were a bit lazy today.  A lovely addition to 

the day was the emergence of a colony of maybe a hundred Ansorge's 

Free-tailed Bats from the roof of our bungalow. 

 

Day 17. 

A very mediocre day, very hot and little bird activity.  Many migrants are 

still to arrive due to the lack of rain and Kruger is like a desert with little or 

no water in most rivers and channels. 

 

Drove the 'Tropic of Capricorn loop' again hoping for Black-bellied 

Bustard but again, not a sniff.  En-route to Letaba produced two Red-

crested Korhaans and a nice Gabar Goshawk which sat just long enough 

for a quick pic. A late afternoon drive to the Matambeni hide produced one 

more Red-crested Korhaan but other than that, just Crocs and Hippos.  



Bennet's Woodpecker has been seen numerous times on tracks feeding on 

ants and being very approachable. 

 

No cats seen so far, missed a pair of Hyena by ten minutes this morning at 

the drinking station on the 'Tropic of Capricorn loop'. 

 

 

 

Day 18. 

Drove to the Mantambeni hide again but very quiet then to and around 

Mopani. Despite the daily sightings map being riddled with Leopard 

sightings and even Wild Dog by early morning, not a sniff for us again.  It's 

getting to the point where birding is suffering as we drive around hopefully 

looking for cats with little reward so far. 

 

Birding produced one lifer with Ashy Flycatcher in the camp and other 

highlights were two more Ground Hornbills and a Kori Bustard.  A notable 

day for Saddle-billed Stork with six seen including four together.  This is a 

bird that was very high on my 'must see' list. Red-chested Cuckoo is now 

silent, saw one today but haven't heard one for about a week when 

previously they were an ever present background song.  A cracking male 

Double-banded Sandgrouse was another highlight. 

 

 

Day 19. 

Mopani, a decent mammal day at last!  As we sat on the patio of our 

bungalow, Hyenas could be heard down on the valley floor.  We left camp 



after an hours birding and within half an hour, a Spotted Hyena was seen 

on the road and he walked right past the car, excellent. 
 

A few hours later and we were treated to the sight of a male and female 

Lion.  She was presumably in oestrus as he shadowed her constantly and 

one tentative effort was made to cover her.  We were with her them for 

about an hour before they tired of us and wandered off for some alone time 

in the bush. 
 

There was a huge storm last night, I mean HUGE and it seemed to trigger a 

mini termite emergence.  This proved to our advantage as the first two 

birds seen were Diederik's and Klaas's Cuckoos, the latter being a new bird 

for me and both feeding on termites..  These were followed by a nice flock 

of Retz's Helmet Shrikes but no Grey-headed Bush-Shrike unfortunately.  
 

The day ended nicely with several Brown-headed Parrots at Satara, in trees 

right outside reception and ten metres from them was a nice roosting 

African Scops Owl. 

 

 

Day 20. 

Great start to the day at Satara  with a Spotted Hyena walking towards the 

car. Three hundred metres later and we were watching a Cheetah standing 

atop a small log and posing for the camera.  It soon slinked in to the bushes 

and out for sight but we saw it again briefly as it walked through the 

bushes. It had apparently killed a baby Impala and promptly had it stolen 

by a Spotted Hyena. 

 

A little further on was a freshly killed Buffalo, we were told that a male 

Lion killed it but why would he take such a risk in tackling such dangerous 

prey only to leave his meal completely untouched?  Anyway, over a few 

hours, we revisited the carcass several times and finally some five hours 

later, it was covered in writhing, squabbling Vultures.   Three Lappet-

faced, c50 White-backed and one Marabou were on the carcass.  A single 



Cape Vulture was sitting alone in a tree a little further away and further 

away still were two White-headed Vultures with a small carcass of their 

own, couldn't see what it was though. A generally quiet bird day with still 

no sign of Red-capped Robin-Chat, beginning to wonder if we'll get it at 

all? Few highlights but another two Red-crested Korhaan's , two more Kori 

Bustards and two African Hawk-Eagles. 

 

At 1300 hours we were told of a big male Lion on the road near the camp 

and were again lucky. We didn't see him on our first pass but on returning, 

could see his huge head through a bush before he walked majestically in to 

full view to pose amazingly then cross the road in front of our car and out 

of sight. A late afternoon drive was very worthwhile with our first White 

Rhino's, four and six more Spotted Hyenas.  On return to our bungalow,  

Anastasia spotted a cat which turned out to be African Wildcat. 

 

A night drive produced Common Genet and nice views of Verreaux's eagle 

Owl despatching a scorpion. 

 

 

 

Day 21. 

Another 0400hrs alarm and a very hot day started with a visit to yesterdays 

Buffalo carcass which had a single Spotted Hyena, two Silver-backed 

Jackals  and a few White-backed Vultures. Another Hyena was seen 

retreating in to a den below the roadside. 

 

Birds en-route to Skukuza, two more groups of Ground hornbill's were 

seen four and three respectively. Surely the park estimate of seven hundred 

birds is wrong?  Four Kori Bustards and one Red-crested Korhaan.  The 

first Lanner of the trip plus we are now seeing European Rollers and Lesser 

Grey Shrike, absent until now.  My only tick of the last two days came 

with a juvenile Lesser -spotted Eagle. Another huge storm has cut short our 

activities today but in a brief respite, lots of stuff started to sing including a 



tree top Purple-crested Turaco and Black-collared Barbet, Bearded scrub-

Robin, White-throated and White-browed Robin-Chats. The storm is 

raging as we sit on our small veranda, hope it rains all night! 

 

The food in Kruger, especially at the 'Mug and Bean' franchises, has been 

pretty underwhelming but here at Skukuza's 'Cattle Baron', it's a step up in 

class. Had an 'all you can eat' buffet today including some lovely lamb, 

best 'scran' of the trip so far! 

 

Day 22. 

Around Skukuza and Lower Sabie.  Early hour around the camp and Red-

capped Robin-Chat still eludes us despite seeing White-throated and 

White-browed. The days mammal highlights were two Lionesses, two 

Cheetahs which posed beautifully and a single White Rhino. We also 

missed Lions feeding on a fresh Buffalo kill. 

 

A first attempt at Mocking Cliff Chat at the 'Stevenson Hamilton' memorial 

stone given in SABF had to be aborted due to the presence of an Elephant 

but we located another Koppie and were soon watching a pair, another 

male was seen the Mlondozi Dam picnic site. We did have Green-capped 

Eremomela at the memorial and a pair of lovely small, blue tailed  

Rainbow Skinks. 

 

Along the Mlondozie Road, we picked up a bird we thought we should 

have had by now, Black-bellied Bustard. A lovely bird, showed very well 

calling atop a termite mound. Saddle-billed Stork was represented well 

again with another six birds. Several juvenile Lesser-spotted Eagles, a 

Hooded Vulture and a juvenile Bateleur were seen on the road feeding on 

ants. 

 

Night drive was terrible, what a waste of money. The driver/spotter was 

useless and I had an altercation with an idiot who kept talking to the driver 

and distracting him.  This same individual was fifteen minutes late and 

only made the trip as we had waited for someone else. He also  arrived 

without having filled in the obligatory indemnity waiver, then asked if the 

driver could charge his phone for him. He was ill prepared for the weather 

and when he couldn't get a blanket from the driver, he clambered in to the 

drivers cab where he played with his phone for ten minutes before 

spending the last forty minutes of the drive asleep! 

 



 

Day 23. 

Another  good day!  

Our early start saw us around the camp very early 0500hrs and again 

failing to see Red-capped Robin-Chat so that's a dip now! Only one new 

bird today, a quite drab one in the form of Grey Penduline Tit.  Also saw 

three Red-crested Korhaan, one Kori Bustard and two more Ground 

Hornbills. 

 

We left the camp to return to the Buffalo kill from yesterday where we 

narrowly missed Lions.  When we arrived, several Spotted Hyenas were 

tucking in to a now almost skeletonised carcase but the drama came when a 

huge male Lion charged in to see them off.  All 200kgs of tooth and claw 

powered over fifty metres in the blink of an eye causing one fleeing Hyena 

to collide with the carcase almost to his cost.  The Lion continued to prowl 

for a few minutes then faded in to the bush. 

 

We drove to Lower Sabi again and returned for a very late lunch to the 

'Cattle Baron' and departed soon after for our next camp, Pretoriuskop.  En-

route we got amazingly lucky with five Wild Dogs at the roadside, dozing 

then waking for some bonding play, wonderful.  A little further on were 

two adult Spotted Hyenas, one suckling three young pups. 

 

An amazing count of eight White Rhino today but more drama en-route to 

Pretoriuskop when we stopped in at a water hole.  As usual, the water hole 

was inhabited by dozens of Egyptian Geese.  A big splash on the far bank 

of the lake and there was one less.  A big Crocodile had grabbed one and 

we watched and listed as it gulped and swallowed all at the same time.  

Even at some 100m we could hear the bones of the unfortunate Goose 

being crunched.   

 

Anastasia is in her element hand feeding two Guineafowl outside our 

bungalow. 

 



 

Day 24. 

Pretoriuskop, we were absolutely knackered today after another 0400hrs 

start. Came back to the bungalow for a siesta after lunch at Skukuza.  Not 

much mammal activity today, a couple of Mongoose species, Dwarf and 

Slender including a small clan of the former in our kitchen looking for 

bugs behind the fridge, One White Rhino and a few Elephant. 

 

We started at Shabeni Koppi to try for Gorgeous Bush-Shrike but there 

seems to be no suitable habitat there now with clear evidence of fire.  No 

birds were heard at all.  The same can be said of Grey-headed Bush-Shrike 

through all sites where it's supposed to occur. 

 

Bird highlights came in the form of three new birds for me with Red-

collared Widowbird, common at Shabeni Koppi where we also got Lazy 

Cisticola.  Later, between Pretoriuskop and Skukuza, we flushed two birds 

from the roadside down the second turn off which perched and proved to 

be Yellow-throated Longclaw. Mocking Cliff Chat was seen at almost 

every suitable location today. 

 

Weather continues to be unpredictable, rain we expected but not the drop in 

temperature.  Some days have been in he high 30's but mornings and a 

couple of night drives have been chilly and windy. 

 

 

 

Day 25. 



An early start as usual, this time making our way down to the Malalene 

gate via a breakfast stop at Berg-en-Dal.  A super start to the day was had 

as we joined the dirt road on the first part of the journey and encountered a 

pack of seven more Wild Dogs, how lucky is that! At least one Dog had a 

radio collar on. 

 

Left the park and drove to Barberton ready for Saddle back Pass and 

Peddlers Bush.  Drove up for a 'recce' and lucky we did. We found the 

track described in SABF but it wasn't far enough away so we ended up 

doing almost 12km on this track and after the indigenous forest gave way 

to plantation again, we knew something was wrong.  We turned back and 

entered  the only track that seemed likely and were proved right. How can 

SABF be so far out on this distance? So, to get to this site, travel exactly 

8km from the tar road and turn right.  It goes first in to Pine plantation but 

as SABF states, keep right at two splits in the track.  We parked at the 

second split which is 700m from the start of this turn off. 

 

Day 26. 

Back in fleeces again and up the Saddleback Pass and in to Peddlers Bush, 

very mediocre day with a strong chilly wind and grey sky.  Long-crested 

Eagle, Knysna and Purple-crested Turacos, Chorister Robin-Chat and 

Olive Bush-Shrike were seen. Despite being heard several times, Emerald 

Cuckoo eludes us and was not at all tape responsive. This weekend was a 

'Big Bird weekend'  here and we  met a number of South African birders 

and some overseas guides from Kruger who were  taking part. Some South 

Africans told us of a tape responsive Emerald  Cuckoo and Bush Blackcap 

but we had no luck with either. 

 

Had a lovely piece of battered Hake from the fish and chip shop next to the 

petrol station in Barberton. 

 

Day 27. 

Up at 0300hrs to have another crack at Peddlers Bush but the weather was 

foul again, damp, windy and cold. Saw some good birds but none of our 

targets e.g Bush Blackcap, Brown Scrub Robin or Emerald Cuckoo.  

Chorister Robin-Chat is a Royal pain in the arse, mimics everything, 

especially Emerald Cuckoo. We did see three Grey Cuckoo-Shrike, one 

Orange Ground Thrush, one Yellow-crowned Woodland Warbler and 

about eight Knysna Turaco. Anastasia also found a very newly fledge 

African Wood Owl. 

 



After about three hours, we left Barberton for Wakkerstroom and a few 

miles from our destination we hit the mother of all storms (see pic below).  

Hail was hitting our car so hard for twenty minutes or so that we really 

feared damage to the bodywork or a broken window but we survived 

unscathed. 

 

Arrived in Wakkerstroom and checked in to our digs, waited an hour or so 

for a window in the weather then headed for the wetlands area run by 

Birdlife South Africa.  As Anastasia sat photographing some lovely male 

Bishops, a strange bird landed on the feeders.  My first Red-throated 

Wryneck, get in!  We had intended to walk to 'Crane hide' for dusk in the 

hope of Red-chested Flufftail but it was mission aborted again as half way 

down the track, the heavens opened again and we were soaked.  

 

No one would believe me, this is the third night we've been sat snuggling 

up to a cosy wood fire and my new enthusiasm for fire starting has become 

a source of amusement, summer in Africa!  Hoping for a clear day 

tomorrow. 

 

   
 

Day 28. 

Note that in Wakkestroom, many shops and businesses are closed on 

Monday and Tuesday 

 

A very early start and a drive around E2-E8 as described in 'Tarboton' 

produced just the common stuff, no Botha's or Rudd's Larks. Not even 

Blue-bellied Korhaan which wasn't even heard.  Whiskered Tern and a 

single Blue Crane were the morning highlights leading us to make the 

decision to hire a guide. An afternoon with 'Lucky' from Birdlife SA 

produced some excellent birds and we can highly recommend his services. 

First up was Pale-crowned Cisticola as we searched for Botha's Lark which 

came next. Then we had a trio of Blue Korhaan and a Rufous-chested 

Sparrowhawk then dashed in front of the car. Twenty Southern Bald Ibis 

were followed by the next big birds, Rudd's Lark which gave us a real run 



around before we got views. A single Black-bellied Bustard was followed 

by twenty three Blue and four Grey-crowned Cranes.  Ropey views of two 

Yellow-breasted Pipits were last but I won't be ticking them until I 

hopefully get better views. 

 

I must say that some of the advice in Warwick Tarboton's guide seems 

optimistic at best and does lead to unrealistic expectations.  It may have 

been true when written but certainly in relation to Botha's and Rudd's 

Larks, claims that they may be roadside birds are highly questionable and 

without a guide they will not , in my opinion, be seen!  If you only have a 

couple of days here, with the exchange rate as it is, guides are cheap and 

will find birds for you. 

 

Day 29. 

Started with an overlay as the alarm didn't go off but it was extremely 

misty outside with visibility down to 20m in some places.  We set off in 

hope of better views of yesterdays Yellow-breasted Pipit but it was soon 

clear that higher up, where we needed to be, was shrouded in mist.  We 

decided to try the wetland area instead, hoping for African Rail.  Didn't see 

the Rail but had a nice Whiskered Tern and a Little Bittern. 

 

Returned to the Pipit site eventually, with no luck at first we just played the 

recording speculatively.  Eventually Saw two birds really well and heard 

others about 1km from yesterdays sighting.    

 

We headed out to Zaaihoek Dam in the afternoon to try for Ground 

Woodpecker, a bird I have wanted to see badly.  We arrived, played the 

call and got an immediate response.  Two birds came in and we watched as 

the female entered a nest and came out with a faecal sac.  We watched for a 

while but left soon after, not wanting to disturb the birds unduly. 

 

We headed out in the early evening to the Iain 'Drummond' Hide (below) in 

the wetlands to try for African Rail again and this time got lucky.  As we 

arrived, a South African family had just seen the Rail and when told of our 

deep desire to see the bird, they duly obliged with some very persistent 

playback which resulted in excellent, prolonged views, a very good end to 

a very good day. 

 



 

Day 30. 

In an effort to maximise our time, we decided to hire another guide.  We 

couldn't get Lucky as he was already booked but we managed to get 

Norman who turned out to be equally sharp and extremely capable.  We 

had intended to simply aim for Barrow's (White-bellied) Bustard but en-

route we came across lucky with his three Hungarian clients who had 

already located a displaying male Denham's Bustard, bonus!  We 

subsequently found a female as well. 

 

From here it was on to White-bellied bustard terrain. We failed at the first 

roadside spot but Norman soon found us two lovely males and a female.  I  

enquired speculatively of Norman about Bush blackcap as we missed them 

elsewhere and had assumed we would miss it and he rather unbelievably 

told us that he had a small patch of forest which was almost his garden, 

which held the bird.   

 

We went along, through his lovely home and garden and after a singing (if 

that's what you can call it!) Red-throated Wryneck, were soon watching a 

Bush Blackcap in response to minimal tape luring.  A real bonus bird and a 

superb way to end our African trip.  As we drove back to out 

accommodation, we picked up a nice Black Sparrowhawk, not a new bird  

for me but a long time since I'd seen one. 

 

And so it was the end of a superb trip, marred only by the Buffalo incident, 

some unseasonable weather and some very dodgy South African road 

signage which served to constantly keep us on our toes. 



 

List of species seen 

 

A total of  329 species were seen of which 75 were new species for me. 

 

Some may note an absence of common waders, this is because most were 

distant and I couldn't be bothered to scrutinise them so things like Green 

and Wood Sandpiper are present but not noted. 

 

Common Ostrich Struthio camelus 

Not many seen with couples and singles usually, Kruger only. 

White-faced Whistling Duck Dendrocygna viduata 

First seen at Mopani where common, a few on various wet area thereafter. 

Spur-winged Goose Plectropterus gambensis 

Occasional, usually singles or pairs. 

Knob-billed Duck Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Egyptian Goose Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Present on most wet areas, one seen to be taken by a Crocodile at the Napi 

water hole near Pretoriuskop in Kruger. 

South African Shelduck Tadorna cana 

Only noted at Wakkerstroom where three in the wetland area. 

Yellow-billed Duck Anas undulata 

Red-billed Teal Anas erythrorhyncha 

Only noted in the wetland at Wakkerstroom 

Southern Pochard Netta erythrophthalma 

Only noted in the wetland at Wakkerstroom 

Maccoa Duck Oxyura maccoa 

Only noted in the wetland at Wakkerstroom 

Helmeted Guineafowl Numida meleagris 

Common throughout 

Crested Guineafowl Guttera pucherani 

We missed them at Pafuri and thought we'd missed our chance but they are 

common and easily seen at Punda Maria, right in the camp.  

Even seen on the petrol station forecourt. 

Red-winged Francolin Scleroptila levaillantii 

Anastasia found found the first covey at the top of the Sani Pass in 

Dullstroom.  Seen twice thereafter with two and then a single on the 

approach road to Mount Sheba. 

Crested Francolin Dendroperdix sephaena 

Regular from Punda Maria and down through Kruger with almost daily 

sightings. 



Red-billed Spurfowl Pternistis adspersus 

Three on the 7th Nov at Mt Sheba were the only sighting. 

Natal Spurfowl Pternistis natalensis 

Common. 

Red-necked Spurfowl Pternistis afer 

c6 seen on the 7th Nov at Mt Sheba 

Swainson's Spurfowl Pternistis swainsonii 

Common. 

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Noted at Tzaneen Dam, various wet areas in Kruger and Wakkerstroom 

wetlands. 

Yellow-billed Stork Mycteria ibis 

Not common but small groups of two or three regularly seen in Kruger. 

African Openbill Anastomus lamelligerus 

Occasional in Kruger. 

Black Stork Ciconia nigra 

Two seen at Punda Maria on 16th Nov with one there the next day and one 

on 24th Nov near Skukuza. 

White Stork Ciconia ciconia 

Three on 1st Dec and one on the 3rd at Wakkestroom. 

Saddle-billed Stork Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

We saw a lot more than the 'uncommon' tag suggested we would, twenty 

two in fact!  First seen with two at 'Crooks Corner' at Pafuri on 15th Nov 

then one on the 17th and three on the 18th near Shingwedzi, two on the 

19th Mopani.  Six (4+2) between Letaba and Olifants on the 21st, two on 

the 22nd near Satara and another six on 25th between Skukuza and Lower 

Sabie. 

Marabou Stork Leptoptilos crumenifer 

An airborne group of c15 birds were first between Shingwedzi and Mopani 

with singles and small numbers noted thereafter. 

African Sacred Ibis Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Occasional throughout. 

Southern Bald Ibis - VU Geronticus calvus 

Looked for around Turfloop and Limpopo Uni on 11th Nov proved a 'dip'. 

Seen the next day, 12th on the golf course at the University where we had 

been the previous day when four were noted.  At Wakkestroom on the 1st 

Dec, c20 were seen. 

Hadada Ibis Bostrychia hagedash 

Common throughout. 

African Spoonbill Platalea alba 



A single over the Dullstroom Dam area on 5th Nov, five on the 25th 

between Skukuza and Lower Sabie and one on 1st Dec at Wakkestroom. 

Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus 

A single on the wetland at Wakkestroom on 2nd Dec. 

Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax 

Four on the wetland at Wakkestroom on 2nd Dec. 

Striated Heron Butorides striata 

A few singles noted occasionally throughout Kruger 

Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides 

First seen at Turfloop Dam then again at Wakkestroom. 

Western Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis 

Present throughout in most fields. 

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea 

Occasional throughout. 

Black-headed Heron Ardea melanocephala 

First noted at Dullstroom on 5th Nov when two, occasional thereafter. 

Goliath Heron Ardea goliath 

A total of three singles seen in Kruger. 

Purple Heron Ardea purpurea 

One seen, 5th Nov at Dullstroom Dam. 

Great Egret Ardea alba 

Occasional throughout 

Little Egret Egretta garzetta 

Occasional throughout 

Hamerkop Scopus umbretta 

Occasional throughout 

Reed Cormorant Microcarbo africanus 

Seen often on most water bodies. 

African Darter Anhinga rufa 

Only one, Dullstroom Dam 6th Nov 

Secretarybird - VU Sagittarius serpentarius 

Single seen on 20th between Letaba and Olifants, Two on 1st, one on the 

2nd and two on 3rd Dec near Wakkestroom.   

A nest was observed on top of a small bush on the 1st Dec with one bird 

seen to arrive and relieve the other of sitting duty. 

Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus 

Occasional throughout. 

African Harrier-Hawk Polyboroides typus 

One on the 10th Nov en-route to Pafuri was the only sighting. 

European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 



A single photographed, perched near Malalane on 27th Nov was the only 

sighting. 

Hooded Vulture - EN Necrosyrtes monachus 

Small numbers noted in Kruger. 

White-backed Vulture - EN Gyps africanus 

The commonest Vulture, seen daily in Kruger. 

Cape Vulture - VU Gyps coprotheres 

A single bird was photographed near Satara on 23rd Nov 

White-headed Vulture - VU Trigonoceps occipitalis 

Two near Satara on 23rd Nov 

Lappet-faced Vulture - VU Torgos tracheliotos 

Occasional in Kruger in small numbers. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle Circaetus pectoralis 

One soaring bird on 16th and my first note of a perched bird at Satara on 

23rd 

Brown Snake Eagle Circaetus cinereus 

The wet weather was responsible for more perched raptors than usual with 

two on 16th, one on 17th, two on 19th and singles on 20th, 21st and 25th. 

Bateleur Terathopius ecaudatus 

regular in Kruger, especially common between Satara and Pretoriuskop 

with a daily max of  six on 22nd Nov. 

Bat Hawk Macheiramphus alcinus 

A male and nest sitting female seen near Magoebaskloof on 12th Nov. 

Martial Eagle Polemaetus bellicosus 

A single bird seen and photographed as it sat out bad weather on the 

Mahonie Loop at Punda Maria on 16th Nov. 

Long-crested Eagle Lophaetus occipitalis 

A perched bird at Punda Maria on the 12th and a single adult at Peddlar's 

Bush on 29th 

Lesser Spotted Eagle Clanga pomarina 

A single  soaring juvenile was the first on 24th near Skukuza followed by 

three more on 25th which were seen feeding on ants on the road. 

Wahlberg's Eagle Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

Common 

Tawny Eagle Aquila rapax 

Common 

African Hawk-Eagle Aquila spilogaster 

Three sightings, two perched adults at Shingwedzi on 18th, two perched 

adults and a juvenile on the 19th at Shingwedzi and two more perched 

adults on 23rd near Satara. 

Gabar Goshawk Micronisus gabar 



A single record of a perched bird which was photographed near Letaba on 

the 20th Nov. 

African Goshawk Accipiter tachiro 

A single record of a perched bir at Peddlar's Bush on 30th Nov 

Rufous-breasted Sparrowhawk Accipiter rufiventris 

A single sighting of a bird leaving a stand of Eucalyptus near 

Wakkestroom on 1st Dec.   

Alien trees such as Eucalyptus are a known favourite of Sparrowhawks. 

Black Sparrowhawk Accipiter melanoleucus 

A single seen near Wakkestroom on 3rd Dec. 

African Marsh Harrier Circus ranivorus 

Only noted at the wetland in Wakkestroom. 

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus 

A superb, quartering adult male was watched at Dullstroom on 6th Nov. 

Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus 

Yellow-billed Kite Milvus aegyptius 

Regular in Kruger 

African Fish Eagle Haliaeetus vocifer 

Seen at Dullstroom Dam, Tzaneen Dam then almost daily in Kruger. 

Common (Steppe) Buzzard Buteo buteo 

Regular throughout. 

Jackal Buzzard Buteo rufofuscus 

Regular around Dullstroom, Mt Sheba, Magobaskloof and Wakkestroom. 

Kori Bustard Ardeotis kori 

Two at Mopani on 19th, one near Olifants on 21st, two on 23rd near 

Satara, two pairs near Skukuza on 24th near and a single near Pretoriuskop 

on 26th. 

Denham's Bustard Neotis denhami 

Two at Dullstroom on 5th Nov and two at Wakkestroom on 3rd Dec 

including a superb displaying male. 

White-bellied Bustard Eupodotis senegalensis 

Three birds seen at Wakkestroom on 3rd Dec. 

Blue Korhaan Eupodotis caerulescens 

three seen at Wakkestroom on 1st Dec 

Red-crested Korhaan Lophotis ruficrista 

The commonest Bustard with one on the 14th Nov at Pafuri, two on the 

19th Nov near Mopani, three on the 20th Nov near Mopani, two on the 

22nd Nov near Satara, two on the 23rd Nov near Satara, one on the 24th 

Nov and one on 25th Nov both near Skukuza, three on the 26th Nov near 

Pretoriuskop and one on the 28th Nov near Malalane Gate 

Black-bellied Bustard Lissotis melanogaster 



African Rail Rallus caerulescens 

A single bird in response to playback from the 'Iain Drummond hide' at 

Wakkestroom. 

Black Crake Amaurornis flavirostra 

Occasional on any wet, vegetated area. 

Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinicus 

Only seen at Wakkestroom where common. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus 

Most decent sized bodies of water held this species. 

Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata 

As above. 

Grey Crowned Crane - EN Balearica regulorum 

First seen shortly after our arrival in Dullstroom when two flew over our 

accommodation on 4th Nov and then four on 2nd Dec feeding in a field 

near Wakkestroom. 

Blue Crane - VU Grus paradisea 

24 seen near Waketsromm on 1st Dec with a single there on 3rd. 

Water Thick-knee Burhinus vermiculatus 

Numerous sightings, most dams and large water holes hold this species. 

Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus 

Common on larger water bodies. 

Blacksmith Lapwing Vanellus armatus 

Common 

White-crowned Lapwing Vanellus albiceps 

Two on 14th Nov near Crooks Corner, with five on 15th and four on 16th 

at the same place. 

Senegal Lapwing Vanellus lugubris 

One sighting of a single bird  on 25th Nov between Skukuza and Lower 

Sabie. 

Crowned Lapwing Vanellus coronatus 

One on 17th near Punda Maria, one on 24th near Skukuza and c10 on 1st 

Dec near Wakkestroom. 

African Wattled Lapwing Vanellus senegallus 

Occasional throughout. 

Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula 

Two on 14th Nov near Crooks Corner. 

Kittlitz's Plover Charadrius pecuarius 

One at Tzaneen Dam on 12th Nov, c10 on 15th near Crooks Corner 

Three-banded Plover Charadrius tricollaris 

Occasional throughout Kruger 

Whiskered tern Chlidonias hybrida 



A single bird at Wakkestroom wetland, 2nd dec. 

African Jacana Actophilornis africanus 

Regular. 

Double-banded Sandgrouse Pterocles bicinctus 

Five on 14th Nov near Pafuri and three on 21st near Olifants 

Speckled Pigeon Columba guinea 

Common in Dullstroom and Wakkestroom. 

African Olive Pigeon Columba arquatrix 

Two on the 6th Nov at Dullstroom and one on the 12th near Magobaskloof. 

Lemon Dove Columba larvata 

Occasional at Mt Sheba. 

African Collared Dove Streptopelia roseogrisea 

Common. 

Mourning Collared Dove Streptopelia decipiens 

Regular in some camps. 

Red-eyed Dove Streptopelia semitorquata 

Common 

Ring-necked Dove Streptopelia capicola 

Laughing Dove Spilopelia senegalensis 

Common. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove Turtur chalcospilos 

Small numbers daily in Kruger. 

Tambourine Dove Turtur tympanistria 

One sighting only.  A bird noticed by Anastasia, sitting quietly on a branch 

below out veranda at Kurisa Moya. 

Namaqua Dove Oena capensis 

African Green Pigeon Treron calvus 

One on 14th Nov near Pafuri, one on 22nd Nov near Satara and seven in a 

dead tree on 25th in Skukuza. 

Knysna Turaco Tauraco corythaix 

The same two birds seen at Mt Sheba on 7th and 8th Nov, a single seen 

outside our bungalow at Kurisa Moya on 10th and 11th and numerous birds 

seen at Peddlar's Bush with 3 on 29th and c8 on 30th. 

Purple-crested Turaco Tauraco porphyreolophus 

A common garden bird in the Turfloop area and common also at Skukuza 

and Pretorioskop. 

Grey Go-away-bird Corythaixoides concolor 

Common. 

Senegal Coucal Centropus senegalensis 

A couple seen near pafuri, 15th Nov 

Burchell's Coucal Centropus burchellii 



Common. 

Jacobin Cuckoo Clamator jacobinus 

Two on 7th en-route to Mt Sheba,  

Thick-billed Cuckoo Pachycoccyx audeberti 

A huge rarity! Annoyingly we were the rear of two cars and only the front 

car saw the bird as it flew over us. Frank Mbaso picked it up on call from 

the front car but didn't indicate to us what they were watching!!  

Diederik Cuckoo Chrysococcyx caprius 

Occasional 

Klaas's Cuckoo Chrysococcyx klaas 

A single at Olifants on 22nd Nov and two on 27th at Pretoriuskop. 

African Emerald Cuckoo Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Heard only, frustratingly we heard this bird a lot with no response to 

playback or did we?  

On several occasions it was found to be Chorister Robin Chat imitating the 

bird. 

Red-chested Cuckoo Cuculus solitarius 

Common, all over the place and very vocal. 

African Cuckoo Cuculus gularis 

One sighting of a bird we photographed in the camp at Mopani.  

African Scops Owl Otus senegalensis 

We were told of a roosting bird near the mens toilets in Satara on 22nd and 

one was heard and subsequently seen outside our bungalow at Skukuza on 

24th. 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl Bubo lacteus 

One seen eating a Scorpion during a night drive from Satara on 23rd. 

African Wood Owl Strix woodfordii 

A very young, newly fledged bird was found by Anastasia at Peddlar's 

Bush on 30th Nov. 

Pennant-winged Nightjar Caprimulgus vexillarius 

A displaying male was seen briefly in very poor weather during the 'Sunset 

Drive' from Punda Maria on 16th Nov. 

African Palm Swift Cypsiurus parvus 

Occasional. 

Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba 

A large mixed flock with the following species was seen in the area of 

Nkuhlu picnic site between Skukuza and Lower Sabie on 25th Nov 

African Black Swift Apus barbatus 

As above, these two species are known to flock together. 

Little Swift Apus affinis 

Common. 



Speckled Mousebird Colius striatus 

Regular in Kruger 

Narina Trogon Apaloderma narina 

Heard only at Peddlar's bush on 12th Nov. 

Purple Roller Coracias naevius 

Occasional but not common in Kruger. 

Lilac-breasted Roller Coracias caudatus 

Common 

European Roller Coracias garrulus 

We started seeing this species on 24th Nov near Skukuza after which they 

became regular. 

Broad-billed Roller Eurystomus glaucurus 

Occasional. 

Grey-headed Kingfisher Halcyon leucocephala 

Two sightings near Punda Maria on 16th and 17th Nov 

Brown-hooded Kingfisher Halcyon albiventris 

Common. 

Woodland Kingfisher Halcyon senegalensis 

Summer visited which we first noted on 17th Nov becoming increasingly 

common thereafter. 

Malachite Kingfisher Corythornis cristatus 

The same bird (presumably) seen at the Napi water hole near Pretoriuskop 

on 26th and 27th Nov. 

Giant Kingfisher Megaceryle maxima 

Occasional with good views from the Pafuri bridge. 

Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis 

Common on larger water bodies. 

Little Bee-eater Merops pusillus 

Seen occasionally in Kruger from Pafuri down but not common. 

White-throated Bee-eater Merops albicollis 

Common, the commonest Bee-eater by far. 

European Bee-eater Merops apiaster 

Common 

African Hoopoe Upupa africana 

Regular 

Green Wood Hoopoe Phoeniculus purpureus 

Regular, often inside the camps in Kruger. 

Common Scimitarbill Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Crowned Hornbill Tockus alboterminatus 

Two sightings of a pair and a single near Pafuri on 14th and 15th Nov 

African Grey Hornbill Tockus nasutus 



Common 

Southern Red-billed Hornbill Tockus rufirostris 

Common 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill Tockus leucomelas 

Common, this and the previous species will even feed from the hand in 

some camps. 

Trumpeter Hornbill Bycanistes bucinator 

One only, Crooks Corner 15th Nov. 

Southern Ground Hornbill - VU Bucorvus leadbeateri 

We had sightings totalling sixteen birds with 3 on 15th near Pafuri, two on 

21st and two on 22nd near Satara, one group of three and another group of 

four on 24th near Skukuza.  

and finally two on 27th near Pretoriuskop. 

Black-collared Barbet Lybius torquatus 

Occasional, common in Skukuza. 

Crested Barbet Trachyphonus vaillantii 

Common in Kruger, another species that come to hand held food. 

Red-throated Wryneck Jynx ruficollis 

A single bird in the garden of Birdlife at Wakkestroom on 30th Nov and 

another at Norman's home in Wakkestroom on 3rd Dec. 

Bennett's Woodpecker Campethera bennettii 

Common around Shingwedzi where they were often on the road eating 

ants. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker Campethera abingoni 

Occasional. 

Ground Woodpecker Geocolaptes olivaceus 

One of my most wanted birds after missing it on the last trip.  Seemingly 

declining and harder to see.   

Finally found a pair near Zaihook Dam near Wakkestroom where we duly 

found a nest and saw the female removing a faecal sac. 

Cardinal Woodpecker Dendropicos fuscescens 

Occasional 

Bearded Woodpecker Dendropicos namaquus 

Occasional 

Olive Woodpecker Dendropicos griseocephalus 

A woodland species seen at Mt Sheba, Kurisa Moya and Peddlar's Bush. 

Amur Falcon Falco amurensis 

Only one seen at Wakkestroom sitting on a phone wire on 3rd Dec.  

Apparently very late arriving this year. 

Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo 

A single bird photographed sitting tree top on 27th Nov near Pretoriuskop. 



Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus 

One only, 24th Nov near Skukuza. 

Brown-necked Parrot (Grey-Headed) Poicephalus fuscicollis 

This split is not recognised by the I.O.C but seen on the Mahonie Loop at 

Punda Maria on 16th Nov. 

Brown-headed Parrot Poicephalus cryptoxanthus 

Common in camp at Satara 

Cape Batis Batis capensis 

Common but not in Kruger. 

Chinspot Batis Batis molitor 

Common in Kruger 

Black-throated Wattle-eye Platysteira peltata 

Seen well at Pafuri picnic site on 14th Nov. 

White-crested Helmetshrike Prionops plumatus 

A flock of seven at Pafuri River Camp on 14th Nov and probably the same 

flock on 15th, seen also on 16th and 17th at Punda Maria. 

Retz's Helmetshrike Prionops retzii 

One sighting only of about ten birds, actively feeding and moving through 

very quickly at Olifants. 

Black-fronted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus nigrifrons 

A pair seen well at Kurisa Moya, 12th Nov a true canopy bird and not easy 

to get on as they move around feeding. 

Olive Bushshrike Chlorophoneus olivaceus 

Two sightings at Kurisa Moya, two adults on 11th and a juvenile on 12th 

Nov then two sightings at Peddlar's Bush where two on 29th and one on 

30th Nov.  

Orange-breasted Bushshrike Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

First seen in Pafuri River Camp on 14th Nov, common thereafter. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra Tchagra australis 

Occasional in Kruger. 

Black-crowned Tchagra Tchagra senegalus 

Occasional in Kruger 

Black-backed Puffback Dryoscopus cubla 

Common 

Southern Boubou Laniarius ferrugineus 

A bird feeding in roadside bushes en-route to Mt Sheba on 9th Nov was the 

first, common by voice with a few sightings thereafter.  

Crimson-breasted Shrike Laniarius atrococcineus 

Only seen in Polokwane Game Reserve where three on 11th Nov. 

Brubru Nilaus afer 

Two in Polokwane Game Reserve on 11th Nov were the only sighting. 



Grey Cuckooshrike Coracina caesia 

Magpie Shrike Urolestes melanoleucus 

Common 

Southern White-crowned Shrike Eurocephalus anguitimens 

One on 13th Nov en-route to Pafuri River Camp and one on 23rd Nov near 

Satara 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio 

Regular. 

Lesser Grey Shrike Lanius minor 

First seen on 24th Nov en-route to Skukuza, regular thereafter. 

Southern Fiscal Lanius collaris 

Common 

African Golden Oriole Oriolus auratus 

One at Dullstroom on 5th Nov, one at Punda Maria on 16th, two on 20th at 

Letaba and one on 22nd at Olifants. 

Black-headed Oriole Oriolus larvatus 

One on 23rd at Satara. 

Square-tailed Drongo Dicrurus ludwigii 

A couple seen around Magoebaskloof on 12th Nov.  

Fork-tailed Drongo Dicrurus adsimilis 

Common 

Blue-mantled Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

Just one sighting of a male at Kurisa Moya near Chalet 1. 

African Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone viridis 

Common 

Cape Crow Corvus capensis 

Occasional. 

Pied Crow Corvus albus 

Occasional 

Southern Black Tit Melaniparus niger 

Two on 11th and one on 13th at Magoebasloof. 

Grey Penduline Tit Anthoscopus caroli 

One seen near Stevenson Hamilton memorial on 26th Nov.  

Eastern Nicator Nicator gularis 

Two birds found and seemed to be in territory at Punda Maria around the 

T-junction with the 'tented camp' entrance. 

Rufous-naped Lark Mirafra africana 

several seen in the Wakkestroom area. 

Rudd's Lark - VU Heteromirafra ruddi 

One bird found after some effort at Wakkestroom on 1st Dec with the help 

of Lucky, our guide from Birdlife SA.   



With limited time, a guide is essential, I really don't think you have a hope 

of finding these birds without. 

Sabota Lark Calendulauda sabota 

Regular in Polokwane Game Reserve and Kruger 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (Endemic) Certhilauda semitorquata 

Only seen at the top of the Santa Pass in Dullstroom where fairly common 

and easily located when in song 

Short-clawed Lark Certhilauda chuana 

Paul, our guide took us to a site near Turfloop where we were shown two 

birds within minutes of arriving, 11th Nov. 

Spike-heeled Lark Chersomanes albofasciata 

Only seen in Wakkestroom area where fairly common. 

Red-capped Lark Calandrella cinerea 

Several birds seen in the Wakkestroom area. 

Botha's Lark (Endemic) - EN Spizocorys fringillaris 

Again with our guide Lucky, he knew exactly where to go and we 

connected with a single bird after about half an hour of searching near 

Wakkestroom, 1st Dec. 

Tarboton's guide to the Wakkestroom area suggests that both this species 

and Rudd's Lark may be encountered at the roadside if you are lucky. 

 I think this is a very optimistic claim in our experience. 

Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark Eremopterix leucotis 

Only seen between Mopani and Letaba where numerous. 

Dark-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus tricolor 

Common. 

Sombre Greenbul Andropadus importunus 

Common  at Mt Sheba, Kurisa Moya and Peddlar's Bush. 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul Chlorocichla flaviventris 

Common  at Mt Sheba, Kurisa Moya 

Terrestrial Brownbul Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Common  at Mt Sheba, Kurisa Moya 

Yellow-streaked Greenbul Phyllastrephus flavostriatus 

Common  at Mt Sheba, Kurisa Moya 

Black Saw-wing Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

Only noted on 12th Nov where two near Tzaneen. 

Grey-rumped Swallow Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

Seen at Tzaneen Dam on 12th and a couple seen from Pafuri bridge on 

14th. 

Banded Martin Riparia cincta 

Common at Dullstroom and Wakkestroom, occasional elsewhere. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica 



Common. 

White-throated Swallow Hirundo albigularis 

First noted at Dullstroom, occasional thereafter. 

Wire-tailed Swallow Hirundo smithii 

Occasional 

Rock Martin Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Occasional, first noted on the airport car park in Johannesburg. 

Greater Striped Swallow Cecropis cucullata 

Common 

Lesser Striped Swallow Cecropis abyssinica 

Occasional. 

Red-breasted Swallow Cecropis semirufa 

Common in Kruger. 

South African Cliff Swallow Petrochelidon spilodera 

Only seen at Wakketsroom where common. 

Long-billed Crombec Sylvietta rufescens 

Common 

Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

Only seen twice, one on 7th Nov at Mt Sheba and one at Peddlar's Bush on 

30th Nov. 

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus 

Occasionally common but patchy. 

Little Rush Warbler Bradypterus baboecala 

Only seen at the wetland in Wakkestroom where common. 

 

Note that vocal identification is the safest way to sort out all but the 

most distinctive or habitat specific Cisticola's. 

I didn't identify or target 'all' species but only those I needed or those 

that were straightforward ID's as to have done so would have been 

very time consuming. Species identified were done using vocal 

confirmation in all but the most obvious case e'g Red-faced which is 

easier than most using plumage and habitat. 

 

Red-faced Cisticola Cisticola erythrops 

Noted near Shingwedzi and Letaba in Kruger 

Lazy Cisticola Cisticola aberrans 

Seen well in response to playback at Shabeni Koppi. One of the easier 

Cisticola's to ID with a long, cocked tail. 

Tinkling Cisticola Cisticola rufilatus 

Only noted at Polokwane game Reserve. 

Wailing Cisticola Cisticola lais 



Noted only in grassland around Mt Sheba where common. 

Levaillant's Cisticola Cisticola tinniens 

Commonest Cisticola, widespread. 

Croaking Cisticola Cisticola natalensis 

Noted near Lower Sabie on 25th Nov 

Neddicky Cisticola fulvicapilla 

Regular. 

Pale-crowned Cisticola Cisticola cinnamomeus 

one only, a bird taped in at Wakketsroom on 1st Dec and which gave 

excellent views. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola Cisticola ayresii 

Common at Wakkestroom 

Tawny-flanked Prinia Prinia subflava 

Common 

Drakensberg Prinia Prinia hypoxantha 

Common near Dullstroom and Mt Sheba. 

Bar-throated Apalis Apalis thoracica 

Occasional 

Yellow-breasted Apalis Apalis flavida 

Occasional 

Green-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brachyura 

Common 

Grey-backed Camaroptera Camaroptera brevicaudata 

Only seen near Pafuri and Punda Maria 

Green-capped Eremomela Eremomela scotops 

Only one sight of a single bird near Stevenson-Hamilton memorial. 

Burnt-necked Eremomela Eremomela usticollis 

Common. 

Arrow-marked Babbler Turdoides jardineii 

Regular 

Bush Blackcap Lioptilus nigricapillus 

A single, last gasp sighting in our guide, Normans' garden at Wakkestroom. 

Chestnut-vented Warbler Sylvia subcaerulea 

Only noted in Polokwane Game Reserve. 

Cape White-eye Zosterops capensis 

Common 

Gurney's Sugarbird Promerops gurneyi 

Two birds seen in Protea's near Kurisa Moya with the guide David. 

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis 

Occasional, usually near towns or villages. 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris 



Only one sighting of a single bird at Wakkestroom on 2nd Dec. 

Wattled Starling Creatophora cinerea 

Two sightings of this nomadic species.  19th Nove when three were noted 

associating with a huge herd (c500) Buffalo near Mopani   

and another single feeding in a field with Ground Hornbills on 22nd near 

Satara 

Cape Starling Lamprotornis nitens 

Common. 

Greater Blue-eared Starling Lamprotornis chalybaeus 

Common. 

Meves's Starling Lamprotornis mevesii 

Only seen near Pafuri. 

Burchell's Starling Lamprotornis australis 

A common bird in the South of Kruger. 

Pied Starling Lamprotornis bicolor 

Common at Dullstroom and Wakkestroom. 

Violet-backed Starling Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

Occasional 

Red-winged Starling Onychognathus morio 

Common at Dullstroom, Mt Sheba and Wakkestroom. 

Yellow-billed Oxpecker Buphagus africanus 

Four on 21st near  Olifants, an uncommon bird in Kruger and the only 

sighting. 

Red-billed Oxpecker Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

Common. 

Orange Ground Thrush Geokichla gurneyi 

A single seen well at Mt Sheba on 8th Nov in response to speculative tape 

play and another very shy bird at Peddlar's Bush on 30th Nov.. 

Groundscraper Thrush Psophocichla litsitsirupa 

Regular in Kruger. 

Kurrichane Thrush Turdus libonyana 

Regular. 

Olive Thrush Turdus olivaceus 

Seen at Mt Sheba, Dullstroom and Peddlar's Bush. 

Bearded Scrub Robin Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

Seen at Punda Maria and Peddlar's Bush 

White-browed Scrub Robin Cercotrichas leucophrys 

Common 

Southern Black Flycatcher Melaenornis pammelaina 

Common  

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata 



Common. 

Ashy Flycatcher Muscicapa caerulescens 

One sighting of a single bird at Mopani on 21st Nov. 

African Dusky Flycatcher Muscicapa adusta 

Regular at Mt Sheba and Kurisa Moya. 

Cape Robin-Chat Cossypha caffra 

seen at Dullstroom and mt Sheba. 

White-throated Robin-Chat Cossypha humeralis 

Seen Pafuri River Camp and Punda Maria, regular. 

White-browed Robin-Chat Cossypha heuglini 

Seen at Shingwedzi on 18th Nov and Skukuza 24th and 25th Nov. 

Chorister Robin-Chat Cossypha dichroa 

Common at Mt Sheba, also seen at Kurisa Moya and Peddlar's Bush. A lot 

of time was wasted looking for species that turned out to be this bird, 

mimicking. 

It seemed especially adept with Emerald Cuckoo and we are not certain at 

all, that we heard that species with most, possibly attributable to this. 

White-starred Robin Pogonocichla stellata 

Seen at Mt Sheba several times and Kurisa Moya.  

Cape Rock Thrush Monticola rupestris 

Having failed at the site mentioned in SABF at Mt Sheba, we identified 

several other areas that looked likely to hold the species. 

At the second such site we were rewarded with fine, walk away views of a 

pair following tape play, 8th Nov. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush Monticola explorator 

A single male was seen at the top of tha Santa Pass, Dullstroom on 5th Nov 

and again on 6th. 

African Stonechat Saxicola torquatus 

Common. 

Buff-streaked Chat Campicoloides bifasciatus 

Two adults and a juvenile seen in the Santa Pass at the site given in SABF, 

5th and 6th Nov. 

Mocking Cliff Chat Thamnolaea cinnamomeiventris 

An attempt to look for this species at the 'Stevenson-Hamilton' memorial 

was cut short due to the presence of an Elephant but we soon found that 

most suitable koppies and rocky outcrops hold the species. Also a male 

seen at the Mlondozi Dam picnic site where it sat for prolonged periods on 

the roof. 

Ant-eating Chat Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Very common at Wakkestroom. 

Mountain Wheatear Myrmecocichla monticola 



A single sighting of a bird of the black bellied form on one of the 'Vermont' 

(note that we recommend 4x4 on all 'Vermont' signed Roads which are 

in fact no more than rough tracks) roads that run below the 'Die Berg' 

Road. This race is blamed for erroneous sightings of Arnot's Chat so any 

claims should rule this species out first. 

Familiar Chat Oenanthe familiaris 

Occasional. 

Collared Sunbird Hedydipna collaris 

occasional 

Amethyst Sunbird Chalcomitra amethystina 

Only seen at Mt Sheba where a pair on 8th Nov. 

Malachite Sunbird Nectarinia famosa 

Seen at Dullstroom and Wakkestroom. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris chalybeus 

Common 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird Cinnyris afer 

Only one sighting and remarkably it was in a bush right outside our room 

in Graskop! 9th Nov. 

Marico Sunbird Cinnyris mariquensis 

Common 

White-bellied Sunbird Cinnyris talatala 

A couple seen en-route to Magoebaskloof, 10th Nov. 

White-browed Sparrow-Weaver Plocepasser mahali 

Common 

House Sparrow Passer domesticus 

Common 

Passer melanurus 

A couple seen as we drove out of 'Joburg' to Dullstroom. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow Passer diffusus 

Common 

Yellow-throated Petronia Gymnoris superciliaris 

Common. 

Red-billed Buffalo Weaver Bubalornis niger 

Common. 

Scaly-feathered Weaver Sporopipes squamifrons 

Common around the Turfloop area. 

Thick-billed Weaver Amblyospiza albifrons 

Regular 

Spectacled Weaver Ploceus ocularis 

Regular, especially common in the Wakkestroom area. 

Cape Weaver Ploceus capensis 



Common. 

Africa (Holub's) Golden Weaver Ploceus xanthops 

A couple noted on 12th Nov near Tzaneen. 

Red-headed Weaver Anaplectes rubriceps 

Common in Kruger. 

Red-billed Quelea Quelea quelea 

Common. 

Southern Red Bishop Euplectes orix 

Common. 

Yellow Bishop Euplectes capensis 

Common. 

Red-collared Widowbird Euplectes ardens 

Only seen in numbers in the area of Shabeni Koppi where common. 

Long-tailed Widowbird Euplectes progne 

Common. 

Green-winged Pytilia Pytilia melba 

Regular 

Green Twinspot Mandingoa nitidula 

Only seen at the feeder station at Kurisa Moya where it's an unpredictable 

visitor.  we saw it within about twenty minutes, others waited for four 

hours or more. 

African Firefinch Lagonosticta rubricata 

Seen very well at Kurisa Moya where common. 

Blue Waxbill Uraeginthus angolensis 

Common. 

Violet-eared Waxbill Uraeginthus granatinus 

Two seen at Polokwane Game reserve on 11th Nov 

Swee Waxbill Coccopygia melanotis 

About twenty seen on the lawns at Mt Sheba on 8th Nov, a couple seen in 

the grounds of our accommodation in Graskop and a few seen at the 

feeders at Kurisa Moya. 

Common Waxbill Estrilda astrild 

A couple of sightings in Kruger. 

Black-faced Waxbill Estrilda erythronotos 

Two seen at Polokwane Game reserve on 11th Nov and two at Pafuri River 

camp on 14th Nov. 

Bronze Mannikin Lonchura cucullata 

Common at Kurisa Moya. 

Red-backed Mannikin Lonchura nigriceps 

About ten birds seen on the feeders at Kurisa Moya, 12th Nov. 

Magpie Mannikin Lonchura fringilloides 



We were taken by our guide David, to a private garden where we saw 

several birds at the feeder, huge birds as Mannikins go! 

Pin-tailed Whydah Vidua macroura 

A single male seen on the lawn at Mt Sheba, 8th Nov. 

Cape Wagtail Motacilla capensis 

Occasional. 

Mountain Wagtail Motacilla clara 

Three seen well at Debengeni Waterfall, 12th Nov. 

African Pied Wagtail Motacilla aguimp 

A couple of sightings in Kruger. 

Cape Longclaw Macronyx capensis 

Common above Dullstroom and around Wakkestroom. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw Macronyx croceus 

Two birds seen near Shitlhave waterhole near Pretoriuskop on 27th Nov. 

African Pipit Anthus cinnamomeus 

Common. 

Long-billed Pipit Anthus similis 

A couple seen above Dullstroom on the 'Die Berg' road on 5th and 6th 

Nov. 

Yellow-breasted Pipit - VU Anthus chloris 

Two birds seen poorly near Wakkestroom on 1st Dec but only 'ticked' the 

next day when we found two birds and heard several more near the same 

site. 

Forest Canary Crithagra scotops 

Only seen at Kurisa Moya where good views were had at the feeder. 

Lemon-breasted Canary Crithagra citrinipectus 

A single, singing, treetop bird showed briefly at 'Crooks Corner' near 

Pafuri on 14th Nov. 

Yellow-fronted Canary Crithagra mozambica 

Common. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater Crithagra gularis 

A couple seen in Polokwane Game Reserve, 11th Nov. 

Cape Canary Serinus canicollis 

Common. 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting Emberiza tahapisi 

First seen at Pafuri River camp on 11th Nov, occasional thereafter.  This 

species is now split from the West African goslingi which is now known as 

Gosling's Bunting. 

Cape Bunting Emberiza capensis 

Only noted at Mt Sheba where one on the 7th Nov. 

Golden-breasted Bunting Emberiza flaviventris 



Occasional. 

 

Mammal list 

Order follows Kingdon 

 

Chacma Baboon Papio ursinus 

Occasional throughout. 

Vervet Monkey Cercopithecus aethiops pygerythrus 

Occasional throughout. 

Gentle Monkey-Blue Monkey group  
Cercopithecus albogularis erythrarchus  Samango Monkey/Syke's Monkey / 

White-throated guenon 

Only seen at Mt Sheba where common. 

Wahlberg's Epauletted Fruit Bat Epomorphorus wahlbergi 

One photographed in Mopani. 

Ansorge's Free-tailed Bat Tadarida ansorgi 

A roost of c100 animals in the roof of our bungalow at Letaba. 

Robert's Flat-headed Bat Sauromys petrophilus 

One photographed roosting in the toilet block at Mlondozi picnic site. 

Scrub Hare Lepus saxatilis 

several seen in Kruger 
Tree Squirrel or Smith's Bush Squirrel  Paraxerus cepapi 

Very common. 

Spring Hare Pedetes capensis 

Common, strictly nocturnal. 

Black-backed Jackal Canis mesomelas 

A single at Magoebaskloof, one at Dullstroom and a couple in Kruger. 

Wild Dog Lycaon pictus 

We were extremely lucky in encountering this animal twice.  Packs of five 

and seven at Skukuza and Pretoriuskop respectively. 

Ratel - Honey Badger Mellivora capensis 

Two animals dashed across the road in front of our car near Pafuri. 

Suricate - Meerkat Suricata suricata 

Common at Wakkestroom. 

Banded Mongoose Mungos mungo 

Parties seen twice in Kruger. 

Dwarf Mongoose Helogale parvula  

A group of seven animals foraging around and in our bungalow at 

Pretoriuskop. 

Slender Mongoose Herpestres sanguinea 

Commonly encountered as they ran across the road. 



Yellow Mongoose Cynictis penicillata 

Very common at Wakkestroom. 

Spotted Hyena Crocuta crocuta 

Encountered daily once South of Satara. 

Common Genet Geneta geneta 

One seen on a night drive. 

African Wild Cat Felis sylvestris 

One sighting of an animal walking past our bungalow in Satara. 

One sighting during a night drive. 

Cheetah Acinonyx jubatus  

Two sightings of three animals in Kruger 

African Lion Panthera leo 

Three separate sightings in Kruger involving five animals. 

African Elephant Loxodonta africanus 

Very common in Kruger. 

Common Zebra Equus quagga  

Common in Kruger 

White Rhinoceros Ceratotherium simum 

Daily once South of Satara. 

Hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius 

Common. 

Common Warthog Phacochoerus africanus 

Common. 

Giraffe Giraffa camelopardelis 

Common in Kruger. 

African Buffalo Syncerus caffer 

Common in Kruger, one herd that we had to wait twenty five minutes for 

as it crossed the road was estimated at between 4-500 animals.    

Bushbuck Tragelaphus scriptus 

Occasionally seen. 

Nyala Tragelaphus angasi 

Common in Kruger especially around Pafuri. 

Greater Kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Common in Kruger. 

Eland Taurotragus oryx 

A couple seen in Kruger and what were presumably farmed animals seen in 

the vicinity of Mt Sheba. 

Cape Grysbok Raphicerus melanotis 

Regularly seen. 

Steinbuck Raphicerus campestris 

Occasionally seen. 



Rhebok Pelea capreolus  

A couple seen. 

Mountain Reedbuck Redunca fulvorufula 

A couple seen. 

Impala Aepyceros melampus 

Very common, the staple food of most carnivores! 

Blesbok Damaliscus dorkas 

Regular near Dullstroom. 

Tsessebe Damaliscus lunulatus 

A few seen. 

Brindled Gnu-Blue Wildebeest Connochaetes taurinus  

Common. 

 

Reptiles and amphibians. 

No particular order is followed. 

 

Spotted Bush Snake Philothamnus semivariegatus 

This non venomous species, often mistaken for Boomslang, was seen on the roof of 

the building in Pafuri picnic site. 

 

Leopard Tortoise Stigmochelys pardalis 

Singles seen daily in Kruger. 

Marsh Terrapin - African Helmeted Terrapin Pelomedusa subrufa 

Common. 

Serrated Hinged Terrapin Pelusios sinuatus 

Seen in a few places including sitting on the back of a half submerged 

Hippo! 



Flap-necked Chameleon Chamaeleo dilepis 

Just two seen, nearly always as they cross the road.  

   

A young one. 

 

Nile Crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 

Common, don't go in the water anywhere! On one occasion we heard a 

splash and commotion as a decent sized animal took an Egyptian Goose at a 

water hole. A wide variation exists across their range and numerous, so far 

unrecognised sub-species have been proposed. 

The race in Kruger C.n corviei suggested as South African Nile crocodile. 

 

Eastern Striped Skink - African Striped Skink Trachylepsis striata 

Common. 

 

Five-Lined Mabuya-Rainbow Skink or Rainbow-Mabuya Trachylepis 

quinquetaeniat 

 



Male                                                                         Female  

A few seen including three at the Stevenson-Hamilton memorial. 

      

Yellow-throated Plated Lizard Gerrhosaurus flavigularis 

 

A couple seen at Mopani. 

 

Southern Tree Agama-Black-necked Agama or Blue-throated Agama 
Acanthocercus atricollis 

 

This striking animal was seen in Satara and Lower Sabi camps.  

  Male                                Female 

Moreau's Tropical House Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia 

Most kitchen lights have one.  



 

White-throated Monitor-Rock Monitor Varanus albigularis albigularis 

 

Only one seen near Shabeni Koppi. 

 
 

Drakensberg Crag lizard Pseudocordylus melanotus melanotis 

 

One above Dullstroom. 

 
 

Insects 

 

Solifugiae 



Red Roman  Arachnid Solifugae  

 

Two sightings of this interesting genus at Satara including one under our bed! 

 
 

Scorpionidae 

Armed with her new UV or Black Light, Anastasia, having been stung on a previous 

trip, was determined to establish exactly how common and most importantly, where 

Scorpions could be found. Short answer, common, everywhere!  No species were 

precisely identified but it was soon obvious that they are very easy to find with a UV 

light at night. 

 

Based on the powerful claws, this is one of the less poisonous species. 

 
Butterflies 

 

Painted Lady Vanessa cardui 



 
Autumn-leaf Vagrant Eronia leda 

One at Mopani. 

 
Battling Glider Cymothoe alcimeda marieps 

Mt Sheba where several seen. 

  Male  



  Female 

Forest White Belenois zochalia 

Pretoriuskop. 

 
Meadow White Pontia helice 

Common at Dullstroom. 

 
Veined orange Colotis vesta argillaceus 

Seen near Letaba. 



 
Bushveld Purple-tip Colotis ione 

One en-route to Pafuri. 

 
Long-tailed Blue Lampides boeticus 

One at Mt Sheba. 

 



Cambridge Vagrant Nepheronia thalassina 
One at Letaba. 

 
Common Bush Brown Bicyclus safitza 

Common at Mt Sheba and Peddlar's Bush. 

 
Rainforest Brown Cassionympha cassius 

Seen at Mt Sheba. 



 
Narrow-banded Widow Dingana augusta 

Seen at Mt Sheba. 

 
Wakkerstroom Widow Dingana alaedeus 

Seen at Dullstroom. 

 
Garden Inspector Precis archesia 

One at Mt Sheba. 



 
Green-banded Swallowtail Papilio nireus 

One near Pafuri. 

 
White-banded Swallowtail Papilio echerioides 

Common at Mt Sheba. 



    
 

Underwing 

Emperor Swallowtail Papilio ophidicephalus 

Common in the car park at Mt Sheba. 

 
Guineafowl  Hamanumida daedalus 

One seen near Pretoriuskop. 



 
 

 

 

Odonata (Dragonflies and Damselflies) Thanks to KD Dijkstra for help with 

identification. 

 

Broad Scarlet Crocothemis erythraea  

 
Epaulet Skimmer Orthetrum chrysostigma 

 



Blue Basker Urothemis edwardsii  

 

Goldtail Allocnemis leucosticta 

 
Orthoptera (Grasshoppers, Crickets and Locusts) Thanks to Axel Hochkirch for ID 

help. 

 

Ochrophlebia cafra ligneola  

 
Koppie Foam Grasshopper Dictyophorus spumans 

   Adult          

 



 Nymph 

Milkweed Grasshopper Phymateus leprosus 

 
Green Milkweed Locust Phymateus Viridipes 

Don't know how or why you would ingest one but these are poisonous. 

 
 

 

Truxalis 

 

One unidentified species. 



 


