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Tour Leader:    Daniel Green   Tour Leader & Ornithologist  

    Mike Youdale  Naturetrek co-leader & Naturalist 

Together with 16 Naturetrek clients 

Day 1  Wednesday 27th May 

We departed from Stansted airport in the morning and arrived at Vasteras airport at 2.10pm. Here we gathered 

our luggage and met our local guide Daniel Green. After the buses were loaded, we headed off just down the 

road to Bjornon, for some snacks by the river. Whilst enjoying the first of many fantastic lunches, we were 

treated with our first Osprey, which soared high above, looking to get some lunch of its own.  We barely had 

time to take a bite out of our sandwiches when another bird of prey broke the tree line. Binoculars were out and 

a fantastic male Honey Buzzard was identified which circled slowly above on a thermal which allowed easy views 

for the entire group. Our tour list continued to grow quickly with the resident Mallard, Coot and Great-crested 

Grebe spotted on the river and also House Martin, Swallows and Black-headed Gulls present in the area.  

 

After lunch, we moved on to nearby woodland in search of Red-breasted Flycatchers. We slowly walked through 

the wood, listening out for its song. Wood Warblers were in abundance and showed really well.  We could also 

hear Pied Flycatcher singing quietly in the distance, along with Treecreeper, Nuthatch and Willow Warbler, to 

name but a few but, sadly, there was no Red-breasted Flycatcher to be seen today. We decided to try another day 

so we walked back to the bus through the woods, adding more of the common woodland birds to our lists.  

 

With everyone onboard, we drove towards our first hotel where we could unpack and have dinner before 

heading out in search of our first Swedish specialty, the Great Grey Owl near Skultuna.  Arriving at the hotel, the 

group were treated to a flurry of birds using the feeders on the front lawn, with Great Spotted Woodpecker, 

Nuthatch, Blue and Great Tit, Siskin and, even more exciting for some of the group, two Red Squirrels! As we 

made our way to our rooms, we could hear the singing of Blackcap, Garden Warbler, Icterine Warbler and Pied 

Flycatcher, but we would be having a better look at these species in the morning.  

 

After a wonderful dinner, we gathered our 

birdwatching equipment and loaded the 

buses. As we were driving to the area 

where we hoped to watch the Owl, both 

buses came grinding to a halt as a Moose 

stood close to the side of the road in a 

clearing of trees. This enormous animal 

watched us for a while, before deciding to 

head back into the trees and out of sight. 

We eventually pulled up at a meadow, in an 

area surrounded by woodland, where the 

Great Grey Owl had been seen in the past 

few days. We all got out and set up our 

telescopes to start the wait.  

 
Hotels’ woodland surrounding by Mike Youdale 
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Whilst standing at the side of the road, our first Long-tailed Tits of the tour flew through, calling as they went. 

They eventually settled for a short time in the trees close by, and those who were quick enough to get their 

binoculars up managed good views of this species. The Long-tailed Tits in Sweden are of the different race called 

caudatus and they stand out differently as they have a completely white head. It was good for everyone to see 

them and to compare the differences with the British race. As time passed, Woodcock started roding around us, 

the high pitch ‘pissp’ note not being the most audible as it flew overhead. A Red-backed Shrike was also present, 

sitting on a small bush, thus enabling everyone to get great views of this fantastic species. Whinchat and Willow 

Warbler were also singing in the trees surrounding us. We continued to wait for the Owl, with Roe Deer helping 

to entertain us, also a couple of Wild Boar which snuffled around in the forest edge. This was all fantastic, but 

there was still no owl! The group then split up and one bus went to another nearby meadow where owls are seen 

hunting. More Woodcock kept the remaining group busy until, all of a sudden, from out of nowhere, the Great 

Grey Owl swooped in and landed on a fencepost in front of the group! Luckily the other half of the group 

weren’t far away and returned quickly, and was able to get great views of the owl, until it flew a little further back 

and settled in some trees. We decided now would be the perfect time for some tea and coffee, and we all enjoyed 

a nice drink whilst watching the Great Grey Owl which continued to hunt through the meadow in front of us, 

perching on fence posts and in the small trees that were scattered across the meadow area.  

 

Time was going by, but we didn’t really notice, as there wasn’t much change in the light. We decided to leave the 

Great Grey Owl, and go and try to see our next target species, the Pygmy Owl. We drove to a nearby site and 

stopped to see if we could hear the call in a suitable area for the species. Sadly, we couldn’t hear anything other 

than the ‘bubbling’ call of Black Grouse in the distance. We returned to the bus and tried another site, further 

down the road. We got out of the buses and this time we successfully heard the slow piping whistle of the Pygmy 

Owl. All of a sudden it went quiet, and a tiny bird flew quickly behind the group, passing us by only a few feet, 

before flying back into the top of a spruce, where it continued singing. Unfortunately, the bird was a silhouette, 

as it was getting close to midnight, but we could see it singing and it was very easy to see why it has the name 

Pygmy Owl, the smallest owl in Europe.  

 

We decided to leave the Pygmy Owl to its singing and travelled back towards the hotel, stopping in a few places 

hoping to hear Corncrake and Spotted Crake but, sadly, there were none. A Thrush Nightingale was heard 

though, before we arrived back at our hotel for a well-deserved sleep. What an amazing start to the tour! 

Day 2  Thursday 28th May 

Some of the group got up early to explore the amazing surrounds of the hotel. The tall pine trees and scrubby 

vegetation were home to a great array of species, such as Black Woodpecker and Icterine Warbler, but one 

species was very abundant and that was Pied Flycatcher, with at least 20 individuals seen and heard. 

 

After breakfast, we packed up the buses with our luggage, as we were staying at a different hotel that night, and 

started our journey north. Our first stop was at the same place as we had stopped the previous night to listen for 

crakes, near the village of Flackebo. As we climbed out of the bus, we could hear Thrush Nightingale singing in 

the dense carr scrub. We walked along the road to where we heard it calling loudest, but our attention was taken 

by the song of a Common Rosefinch on the other side of the road. After some searching, we found the 

Rosefinch sitting on top of a little bush, and it eventually flew closer enabling all the group to have great views, 

and it stayed long enough for us to get telescopes on it. Further up the road we could hear Reed Bunting, 
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Garden Warbler and Grasshopper Warbler singing from the vegetation. We finally stopped at a spot where a few 

Thrush Nightingales were singing. In this species, birds often nest close to each other, so it was hard to say for 

sure how many were singing. Their skulking habits mean that they are difficult to see and sadly, this time we were 

unable to see any of the singing birds in the dense cover they inhabit. On returning to the minibus, another two 

Common Rosefinch were perched in trees above, thus enabling us to have a final look, before moving onto our 

next destination at Farna Eco Park to search for some of the woodpecker species that are known to use this area. 

 

 Before we had driven very far, we stopped by a large lake near Fledsjon, where we saw our first Common Crane 

of the tour feeding in the long grass by the side of the road. On the lake our first Black Terns were added to the 

tour list, with five feeding in with the more numerous Common Terns. A Marsh Harrier then rose up from the 

reed bed and drifted slowly across the 

Phragmites-fringed water bodies before 

being lost to view. Whooper Swans, 

Goldeneye and Great-crested Grebe 

were on the lake with Black-headed 

Gulls, and a pair of Herring Gulls 

feeding their chicks. As we would be 

exploring this area more, later in the 

week, we drove onwards for about 40 

minutes to the Eco Park. On entering the 

park, the habitat was great for 

woodpeckers so we were all listening and 

looking hard to see if we could find any. 

Our first stop however, came a little 

sooner than we all expected, as a member 

of the group saw the briefest glimpse of a 

Hazel Grouse which ran off the road. This species is notoriously difficult to see, due to its elusive, skulking 

behaviour, but we stopped and checked the whole area around where the bird was seen although, sadly it didn’t 

come into view again, and we left after listening to Wood Warbler.  

 

We stopped further up the road and walked down to a Black Woodpecker nest site which was active. After 

waiting a short period, a Black Woodpecker flew in, showed very well for the group, before it moved slowly on 

through the trees and eventually out of view. As we did not want to disturb the nest area, and the birds, we left 

and walked back to the buses, hearing a few Long-tailed Tit and Siskin in the trees around us. 

 

We drove up to an area to have lunch and enjoyed our picnic, whilst hoping see more woodpeckers, specifically 

Grey-headed Woodpecker. About 400m from where we stopped, a Grey-headed Woodpecker nest was visible, 

so we put up our telescopes and started to watch to see if there was any activity. We enjoyed lunch, whilst 

checking on the nest hole occasionally, but saw no activity, although a Green Woodpecker was heard calling in 

the trees around us. Once we had finished lunch, packed up, and enjoyed some of the butterfly species around 

us, we turned our attention back to the nest hole. Finally we saw some activity, and a woodpecker popped its 

head out of the nest hole, the grey head and very visible red forehead patch helping to tell us that this bird was a 

male. The group all enjoyed fantastic views through the telescope before it retreated back into its nest. In the 

trees nearby, Lesser Whitethroat and Siskin were busy singing away whilst we boarded the bus and moved off. 

Black Woodpecker by Mike Youdale 
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View from Green Hotel by Mike Youdale 

 

Just before leaving the park, we stopped at a little area of woodland to discuss and look at what could be 

considered good habitat for Three-toed Woodpecker. As we walked into the wood, we noticed how the tree bark 

had been eaten by Bark Beetles and how the trees were starting to die due to this infestation. We stopped to have 

a look around and then, all of a sudden, we heard a drumming. We weren’t sure if we had imagined it, as some of 

the trees were rubbing against each other in the wind, but we moved slightly further into the woodland to listen 

again. Silence….then more drumming, then movement directly ahead of us. We raised our binoculars to see what 

had caught our eye and, to our amazement, a Three-toed Woodpecker stood there on the side of the tree, 

chipping away at the bark to find some beetles for lunch. This individual showed really well, working though the 

few trees in front of us before moving to the next tree and doing the same again. We watched this bird until the 

mosquitoes got a little too annoying. We were more than happy with the incredible views we had had, so we 

retreated to the bus. 

 

We continued our travels north, stopping half way along the route, to see if we could see some Ural Owls at a 

known nest site. There was no activity in the box, and it was assumed that the owl chicks had fledged a few days 

before, but that would mean they would still be close by. We searched the area but sadly we didn’t find any. Not 

wanting to be too late arriving at the hotel, we moved on again. Still wanting to see Ural Owls, we took a slight 

detour to Humdjiagens Nature Reserve where another pair was known to have had two chicks which had 

recently fledged. After searching the area, it seemed that we wouldn’t find them either, but eventually we 

managed to spot a chick sitting on a branch, a few hundred metres from the nest site. We all had fantastic views 

of the chick which was just sitting out in the open and, as the chicks were there, we assumed that the parents 

wouldn’t be far away. Finally we managed to find one of the adults who was watching us from a perch deeper in 

the trees. We enjoyed fantastic views of the chicks and adult but, as we were running a little late, we decided to 

leave these beautiful owls and go back to bus to finish our journey to the Green Lodge where we would be 

staying for the night. 

Day 3  Friday 29th May 

Another long drive lay ahead of us today as 

we continued our journey north, and our 

third hotel, so we got on the road early, at 

8am, leaving Green Lodge behind. En 

route, we stopped at a few water bodies just 

outside Osnean, for a leg stretch. We 

scanned across the water, and found our 

first Red-throated Divers of the tour. 

Across the road on another water body, a 

Black-throated Diver swam close by, 

allowing everyone to have fantastic views 

of this summer plumage bird, a plumage we 

rarely see in Britain. Two Common 

Sandpipers flew past and landed on the 

water’s edge feeding around the stones, 

again another trip tick. We took this 
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Fulufjallet National Park by Mike Youdale 

opportunity for a spot of tea and coffee as well, before we were ready to move on again, this time to Sarnan 

where we could stop and have a snack overlooking a large lake.  

 

We parked the buses and walked out to the edge of the water. From here, we could see a raft of Common Scoter 

with a single Velvet Scoter in with them, also Red-breasted Merganser were seen, as the tour list continued to 

grow. In the trees around where we stood, Icterine Warbler sang and eventually gave itself up, enabling those 

who had missed this warbler at the first hotel, to have great views as it fed in trees around us and in the 

neighbouring gardens. A mixed flock of finches were next, with Siskin the most numerous, but a group of at 

least 10 Redpoll were seen amongst them. Tree Sparrow, Mistle Thrush and a Fieldfare, which was sat on a nest, 

were all around the bus and a single Spotted Flycatcher worked the shoreline in search of its lunch. When 

everyone was refreshed and ready to move on, we left Sarnan, heading north again to Fulufjallet National Park, 

which sits on the border of Sweden and Norway. We started to encounter more snow, the further north we 

travelled, and as we gained altitude thick areas of snow still remained from the winter.  

 

We parked in the main car park, and wrapped up warm, as there was a very cold wind blowing. We started our 

circular walk, aiming for the large waterfall which in the past has been the site of breeding Gyr Falcon. We had 

no news this year as to whether the pair had bred, so there was only one way to find out and that was to go 

looking for ourselves. On reaching the waterfall and the 

viewpoint, we refuelled our caffeine levels with tea and 

coffee and scanned the ridges in search of the Gyr 

Falcons. After searching every nook and ledge on the cliff 

face, we still hadn’t managed to locate the Gyr Falcon, 

although we did manage a Raven and a Kestrel. The Gyr 

Falcons which breed here often use old Raven nests and, 

although we located a few of these, there was still no sign 

of the birds, therefore leading us to assume that maybe the 

poor weather this spring had meant the pair didn’t breed. 

We continued on our circular trail, navigating around a 

broken boardwalk, as the snow had collapsed it during the 

winter. Further along the trail, we met the snow line and 

the path disappeared. After some searching we re-found 

the path which was still under a lot of snow, which for this 

time of year, was very unusual, and we safely navigated our 

way down through the snow to the path. We continued 

the circular trail back to the main visitor centre from 

where we had started, managing to see two Ring Ouzels 

along the way and, when nearly back at the car park, a few 

members of the group managed good views of Siberian Jay, although it disappeared back into the trees before 

everyone could see it. With everyone back at the visitor centre, we started our lunch, whilst enjoying Willow Tit 

feeding in the trees around us and on some feeders near the centre. With time getting short again and lunch 

completed, we left this beautiful national park as we still had a long way to travel to reach our next hotel. Suitably 

fed and watered, we boarded the buses to start the next leg of our journey.  
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Great Snipe Lek at Midnight by Mike Youdale 

On the way, we stopped a few times to look at Whooper Swan, Wigeon, Velvet Scoter and some Greenshank 

before continuing on again. Near the village of Ranningsvalen, we came to a rather sudden halt, as a female 

Capercaillie stood on the side of the road. Everyone enjoyed fantastic views of this large forest-dwelling species, 

before it slowly walked back into the undergrowth and was eventually lost from sight. Less than half a mile 

further down the road, the brakes were applied again as another female Capercaillie stood on the roadside verge, 

although it quickly retreated to the undergrowth. We then entered the village of Ranningsvalen and heard 

Brambling. We got out of the buses and managed to locate three Brambling on some feeders in a garden. We all 

had fantastic views of these birds in full breeding plumage before heading back to the buses to continue our 

drive, but not before seeing Yellow Wagtail and Willow Tit.  

 

We arrived at the hotel, where we unloaded the luggage and settled in, before meeting for dinner. Some of the 

group had already explored the hotel surroundings and came across yet another female Capercaillie. As the 

weather had improved, we decided that tonight after dinner, we would drive up the road to a Great Snipe Lek. 

As the temperature was dropping, we all went back to our rooms to add a couple of layers of thermals before 

setting off. As we 

arrived at the area 

where the Great 

Snipe could be seen, 

we were greeted by a 

Mountain Hare and 

two Black Grouse. 

We started walking 

up a path, and had 

only walked 100m 

before we were 

literally stopped in 

our tracks by a male Bluethroat who was singing in a birch tree before landing in the middle of the path. We 

enjoyed fantastic views of this bird which moved around us singing, before we moved further up the trail. 

Willow Grouse were flying around us, and Wood Sandpiper were heard singing further up the hill. Eventually we 

heard what we had come for: Great Snipe. The distinctive song from the males sounds just like a table tennis ball 

being bounced on a table, getting quicker as it trails off. We settled down and scanned around the area where the 

sounds were coming from and then started to see the first few birds. The more we searched, the more snipe we 

found, with at least 10 individuals seen lekking and singing. There could have easily been a lot more in the area. 

We enjoyed watching the males lekking and time just flew by, but the quickly dropping temperatures reminded 

us that it was getting late, and at 1° Celsius, with a wind chill, we decided we were cold enough, and started to 

head back to the bus leaving the snipe to continue on without us.  

 

After a short drive back to the hotel, arriving just before midnight, we headed for our rooms but heard, in the 

distance, the deep ‘pu-po -po-po-po-po’ song of a Tengmalm’s Owl which seemed to be carrying for miles on 

the still night sky. We would leave that one for another night though... 
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Tundra at Flatruet by Mike Youdale 

Day 4  Saturday 30th May 

Again, the group headed out to explore the surroundings of the hotel with Icterine Warbler, Willow Warbler and 

Brambling being the highlights, plus Redwing and Fieldfare singing and our resident cuckoo. The loud far crying 

song of a Common Crane also heard in the distance, so not a bad way to start the day! 

 

After breakfast, we headed out to Flatruet Plateau in search of all the birds which call the remote tundra habitat 

their home. On arriving, we parked next to a small building, and enjoyed a cup of tea or coffee whilst getting 

used to the common sounds of singing Wood Sandpiper, Greenshank, Golden Plover and Dunlin. Without 

walking far from the bus, in a pond just across the road, a male Ruff was seen in the most magnificent breeding 

plumage, a sight which would become common over the next few hours. Looking back towards at the buses, a 

female Bluethroat was sitting on top of one of the vans before dropping to the floor and feeding around the 

wheels of the vehicles, before heading off across the tundra.  

 

We walked out onto the tundra, and were instantly surrounded by Wood Sandpiper, Ruff, Redshank, 

Greenshank and Dunlin all walking around on the snow-covered landscape surrounding us. Whilst walking 

across the tundra, Meadow Pipits were plentiful but we were attracted to a small bird which flew down in front 

of us and landed on the ground. A male Lapland Bunting, in full breeding colours! We all enjoyed this individual 

and the opportunity to take a few photos before walking on. Again we were stopped in our tracks by more 

Lapland Buntings rising from the tundra and singing above us, giving a high song flight, with tail fanned out, 

before dropping back down to the ground again.  

 

We continued scanning the landscape around us as Arctic Tern and Common Gull lifted from a distant, semi-

frozen, water body. Just then, we saw two Long-tailed Skuas rise up and start flying around this water body and 

being mobbed by the Terns and Gulls. We decided to walk in that direction to get a closer look at these birds 

but, all of a sudden, alarm calls went up from the Wood Sandpiper, Dunlin and Ruff which were nearby. We 

instinctively looked up, as this meant a predator was around, and we quickly spotted a Merlin flying across the 

tundra ahead of us. Once the waders had settled back down around us, we watched the Dunlin and Ruff for a 

little longer before walking on. Common 

Cranes were heard in the distance, and five 

birds flew up and towards us, enabling the 

group to have great views of a species, seen in 

a habitat not commonly associated with them.  

 

At this point, some of the group decided to 

head back to the bus, whilst the remainder 

continued walking across the tundra to an area 

of high ground. This would serve as a good 

vantage point to search for more birds across 

this outstretching habitat. It was from this 

point that the group managed better views of 

the Long-tailed Skuas that we had seen earlier, 

and also a pair of Long-tailed Duck which 
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were busy displaying. From here, another new species was added to our list, with two Red-necked Phalarope, 

seen on a small water body before flying off. Those who headed back to the bus were treated to great views of 

more Lapland Bunting but also Ringed Plover, Willow Grouse, two more Bluethroat and a single Temminck’s 

Stint which flew around with some Dunlin. When we all regrouped at the buses, we enjoyed a nice packed lunch 

whilst watching a herd of over 300 reindeer move across the tundra surrounding us.  

 

Lunch finished, we decided to drive off the plateau and back down to Brouks Vallama, to search for the Hawk 

Owl which has been present in that area in the past. We got to the area and, whilst some of the group popped 

into the local shop, the rest of the group checked around the houses but there was no sign of a Hawk Owl. The 

locals working in the shop said they hadn’t seen one in a while. We then slowly drove along the main road, 

checking every telegraph post and tree which we could see, but we didn’t manage to locate any, and decided to 

turn around and head back to the hotel. Within a matter of minutes, we came to a halt as we saw one perched on 

a telegraph post! We pulled over as the bird took flight and it flew down into the trees the other side of the road. 

After some frantic searching, we managed to relocate the bird, although the views were not the best, as the 

heavens had opened and it was pouring with rain. The bird flew again and we quickly followed it and managed 

again to relocate it, this time on an open branch where it sat happily, letting us all have great views through the 

telescopes and, even though it was pouring with rain, we managed a few photos. Eventually the Hawk Owl took 

off once again and flew out of sight, and this time was not relocated.  

 

We all decided we were happy with our views and the hotel was the next stop, so we climbed into the vans again 

and made our way back down the road. We had not been driving for more than five minutes when we spotted 

another Hawk Owl, sitting on a telegraph post. It took flight as the front van passed it, and almost flew right into 

the side of the van, seeming to just clip the back of the bus as it flew down into some trees. It settled into a tree 

and sat there. We moved the vans and once again all got out to get some better views of this bird, helped by the 

fact that the rain had stopped. Eventually the bird lifted and dropped down into the long grass, where it caught a 

vole and headed off in the opposite direction. Once again it started to pour down so we quickly jumped back in 

the buses. We wondered whether there could have been chicks around here so we thought we would come back 

and investigate further, if time allowed over the next few days.  

 

We drove back to the hotel, stopping en-route to look at the large lake in Funasdalen, where Velvet Scoter and 

Common Scoter were showing well, close into the shore, along with other wildfowl such as Teal and Wigeon. 

The ever-present Willow Warblers flitted through the scrub surrounding the car park and a single male Reed 

Bunting also put on a little show. We discussed the difference in the Willow Warblers we had seen, as one bird in 

particular looked completely grey compared to some of the more yellow tones in the other individuals. This led 

us to assume it was from the race acredula which breeds in northern Scandinavia, and not the nominate race 

trochilus which is common through most of Europe. After we had finished birdwatching around the lake, we 

headed back to the hotel for dinner…..just as the snow started to fall…..in May….. which quickly settled, and 

turned the landscape white before we retired to bed.  

Day 5  Sunday 31st May 

After an early breakfast, we left the hotel promptly, eager to explore the other side of the Flatruet Peninsula and 

some lakes over there. Just before we reached the plateau, we stopped by some old houses (which are for sale if 

anyone is interested...) to watch a few Cuckoos which were flying around. One Cuckoo, two Cuckoo, three, four, 
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Slavonian Grebe on nest by Mike Youdale 

five Cuckoos all sitting on broken off trees or fence posts and also a Pied Flycatcher which flew through the 

trees, perching briefly, before continuing on into the dense scrub. A Mountain Hare also put in a brief 

appearance, quickly appearing in the clearing of trees before seeing us and going back the way it came, through 

the trees and out of sight.  

 

It was still raining, so we continued up the road, only stopping to see a Willow Grouse, sitting on a fencepost. 

The further up we drove, the whiter it became as the previous night’s snow had covered most of the ground. On 

arriving at the top of the plateau, it was very grey and dark, with snow covering the road and everywhere we had 

walked the day before. It really did seem like a 

completely different place to the sunny tundra 

habitat we had walking through only the 

previous day! We slowly drove along the snow-

covered road, stopping to look at a three Willow 

Grouse together, which didn’t move, even when 

we pulled up alongside them. All the group were 

able to have close views of this species and the 

obvious question arose: ‘why isn’t this split 

from the Red Grouse in the UK…they are 

completely different looking!’ They used to be 

split but are now just classed a subspecies. We 

drove on, stopping to watch some Golden 

Plover which landed on the road ahead of us, 

before walking off to the verge. As the weather didn’t look like improving, we continued down over the plateau 

until we came across a lake at Storsjonshon, and the river delta with a small marshland adjacent to it. We stopped 

the buses and had a warm drink whilst seeing what this marsh had to show us. A pair of Red-throated Diver was 

present, with one bird on the nest, whilst the sound of singing Wood Sandpiper and Curlew filled the air. In the 

distance, we could see some Little Gull out on the large lake in with a larger number of Common Gull and a 

single Osprey. Then suddenly, we heard the flight call of a Broad-billed Sandpiper and we all looked up to see it 

fly over our heads, along with three Wood Sandpipers. Once again the rain started, so we climbed into the buses, 

but not before quickly spotting a pair of Slavonian Grebe swimming into the long grass.  

 

We continued further down the road and stopped in a layby to have our first real look over the lake. Common 

Scoters were the most numerous, with eight Slavonian Grebes in amongst them. Further down the lake, a 

Common Crane was on a nest, but with the increased rainfall, she was working hard to build up the edges of the 

nest to halt the flow of water, and trying to protect the eggs she was incubating. Again, another rain shower sent 

us back to the buses and we travelled further down the road until we reached the nearby village. Driving around 

the village, we saw Ruff, a single Snipe and Common Gull feeding on the grass, and a single Bar-tailed Godwit. 

We continued driving until we reached Kyrktjarn Pond where we stopped to have lunch. On this small pond 

three pairs of Slavonian Grebes were nesting, along with Common Gull and Black-headed Gull. Ruff and Tufted 

Duck were also present here.  

 

Once we had finished lunch we walked around the area, and watched Garden Warbler and Spotted Flycatcher 

working around the vegetation near the pond. We then walked over towards the main lake, stopping in the 
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grassland around the houses, to watch Yellow Wagtail, Whinchat, Wheatear, Meadow Pipit and a single Skylark. 

This was the first time we really had a good view of the Yellow Wagtails, so we took this opportunity to discuss 

the subspecies that we were seeing. To most people, this bird is known as Grey-Headed Wagtail of the 

subspecies thunbergi. This race differs from the British Yellow Wagtail (flavissima) as the male birds have a very 

dark grey head which extends over the cheeks, and shows no white in the face, a feature which was easy to see as 

they ran around the grassland in front of us. Also around the houses, Great Spotted Woodpecker, Bullfinch, 

Brambling and the ever-present Fieldfares were all seen before we got to the water’s edge and set up our 

telescopes. On looking out over the lake, we recorded our first Great Scaup of the tour, with two pairs present. 

We also had good views of Common Crane, Red-breasted Merganser and a Little Gull, which was sitting on 

some rocks with a handful of Black-headed Gulls. On the distant shore edges, Common Sandpiper were present 

with a couple of Ringed Plover and Dunlin. Whilst watching the waders feeding, a very small bird got chased out 

of some stones by a White Wagtail, and showed well enough for all the group of see it was a Temminck’s Stint, 

as it worked its way along the water’s edge.  

 

The weather had started to clear, so we decided to make our way back up to the Flatruet plateau, stopping en 

route to look for any birds of prey. Sadly, there were none, so we continued up the road. Just before we reached 

the top of the plateau, we pulled over by a small group of trees and vegetation where a Bluethroat was busy 

singing away. We got out of the buses and watched as this male moved around the tree, singing and occasionally 

landing on the ground in front of us. After we had all seen great views, we continued driving to Flatruet but, 

again, coming to a very quick stop as a bird of prey lifted off the ground and flew strongly across in front of the 

bus. Everyone jumped out and we watched a female Hen Harrier fly across the tundra, lifting all the Meadow 

Pipits and Golden Plover in the vicinity, a fantastic trip tick! 

 

We had decided to go out again after dinner, so we started to make our way back to the hotel to have a rest, so 

that we could head out after we had eaten. However, first, we thought we would try once more to see if we could 

get more views of the Hawk Owl, which we had seen previously. We had only driven off the plateau for a few 

minutes when a silhouette of a large bird of prey was seen soaring high in the sky. It could only be one thing, 

given the size, and when we have pulled over and got our binoculars onto the bird, we confirmed that we were 

looking at our first Golden Eagle of the tour. We continued to watch the bird soar before we finally lost it as it 

flew out of view. Whimbrel were flying around us calling, along with a single Greenshank. We got back into the 

buses and continued down the road until we got on the main road, when a bird of prey was again seen over the 

trees. This time, those who were quicker at getting focussed onto it saw the female Goshawk before it dropped 

down out of view. We stopped and waited here for a little while in the hope it would come back over us again 

but, sadly, it didn’t. As we were about to board the bus, we heard the song of a Siberian Jay, and with a little bit 

of searching we managed to locate it high in the top of a tree. This gave those who had missed the one at the 

national park, a chance to get great views of this species.  We watched the bird until finally it flew out of view, 

then got back to the buses and continued our drive. We had travelled no more than half a mile when a grey bird 

was seen perched on top of a short tree. After a quick about turn, we arrived back to where the bird was seen, 

and there, on the top of the tree, was our first Great Grey Shrike of the tour! We watched this bird as it moved 

around the nearby area until, once again, it dropped down out of view.  

 

We were off again, this time without any stops, until we reached Brouks Vallama. We slowly drove along the 

road scanning all the telegraph posts and surrounding trees for any sign of owls. It didn’t take us long to find 

what we were looking for: there, perched in a tree, just down by the side of the road, stood our Hawk Owl, 
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having a staring competition with a Magpie. Obviously the owl won as, shortly after we had come to a halt, the 

magpie took off. We watched this bird for a while before it decided to start hunting the surrounding area, and 

eventually we lost it from view. After more searching, we came across the owl again, further up the road, sitting 

on a house television antenna, where it sat for 15 minutes, enabling us to watch and get some more photos, 

before we decided to drive back to the hotel. En route to the hotel, we did stop briefly to look at a little rapid 

area in a river, and managed to see our first Goosanders of the tour.  

 

After dinner, for those who wanted to, we went out in search of Tengmalm’s Owl, checking two known sites 

and if that failed, the bird we heard calling near the hotel a few days before. Our first stop was just down the 

road, at a house which has two nest boxes for these owls. 

The first one we approached showed no signs of life, so we 

then retraced our steps to the other box. We stood and 

watched the box for a little while, as we could see it was in 

use. The question was however, by what? We encouraged 

the resident to move and show itself by scratching 

underneath the box with a stick to imitate the sound of a 

predator near the box. It prompted a very quick reaction, as 

a squirrel popped its head out of the box. Nice, but not a 

Tengmalm’s Owl.  

 

We continue our drive, heading for another nest site which 

was known to be active this year, near the town called 

Messingen. Parking a little further past the nest site, we 

walked back to a vantage point across the road, where we 

could see the nest hole in the side of a pine tree. From here 

we waited for any signs of movement, but again, we saw 

nothing. We then decided to scratch the bark under the nest 

hole with a dried twig and, much to everyone’s delight, a 

head popped out - our first Tengmalm’s Owl of the tour. It 

stood and watched us for five minutes before deciding that there was no threat and dropping back down into the 

nest cavity and out of view. It was after 11pm, but the night was still young, so we decided to venture up to the 

Flatruet plateau again, to see if we could find the Arctic Fox which had been seen a few days ago, and also, 

maybe, a Short-eared Owl. We parked up on the plateau and wrapped up warm as there was a very cold breeze 

blowing across the flat tundra landscape. Sadly, there was no sign of any fox, but a few Willow Grouse and a 

singing Wheatear were nice. Midnight came and went, and we decided we should probably head back to the 

hotel to get some rest, but not before stopping to an enjoy a male Black Grouse walking down the road in front 

of the buses.  

Day 6  Monday 1st June 

Today we left the north behind and started our trip south, but we couldn’t leave the area without feeding the 

Siberians Jays which reside in a small holiday area down the road at Fjallkallam. It was pouring with rain, but this 

didn’t dampen our spirits and we all jumped out the buses and walked down the track into a small woodland. 

Now usually, we would try to walk quietly, to keep noise levels down to increase the chance of seeing and 

Tengmaln’s Owl nest by Mike Youdale 
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Male Ruff by Mike Youdale 

hearing birds, but for the Siberian Jays it’s very much the opposite, as they are attracted to noise. So we did 

exactly that, and made as much noise as possible, chatting more loudly than we typically would, followed by a 

little sing along, and finally finished with a little bit of whistling, until we reached a point where we put down 

some sausage which the jays have a taste for. It didn’t take long for our target to arrive, as three Siberian Jays 

flew into a nearby tree, started surveying the group, and finally locking eyes on the sausage which was neatly 

placed on a dead trunk. One at a time the birds flew in, took a piece and flew off, either to eat it away from us or 

put it into store. We enjoyed these jays for 30 minutes until we all decided that we were wet enough, so we 

retreated back to the vehicles, much more quietly than we had left them.  

 

Back on board, we continued our drive south, stopping at a river near Sorvattnet in search of Dippers, which so 

far had eluded us on this trip, mainly due to the higher than average water levels in the rivers. It didn’t take long 

to locate two Dippers which were standing on an exposed stone just by the side of the bus. We decided it was 

time to have a break and, whilst enjoying our refreshments, we saw a couple of Common Sandpipers further 

upstream and, in the adjacent woodland, Common Redstart, Brambling, Garden Warbler, Spotted Flycatcher and 

a small number of Yellow Wagtails, as well as the usual woodland species.  

 

Once we were all ready to move, we drove 

south again, this time towards Nipfjellet, 

where we would stop for some lunch before 

driving up to a plateau in search of Dotterel 

and Ptarmigan. We enjoyed our lunch in a 

wonderful log cabin and, once we were all 

suitably nourished, we made the short drive 

up the hill. The wind was very strong, so we 

wrapped up warmly and some of us stepped 

out onto the exposed peninsula. We knew 

that we wouldn’t be able to communicate 

easily, so we worked out a method of 

attracting each other’s attentions using hand 

signals, (which probably looked a lot like the 

YMCA actions to others which were around). We walked out into the wind and it wasn’t long before we spotted 

our first target species, a Dotterel. Sadly, the birds flew down the hillside, so we slowly made our way down the 

side of the hill until we came across a large area of snow. We searched around this area where the Dotterel had 

flown to and eventually relocated them, just standing there watching us. We all enjoyed fantastic views of these 

birds in the windy and wild landscape that they call home.  

 

Whilst watching the Dotterel, we also kept our eye open for Ptarmigan, and eventually, after searching near all 

the boulders and rocks we managed to locate one sitting on top of a rock. However, this bird dropped further 

down the slope and not everyone was able to see it. We headed off again in the direction the bird had flown and 

were able to locate it again. this time, huddled down by a rock. We all managed great views of this mountain 

specialist and even managed, in the wind, to put a telescope up to have an even better look. Once everyone was 

happy with the views of both birds, we returned to the buses to meet up with the rest of the group and 

continued on our route south to our next hotel in the town called Alvdalen. 
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Hawk Owl by Mike Youdale 

We took a slight detour to explore a wetland in amongst some Taiga woodland. This site had been home to 

some Taiga Bean Geese which had been tracked using GPS transmitters, leaving Scotland and ending up in this 

area. We wanted Taiga Bean Goose for the tour list, so agreed that this would make the perfect detour and the 

last stop of the day. We drove until we reached a small forestry track just outside Granasen, where we slowly 

made our way along until, through the trees, we could see the lake that we were searching for. We set off across 

the wet, mossy Taiga woodland until we finally reached the edge of this large expanse of wetland which had been 

created by a population of Beavers when they built a dam. We set up the telescopes and immediately started 

picking out species. The most numerous were Black-headed Gull and Little Gull, which had nests on all the 

small islands. Wood Sandpiper and Dunlin were also present, feeding on the muddy margins of the islands, and a 

single Common Crane was walking along the water’s edge. Eventually, we found what we had come in search of, 

three Taiga Bean Geese, feeding on the distant shore. Their black and orange-coloured bills were still very 

obvious, even at the distance. We were told that up to five birds had been seen on this area, so scanning around 

some more, we came across another small group, this time a group of five making our total rise to eight. We 

enjoyed watching these geese and all the other species on the water for a while, before heading back to the buses, 

but stopping on the way to watch a Brambling, before it moved off through the trees. After a further short drive, 

we reached our hotel and rested before dinner. We were pleased to catch up with sleep after the long day’s 

travelling.  

Day 7  Tuesday 2nd June 

Some of the group woke up early and had a short walk around 

the town, seeing Swift, Fieldfare, Redwing and House Sparrow, 

the last being our first of the tour! Whilst we were eating 

breakfast, the small flock of House Sparrows flew around 

outside, enabling all who were keeping a trip list and who had 

missed them before breakfast to claim another tour tick. We left 

the hotel, still heading south towards the hotel that we stayed in 

on our first night, but along the way were aiming to target some 

lowland wildfowl species and also our final owl species of the 

tour.  

 

Shortly after leaving the hotel, Common Buzzard started to 

become more numerous and a single male Capercaillie was seen. 

We turned the buses around to try and relocate the bird, but 

sadly we were unable to see it again. As we were on the main 

road, we had to move on.  

 

After driving further south, we stopped at a large lake at Lindanget where we enjoyed a nice cup of tea or coffee. 

Once suitably refreshed, we got the telescopes out and started searching the lake in the hope of adding a few new 

species to the tour list. There were lots of Lapwing around the fringes of the ponds, some sitting on nests and 

some guarding their newly hatched chicks. We had really close views of two young Lapwing chicks which were 

being guarded by their mother, as they walked under the boardwalk where we were all standing. Suddenly, a loud 

bang was heard from the farm behind, and this sent a flock of at least 25 Common Cranes into the sky, calling as 

they circled to gain height, before moving off to find more agricultural land to feed on. Turning our attention 
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back to the lake, Black-headed Gull, Mallard, Sand Martin, Swift and Swallow were all a-plenty and, finally, we 

managed to add another new species to the list, a drake Garganey, which showed well for the group and enabled 

us all to have close views of this migrant duck. Gadwall and Shoveler were also present, feeding in the fringes of 

the lake, another two new birds to add to the tour list. Out on the lake, a group of four Black-throated Divers 

were showing well in amongst the Great Crested Grebe and Common Tern which were diving into the water for 

food. After the group had enjoyed the species on the lake, we walked back to the buses, stopping on the way to 

enjoy a male Whinchat which rose to the top of a small bush, singing away.  

 

As it was getting close to lunchtime, we drove up to the nearby town of Tallberg where we enjoyed some 

wonderful waffles and did a little shopping, before reboarding the buses to drive to Falu Copper Mine, in search 

of Eagle Owls which are known to have bred there in the past. On arriving at the quarry, we parked the buses 

and walked to a viewing platform which provided great views down into the quarry, so we could scan the ridges. 

We were informed that there were three chicks this year but they had left the nest, so our first mission was to 

locate them. We scanned every inch of the rock face and saw nothing, until all of a sudden, really low down in 

the quarry, we saw a chick which was tucked up close against the quarry wall. Now that we had managed to find 

one of the chicks, it meant that the parents wouldn’t be far away, and maybe even the other two remaining 

chicks. We left the viewing platform and walked around the perimeter fence to try to get a better view of the area 

where the young bird was found. We set up scopes again and, after more searching, we found the other two 

chicks on a ledge above, tucked under a small tree, very well camouflaged. We watched these chicks and 

eventually they moved and, much to our surprise, in between them was an adult bird! With only one more bird 

to find for the complete family, we started scanning again, and finally we completed the set. As we looked 

further up the rock face, we saw another adult, looking down at all the young from its elevated position.  

 

When everyone was happy with the views of these birds, we made our way back to the buses, to drive to our 

final destination, only stopping en route to hopefully find Ortolan Bunting. As we started to drive, the rain came 

on again, but we still decided to try and locate the buntings. After a short drive down the road, we pulled onto a 

small road at the end of an airport runway. We decided that refreshments would be ideal until the rain eased off. 

Refreshments over, we started looking for birds. Distantly, we could hear the call of a Yellowhammer, singing its 

‘little bit of bread and no cheeese’ song. Whilst listening to the Yellowhammer, we caught a tiny clip of the 

Ortolan Bunting song. We listened harder and the bird started to sing again, so we started checking all the 

bushes and branches and fence line around us. The sound eventually came closer and, finally, we managed to 

locate the bird. It was sitting in a small bush, on one of the branches which was swinging heavily in the wind, but 

it didn’t seem to affect him as he continued his song.  

 

He continued to come closer and eventually perched on the airport security fence, where we all had excellent 

views of this stunning bunting. It sat and sung before flying back into the dense vegetation and out of view. At 

this point the rain started to come down more heavily, so we retreated to the buses and, with everyone happy, we 

drove to our final hotel and back to the very welcoming Wilma (our host).  

 

Once the luggage was unloaded, we met up for dinner and discussed how we would like to spend our last 

evening in Sweden. There were many options available, be it revisiting sites we had been to on the first few days 

or trying to see something new. We decided in the end that, after dinner, we would go in search of Beavers. 

Once ready, we departed to a nearby bridge near the village of Skultuna where we knew of a Beaver holt. On 

getting to the bridge, we looked down and there in the water, was our first Beaver, swimming out from under 
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some overhanging trees, into the river and then back into cover. Another Beaver then swam across the river 

from the other side, and under the trees where we had lost sight of the last one. After some further searching we 

came across another two, one sitting on the bank, right below the bridge! How we missed this one no one 

knows, it was so close. Across the water, on the bank another Beaver sat eating his dinner. We watched these 

Beavers swimming around the area for 45 minutes until we walked back towards the bus. Nearby, we could hear 

the singing of a few Thrush Nightingales, and although we heard them on the first full day, we wanted to try and 

get a better look. We positioned ourselves straight across from where the birds were singing, and trained our eyes 

deep into the vegetation, hoping for a sign of movement. Suddenly, one flew out across the road and started 

singing in the bush by the side of us. It was really difficult to locate in the dense vegetation, and finally it stopped 

singing. The rain started again, and with a few fleeting views of the bird flying across the road, we decided to go 

and try to listen for Corncrake and Spotted Crake in a couple of spots further along the road. We drove around 

the local area, stopping at various spots to listen for these nocturnal singing species, but sadly we never managed 

to hear any call. With the rain showing no signs of abating, we returned back to the hotel to get ourselves rested 

and ready for the following day.  

Day 8  Wednesday 3rd June 

Today was our last day in Sweden, so we got up before breakfast to have a walk around the hotel grounds, in 

search of any species that we had missed throughout the week. This early walk gave us in excess of 25 Crossbill 

which had been absent from out lists until now! A great last day addition, and surely now closing in on beating 

the tally from the year before (there’s no competition between the leaders, honestly).  Around the grounds, we 

saw a few more Icterine Warbler, Black Woodpecker and Pied Flycatcher. As we walked down to breakfast, we 

stopped and watched the feeders as two Red Squirrels were also enjoying their ‘breakfast’ along with the Great 

Spotted Woodpecker, Siskin, Nuthatch, Great Tit, Blue Tit and Chaffinch. 

 

After breakfast, we were loading the minibuses with the luggage and one species, which we had seen very few of, 

made a nice appearance by landing on top of a suitcase, and that was a Robin. Once loaded, we left the hotel 

with the plan of driving towards the airport and stopping in a few places to try and add some more new species 

to the list whilst enjoying our last day in Sweden, before we departed for the UK.  

 

Our first stop was at the large lake near Fledsjon, where we stopped on day two. Here, we wanted to drive down 

to where the Black Terns were nesting, to hopefully watch these marsh terns a little closer. We got out the buses, 

set up the telescopes and quickly found a few Black Terns on nests. Whilst watching these terns we also enjoyed 

good views of Ruff, Marsh Harrier, Great-crested Grebe and the regular House Martin, Sand Martin and 

Swallow. We started looking at the horizon to try and find some birds of prey and, after a short time, found our 

first White-tailed Eagle of the tour, quickly followed by another! We watched as these enormous eagles soared 

high above the horizon, showing their large white tails and enormous wing spans.  Whilst watching these, we 

heard the song of another new bird for the tour list: the scratching call of a Sedge Warbler, which sang in the 

vegetation below us. The area where we stood sometimes has nesting Wrynecks, but although we explored the 

surrounding area thoroughly, we did not manage to locate one.  

 

We boarded the bus again and stopped at small woodland which is good for grouse species. Parking the bus, we 

walked along the forestry track, keeping our eyes peeled for any movement in the undergrowth. As we rounded a 

corner, we saw a male Red Deer standing in the undergrowth, but as soon as he saw us he ran for more dense 
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cover. Other than Willow Warbler, Chaffinch and Robin there was nothing else to be seen and we returned to 

the buses.  

 

As we travelled closer to the airport, we stopped again at a lake near Frovisjon. We took this stop to enjoy tea 

and coffee, and looked out across the wetland which has recently been restored. In the more agricultural land 

around the lake, large flocks of Greylag Geese and Canada Geese were present and also a few Common Crane. 

Down on the wetlands, Black Tern, Black-headed Gull, Mallard, Teal, Tufted Duck and Coot were all present. 

We soon found a few Slavonian Grebe nests, and we watched these birds as they made adjustments to the nest 

cups. We were just about to return back to the bus, when a small, more thinly necked grebe came into view. We 

quickly trained our telescopes on this bird as it swam close to the shore and, much to everyone’s delight, it was a 

Black-necked Grebe.  Another tour tick and one which brought us past the record held in the previous tour! We 

watched this grebe as it moved around the lake in front of us, often swimming with the similar plumaged 

Slavonian Grebes, enabling good comparison of size and plumage.  

 

Time was passing and we wanted to try to find a Red-breasted Flycatcher, the bird which we missed shortly after 

we got off the plane a week ago. The weather had improved greatly, so we drove on to the woodland in search 

of our final new bird of the tour, and started to follow the same trail that we had taken a week before. Willow 

Warbler, Wood Warbler, Wren, Blue Tit and Great Tit were all singing, just as the last time. We rounded a 

corner and came to a quick standstill, as the song of a nearby Red-breasted Flycatcher rang out. We were not 

going to leave this as a ‘Heard Only’ so we walked in the direction of the song. We looked around all the trees 

for any sign of movement, then the bird started to sing, somewhere right above us. Eventually we saw 

movement as a bird dropped down from quite high in the trees to our eye level and there stood a male Red-

breasted Flycatcher. This bird flew around us, showing well in nearby trees, before we looked at the time and 

realised that we really had to leave so that we didn’t miss the plane. Even with the swift exit, it was the perfect 

finale to what had been a magnificent week in Sweden. Although the weather was not very good at times, we 

managed to see all the target birds and ended up with a grand total of 159 species, beating last year’s total by two, 

not to mention, being surrounded by the most breathtaking scenery! 

 

We quickly had a bite to eat and boarded the buses to make the 5-minute drive back to Vasteras airport where 

we departed Sweden at 14.35 on our flight back to Stanstead.  

Receive our e-newsletter 

Join the Naturetrek e-mailing list and be the first to hear about new tours, additional departures and new dates, 

tour reports and special offers. Visit www.naturetrek.co.uk to sign up. 

Naturetrek Facebook 

We are delighted to launch the Naturetrek Facebook page so that participants of Naturetrek tours can remain in 

touch after the holiday and share photos, comments and future travel plans. Setting up a personal profile 

at www.facebook.com is quick, free and easy. The Naturetrek Facebook page is now live; do please pay us a 

visit!  

  

 

http://www.naturetrek.co.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Naturetrek-Wildlife-Holidays/9765181485
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Lapwing (left), Hawk Owl (right) by Mike Youdale 
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Species Lists 

Birds (=recorded but not counted; H=heard only; pr=a pair; ♂= male; ♀=female) 

      May/June 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

1 Western Capercaillie  Tetrao urogallus     3♀       1♂   

2 Black Grouse Lyrurus tetrix H   3+   1♂       

3 Rock Ptarmigan  Lagopus muta           3     

4 Willow Ptarmigan Lagopus lagopus     4   2     

5 Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus H H             

6 Taiga Bean Goose  Anser fabalis           8     

7 Greylag Goose  Anser anser            2+3 20+ 

8 Canada Goose  Branta canadensis 4   2+5     2 25+ 2 

9 Mute Swan  Cygnus olor 1  1           

10 Whooper Swan  Cygnus cygnus   10+    2 2     

11 Gadwall  Anas strepera             2   

12 Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope     2pr 4  4+ 6+   

13 Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 4+        

14 Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata             1♀ 2 

15 Northern Pintail  Anas acuta           1♂     

16 Garganey Anas querquedula             1♂ 2 

17 Eurasian Teal  Anas crecca     1♂ 5+  15+    

18 Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula       5 6 10+   

19 Greater Scaup  Aythya marila         4       

20 Velvet Scoter Melanitta fusca     3 10+        

21 Common Scoter  Melanitta nigra     8+ 6 35+       

22 Long-tailed Duck  Clangula hyemalis       2         

23 Common Goldeneye  Bucephala clangula            

24 Goosander Mergus merganser         4 3+     

25 Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator     2 3 2       

26 Red-throated Diver Gavia stellata     2   2       

27 Black-throated Diver Gavia arctica     1 1     4   

28 Black-necked Grebe  Podiceps grisegena               1 

29 Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus              

30 Slavonian Grebe  Podiceps auritus         14+ 2    

31 Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea 1              

32 Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo   1             

33 Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus 1       1 2     

34 European Honey Buzzard  Pernis apivorus 1♂               

35 White-tailed Eagle  Haliaeetus albicilla               2 

36 Western Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus   2           1 

37 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus         1♀       

38 Eurasian Sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus   1   1   1     

39 Northern Goshawk  Accipiter gentilis         1♀       

40 Common Buzzard  Buteo buteo 1          2+ 2+ 

41 Golden Eagle  Aquila chrysaetos         1       

42 Common Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus   3 1 2 1 2+   1 

43 Merlin  Falco columbarius       2 1       

44 Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra 2             

45 Common Crane  Grus grus   7      5+ 25+  
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      May/June 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

46 Northern Lapwing  Vanellus vanellus    1   2+ 1    

47 European Golden Plover  Pluvialis apricaria              

48 Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula     2 2 2       

49 Eurasian Dotterel  Charadrius morinellus           2     

50 Eurasian Woodcock  Scolopax rusticola   1   1 1 2   

51 Great Snipe  Gallinago media     10+           

52 Common Snipe  Gallinago gallinago H  1 2 H 1 2+   

53 Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica         1♂       

54 Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus       1 2+ 2+     

55 Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata   1   1      

56 Common Redshank  Tringa totanus       6+     1 

57 Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia     2+  4+    

58 Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus H     2         

59 Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola     H       

60 Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos     2 2       

61 Temminck's Stint  Calidris temminckii       1 1       

62 Dunlin  Calidris alpina        2 3+     

63 Broad-billed Sandpiper  Limicola falcinellus         1       

64 Ruff  Philomachus pugnax       15+ 4 1+   1+ 

65 Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus lobatus       5         

66 Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus         

67 Little Gull  Hydrocoloeus minutus         6+ 25+     

68 Mew (Common) Gull  Larus canus         

69 European Herring Gull  Larus argentatus   1+2             

70 Common Tern  Sterna hirundo 2          10  

71 Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea     4  2 4     

72 Black Tern  Chlidonias niger   5            

73 Long-tailed Skua Stercorarius longicaudus       2         

74 Common (Feral) Pigeon  Columba livia 'feral'         

75 Stock Dove  Columba oenas     3           

76 Common Wood Pigeon  Columba palumbus         

77 Eurasian Collared Dove  Streptopelia decaocto   2             

78 Common Cuckoo  Cuculus canorus H H H 1 6+ 1     

79 Eurasian Eagle-Owl  Bubo bubo             2+3   

80 Tawny Owl  Strix aluco 1               

81 Ural Owl  Strix uralensis   1+2             

82 Great Grey Owl  Strix nebulosa 1               

83 Northern Hawk-Owl  Surnia ulula       2 1       

84 Eurasian Pygmy Owl  Glaucidium passerinum 1               

85 Boreal Owl  Aegolius funereus     H   1       

86 Common Swift  Apus apus     2 2    

87 Great Spotted Woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 1      1 1 1 2+ 

88 Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker  Picoides tridactylus   1♂             

89 Black Woodpecker  Dryocopus martius   3           2 

90 European Green Woodpecker  Picus viridis   2+             

91 Grey-headed Woodpecker  Picus canus   1♂             

92 Red-backed Shrike  Lanius collurio 1 1             

93 Great Grey Shrike  Lanius excubitor         1       
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94 Siberian Jay  Perisoreus infaustus     1   1 3     

95 Eurasian Jay  Garrulus glandarius        1     

96 Eurasian Magpie  Pica pica         

97 Western Jackdaw  Coloeus monedula         

98 Hooded Crow  Corvus cornix         

99 Northern Raven  Corvus corax   4 1 1 1 2+ 2+   

100 Willow Tit  Poecile montanus     4+ 2   2+     

101 Great Tit  Parus major         

102 Eurasian Blue Tit  Cyanistes caeruleus         

103 Eurasian Skylark  Alauda arvensis 1 2+     2   1   

104 Sand Martin  Riparia riparia     3   3     

105 Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica         

106 Common House Martin  Delichon urbicum            

107 Long-tailed Tit  Aegithalos caudatus 2 1+             

108 Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus 2        

109 Wood Warbler  Phylloscopus sibilatrix 1 H            

110 Sedge Warbler  Acrocephalus schoenobaenus               H 

111 Icterine Warbler  Hippolais icterina   3 2 1 1     2 

112 Common Grasshopper Warbler  Locustella naevia H H         H   

113 Eurasian Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla     1♀         

114 Garden Warbler  Sylvia borin 1 H     1 2+     

115 Lesser Whitethroat  Sylvia curruca   1       1     

116 Common Whitethroat  Sylvia communis   2+             

117 Goldcrest  Regulus regulus         1 1     

118 Eurasian Wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 1              

119 Eurasian Nuthatch  Sitta europaea 2+          2+ 

120 Eurasian Treecreeper  Certhia familiaris 1               

121 Common Starling  Sturnus vulgaris         

122 Ring Ouzel  Turdus torquatus     2           

123 Common Blackbird  Turdus merula         

124 Fieldfare  Turdus pilaris         

125 Redwing  Turdus iliacus         

126 Song Thrush  Turdus philomelos  1    1 1     

127 Mistle Thrush  Turdus viscivorus  2   1+ 1+     

128 European Robin  Erithacus rubecula  1           1 

129 Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica     1♂ 3 1♂       

130 Thrush Nightingale  Luscinia luscinia H H         3   

131 Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus     2     1♀     

132 Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 2+ 2 1   2   2   

133 Northern Wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 1   1  8+ 4+     

134 Spotted Flycatcher  Muscicapa striata     1   3+ 1     

135 European Pied Flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca H 20+   2 1   4+ 

136 Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva               1♂ 

137 White-throated Dipper  Cinclus cinclus           2     

138 House Sparrow  Passer domesticus                

139 Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus          4+  

140 Dunnock  Prunella modularis   2   1         

141 Western Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava thunbergii 1   1♀ 1 2♂ 6+     



Sweden’s Upland Birds Tour Report 

 

 

© Naturetrek     October 15 5 
 

      May/June 

  Common name Scientific name 27 28 29 30 31 1 2 3 

142 Grey Wagtail  Motacilla cinerea     1           

143 White Wagtail  Motacilla alba         

144 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis              

145 Tree Pipit  Anthus trivialis          1     

146 Common Chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs         

147 Brambling  Fringilla montifringilla     3 2 1 8     

148 European Greenfinch  Chloris chloris         

149 Eurasian Siskin  Carduelis spinus         

150 European Goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 1           1 2 

151 Common Redpoll  Carduelis flammea     10  2       

152 Common Linnet  Linaria cannabina                2 

153 Common Rosefinch  Carpodacus erythrinus   3+             

154 Red Crossbill  Loxia curvirostra               25+ 

155 Eurasian Bullfinch  Pyrrhula pyrrhula    1   2       

156 Yellowhammer  Emberiza citrinella 1 2         1 2 

157 Ortolan Bunting  Emberiza hortulana             1♂   

158 Common Reed Bunting  Emberiza schoeniclus   3+ 1 1 2       

159 Lapland Longspur  Calcarius lapponicus       10 1       

Mammals: 

Moose (European Elk) (Alces alces) Wild Boar (Sus scrofa) 

Roe Deer (Capreolus capreolus) Red Squirrel (Sciurus vulgaris) 

Brown Hare (Lepus europaeus) Rabbit (Oryctolagus cuniculus) 

Badger (Meles meles) Fallow Deer (Dama dama) 

Red Deer (Cervus elaphus) Bank Vole (Myodes glareolus) 

Mountain Hare (Lepus timidus) Red Fox (Vulpes vulpes) 

Beaver (Castor fiber) Northern Vole spp. 

Shrew spp. (Semi-domesticated) Reindeer (Rangifer tarandus) 

Butterflies 

Brimstone Orange Tip Camberwell Beauty 

Green Hairstreak Comma Wood White 

Holly Blue   

Dragonfly, Damselfly and Darter 

White-faced Darter Downy Emerald Dragonfly  

 


