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Day 1. Arrival in Arusha 
As our flight approached Arusha, we were treated to breathtaking views of Africa’s highest 
mountain, towering high above the clouds – the snow-capped upper third of Kilimanjaro loomed 
beside us (5 896 meters or 19 344 feet). As our plane descended below the clouds, we saw the 
lower slopes of this massive dormant volcano rising out of the vast plains. Filled with 
excitement, we touched down at Kilimanjaro International Airport, and in the dying daylight we 
made our way to our hotel in Arusha. 
 
Day 2. Transfer to the Serengeti, birding on the way 
We spent much of the next day driving to the world’s most famous game reserve, the humungous 
Serengeti National Park, looking at lots of other things en route whenever we needed a break. 
During one of our stops, we enjoyed spectacular views from the rim of Ngorongoro Crater – 
seeing herds of big game far below us – the rim rises 600 meters (2 000 feet) above the floor of 
this vast caldera – and the opposite rim is 24 km (15 miles) away. This is the largest intact crater 
on earth, and it is teaming with wildlife!  
Soon after enjoying the views, we stopped for a little forest birding for Crater Highland specials 
such as Brown-headed Apalis, along with other good birds like Grey-capped Warbler, White-
eyed Slaty Flycatcher, Eastern Double-collared Sunbird, Thick-billed Seedeater, and other 
goodies. Schalow’s Wheatear (split from Abyssinian Wheatear by some authorities)  was 
another highland special we located. We also had some close encounters with some of Africa’s 
big mammals – African elephant, African buffalo, and more. We enjoyed lunch on the rim of the 
crater, but we had to keep an eye on the Yellow-billed Kites, which were stealing food literally 
out of people’s hands. At one stage one of us suddenly realized he had lost his sandwich as a kite 
swooped past. In East Africa one has to be constantly alert, as thickset olive baboons and vervets 
are also always ready to steal one’s food.  
 



 
Banded Parisoma is an Acacia specialist we would see a great deal of on the plains. 

 
Later, after descending from the wall of the Great Rift Valley, we reached the entrance gate to 
Serengeti National Park. Here we found some more East African endemic birds, such as Black-
lored Babbler, Hildebrandt’s Starling, and the spectacular but abundant Superb Starling. 
Also abundant here at the gate was a true Tanzanian endemic, the weird Rufous-tailed Weaver, 
which does not cross over the border into the Mara of Kenya.  
 

 
The Serengeti 

 
Day 3. Serengeti National Park 
We spent a full day in Serengeti National Park. We saw leopard, cheetah, and lion (lots of them) 
in a single day, along with all the other big and small mammals and a great abundance of 
conspicuous and dazzling bird species. We tracked down some highly localized birds among the 
more widespread East African species. The rare Karamoja Apalis (a vulnerable species, with 
two tiny populations – one in remote northern Uganda and one here in Tanzania’s Serengeti), 



Grey-breasted Spurfowl (endemic to northern Tanzania), beautiful Fischer’s Lovebird (locally 
very common here), Usambiro Barbet (the local subspecies of D’Arnaud’s Barbet), Chestnut-
bellied Sandgrouse, Abyssinian Scimitarbill, Von der Decken’s Hornbill and other hornbills, 
Nubian Woodpecker, African Grey Woodpecker, Fischer’s Sparrow-Lark, beautiful Rosy-
throated Longclaw, lovely Spotted Palm Thrush, Banded Parisoma, Buff-bellied Warbler, 
Taita Fiscal, Grey-backed Fiscal, Slate-colored Boubou, Chestnut Sparrow, Swahili 
Sparrow, Kenya Sparrow, Speckle-fronted Weaver, Grey-capped Social Weaver, and 
White-bellied Canary were some of the many great birds we found. We already added 15 raptor 
and vulture species to our list here in the Serengeti. We found several of the species having a 
disjunct range in arid south-western Africa and East Africa – including Pygmy Falcon, Yellow-
throated Sandgrouse, and Double-banded Courser. In addition to all the birds we saw 
amazing mammal spectacles, including a pool with an unbelievable concentration of 
hippopotamus. 
 

 
D’Arnaud’s (Usambiro) Barbet 

 
Day 4. Serengeti National Park, transfer to Ngorongoro Crater 
We spent the morning enjoying the abundance of wildlife again - including locating some 
excellent new birds such as Red-fronted Barbet, Black-necked Weaver, and other attractive 
goodies. A water point at the Visitors’ Centre afforded close-up views of the spectacularly-
colored Purple Grenadier, Red-cheeked Cordon-bleu, Blue-capped Cordon-bleu, and a flock 
of the less colorful but nevertheless striking Grey-headed Silverbill. We eventually headed back 
towards Arusha, where we were to spend a night at a spectacular lodge literally overlooking the 
Ngorongoro Crater! What paradise! Just before arriving at the lodge, we found a few new special 
birds, such as Hunter’s Cisticola, Hildebrandt’s Francolin, and more. 



 
Masses of wildlife 

 
Day 5. Ngorongoro Crater 
The following day, we descended from the chilly Crater Rim highlands down onto the floor of 
the crater, where temperatures are much warmer, and the expansive grasslands are literally 
teaming with big and small animals. A huge lion greeted us as we approached the bottom – it 
decided to roar a few times and then roll over and lie down to sleep. The crater floor is teaming 
with gazelle, wildebeest, and all kinds of other large animals, as well as some smaller ones, 
which were great to see too – golden jackal being one example. We found a black rhinoceros – 
these are monitored continuously because of a poaching problem. After another unforgettable 
day in Africa, we eventually left the crater for our next lodge back towards Arusha. En route, we 
found one of the world’s most spectacular-looking sunbirds, Golden-winged Sunbird, along 
with some other long-tailed sunbird species. 
 

 
We saw a lot of vultures. 



 
Day 6. Tarangire National Park 
The next morning, after pleasant birding in the lodge gardens, we drove the short distance to 
Tarangire National Park, another incredibly rich park for birds, and with an amazingly high 
density of elephant and beautiful old baobab trees dotting the landscape. Like the Serengeti and 
Ngorongoro, this park is also an IBA (Important Bird Area), and more about its birdlife can be 
read online and in the African IBA book. The avian specials of this park that we saw included 
some more Tanzanian endemics – Ashy Starling (a really strange long-tailed starling with only 
one other species in the genus), spectacularly-plumaged Yellow-collared Lovebird, and 
Northern Pied Babbler – the starling and the lovebird are, within their very small ranges, 
abundant, and we had to keep reminding ourselves to spend time looking at them since we’d see 
them nowhere else but in this country! A plethora of other birds and animals entertained us while 
we were driving around this wonderful game park – including the likes of Red-bellied (African 
Orange-bellied) Parrot,  White-bellied Go-away-bird, and many others.  
 

 
A pretty bird with a beautiful song – Spotted Palm Thrush 

 
Day 7. Departure 
On our final day of this 1-week tour of quintessential Africa at its best, we did some final birding 
and game-viewing before flying out of Kilimanjaro International Airport again.  
 
It will be impossible to forget this incredible experience of the real Africa. With 35 mammal 
species, 216 bird species, some of Africa’s most fabled sights, and time for relaxation, we 
weren’t exactly in a position to complain! 
This “Introduction to Africa” tour is good on its own, or combined with a 2-week trip focusing 
on finding Tanzania’s host of montane forest endemics, and/or a 4-day trip to Pemba Island – a 
more remote version of Zanzibar with four endemic birds. If you’ve never visited East Africa, 
Tanzania is arguably an even better bet than Kenya, and certainly has more endemics. 


