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A Birdwatching Trip to North-east Spain, 2nd – 9th June 2010 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This trip was planned around seeing key species in the Pyrenees, with an added 
opportunity to search for steppe species near Belchite, and to enjoy the 
internationally important Ebro Delta for wildfowl and waders.  

We travelled to Barcelona from Luton Airport with Easyjet, and hired a Peugeot 207 
from Victoria Car Rentals. By taking a lightweight tent and buying supplies from local 
supermarkets we gave ourselves maximum flexibility – spending almost all daylight 
hours in the field (and of course keeping costs down too!).  

 

Camping: 

There were plenty of campsites in the Pyrenees, and we choose to use “Camping 
Valle de Hecho” which is situated at the southern entrance to the village of Hecho 
itself. Clearly the holiday season had not begun, and we had the site pretty much to 
ourselves on Wednesday and Thursday nights. On Friday afternoon several families 
arrived to occupy what appeared to be personally-owned caravans parked on the 
site. The campsite was well situated for sites in the Hecho and neighbouring valleys. 

In the Ebro Delta we camped at “Camping La Tancada”, which as the name 
suggests was conveniently located for the saline lagoons of the same name. This 
campsite was well positioned for sites in the south delta, but required either a long 
drive or a trip by transbordador (car ferry) from St Jaume d,Enveja to reach sites in 
the north delta. The camp site was fairly well occupied on the Sunday when we 
arrived, but again we had the site almost to ourselves on Monday and Tuesday 
(when, unfortunately the pool and bar were both closed). 

On Saturday we were unable to find a site in the Belchite area, so we pitched the 
tent at the Dupont’s lark site at El Planeron and camped rough. This turned out to be 
a magical experience, with brilliantly clear star-lit skies, preceding an all-night 
electrical storm (only marred by a brief downpour in the early hours). We had an 
early evening visit from a red fox, which was not quite courageous enough to make a 
final approach! 
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Weather: 

We arrived to a cloudy day at Barcelona, but as we travelled inland the cloud cleared 
and the day became hot and sunny.  

While we were in the Pyrenees the weather seemed to follow a pattern of cloudy and 
cool dawns, with cloud very quickly clearing to bring sun, and temperatures rising to 
become hot (c30+ deg.).  

A moderate to strong wind blowing down the valley would rise up in mid evening, 
before dying off as the evening cooled. The nights became quite cold, necessitating 
extra layers of clothing! 

In the Belchite Steppe temperatures soared to a peak of 41 deg. and the night was 
correspondingly hot. As the evening wore on, a fantastic electrical storm developed, 
with spectacular lightning all around. We could see heavy showers in the distance, 
one of which eventually hit us in the early hours. We woke to damp ground but a 
warm dry start. As we travelled from Belchite to the Alfres Drylands, and then south 
to the Ebro Delta showers developed, but none prevented birding activity! 

Our first two days in the Ebro Delta started cloudy but quickly cleared to provide hot 
sunny days. Evening cloud on our last night developed into another overnight 
electrical storm - with a massive thunderstorm, and heavy rain at 4am finally 
defeating the tent! The rain had become light by morning, but persisted all day until 
about 4pm, when it stopped and a little sun remained with us until we caught our 
late-evening flight home. 

Information: 

We were able to download numerous trip reports from the internet, and a request for 
information to the Surfbirds e mail newsgroup brought several very helpful replies 
from birders familiar with the areas we were visiting. We took three regional guides: 

 “A Birdwatching Guide to the Pyrenees” by Jacqui Crozier (an accurate and 
useful guide to sites across the Pyrenees, including France). 

 “Where to Watch Birds in Northern and Eastern Spain” by Michael Rebane 
and Ernest Garcia (a comprehensive, accurate and current guide. Suffers 
from the series’ problem of being difficult to access). 

 “Where the birds are in northeast Spain” by Steve West (a species by species 
guide to locations – excellent for precise directions to specific sites). 

We also took the Collins Bird Guide (2nd edition); the Field Guide to the Dragonflies 
of Britain and Europe (Dijkstra and Lewington) and the Mitchell Beazley Pocket 
Guide to Butterflies (and of course a Spanish phrasebook). 
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Birdwatching in North East Spain 2nd – 9th June 2010 

Itinerary 

Wednesday 2nd June: 
Arrived Barcelona airport, collected hire car and managed to lose our way almost 
immediately! Eventually drove via Lleida and Huesca to the Pyrenees and the Hecho 
Valley. A couple of random stops en-route, including Puente de Murillo on the N240. 
Overnight at “Camping Valle de Hecho” just south of Hecho town. 
 
Thursday 3rd June: 
Morning at Riglos, south of Hecho on the N240, afternoon exploring environs of the 
Refugio at Garbadito. Late afternoon / evening driving via the Valle de Zuriza to the 
Piedra San Martin pass (1802m), with a brief excursion over the border into France. 
Return via the disused Refugio de Belagua (on the NA 137), to spend second night 
at “Camping Valle de Hecho”. 
 
Friday 4th June: 
Spent all morning in the environs of the Refugio at Garbadito, particularly at the 
“wallcreeper” rock face. Early afternoon spent on the road from Hecho to Anso 
searching for raptors, before spending more time along the Hecho Valley below and 
beyond the Boca de Infierno - again for raptors. In the evening drove to Puerto de 
Oroel (just south of Jaca) to bird the woodland around the Parador at the base of 
mountain. Final night at “Camping Valle de Hecho”. 
 
Saturday 5th June: 
Early morning start from Hecho, driving to the Llanos de la Violada around Gurrea de 
Gallego, arriving mid – late morning to bird agricultural habitats. Drove on to the 
Belchite Steppe (near Zaragosa), where the rest of the day and evening was spent 
birding steppe habitats, including the reserves of La Lomanza and El Planeron. In 
the absence of local camp sites we pitched the tent at the car park by the Dupont’s 
lark site at El Planeron and camped rough. 
 
Sunday 6th June: 
A pre-dawn start at El Planeron for Dupont’s lark, then a little local birding before 
driving to Mequinenza for black wheatears. Afternoon spent birding the Alfes 
Drylands just south of Lleida, before driving to the Ebro Delta. Evening spent birding 
La Tancada saline lagoons, nearby beaches, and finishing at Riet Vell as the sun 
set. Overnight at “Camping la Tancada”. 
 
Monday 7th June: 
A full day spent birding around the Ebro Delta. In the morning, sites in the south 
delta included L’Encanyissada, several miradors, Alfucada and the Illa de Buda. We 
crossed the Ebro by transbordador (car ferry) and visited north delta sites including 
Garxal and Canal Vell.  
 
In the evening we visited the La Tancada lagoons again, before driving the five miles 
along the sand-spit of Punta de la Banya to view the Audouin’s Gull colony. Again, 
finished the day at Riet Vell, and overnight at “Camping la Tancada” 
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Tuesday 8th June: 
A day spent in the beautiful Els Ports de Tortosa–Beseit NP, a mountainous area to 
the west of Tortosa. Sites visited included the Barranc de Lloret and Els Estrets (Port 
D’Arnes). We made another early evening visit to La Tancada lagoons, before 
driving to the north side of the delta to bird at dusk in woodland south of Comales for 
red-necked nightjar. Final night spent at “Camping la Tancada”. 
 
Wednesday 9th June: 
After an impressive overnight thunderstorm, we woke to rain and a damp tent! We 
struck camp and made a leisurely start for the Garraf Natural Park. Sadly both our 
directions and the continuous rain conspired to make us abandon this idea and we 
headed for Barcelona and the Delta del Llobrogat reserve, adjacent to the airport. 
The hides of this delightful reserve were worthwhile even in the rain, and when the 
rain eventually stopped we spent an excellent couple of hours wandering the tracks 
and miradors, before returning our hire car and catching a late evening flight to 
Luton. 
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SITES VISITED: 

 

1.The Pyrenees: 

We got good views of the Pyrenees as our flight approached Barcelona, heightening 
an anticipation which was not disappointed once we arrived in situ! From the rolling 
foothills to steep, snow-covered high slopes the scenery was at times breath-taking 
and was complemented by a really remote feel and some excellent birding. 

1.1Puente de Murillo 

On our journey to the Hecho Valley on 2/6, we made a random stop at this site on 
the A132 just south of Riglos, where the road crosses the River Gallego. A high 
bridge crosses the river, giving views down into the valley. This site gave us a real 
flavour of Spain, with griffons and red kites overhead, serins and cirl bunting singing, 
the gentle “pruip”  of bee-eaters, and a melodious warbler making itself difficult to 
see despite its manic song! 

 

1.2 Riglos 

We drove back along the A132 on 3/6 for an early morning visit to the Mallos de 
Riglos. This site is well described in the guides we took, and we were hoping to see 
black wheatears at the base of the mallos (“fingers”) behind the church. As it 
happened, Steve West’s note of caution that black wheatear has become less 
regular at this site was well founded. We put in a lot of effort without the reward of 
the wheatears. However, we did see red-billed choughs, crag martins, blue rock 
thrush and Sardinian warbler, as well as an unexpected rock sparrow. 

 

1.3 Refugio de Garbadito 

Reports from previous years indicated that this has become the site to see 
wallcreeper. Although we were to discover that the site has much, much more to 
offer, the chance of  wallcreeper was the main attraction here. We visited on the 
afternoon of 3/6 and spent a couple of fruitless hours – leaving with a sense of 
foreboding (typically pessimistic birders!). However, an early start on 4/3 paid off – 
with two sets of views, with both male and female wallcreepers showing together at 
length mid-morning.  

Fortunately a Surfbird rfi response had given detailed directions from a previous 
year. From the refugio an obvious path heads into and through woodland. After a 20 
minute or so walk (depending on distractions on the way) the woodland thins and the 
path becomes progressively more rough, with the rock face to the right.  
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After passing through a makeshift gate the path climbs steeply, and after approx. it 
200m levels out. From here you can look back and see a vertical crevasse / chimney 
running to the top of the rock face. The rock faces on either side of the crevasse and 
the crevasse itself are the areas to search for wallcreeper.  

To find the Refugio, travel through Siresa (the next village north from Hecho) and 
look for the sign post indicating a right turn to the Refugio de Garbadito. A narrow 
road winds for 7km, initially through fairly open scrubby habitat (red-backed shrikes), 
into pine and more mixed woodland, before reaching the open grassy area next to 
the Refugio itself. There were citril finches around the open area. On the walk to the 
wallcreeper site there is an open “meadow” where again we had citril finches, and 
while scanning the rock faces it is possible to look out across a wide valley to crags 
and mountain tops above which griffons, Egyptian vultures and choughs were 
constant attractions. We also saw alpine swifts and crag martins here, as well as 
having fly-by views of Iberian green woodpecker. In the woods we had crested tits, 
nuthatch and firecrest. As we drove out along the narrow exit road on 4/6 we had a 
black woodpecker fly across the track and perch briefly in roadside trees, and 
another Iberian green woodpecker at the roadside. 

 

1.4 Piedra San Martin Pass (1892m) 

We drove to this site in the late afternoon of 3/4 in search of Alpine choughs. On the 
way we travelled the Valle de Zuriza, where we had a fly-past dipper along the 
roadside stream.  

Just over the peak of the pass, on the French side, we had a flock of 30+ chough 
most of which were red-billed, but which contained at least 4 Alpine. The chough 
seemed quite happy to loaf around on the short turf near buildings and ski lifts, and 
we were able to get really good views of the Alpine choughs. Disappointingly there 
was very little else here – northern wheatear, dunnock and black redstart being 
about the sum of it. As we reached the Spanish side of the pass on our return there 
were at least four more Alpine chough at the roadside. 

 

1.5 Refugio de Belagua 

Travelling back on the NA137 from the Piedra San Martin Pass we stopped at the 
disused (and rather dilapidated) refugio, which is situated just off the road. Here we 
had more red-billed chough, and at least two Alpine chough – one of which obligingly 
sat on the refugio roof! We also had 4+ citril finches, a displaying northern wheatear, 
a peregrine and singing yellowhammer here. 
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1.6 Hecho – Anso Road 

By the afternoon of 4/6 we were beginning to struggle for one of the target species – 
Lammergeier, and on the strength of a report from a birder who we bumped into at 
Garbadito we drove this road in search of raptors.  

The most productive area seemed to be around the road tunnel, where we had a 
short-toed eagle soaring with griffons, as well as Egyptian vulture and raven. On the 
Anso side of the road tunnel we had two singing western orphean warblers which 
showed well after a little persistence.  

 

1.7 Upper Hecho Valley 

The road north of Siresa provides many opportunities to view for raptors. We found 
the area just south of the Bocca de Infierno (previously a regular wallcreeper site) 
particularly productive. Here we had numerous griffons, 2+ Egyptian vultures, a 
goshawk and, at long last, a Lammergeier over the eastern slopes. 

The area beyond the Boca de Infierno was delightful, and although it didn’t produce 
much in the way of birds, we saw Camberwell beauty butterfly on the road itself. 

 

1.8 Oroel 

Oroel is off the N330 south of Jaca. The impressive mountain towers over wooded 
lower slopes and overlooks a modest Parador. We visited the site in the evening of 
4/6 after a long day in the field, and restricted ourselves to wandering tracks in 
woodland within 0.5km or so of the car park at the Parador. Here there were several 
singing Western Bonelli’s warblers, together with various tits and nuthatch. We heard 
a black woodpecker calling, but it was distant and too difficult to locate.  

 

2. Llanos de la Violada 

This area of dry agricultural habitat situated near the town of Gurrea de Gallego, was 
on our route from the Pyrenees to the Belchite Steppe. According to West it offered 
the potential for black-bellied sandgrouse, so we felt it was worthwhile making a visit. 
We weren’t fortunate with sandgrouse, but we did find our first calandra larks of the 
trip, together with little owl, bee-eaters, marsh harriers and our only booted eagle. 
We were surprised to see four red-billed chough in such open country. 
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3. The Belchite Steppe 

Lying to the south east of Zaragoza and south of the River Ebro, the arid low hills, 
dry barancas, and plains of this area provide a range of steppe species which made 
it a worthwhile diversion from our journey en-route from the Pyrenees to the Ebro 
Delta. 

This area has a torrid history associated with the Spanish Civil War, with many local 
villages the subject of fierce battles. The old town of Belchite was bombed practically 
out of existence in 1937, and after the war Franco left the ruins in place as a 
memorial, with a new town being built nearby. It is sobering to wander around the 
ruins, which have not been touched at all – with rubble still littering the site. 

 

3.1 The A222 North of Belchite 

Taking West’s advice we spent a lot of time exploring the dry barrancos along the 
road north of Belchite in another fruitless search for black wheatears. However, we 
did see a pair of black-eared wheatears, chough, red-legged partridge and both 
short-toed and lesser short-toed larks. 

3.2 La Lomaza de Belchite 

This reserve is situated along the A222 north of Belchite (see 3.1 above). We 
wandered the tracks through the dry open habitat during the hot early and mid 
afternoon. As with other sites in the steppe, lesser short-toed was by far the most 
common lark, with short-toed, calandra and  thekla all present in good numbers. We 
also heard one phrase of Dupont’s lark song. Bee-eaters and kestrels were also 
seen here. 

3.3 El Planeron 

This reserve covers a very large area of steppe to the east of Belchite. There are two 
signed entrance tracks heading north off the CP09 road, which can both be driven. 
Additional tracks on the reserve join with the entrance tracks enabling a circular 
route to be followed. 

Driving down the first entrance track which is east of the village of Codo, we had a 
huge stroke of good fortune when CS spotted a canvas hide built into a bank to the 
west of the track, about 0.5km into the reserve. The hide was about 50m from the 
track, and upon investigation proved to be a photography hide with three seats. The 
hide provided eye-level views of an artificially fed pool – providing constantly 
available water to the immediate area. An initial hour or so here during mid afternoon 
on 5/6 produced very close views of calandra, thekla, lesser short-toed and short 
toed larks and spotless starlings.  We returned in the early evening when in addition 
to the larks we had a southern grey shrike and red-billed chough.  
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At 6.45pm the first pin-tailed sandgrouse arrived, with a steady arrival thereafter of 
additional birds. We recorded a total of 13 pin-tailed (mainly males, but including 5 
females) and four male black-bellied. The birds hung around, with a few comings 
and goings, until 7.25pm, giving amazingly close views (down to less than 2m). As 
we left the hide in euphoric mood, two more pin-tailed sandgrouse flew overhead. 

As well as sandgrouse, this reserve has good numbers of the illusive Dupont’s lark. 
In his map section, West indicates the best parts of El Planeron for this species. We 
focused on an area adjacent to the second track east of Codo, approx 750m from 
the road, just beyond a left turn which leads off west and joins with the first entrance 
track. There is a small cleared area to the east of the track which is intended as a car 
park for a mapped walk, and which has two small display boards. The area in which 
we heard at least four Dupont’s larks singing before dawn on 6/6 was across the 
track opposite this car park (where we had pitched our tent the previous evening). As 
the light improved singing decreased, although some singing continued into good 
light. Despite this we were only able to record a few glimpses of the birds 
themselves. While we were trying for the Dupont’s larks we added another black-
bellied sandgrouse flying over making its curious “bubbling” calls, and a male 
Montagu’s harrier - as well as the expected mixture of calandra, thekla, short-toed 
and lesser short-toed larks, and bee-eaters and hoopoe. 

3.4 Clay Quarry 

A little further east along the CP09 from the second entrance track to El Planeron, to 
the south of the road can be seen the raised banks of a clay quarry. We drove a 
couple of hundred metres to the quarry entrance, marked by a simple chain across 
the track. We walked into the quarry, where we had two little owls perched high on a 
bank and a pair of black-eared wheatears with two fledged young, not far from the 
entrance. 

 

4. Mequinenza and the Alfres Drylands 

Having failed with black wheatear both in the Pyrenees and the Belchite Steppe, we 
decided to make a further diversion on our route to the Ebro Delta. Once we had 
identified Maquinenza as a good possibility for black wheatear, it made sense to visit 
the nearby Alfres Drylands (just south east of Lleida) for additional species. Both 
locations are well described in West’s book. 

4.1 Mequinenza Castle 

Mequinenza is a small town on the N211, south west of Lleida. We drove across the 
long bridge over the Ebro and turned right to find the castle perched at the top of a 
rocky slope on our left. We were able to pull into a “lay-by” by the river and scope the 
slopes from road level. 
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Here we quickly found two black wheatears (a pair) actively moving around from rock 
to rock. We also had a fine male blue rock thrush with what appeared to be a fledged 
young bird. A black kite flew along the slope with prey, and four or five griffons were 
constantly overhead. Little egrets heading towards the river reminded us that we 
were in transition toward the wetland habitats of the river delta. 

4.2 Alfres Drylands 

In West’s species by species-by-species accounts, the Alfres Drylands were 
mentioned for several species, and the area is given its own map. Just south of 
Lleida, this is a large area of open agricultural land with a feel of the “steppe”. The 
area potentially offered additional species for our trip list, and seemed to fit fairly 
neatly to our diversion to Maquinenza for the black wheatears. Unfortunately it did 
not live up to our hopes, although on a day of frequent showers and strong winds we 
were probably not seeing it at its best. 

In the cereal fields to the south of the “airport” we saw several stone curlews (our 
only records of this species) and saw a quail at a track edge. Just north of the 
airport, near the canal, there were lots of bee-eaters and a colony of tree sparrows. 
Nearby we had a hobby, with two more on newly cultivated fields in the south of the 
area (again, our only records of this species). 

 

5. The Ebro Delta 

The area of the Ebro Delta is huge, with much of it given over to rice fields. The day 
(and night) were punctuated by bird scarers – which despite the alarm which these 
occasionally held for birders, seemed to have no effect whatsoever on the birds! 
Within the delta are several areas designated for wildlife, including saline lagoons, 
freshwater lagoons and extensive areas of reed. The Ebro itself bisects the delta, 
and presently the only choices for crossing are to drive inland and cross via the 
N340 at Amposta or to take the “transbordador” at the Sant Jaume de Enveja / 
Deltbre crossing. These idiosyncratic car ferries cost us three euros each way and 
were efficient and good value. However, a brand new bridge next to the ferry 
crossing was awaiting its final section when we were there, and presumably will spell 
the end for the ferries when it opens. 

Both West and Rebane/Garcia provide maps of the delta area. Below is a brief list of 
the sites we visited during our two and a half days in the area: 

5.1 La Tancada 

This large saline lagoon near the sea in the south delta was one of the most 
productive sites for us. It was near our campsite, so we stopped at the roadside 
every time we passed. It provided new birds on every visit, and was the only site 
where we saw slender-billed gull (always present, with a maximum of 18 on 8/6).  
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In addition to ever-present greater flamingos, we had oystercatchers, little terns, grey 
plover, curlew and, on 7/6, two Caspian terns. 

 

5.2 L’Encanyissada 

There are various raised platforms to view over the large lagoon of L’Encanyissada, 
including the mirador at the information centre on the north side of the main area of 
open water. The open water held large numbers of red-crested pochards and coot, 
while views across the reeds revealed good numbers of singing Savi’s warblers. A 
platform near the south east corner of the lagoons provided our only cormorants of 
the trip, while a large roost of cattle egrets and squacco herons was in the edge of 
the reeds. 

5.3 Riet Vell 

We visited the hides overlooking a large pool at this organic rice enterprise on two 
evenings – 6th & 7th June. Little bittern was a highlight at the site – with several views 
of up to three birds on the 6th, and fewer views of at least two birds on the 7th. Also 
here were great reed warblers, Savi’s warblers (heard only), night herons, squaccos 
and breeding common terns. Walking along the track from the road, we had large 
numbers of purple gallinules (30+ on the 6th) on the rice fields, with tree sparrows in 
the trackside trees. 

5.4 L’Alfucada and Illa de Buda 

A large viewing tower situated near the beach just south of the mouth of the Ebro 
provides views over L’Alfucada to the south and the Illa de Buda to the North. 
L’Alfucada is reported as a reliable site for great white egret, and so it proved for us 
with three birds feeding on the lagoon. To the north the Illa de Buda had good 
numbers of flamingos and avocets, and seven glossy ibises were flying off south. 

5.5 Garxal 

Having crossed the Ebro by transbordador we headed east out of Deltebre to the 
north side of the Ebro mouth. Hides overlook the shallow sea lagoon of La Garxal. 
Here in addition to more flamingos we had another great white egret, and we added 
shoveller (4) and greenshank (6) to the trip list, and with the many whiskered terns 
we had at least six black terns. 

5.6 Canal Vell 

This site, also on the north delta, was a little disappointing. From the mirador we saw 
more flamingos and had seven glossy ibises overhead, with purple gallinules along 
the edge of the rice field and whiskered terns patrolling the channels. 
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5.7 Punta de la Banya 

From the beach at the end of the road past La Tancada, a five km sand spit runs 
south to an impressive Audouin’s gull colony. The far end of the spit also holds a 
breeding area for flamingos, but this was not accessible to us.  

The spit itself can be driven, and en route we saw collared pratincoles from the start 
– amassing a total of at least 31 birds at the trackside and in the low dunes. We also 
saw a few Kentish plovers as we travelled to view impressive numbers of Audouin’s 
gulls at the furthermost accessible point – many of which had chicks, with birds at 
various stages of development. 

5.8 Comales 

On the evening of 8/6 we drove to Comales in the north Ebro Delta to try for Red-
necked Nightjars. We drove south out of the town and chose an area of woodland 
between  the railway line and the main road. Here at 9.30pm we began to hear birds 
calling, and had good views of a bird singing from a pine tree near the railway. Later 
we drove the road which skirts the northern edge of the woodlands and had a total of 
three birds perched on the road, held in the headlights. 

 

 

6. Els Ports de Tortosa-Beseit 

We made the drive of about an hour north from our campsite in the Ebro Delta to 
spend a leisurely day in this mountainous national park. Once we arrived in the area 
we made several random stops, at one of which (just north of Mas de Berberans) we 
had a singing wryneck. 

6.1 Barranc de Lloret 

This was a fascinating location. A narrow road winds its way for several kilometers 
along the valley as the surrounding hills become more and more steep and rocky. 
Near the end of the driveable section we came across a bull farm with its very own 
small bullring, and signs warning of the “peril” from wild bulls! Fortunately we didn’t 
succumb to the peril, and we parked where we reached some very substantial iron 
gates. The gates were open, but we resisted the temptation to drive through, instead 
parking and walking onward. This was just as well because a guy in a van drove 
back past us and stopped to indicate that he would be locking the gates (no problem, 
because an unlocked pedestrian gate was part of the entrance). This was one of 
several examples of grappling with language differences through complex sign-
language. 
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This valley provided much to enjoy. Woodland / scrub species, such as spotted 
flycatcher, woodchat, firecrest, melodious warbler, serins and nightingales were 
complemented by crag martins, alpine swifts and red-billed choughs as we made our 
way further along the valley. Viewing the spectacular crags beyond the iron gates 
gave us lots of griffons and an adult golden eagle perched on a high crag. As we left 
we stopped to scope a mammal silhouetted on a crag. Expecting it to be an ibex, we 
were surprised (and pleased) to find it was a chamois! 

 

6.2 Els Estrets 

We visited this site in an unsuccessful effort to see Bonelli’s eagle. West describes 
the site well, and we followed his instructions but without the desired result! 
However, again we found some striking scenery and did see griffons and Egyptian 
vulture. At the car parking area at Port d’Arnes we found a sheltered stream which 
provided an enjoyable hour or so of dragonflying. 

 

7. Llobrogat Delta reserve. 

This delightful reserve is situated tightly alongside the southern edge of Barcelona 
airport. We spent the final afternoon of our trip here before catching our mid-evening 
flight home. After a while we were able to tune-out the constant sound of arriving and 
departing aircraft! 

We spent an initial couple of hours in the hides sheltering from the rain, which 
seemed to want to remind us that we were returning to the UK! Here we saw what 
were, surprisingly, our only little ringed plovers of the trip. We also added green 
sandpiper and knot to the list at this site. We had our final experience of 
Mediterranean birding, with fan-tailed, Sardinian, great reed and Savi’s warblers, 
bee-eaters, little bittern, spotless starlings, serins, short-toed treecreeper, and 
“Spanish” yellow wagtails. On the scrapes we had Audouin’s gulls and night heron, 
whilst the reedbeds and scrub gave us hoopoe, cuckoo, crested lark etc. A couple of 
special birds came in the shape of an unexpected common waxbill, and a worked-for 
male penduline tit. 

Following directions given to us by the guy in the information kiosk, as we left we 
turned left at the reserve entrance, drove a hundred or so metres and checked the 
roadside eucalyptus wood to find several huge nests of monk parakeet. We saw 
several parakeets on and around the nests, with others flying in and out of the wood. 
We were surprised to find an alpine swift amongst swifts and hirundines over a 
nearby roadside open area.  
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List of bird species recorded: 

 

1. Shelduck: 
Small numbers seen in the Ebro Delta, and 4 + (including a bird with downy 
young) at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve 9/6. 
 

2. Gadwall: 
Common in the Ebro Delta, with birds also at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve 
9/6. 
 

3. Mallard: 
The only duck seen away from the coast, with flight views of ones and twos 
at several sites. Common in the Ebro Delta and at the Delta de Llobrogat 
reserve. 
 

4. Shoveller: 
2 drakes and 2 females together on the lagoon at Garxal 7/6. 
 

5. Red-crested Pochard: 
Very common in the Ebro Delta, with several very large flocks on open water 
in the largest lagoons. Others at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

6. Pochard: 
A drake flew past the hides at Delta de Llobrogat 9/6. 
 

7. Red-legged Partridge: 
2 were seen on the drive to Riglos 3/6, and one came to drink and dust-
bathe at the pool at El Planeron 5/6. 
 

8. Common Quail: 
1 heard singing from cereal field near El Planeron 5/6; 1 seen on a track 
through cereal fields in the Alfes Drylands 6/6. 
 

9. Little Grebe: 
Present in good numbers in the Ebro Delta and at the Delta de Llobrogat 
reserve. 
 

10. Great Crested Grebe: 
Good numbers on open water in the Ebro Delta, with additional birds at the 
Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

11. Gannet: 
4 offshore from Delta de Llobrogat 9/6. 
 

12. Cormorant: 
2 on island, L’Encanyissada (Ebro) 7/6. 
 

13. Little Bittern: 
Good views of up to three birds at Riet Vell 6/7 and 7/7; two from hides at 
Delta de Llobrogat 9/6. 
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14. Night Heron: 
Widespread throughout the Ebro Delta. An adult and two young at the Delta 
de Llobrogat reserve 9/6. 
 

15. Squacco Heron: 
Surprisingly common and confiding in the Ebro Delta, with birds present in 
almost any wet area. 
 

16. Cattle Egret: 
Several birds in the Alfres Drylands, and (in contrast to squaccos) quite 
scarce in the Ebro Delta. 
  

17. Little Egret: 
Common in the Ebro Delta and at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
Occasional elsewhere. 
 

18. Great White Egret: 
Three on Alfucada (from observation tower at Illa de Buda) and one at 
Garxal (Ebro) 7/6 
 

19. Grey Heron: 
Present in good numbers throughout the Ebro Delta. 
 

20. Purple Heron: 
One or two seen in flight at locations away from the coast, but common in 
the Ebro Delta. 
 

21. White Stork: 
We began to see white storks as we approached Zaragosa en-route for the 
Belchite Steppe 5/6, and saw more birds near the Alfres Drylands 6/6. 
 

22. Glossy Ibis: 
Frequently seen in flight in groups of up to nine birds, and several birds 
feeding,on rice fields at various locations in the Ebro 6/7 and 7/7. 
 

23. Greater Flamingo: 
Good numbers all over the Ebro Delta. 
 

24. Black Kite: 
Common throughout the Pyrenees. On two occasions we had groups of up 
to 30 birds on and over freshly cut roadside fields. 
 

25. Red Kite: 
Another common bird of the Pyrenees. Often seen over villages. 
 

26. Lammergeier: 
An adult seen from the road just below the Boca del Infierno 4/6 was the 
only bird seen despite putting in a great deal of effort! 
 

27. Egyptian Vulture: 
Frequent in the Pyrenees, with birds occurring singly and in pairs. 
 

28. Griffon Vulture: 
A very common bird throughout, except in coastal locations. 
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29. Short-toed Eagle: 
1 soaring with griffon vultures near the road tunnel on the Hecho – Anso 
road 4/6. 
 

30. Marsh Harrier: 
Birds were only seen in Llanos de la Violada 5/5, surprisingly none seen in 
the Ebro Delta. 
 

31. Montagu’s Harrier: 
A male was over steppe habitat at El Planeron (Belchite) early morning 6/6. 
  

32. Goshawk: 
1 over woodland in the Hecho Valley 4/6. 
 

33. Common Buzzard: 
Frequent in sites away from the coast. 
 

34. Golden Eagle: 
An adult was perched on a crag in the Barranc de Lloret (Els Ports) 8/6 for 
over half an hour before flying off. 
 

35. Booted Eagle: 
1 over hillside near Gurrea de Gallego 5/6 
 

36. Kestrel: 
Frequent in suitable habitats, especially the Alfres Drylands. 
 

37. Hobby: 
1 was over the “airport” in the Alfes Drylands 6/6, and another which sat in a 
nearby field in the rain was joined by another bird as it flew off. 
 

38. Peregrine: 
1 at the Refugio de Garbadito 3/6, another soaring over the Refugio de 
Belagua later the same day. 
 

39. Moorhen: 
Common in the Ebro Delta and the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

40. Purple Swamphen (Gallinule): 
Good numbers in the Ebro Delta. 
 

41. Coot: 
Common in the Ebro Delta and the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

42. Oystercatcher: 
Up to three at La Tancada (Ebro). 
 

43. Black-winged Stilt: 
Common in the Ebro Delta and the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

44. Avocet: 
Good numbers in the Ebro Delta and the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

45. Stone Curlew: 
At least five birds were seen around the Alfes Drylands 6/6. 
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46. Collared Pratincole: 

Always two or three birds on the beach near La Tancada. On 7/6, a five 
kilometre drive along the sand spit of Punta de la Banya produced a total of 
31 birds near the track and in the dunes. Two birds were over La Tancada 
on 8/6. 
 

47. Little Ringed Plover: 
Only seen at Delta de Llobrogat 9/6, where at least three were in front of the 
hides. 
 

48. Kentish Plover: 
Present in the Ebro Delta, particularly at La Tancada, but in numbers lower 
than anticipated. 
 

49. Grey Plover: 
A winter plumaged bird was on La Tancada 7/6. 
 

50. Knot: 
A single summer plumaged bird was seen from the hides at Delta de 
Llobrogat 9/9. 
 

51. Curlew: 
One at La Tancada 8/6. 
 

52. Redshank: 
Frequent in the Ebro Delta and the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

53. Greenshank: 
6 birds at Garxal, Ebro, 7/6. 
 

54. Green Sandpiper: 
1 from hides at Delta de Llobrogat 9/6. 
 

55. Black-headed Gull: 
Good numbers across the Ebro Delta and at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

56. Slender-billed Gull: 
Birds always present on La Tancada, with best total 18 on 8/6. 
 

57. Audouin’s Gull: 
Common in the Ebro Delta – particularly the South Delta, where birds 
seemed to be present on almost every rice field. Large numbers, including 
birds with chicks were at the colony at the end of the Punta de la Banya 
sand spit, 7/6. 40+ from the hides at Llobrogat Delta 9/6. 
 

58. Yellow-legged Gull: 
Common along the coast, with birds also met frequently at inland sites. 
 

59. Little Tern: 
Common in the Ebro Delta, where breeding birds present on La Tancada 
with breeding birds also at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

60. Gull-billed Tern: 
Good numbers in the Ebro Delta. 
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61. Caspian Tern: 

Two were on La Tancada mid evening on 7/6. 
 

62. Whiskered tern: 
A very common bird in the Ebro Delta. 
 

63. Black Tern: 
C6 birds were with whiskered terns over Garxal 7/6. 
 

64. Sandwich Tern: 
Birds could always be seen offshore from Ebro beaches. 
 

65. Common Tern: 
Frequent in the Ebro Delta. 
 

66. Black-bellied Sandgrouse: 
Four birds came in to drink at the pool at El Planeron early evening 5/6. One 
flew over the nearby Dupont’s lark site early next morning making it’s 
“bubbling” call. 
 

67. Pin-tailed Sandgrouse: 
Birds began arriving at the pool at El Planeron at 6.45pm on 5/6. By the time 
all birds had left at 7.25pm a total of 14 had visited. 
 

68. Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon: 
Some allegedly pure Rock Doves were on rock faces at Riglos 3/6, 
otherwise feral pigeons were seen in several urban locations. 
  

69. Woodpigeon: 
Frequent, but not as common as here in the UK. 
 

70. Collared Dove: 
Widespread in suitable locations. 
 

71. Turtle Dove: 
Three in orchards between Codo and El Planeron 5/6. 
 

72. Monk Parakeet: 
Several small groups flew over the road as we tried to extricate ourselves 
from Barcelona on 2/6. Several large nests were in a roadside eucalypt 
plantation about 100m to the left of the entrance gate (when leaving) of the 
Delta de Llobrogat reserve. A number of birds showed well here on 9/6. 
 

73. Cuckoo: 
Heard at several locations including Garbadito and Oroel. Seen at the Illa de 
Buda (Ebro) and at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

74. Scop’s Owl: 
1 heard singing in the campsite at Hecho in the early hours of 5/6. 
 

75. Little Owl: 
1 near Gurrea de Gallego 5/6; 2 in in the clay quarry near El Planeron 6/6. 
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76. Tawny Owl: 
1 calling at dawn at the campsite at Hecho, 5/6. 
 

77. European Nightjar: 
1, possibly 2 birds were calling late evening 3/6 near the campsite at Hecho, 
and were heard again the following evening. 
 

78. Red-necked Nightjar: 
On the evening of 8/6 we drove to Comales in the north Ebro Delta to try for 
Red-necked Nightjars. We drove south out of the town and chose an area of 
woodland between the railway line and the main road. Here at 9.30pm we 
began to hear birds calling, and had good views of a bird singing from a pine 
tree near the railway. Later we drove the road which skirts the northern edge 
of the woodlands and had a total of three birds perched on the road, held in 
the headlights. 
 

79. Common Swift: 
Common throughout. 
 

80. Alpine Swift: 
Five at Garbadito 4/6, three in the Barranc de Lloret 8/6, and one at sea 
level near the Delta de Llobrogat 9/6. 
 

81. Bee-eater: 
Recorded in all the areas visited. 
 

82. Hoopoe: 
Frequent, seen in most of the areas visited. 
 

83. Wryneck: 
A bird was singing and giving flight views near olive groves just north of Mas 
de Berberans in the Els Ports de Tortosa-Beseit 8/6. 
 

84. Iberian Green Woodpecker: 
A “fly-past” at the wallcreeper site at Garbadito 4/6, and another on the 
roadside as we left the site the same day. One flew across the main E90 
motorway near Lleida 6/6, and one along the entrance track at the Delta de 
Llobrogat reserve. 
 

85. Black Woodpecker: 
One flew across the road and perched briefly in roadside trees as we left the 
Refugio de Garbadito 4/6. Another heard calling in woodland near the 
Parador at Oroel the same evening. 
 

86. Great Spotted Woodpecker: 
One near Oroel 4/6. 
 

87. Dupont’s Lark: 
A single phrase of song was heard in mid afternoon at La Lomaza de 
Belchite on 5/6. Later in the evening of the same day we could hear no song 
at the well-known site at El Planeron. However, having camped overnight by 
the track opposite this site, we heard at least four birds in song as dawn 
broke on 6/6. Singing continued into quite reasonable light, but we were able 
to get no more than a few brief glimpses of the birds themselves! 
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88. Calandra Lark: 

One in the Llanos de la Violada near Gurrea de Gallego 5/6; common in the 
Belchite Steppes. 
 

89. Short-toed Lark: 
Seen  in the Llanos de la Violada near Gurrea de Gallego 5/6; common in 
the Belchite Steppes. 
 

90. Lesser Short-toed Lark: 
Probably the most common lark seen in the Belchite Steppe, particularly in 
the reserves of La Lomanza and El Planeron. 
 

91. Crested Lark: 
Common throughout in suitable habitat. 
 

92. Thekla Lark: 
Frequent in the Belchite Steppe. 
 

93. Skylark: 
Widespread but not common, with birds seen/heard in the Pyrenees, the 
Llanos de la Violada, Belchite Steppe and Els Ports. 
 

94. Sand Martin: 
Small numbers seen at Reit Vell in the Ebro Delta (South) on 6/6. 
 

95. Crag Martin: 
Frequent in suitable habitat in the Pyrenees and Els Ports. 
 

96. Swallow: 
Widespread and common. 
 

97. House Martin: 
Widespread and common. 
 

98. (Spanish) Yellow Wagtail: 
Birds of the Iberian race seen at various locations in the Ebro Delta, and at 
the Delta de Llobrogat reserve. 
 

99. Grey Wagtail: 
Several birds seen on or near streams in the Pyrenees. 
 

100 White Wagtail: 
Frequent throughout. 
 

101 Dipper: 
In the Pyrenees we checked many likely looking streams and this paid off on 
3/6, when one flew upstream in the Valle de Zuriza. 
 

102 Wren: 
Frequent in suitable habitats. 
 

103 Dunnock: 
Seen at several locations in the Pyrenees, including on the French side of 
the Piedra San Martin Pass. 
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104 Robin: 

Common at the Refugio de Garbadito. 
 

105 Nightingale: 
A common bird in suitable habitats. 
 

106 Black Redstart: 
Common in the Pyrenees, especially in urban settings. 
 

107 Stonechat: 
Seen occasionally in the Pyrenees, including at Riglos 3/6. 
 

108 Northern Wheatear: 
Seen at the Piedra San Martin Pass3/6; the Refugio de Belagua (displaying); 
near a pig farm east of El Planeron and in the ruins at Belchite. 
 

109 Black-eared Wheatear: 
A pair seen in a dry Barranc to the north of La Lomaza de Belchite 5/6, and 
a pair with two fledged young seen in the old clay quarry near El Planeron 
6/6. 
 

110 Black Wheatear: 
We put a great deal of effort into finding this species. We failed at Riglos, 
and despite checking numerous dry barrancos in the Belchite Steppe we 
failed there too. This lead us to drive to Mequinenza, where (as suggested 
by West) we found a pair on the rocky slopes below the castle (we scoped 
the birds from a pull-off on the road below next to the river) 6/6. 
 

111 Blue Rock Thrush: 
Seen in suitable habitats in the Pyrenees (including Riglos 3/6); a male with 
a well-grown fledged chick at the castle at Mequinenza 6/6 and birds seen in 
Els Ports 8/6. 
 

112 Blackbird: 
Present in suitable habitats. 
 

113 Song Thrush: 
Seen and heard in small numbers at the Refugio de Garbadito. 
 

114 Mistle Thrush: 
At least two birds frequenting the “meadow” on the track from the Refugio to 
the wallcreeper site at Garbadito. 
 

115 Cetti’s Warbler: 
Common throughout  in any wetland habitat (including streamside vegetation 
in the Pyrenees). 
 

116 Fan-tailed Warbler: 
Common throughout in suitable habitat. 
 

117 Savi’s Warbler: 
Heard and seen at several locations in the Ebro Delta, and heard at the 
Delta de Llobrogat 9/6. 
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118 Reed Warbler: 

Present throughout the Ebro Delta. 
 

119 Great Reed Warbler: 
Fairly common in the Ebro Delta, and birds also heard at the Delta de 
Llobrogat reserve. 
 

120 Melodious Warbler: 
Several heard, birds seen at Puente de Murillo 2/6; Barranc de Lloret 8/6; 
 

121 Blackcap: 
A common bird, heard from any suitable habitat – particularly in the 
Pyrenees. 
 

122 Western Orphean Warbler: 
2 birds seen well, singing near the tunnel on the Hecho – Anso road 4/6. 
 

123 Subalpine Warbler: 
Not common, but heard / seen on several occasions in suitable habitat. 
 

124 Sardinian Warbler: 
Present in much of the suitable habitat throughout. 
 

125 Bonelli’s Warbler: 
Several birds were singing in woodlands near the Parador at Oroel 4/6. 
 

126 Chiffchaff: 
Only heard singing at Garbadito and near the Parador at Oroel. 
 

127 Goldcrest: 
Heard and seen occasionally in the Pyrenees. 
 

128 Firecrest: 
More frequent than goldcrest, particularly in the Pyrenees. 
 

129 Spotted Flycatcher: 
One sitting on the wall of the small bull-ring in the Barranc de Lloret 8/6. 
 

130 Long-tailed Tit: 
Quite large flocks seen at Puente de Murillo and by the river at Puente la 
Reina. Elsewhere, occasional ones and twos at various sites. 
 

131 Blue Tit: 
Occasional in suitable habitat. 
 

132 Great Tit: 
Common, particularly in the Pyrenees. 
 

133 Crested Tit: 
Fairly common in woods at the Refugio de Garbadito, and heard in the 
woods near the Parador at Oroel. 
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134 Coal Tit: 

Common in pine woodlands around Garbadito and near the Parador at 
Oroel. 
 

135 Nuthatch: 
Seen in woodland at the Refugio de Garbadito and near the Parador at 
Oroel. 
 

136 Wallcreeper: 
An unproductive visit to the site at Garbadito on the afternoon of 3/3 left us 
worried that birds might not be present in 2010. However, an early start next 
morning paid off when at 8.30am the male appeared on the rock-face and 
performed well for about ten minutes before flying off across the valley. We 
stuck around hoping for other good birds, and just after 10am a bird was 
calling strongly and both male and female were seen together. These birds 
then spent over 30 minutes flicking around the rock faces in time-honoured 
fashion! 
 

137 Short-toed Treecreeper: 
1 on a tall palm tree in the Delta de Llobrogat reserve 9/6. 
 

138 Penduline Tit: 
A male in canal-side vegetation along the entrance track at the Delta de 
Llobrogat reserve 9/6. 
 

139 Golden Oriole: 
Surprisingly, our only record of this species was of two calling in trees on the 
north side of the airport at the Alfes Drylands 6/6. 
 

140 Red-backed Shrike: 
Several birds were seen at locations in the Pyrenees, including a pair 
present at the beginning of the road to the Refugio at Garbadito each time 
we passed. 
 

141 Southern Grey Shrike: 
In the Belchite Steppe one was seen on roadside trees just east of Codo and 
another visited the pool at El Planeron (5/6). 
 

142 Woodchat Shrike: 
Seen in modest numbers throughout. 
 

143 Jay: 
Several in woodlands in the Pyrenees. 
 

144 Magpie: 
Present throughout. 
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145 Alpine Chough: 
Best views were obtained around the Piedra San Martin Pass (3/6), where 
birds were present with a flock of red-billed chough around the ski lift, and 
close to the road on the Spanish side of the pass. Birds were seen at the 
Refugio de Belagua (including one on the Refugio roof) on the return 
journey.  
 
At the “wallcreeper” site at the Regugio de Garbadito chough were 
constantly overhead and could also be seen on distant mountainsides.  
Although views were generally distant, from time to time it was possible to 
pick out alpine choughs with a degree of confidence. 
 

146 Red-billed Chough: 
A widespread species. Common in the Pyrenees (especially at the Piedra 
San Martin Pass and Garbadito), we also saw birds in the Els Ports NP at 
the Barranc de Lloret. Most surprising was one which came to drink at the 
pool at El Planeron 5/6. 
 

147 Jackdaw: 
Fairly common. 
 

148 Carrion Crow: 
Present throughout in small numbers, although a large flock (20+) was 
present in the Valle de Zuriza 3/6. 
 

149 Raven: 
Fairly common in the Pyrenees, a few in the Els Ports NP. 
 

150 Spotless Starling: 
Common throughout (the only starling species seen). 
 

151 House Sparrow: 
Common. 
 

152 Tree Sparrow: 
Frequent. Good numbers north of the “airport” at the Alfres Drylands, and 
regular at Reit Vell in the Ebro Delta. 
 

153 Rock Sparrow: 
One, possibly two at Riglos 3/6. 
 

154 Common Waxbill: 
One was feeding actively in reeds at the Delta de Llobrogat reserve 9/6. 
 

155 Chaffinch: 
Common in suitable habitat, particularly in the Pyrenees. 
 

156 Serin: 
Common. 
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157 Citril Finch: 
Birds were straightforward to see at the Refugio de Garbadito. The open 
area around the Refugio building usually held two or three birds and the 
“meadow” along the track to the wallcreeper site always had three or four 
birds feeding on the ground and flying around. On 3/6 birds were heard at 
the Piedra San Martin Pass, and several were around the Refugio de 
Belagua. 
 

158 Greenfinch: 
Frequent, particularly in the Pyrenees. 
 

159 Goldfinch: 
Common. 
 

160 Linnet: 
Frequent in the Pyrenees. 
 

161 Bullfinch: 
One in roadside bushes just north of Siresa in the Hecho Valley 4/6. 
 

162 Yellowhammer: 
One singing at the Refugio de Belagua 3/6. 
 

163 Cirl Bunting: 
Frequent in the Pyrenees, smaller numbers in the Els Ports NP. 
 

164 Corn Bunting: 
Common in the Pyrenees, frequent in the Belchite Steppe. 
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Dragonflies: 

Because the trip was focused around birds, opportunities for dragon-flying were few. 
There were also surprisingly few “casual” sightings of odonata, making our list quite 
short! 

However, having taken nets we took a couple of opportunities to spend time 
searching for and identifying dragonflies and damselflies at two sites: 

 

1) Pond near Codo 

To the north of the CP09, just east of the village of Codo is a small pond with 
a hide overlooking it. We stood at the roadside overlooking the pond and were 
able to identify several species, including western clubtail, white featherleg, 
scarlet darter, Iberian bluetail and dainty damselfly. 

 

2) Stream at Els Estrets 

Near the car park where the track ends at Port d’Arne is a mountain stream. 
When we were there water flow was minimal, giving a range of habitats where 
the stream narrowed or broadened, or was more or less shaded by waterside 
vegetation. Despite a brisk breeze, several species were observed, including 
western demoiselle, orange-spotted emerald, small red damselfly, emperor 
dragonfly and southern hawker. 

 

 

1 Western Demoiselle (Calopteryx xanthostoma): 
A male in vegetation beside stream at Els Estrets 8/6. 
 

2 Iberian Bluetail (Ischnura graellsii): 
Several over pond east of Codo 5/6. 
 

3 Dainty Damselfly (Coenagrion scitulum): 
A few of this species on pond east of Codo 5/6. 
 

4 Small Red-eyed Damselfly (Erythromma viridulum): 
Many on vegetation on pond east of Codo 5/6. 
 

5 Small Red Damselfly (Ceriagrion tenellum): 
A male near stream at Els Estrets 8/6. 
 

6 White Featherleg (Platycnemis latipes): 
A male on reedy edge of pond east of Codo 5/6. 
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7 Southern Hawker (Aeshna cyanea): 

A male at the stream at Els Estrets 8/6. 
 

8 Emperor Dragonfly (Anax imperator): 
1 patrolling pond east of Codo 5/6; 1 over stream at Els Estrets 8/6. 
 

9 Lesser Emperor (Anax parthenope): 
1 along roadside at the Isla de Buda (Ebro) 7/6. 
 

10 Western Clubtail (Gomphus pulchellus): 
1 male on reeds of pond east of Codo 5/6. 
 

11 Black-tailed Skimmer (Orthetrum cancellatum): 
Several on paths between hides at La Garxal (Ebro) 7/6 
 

12 Orange-spotted Emerald (Oxygastra curtisii): 
Several males patrolling stream edges, Els Estrets 8/6. 
 

13 Red-veined Darter (Sympetrum fonscolombii) : 
Several long the path to the mirador at Canal Vell (Ebro) 7/6 
 

14 Scarlet Darter (Crocothemis erythraea): 
A male over the pond east of Codo 5/6. 
 
 
 

 

Mammals: 

We came across very few mammals: 

 

Rabbit: Seen at several suitable locations. 

Brown Hare : One on the approaches to the Els Ports de Tortosa Beseit NP, 8/6. 

Red Fox: One seemed to be attracted to our campsite at El Planeron 5/6, and spent 
several minutes nervously deciding whether our evening meal was worth making a 
rush for. Eventually it decided against, and drifted off into the scrub. 

Chamois: As we left the Barranc de Lloret on 8/6 we ‘scoped an animal standing on 
a high crag which turned out to be of this species. 

Roe Deer: One in woodland on the road leaving the Refugio de Garbadito 3/6. 
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Other Creatures: 

There were many creatures of different orders which we had neither the knowledge 
or skills to identify. The following lists are woefully short, considering the range of 
species available for identification! 

 

Butterflies: 

According to the literature, NE Spain is Europe’s premier area for butterflies, and we 
saw very many which had to remain unidentified. The following are the species 
which we did identify during our stay: 

Swallowtail - Ebro 
 
Scarce Swallowtail - Pyrenees 
 
Black-Veined White  -    Pyrenees 
 
(Mountain/Portuguese) Dappled White - Pyrenees 
 
(Desert/Moroccan) Orange-Tip - Pyrenees 
 
Clouded Yellow (Mountain) - Pyrenees 
 
Cleopatra - Pyrenees 
 
Brimstone - Pyrenees 
 
Camberwell Beauty - Pyrenees 
 
Small Tortoiseshell 
 
Painted Lady 
 
Red Admiral - Ebro 
 
(Western/Esper's/Spanish) Marbled White - Pyrenees 
 
(Southern/Spanish) Gatekeeper - Pyrenees 
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Speckled Wood – Tortosa-Beseit 
 
Wall Brown - Ebro 
 
Ilex Hairstreak - Tortosa-Beseit 
 
(Little/Small/Carswell's) Blue - Pyrenees 
 
Holly Blue - Tortosa-Beseit 
 
Adonis Blue - Pyrenees 
 
Tufted Marbled Skipper - Ebro 
 
Duke of Burgundy - Pyrenees 
 
 (We also saw a couple of hummingbird hawk moths). 

 

Reptiles / Amphibians: 

We saw numerous lizards and several dead snakes, none of which we could identify 
with certainty!  

We heard and saw Marsh Frogs (or “Iberian Water Frog” as some guides would 
have it) at most wet locations. At our campsite in the Ebro Delta, darkness was 
greeted by an impressive nightly chorus! 
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