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Introduction
This is the next instalment of birding around the world on a relative shoe-string and with a relatively
non-birding wife! I am always keen to find a scenic, relaxed and not too noisy beach resort with
cultural interest for Ros and some good local birding for myself. Sunbathing on a beach is quite like
sea-watching all day in Britain but with the need for less clothing! (I write this in the hut on Scolt Head
Island, Norfolk, UK after a dawn sea-watch and what a contrast with a wind chill factor of -5 degrees
and dozens of Red-throated Divers moving east and 10000 plus Common Scoter moving west well off
shore). This year we chose Tobago during their dry season to ensure good sun tanning weather and
fewer leaves on the trees to hide the birds.
As always with our world trips, we look for cheap deals and we found cheap return flights to Tobago
from Gatwick by Monarch for £495.50 each. This direct flight occurs once a week on a Wednesday. I
always carry my telescope, binoculars, camera and bird books in a small ‘hand-luggage’ suitcase for
security but one drawback was that Monarch had a weight limit on hand luggage of 5 Kilos only, so
my small case weighed 8.8 Kilos so that I had to redistribute the weight with Ros’ hand luggage. Ros
also found an apartment at Plymouth, The Arnos Vale Apartments, 75 Arnos Vale Road, run by Victor
and Ursulene Forde for £531 for two weeks [http://www.arnosvaleapartments.com &
victor@arnosvaleapartments.com]. Ros chose Arnos Vale Apartments because they advertised that
they fed the birds and that the garden bird list was at least 40 species. The garden was well stocked
with fruit trees and was next door to some good secondary forest trees and there was a dead ‘bird
tree’ to watch where the birds would sit in full view. We spent the first week in the ground floor
apartment which opened out into the garden so that we could closely watch the bird table. For the
second week, we moved up to the apartment above which had better views into the neighbouring
trees with better views for the telescope. Victor also had cars for hire on site which we could hire on a
daily basis and proved to be so very convenient! We spent £221 on car hire for 7 days. They drive on
the left and mostly the road condition was good although a bit winding and were not busy so I was
happy to drive (but not in Trinidad!). The total money spent was £2642 between the two of us (which
equals £17/bird species or £28 per lifer!). The exchange rate was c.9.68 Trinidad & Tobago Dollars to
the £. The apartments were a 15 minute walk from the closest beach at Back Bay and there was no
sea view and a swimming pool but this did not distract from our wonderful stay here! Victor and
Ursuline were wonderful hosts - so very helpful but discreetly so. They even cooked us a meal of
salt-fish using local ingredients one evening, which was so delicious! Victor was very helpful in
advising us of local places to visit. The island was relatively undeveloped and unspoilt with many very
beautiful and empty beaches and we wondered why there were so few tourists away from the western
end of the island (Pigeon Point and Store Bay). We never felt ‘at risk’ on an almost empty beach as
the locals were very friendly but they were always warning us about being alone on a beach due to
the risk of muggings which were blamed on non-local incomers.
From home we hired in advance the services of the well known bird-guide, Newton George for a day’s
birding in Trinidad (http://www.newtongeorge.com & newton@newtongeorge.com.) He charged £180
(or $275) each for the day, including Trinidad flights and the Caroni Swamp boat trip fee. The Trinidad
day took place midway through the holiday so that I had the chance to acquaint myself with the
common Tobago species and so as to use his time most effectively to target my wants list. Newton
phoned us early after our arrival to invite us on an afternoon’s trip to the seabird colonies on Little
Tobago Island and we used him again to guide us along the Roxborough – Bloody Bay road and the
Gilpin Trail on the last full day. Newton provided the required species that I had not picked up on my
solitary peregrinations and proved to be a charming and excellent guide - his enthusiasm for birds and
expertise in his subject even rubbed off on Ros to whom he lent a pair of binoculars! and she took a
real interest in the birds of Tobago!
We did not take any malarial or other specific drugs as Trinidad & Tobago is considered relatively
malaria free (unlike Venezuela next door). Being the dry season, there were a few butterflies,
dragonflies, fireflies and cockroaches but few insects were attracted to the Arnos Vale Apartment
lights. There are very few dogs at large in Tobago which was reflected in the many chickens, sheep
and goats that ranged widely around the villages and country (even the airport).
nd

I used the recent Kenefick, Restall & Hayes; Birds of Trinidad & Tobago 2 edition of 2011 which
proved adequate as did Murphy, 2004, A Birdwatchers’ Guide to Trinidad & Tobago, which is

beginning to become a little out of date. For more general information, we used The Rough Guide to
Trinidad & Tobago, 2010. On returning home I referred to De Schauensee & Phelps 1978, A guide to
the Birds of Venezuela for further information and watched Malcolm Rymer’s scintillatingly scripted
DVDs on Tobago (Jacamas, Jacobins and Johnny Jump Up) and Trinidad (In Pursuit of Pawi). In total
I saw 152 species of which 96 were lifers. I had seen some of the species in Florida, Texas, the
Yucatan in Mexico and in Chile. Underlined species in the diary below are new species to me.
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Diary of the trip
Wednesday 20th February 2013
Our son Alex drove us to Gatwick South Terminal in plenty of time to catch the Monarch Airbus A330
flight number MON369 at 10 am. The flight took nine hours and as T.& T. is four hours behind GMT,
we arrived in Tobago at 3.10 pm their time. This is a small airport at the very west end of the island
and it took a while to be processed by their border control. The first bird of the trip were a few Carib
Martins hawking insects about the airport buildings. Our host, Victor George was there to meet us
and drove us to the Penny Savers supermarket so that we could stock up on supplies and we asked
his help on local delicacies. It was inside here that I saw my first Bananquits where there were two
pairs squabbling over the fruit and veg. On the twenty minute drive to Plymouth we saw a few fleeting
Blue-Grey Tanagers from the car. At Arnos Vale Apartments, Victor showed us our ground floor
apartment where the patio doors were open and the local birds were feeding on the well stocked bird
table a few meters away. Two pairs of Trinidad Motmots were contesting primacy of the table, with
male and female White-lined Tanagers, Bare-eyed Thrushes, the large Pale-vented Pigeons and
a pair of Barred Antshrikes. Victor has not been able to find a replacement for his broken
hummingbird feeder so Victor then drove us the few hundred meters to the Adventure Farm where we
briefly viewed the hummingbird feeders so that I would know where to come in future. We did not pay
the 30T.T$ as we did not stay. Back at the apartment and after we had picked our own lemons for our
Gin & Tonics and as dusk fell, a Cocoa Woodcreeper crept up a tree in the wood next door. After
dark the fireflies started to perform with a cricket and frog soundtrack.

Thursday 21st February 2013
The night was punctuated with the local Cockerels crowing at each other regularly to be replaced by
the barking of the local chained pet dogs and then the House Wren started singly loudly before 5am.
Earplugs were applied! I was up before dawn and I walked out of the front gate and into some open
grassy land opposite to see what I could see. The Chachalachas started up their cacophonous chorus
and squads of Short-tailed Swifts and Carib Martins flew over with the last of the bats. A small ratlike possum walked along the power cables which I identified as a Mouse Possom. Back for a fried
egg on toast breakfast and watched the Eared Doves contesting food with the Pale-vented Pigeons
and the tame, normally forest floor dwelling White-tipped Doves quietly feeding under the bird table.
The fourth dove species, a pair of Ruddy Ground Doves kept away from the others and the bird table.
The Rufous-vented Chachalacas also proved to be very tame and made the bird table swing
somewhat. Red-crowned Woodpecker, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, flocks of Green-rumped Parrotlets,
a pair of noisy Orange Winged Parrots, both Blue-black and Black-faced Grassquits, Palm
Tanagers and male White-fringed Antwren were all added to the garden (and my list) in quick
succession. High overhead were cruising Magnificent Frigatebirds and an Osprey and along the

garden side concrete storm drain, a Northern Waterthrush ‘pinged’ it’s characteristic call. A large male
Common Ameiva lizard also made himself known to us.

Arnos Vale Apartments, Plymouth. The bird tree where everything sat at some point, from the patio
Victor gave us a lift to the centre of Plymouth with flocks of Carib Grackles everywhere and nesting
Parrotlets in the bargeboards of a house. We found the empty beach of Back Bay to start on our tan.
A storm drain exited onto the beach where there was a Scrub Greenlet, Spotted Sandpiper and a
Motmot watched from the trees above and Brown Pelicans flew past. A rain shower made us walk
west above the low cliffs with a few Brown Boobies flying west and at the sports field on the football
posts were a pair of ‘House Martin lookalike’ White-winged Swallows and a Grey Kingbird. We
overlooked Great Courland Bay from here for the first time and viewed the many Laughing Gulls,
coming into breeding plumage, Royal and Sandwich Terns loafing on the long pier and moored boats.
The lagoon behind the beach revealed both Little Blue Herons and a Yellow-crowned Night Heron.
We walked back as we were feeling the effects of jet-lag and snoozed in the garden sun. Victor then
drove us down to the Arnos Grove Hotel which has seen better times and had no visitors when we
called. There had been a recent mugging here so Victor was keen to tell us not to come here and not
to frequent empty beaches. We then visited Adventure Farm’s hummingbird Feeders properly and
spent an hour getting to know the five species present: Copper-rumped, Ruby Topaz, Blackthroated Mango, White-necked Jacobin and Rufous-breasted Hermit. The host rang a bell which
brought a mixed flock of birds to feed on fruit by the veranda, the same species as in our garden but
also with Shiny Cowbird. By the garden were a family group of Smooth-billed Anis. Newton George
had left a telephone message with Victor to ask whether we wished to visit Little Tobago with him and
we replied yes.

Friday 22nd February 2013
We hired one of Victor’s cars and drove south to Scarborough and east along the Windward Road to
Speyside and settled on the beach outside the Manta Lodge Hotel and its lagoon. Here were Spotted
Sandpiper, drinking Carib Martins and tame Little Blue and Yellow-crowned Night Herons, both of the
latter which I photod. Above the hill behind Speyside, circled a single Great Black Hawk and an
unexpected Turkey Vulture. At the sugar mill ruins were Ruby Topaz hummers feeding on the coral
vine flowers and a Grey Kingbird hawked above the river. Bananaquits fed from the Manta Lodge
feeders but no hummers were there and two Ospreys came over, one with a freshly caught fish. We
finally realised that the Manta Lodge was not the Bluewaters Hotel so we drove there and met Newton
George for the glass bottomed boat trip from the exclusive hotel pier to Little Tobago. Here were
Turnstones and Chachalacas. We could see distant tropicbirds above Goat Island and Ian
Flemming’s isolated house there, now empty. We had better views of the tropicbirds and a few Brown
Booby flybys. A big swell was running but we landed safely on Little Tobago.
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Manta Lodge Lagoon, Speyside,22 February
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Speyside Sugar mill, 22 February

By the landing, Newton showed us an Audubon’s Shearwater before we climbed up the dry wooded
slopes to the top of the ridge. There were many wild chickens about which were looking as if they
were reverting back to Red Jungle fowl! We had more views of Motmot, Yellow-bellied Elaenia, Bareeyed Thrush, Blue-grey Tanager and Shiny Cowbirds and a Brown-crested Flycatcher was new. I
was surprised to see Northern Waterthrush here as it was so dry and there is no surface water here.
We descended the slope again through Giant Bamboo stands to Newton’s viewing platform where we
viewed many dozens of Red-billed Tropicbirds calling and displaying. Newton brought a grounded
tropicbird to the platform for close inspection and showed us a female White-tailed Nightjar roosting
close by. There were many brown and white phase Red-footed Boobies nesting in the low shrubs
down the face of the slope, the occasional Frigatebird attacked a tropicbird and three Broad-winged
Hawks came along the ridge. Here Newton showed us my first Crested Oropendola on the shrubs
below. Newton had been the reserve warden here and had the observation platform built, from which
David Attenborough had filmed the Frigatebird-Tropicbird interaction for ‘Trials of Life’. On the return
journey had a male White-tailed Nightjar on our path so had to flush it to get by. This was much
brighter than the female with a russet collar and white wing flashes and it flicked its wings as it flew
away. Boarding the boat was difficult as the swell had increased since we had arrived on the island.
Back at the apartment Ursulene gave us a meal of salt fish, Tagine and dumplings.
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Little Tobago & Goat Island, 22 February
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Little Tobago viewpoint and tropicbirds, 22 February

Saturday 23rd February 2013
In the night, we were visited by a long legged Veined Tree Frog which I evicted after it had landed on
my naked back twice (a bit like a wet tissue landing from a great height). At dawn I walked to
Adventure Farm but got soaked so saw very little apart from a very tame Red-crowned Woodpecker
pair nesting in a palm stump and water-logged Water thrushes and Barred Antshrikes. Both Grey and
Tropical Kingbirds on the roadside wires. Over breakfast we had a Rufous-breasted Wren, feeding
Rufous-breasted Hermit and an Prothonotary Warbler in the trees. Victor gave us a lift to the Turtle
Beach Hotel on Great Courland Bay where we sat down to sunbathe and to sea-watch of course! We
watched the local fishermen boat their net end out into the sea and back and then pull it in. This
caused much enthusiasm with the pelicans, laughing gulls, terns (including a single Cayenne Tern)
and Frigate birds. The remnant catch was left and the frigates cruised low overhead and very close to
me as I photod them. An unexpected first winter pale phase Arctic Skua cruised around for a while

and harried Royal Terns. One young male frigate had yellow wing tags on its carpel joints but I could
not read the number. We walked back to Plymouth along the beach and found the lagoon behind
where there was a flock of 12 tame Semi-palmated Plover, a couple of Green, a Little Blue and a Tricolored Heron, a dozen Southern Lapwings, two Whimbrel, a Lesser Yellowlegs and a Grey Plover.
There was a heavy shower so that6 we had to shelter under the large leaves of a fig. The shower
brought in an adult Black-crowned Night Heron with a fish. We forded the lagoon outfall and the rocks
to reach town. We had a late lunch ‘Roti’ at TJ’s bar and returned to the apartment. A Broad-winged
Hawk flew over as we had our Gin & Tonics.

Fishing in Courland Bay

Feeding Frenzy on Turtle Beach

Sunday 24th February 2013
This morning, I returned to Adventure Farm and found the forest hill path where I soon connected with
a spiky tailed Stripe-breasted Spinetail by homing in on its ‘see boyee’ calls. I finally connected with
a fine female Rufous-tailed Jacama which I had thought would have frequented our garden. Here
the White-tipped Doves were doing their forest floor job. I sat on the viewing platform at the top of the
hill and viewed the extensive view south and west to Pigeon Point. Here I had a lovely Yellowbreasted Flycatcher with a penetrating high ‘sweeee’ call and a singing Red-eyed (Chivi) Vireo
which sounded just like the ones in the States and Canada. A female White–fringed Antwren also
showed well.
We hired the car again and drove out to Pigeon Point and parked at the end of the road. A strong
easterly wind meant that the only shelter was on the west facing beach. The boats here also had
pelicans, Laugher Gulls, Royal, Sandwich and two Cayenne Terns and a few White-winged Swallows.
Far out was another or the same first winter pale phase Arctic Skua and more distant Brown Boobies.
A line of clouds flowed out west of the island formed by the hills behind. There were a pair of Browncrested Flycatchers inspecting a hollow steel power cable pole. Anybody feeding on the beach
brought a flock of Carib Grackles around. We drove back via the ponds at Bon Accord which were
either dry or choked with water hyacinth but a couple of Green Herons frequented the mangrove and
a Great White Egret and Smooth Billed Anis were there. We cruised the Roberts Road side ditches
here to the east and found two Lesser Yellowlegs, one Solitary Sandpiper and a white immature Little
Blue Heron.
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Pigeon Point, 24 February
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Courland Bay Lagoon, 25 February

Monday 25th February 2013
At dawn, I returned to Adventure Farm and followed the same forest track with more views of the
Yellow-breasted Flycatcher and Stripe-breasted Spinetails and another Scrub Greenlet and Ruby
Topaz Hummers. A low foraging Flycatcher with a ‘peuuu’ call was my first Fuscous Flycatcher. I
also saw a Golden-olive Woodpecker fly to a tree from the viewing platform to the south. We picked
Grapefruit for breakfast from the garden. We walked into Plymouth and viewed the scanty remains of
Fort James and then to Courland Bay lagoon where there was a Greater Yellowlegs and a Tricolored
Heron along with the usual. We sat in front of The Turtle Bay Hotel and watched the plunge diving
Pelicans being pestered by Laughing Gulls which even sat on the pelicans back or head to steal a
fish. The pelicans would keep their bills under water until the gulls had lost interest or would take flight
again and swallow there. In a big flock of floating Laughing Gulls was a single first winter Blackheaded Gull which rather stood out from the others as being far whiter. The flock drifted slowly
westwards until out of sight. We swam in the big breakers with fishing Pelicans, Sandwich and
Cayenne Terns. A white-winged Swallow was drinking from the lagoon. In town we stopped at TJ’s for
a Black Label rum. Over G n T., we watched the Motmots swinging their racket-tail streamers through
90 degrees whilst the gave their bubbling rumble of a call. A palm tanager visited us in the kitchen
and had to be escorted out.

Tuesday 26th February 2013
Over Breakfast watched Motmots mating and White-fringed Antwren singing ‘Popopopopo’ and
pumping its tail with each ‘po’, the Rufous-breasted Hermit again, Yellow-breasted Flycatcher and
Scrub Greenlet. Today, we drove east along the Northern coast via Moriah and Runnemede past a
huge buttressed Silk-cotton tree to Castara with a Broad-winged Hawk on the way. Watched the
beach crabs, Spotted Sandpipers, the usual pelicans, gulls and terns and Brown Boobies plunge
diving close inshore. On the way back, we looked in at the Grafton estate but all was quiet and it
looked rather run down and with many ‘Trespassers will be prosecuted’ signs up which put me off
visiting again. In the evening, we had a meal out at El Pescador restaurant at Buccoo Bay of dolphin
fish and rum punch.
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Castara Bay, 26 February

Wednesday 27th February 2013
I took the car out before dawn and drove to the Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) and initially
viewed the lake before the entrance. Here a roost of Cattle Egrets were dispersing with a few Great
Whites, a single Snowy Egret, Anhingas, Olivaceous Cormorant, Least Grebes, Moorhens and a
single Spectacled Caiman. There was also a large noisy roost of Green-rumped Parrotlets
dispersing from a tree by the gate. I was waved through the gate and turned right twice to find a rusty
pad-locked gate on the west side of the site. Another Spectacled Caiman watched me as an
employee stopped and asked for 20 T.T$ for a bird-watching permit and he went to get the key. Once
inside the gate this was the place to be! A series of four double man-made lagoons stretched out
before me to my right and I soon started to see good things! Amongst the lilies on the first lagoon
were two quite tame female Masked Ducks and more Least Grebes. In the emergent vegetation
were a number of very active displaying and squabbling American Purple Gallinules. On the third
pool were my first Wattled Jacanas of the trip similarly flighty and displaying and the fourth pool had
the best selection of species. A small flock of Blue-winged Teal, both Lesser & Greater Yellowlegs,
Solitary Sandpiper, a single Black-bellied Tree Duck, a Wilson’s Snipe and a Sora Rail all in quick
succession. Then my first Yellow-headed Caracara flew over the trees to the north of the lagoons. I
could not find any White-cheeked Pintail as at Bon Accord.

Back for breakfast at 8am when a Bananaquit joined us in the kitchen and then we walked into town
where the post office had no stamps for our post cards! We turned down Rabbit Lane to Back Bay
and sunbathed / sea-watched. Three Spotted Sandpipers were there and a Brown Booby fishing
offshore was noted. On leaving at the suggestion of a local mother and child who said that it might not
be safe to be on our own, I left my Father’s watch on the beach and had to return for it but I could not
find it. Another on the beach was looking for good video shots of the active surf and he searched after
I had left and returned the watch to me at the apartment. This illustrates that most are honest, keen to
encourage tourists and are proud of their island. (Thanks Hollis!)

Back Bay, Plymouth

Thursday 28th February 2013
This is the big day that we had booked months ago with the anticipation of many new species not
found on Tobago! Newton George picked us up outside the apartment at 5.15am and then picked up
Alan and Lesley Clark from the Coco Reef Hotel. We flew on the first Trinidad flight of the day on a
Caribbean Airways ATR 72-600 at 6.40am which took 25 minutes. In Trinidad, the Martins at the
airport were Grey-breasted and not the similar Carib Martins in Tobago. A car was waiting and we
were driven up into the hills to the Asa Wright Centre and a whole plethora of new species! On the
drive up, we saw many Black & Turkey Vultures and Greater Kiskadees on the roadside wires, a
couple of Barn Swallows and a single Southern Rough-winged Swallow. Newton thoughtfully
provided binoculars for Ros again so that she could join in with our passion. We parked up and
immediately, I was on to a soaring White Hawk whilst Newton homed in on a pair of Piratic
Flycatchers and Alan & Lesley were eyeing up a fine Yellow Oriole. We entered the hallowed lofty
halls of the Asa Wright centre, a time warp from a previous colonial era and walked the cool corridors
with framed paintings and photos with an extensive birding library to the balcony overlooking the
valley to the south and suddenly there were birds! First off were the Purple Honeycreepers with
yellow legs and the unrelated looking Green Honeycreepers which were of a totally unnatural and
stunningly day-glow green! An all to brief Long-billed Gnat Wren flitted through and then Newton set
up the scope for a prolonged view of a Channel-billed Toucan at the top of a distant tree. Hummers
there were too in good numbers but mostly not at the feeders! The powder puff bush was attracting
the tiny Tufted Coquets and there were White-breasted Emeralds and Blue-chinned Sapphires
too amongst the commoner Jacobins, Copper-rumped, Black-throated Mangos and Ruby Topazs.
Horizontal fruit tray feeders were very popular with a grid placed over to stop whole fruit from being
taken away. Newton had to move the car back to the front gate due to road works on the entrance
drive and in his absence, I homed in on and scoped a Golden-headed Manakin and the local guide
showed us an Ochre-bellied Flycatcher. At Newton’s return we soon had two Common Black Hawks
circling and gorgeous ‘maroon velvet’ Silver-beaked Tanagers. A Red-rumped Agouti was taking
fallen fruit under the feeders. We then left Ros to watch the view from the balcony and walked the
Discovery Trace. A Ferruginous Pygmy Owl briefly called from the large tree by the centre but did not
show itself and a Forest Elaenia showed at the top of a path side tree. Alan found a female Blackfaced Antshrike close by in the low shrubs and we then had very close views of both Golden-headed
and White-bearded Manakins loafing (or ‘liming’) at their lek sites but without much leking going on.
A Rufous-browed Peppershrike sang but remained hidden in the canopy but I found a Whitethroated Thrush again low down and then we were treated to the ear-splitting ‘cronk’ calls of the
amazingly Bearded Bellbird sitting quite close above and answered by two others further along the
valley. Newton had been hearing the quiet calls of Trogons on the walk down the trace and on the
climb back to the centre, he got us scope views of a fine male Collared Trogon. Then Alan picked up
another fleeting Trogon and I found it a few minutes later which became a male Guianan Trogon and

Newton found the female close by. High up in a Nutmeg tree was a plain brown Cocoa Thrush
which did not want to show itself properly. Back at the balcony, we had in quick succession both Bayheaded and Turquoise Tanagers but a brief trip to the men’s room meant that I missed a Redlegged Honeycreeper. The walk back to the road and the car produced the only Motmot we saw on
Trinidad, a large eyed Cocoa or Forest Mort Bleu butterfly, Caligo phyrasus or insulanus and a
beautiful Violaceous Euphonia. Only those who are staying at Asa Wright for 2-3 nights have the
chance of viewing the Oilbirds in the local cave, so we did not see them!
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Asa Wright veranda, 28 February
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‘Powder puff’ bush & Asa Wright veranda, 28 February

We then drove back down the valley past many fields of Christophene which grow on vines that are
trained on netting, which give the steep hillsides a strange clothed in cloth look. Our next stop was the
famous Trincity Sewage works. No proper birding trip is complete unless one visits the local sewage
works as my poor wife knows only too well. Here, I was distracted and delayed by a circling raptor
which Newton did not see and which had the dark grey plumage and stripy primaries and tail of a
Crane Hawk. Much of the lagoons were covered with water hyacinth amongst which were a large
flock of Yellow-hooded Blackbirds, a few American Gallinules and Wattled Jacanas and also a pair
of Pied Water Tyrants. Quickly on again through traffic we arrived at the Maracas Valley and up the
hillside to Yerettê, the home of Theo and Gloria Ferguson where they have many, many hummer
feeders. Again I panicked as there were so many hummers zapping to and fro. A meal was produced
and the offer of a film show about hummers but I was in no state to accept these as I was so wound
up and worried that I might miss the rarity that might slip in and out without my noticing! The feeders
should have numbers on so that directions can be called more easily. I must not have seemed very
sociable to our hosts for which I apologise. A Rufous-browed Peppershrike sang from a garden tree
and we had fleeting views of 1 Long-billed Star-throat and a long tailed Green Hermit.

Hummingbird feeding at Yerettê, Maracas Valley.
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Mangrove, Caroni Swamp, 28 February

We carried on south to Caroni Swamp and parked up by the Reserve centre beyond the security
gates. Here we saw a single mudskipper swimming and a single Scarlet Ibis fly over and another in a
near-by lagoon. Scarlet may not be the correct term for this day-glow, cooked lobster and sorrel red
colour that made them stand out so much more than anything else! Waiting for the boat, I wandered
along the dock and found a Red-capped Cardinal and had to whistle to get Newton’s and others’
attention but few saw it before it vanished. We joined Darren, the young reserve guide and a group
from Asa Wright and we motored slowly in the local narrow creeks where we had more views of a
Yellow-hooded Blackbird and a male Pied Water Tyrant. Lesley notice movement in the mangrove

roots and we were viewing a chicken sized rail rapidly exiting from view but a good enough view to
identify Grey-necked Wood Rail and Newton heard a pair of Straight-billed Woodcreepers which
we also had fleeting views of. We found a female Black-faced Antshrike in the mangrove roots and
Darren showed us a couple of sitting Green-throated Mangos which gave convincing views. A few
more Scarlet ibis looked quite incongruous, standing on the low limbs of the thick stands of mangrove.
Darren found us a roosting Common Potoo which showed no interest in us at all and a coiled
Cook’s Tree Boa snake in a tree above the boat. We finally reached an extensive lagoon and
moored with two other boats to watch the evening flight opposite a mangrove island. Flocks of Snowy
and Tricolored Herons were flying in and landing on the lower branches and then the Scarlets started
coming in and settling on the upper storey. A party of Greater Anis came to join the roost along with
a few Olivaceous cormorants, Little Blue Herons and Great White Egrets. Hundreds of the Ibis came
in to decorate the trees like a Christmas tree. A small number (about 5%) were partly brown
immature. We toasted the scene with a rum punch provided by the Asa Wright people. After such a
magic moment, we returned with an Osprey overhead and all too quickly were back at the airport and
flying back to Tobago to be dropped back at Arnos Vale Apartments. Thanks Newton!

Friday 1st March 2013
This morning we moved to the upper apartment with a better view into the trees about the garden and
soon had good views of the local Cocoa Woodcreeper. We walked west and found a freshly dead
White-tipped Dove in the local bus stop and the only Green Kingfisher of the trip (a female) close by
the Courland River road bridge. We spent the day at the Turtle Beach Hotel where there was a big
swell running and much less seabird activity than before. On the lagoon were a couple of Anhingas
drying their wings and a Turnstone along with the usual Grey Plover, Lapwings and Whimbrel. Back
at the balcony over our usual evening Gin & Tonic watched the interaction between the pigeons,
doves and Motmots and after dark, a bat briefly came to visit us inside.

Saturday 2nd March 2013
Over breakfast, I noticed how the Ruby Topaz Hummer that sat in the dead tree to rest was mostly a
dull brown-black with a punk hair style and the obvious orange tail with the ruby cap and topaz throat
only visible when the sun occasionally caught the plumage. We drove to Store Bay and whilst having
a lunchtime Mackeson milk stout at the famous Taxi Drivers’ Coop bar, I noticed a hawk circling
above. It looked familiar, a pale morph ‘Red-backed Hawk’ that I had become so familiar with on my
three visits to Chile! It had dark grey upper surfaces, head, throat and carpal patches and white
breast, belly, under-wing, vent and tail, the latter with a black sub-terminal band. It towered high
above and moved off to the west. A White-tailed Hawk and a good record for Tobago! White-winged
Swallows hawked from the moored boats where the usual gulls, terns and pelicans loafed.

Store Bay

Sunday 3rd March 2013
Just another sunny day in paradise. From the breakfast table, I noticed mutual preening of Palevented Doves and Chachalachas! We drove to Pigeon Point with a number of Southern Lapwings on
the lawns there. We had distant views of Trinidad today from the beach. The sea was less rough so
we snorkelled and noted a number of fish sheltering in a small patch of coral reef within the bathing
area. We drove the Bon Accord roads again with the same species as before. On returning, a Yellow
Warbler passed through the garden at dusk and we were entertained by the apartment’s Wood Slave
Gecko after dark.

Resting Royal, Sandwich & Cayenne Terns, Laughing Gulls & Brown Pelicans, Pigeon Point

Monday 4th March 2013
We drove again to Store Bay where we felt safe with relatively many other sunbathers about. We saw
the same birds as before. Lunchtime consisted of queen conch, pilau rice and calaloo (Taro and
Okra). At dusk, we watched our local Rufous-breasted Hermit at the flowers.

Tuesday 5th March 2013
This was our final full day and as I still needed the Tobagan highland specialities, we hired Newton
again for a mornings visit to the Roxborough – Bloody Bay road and Gilpin Trace. We picked up Alan
and Lesley from the Cocoa Reef Hotel and drove to Roxborough petrol station for a 7am meeting with
Newton. We transferred to Newton’s people carrier and drove up along the Bloody Bay road and
stopped just before the Main Ridge Rain Forest Reserve boundary (the oldest in the Western
hemisphere created in 1765 to preserve the watershed to allow for adequate water supplies for the
sugar plantations being set up along the coast). Here, at an orange blossomed tree, there were many
Orange-winged Parrots flying over and Chachalacas, we saw our first Giant Cowbirds with the
Oropendolas and a dull winter plumaged Blackpoll Warbler. Finally I connected with Red-legged
Honeycreepers feeding on the flower nectar and across the road in a tall fruiting tree were a female
Collared Trogon, a male Blue-backed Manakin, a Streaked Flycatcher with a woodpecker like ‘pic’
call and another good view of a Red-eyed Vireo. Then Newton homed in on a call ‘woooeeeer’ and he
gave us great views of a Venezuelan Flycatcher.

th

Gilpin Trace, 5 March

Bloody Bay from the Main Ridge Rain Forest Reserve Centre

We then moved on to the famous Gilpin Trace and walked into the forest along the well worn path
which was relatively dry (no wellingtons required). Very soon, Newton picked up the short ‘quick’ call
of a White-throated Spadebill which we soon picked up low down on the slope opposite for
extended views! We heard adult and immature hawks calling and then a Great Black Hawk sailed
over for a brief view. Then we had a ‘blackbird like’ Yellow-legged Thrush which obligingly sat in full
view for us, unlike the White-throated Thrush that was fleetingly glimpsed only. We had a number of
good views of the local highland hummingbird, White-tailed Sabre-wings and a Rufous-breasted
Hermit intent on nest-building on a large drooping leaf. The Rufous-tailed Jacamars gave us good
views but a Fuscous Flycatcher called its ‘phew’ call but would not show. Part of the path had
previously fallen away but we were able to negotiate the narrow ledge. We retraced our steps along
the trace and had a Red-tailed Squirrel in the canopy above, a nice Red-breasted Wren and a Merlin

flashed over and then Newton caught a small Whip? snake for close inspection (Like Ireland, there
are no poisonous snakes on Tobago!). Newton finally gave us a good view of a male Plain Ant-Vireo
and an Ochre-bellied Flycatcher and I found a Cocoa Woodcreeper right by the path for our best
views yet before we regained the road where the photo below was taken for us by another guide.

th

Alan & Lesley Clark, Newton George, Ros & Paul Brown at Gilpin Trace, 5 March
We then drove north to the reserve centre building which was empty with a Broad-winged Hawk
sitting in a tree. Here were loos and an extensive view of the coast at Bloody Bay below. Along the
road-side verges were well worn paths, cleared of vegetation made by leaf-cutting ants and probably
quite ancient. Newton took us to the Nipling Trace and again to another Trace where we heard the
‘chock chock calls of male Blue-backed Manakins in the trees above. Newton told us to position
ourselves in front of a horizontal branch near the path and stay quiet and then the calls stopped and
Newton could hear the birds as the flew down to the Lek. Two males came down and started to
bounce or spring up and down in synchronised unison, one up and one down and leap-frogging each
other with a weird wheezy call, all to attract the unassuming dull green plumaged female. At least two
other males looked on in envy? Ewe had a Brown-crested Flycatcher but we could not find any
Olivaceous Woodcreepers. Back to Roxborough petrol station and we said our fair-wells to Newton
who was off tomorrow to Washington DC to represent Trinidad & Tobago at a tourism conference
there! We drove Alan and Lesley back to Cocoa Beach Hotel and then chilled out on Store Bay beach
for the afternoon. I tried out the snorkel again and studied the fish sheltering in the sandy shallows
away from the marauding pelicans and terns and was surprised by a huge Spotted Eagle Ray with
very long tail that cruised close by me!
Back on the balcony, we watched the local male White-fringed Antwren in our grapefruit tree, Orangewinged Parrots in the neighbour’s trees and our local family of Smooth-billed Anis posing for us in the
dead tree. This being our last night, we went to the beach-side Seahorse Restaurant at Black Rock
for an amazing duck meal with the Laughing Gulls noisy in the dark off the beach.

Wednesday 6th March 2013
Our last day and we spent the morning on the balcony in the sun. A last look around the garden gave
good views of the enigmatic Bush Greenlet and Johnny Jump up (which were not jumping at any time
during our visit to Tobago) Blue-black Grassquit male in the long grass next door and the Black-faced
Grassquits started singing their ‘Serin’ like buzzy jingle in the fruit trees from 10.30 onwards when the

sun left our balcony. Time to pack up and Victor drove us back to the airport to catch the 6pm flight
and teh red-eye back to Gatwick.

Trinidad Motmot

Orange, Lemon or Grapefruit from the apartment garden Bananas, Tagine = Taro? & Christophene
= Chayote

List of species for Tobago in Black & Trinidad in Red
1.
2.

3.

Least Grebe Poliocephalus dominicus. A number were seen on the ponds at Plantations Beach
th
Resort (ex Hilton) lake and ponds on 27 February.
st
Brown Pelican Pelecanus occidentalis. Off Back Bay, Plymouth on 21 February and seen
every day with many immatures. Large flocks gathered around the pier and on the boats at
th
Courland Bay, at Pigeon Point, at Castara Bay 26 February, Store Bay, Speyside etc.
nd
Red-billed Tropicbird Phaethon aethereus. Only seen on the 22 February; a number were
first seen distantly from the Manta Lodge beach at Speyside, flying over Goat Island. Later,
Newton showed us a grounded individual and another with chick, both by the viewing platform
on Little Tobago and many dozens of birds flying from there.

nd

Newton George with Audubon’s Shearwater & Red-billed Tropicbird, Little Tobago, 22 February.
4.
5.

6.

7.

8.
9.

Audubon’s Shearwater Puffinus lherminieri. Newton showed us an adult carefully drawn from
nd
it’s nesting burrow on Little Tobago on 22 February. Thanks Newton!
Red-footed Booby Sula sula. One dark phase bird with pale rump and tail was seen flying west
from Plymouth. Many dozens of both white and brown phases were seen nesting on shrubs on
nd
the slopes, below the viewing point on Little Tobago, on 22 February.
st
Brown Booby Sula leucogaster. Two were seen flying west from Plymouth on 21 February
and individuals were seen fishing offshore everyday. Commoner than Red-footed Booby. A few
were seen off Little Tobago and Goat Island and were far outnumbered by Red-feet from the
nd
th
th
viewing platform on 22 February. On the 24 February off Pigeon Point, at Castara Bay 26
February
Neotropic Cormorant Phalacrocorax brasilianus. 1 seen at Plantations Beach Resort (ex
th
Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27 February. A few came into the roost at
th
Caroni Swamp on 28 February.
American Darter Anhinga anhinga. Ten were at the Plantations Beach Resort ex Hilton) lake
th
st
on 27 February. Two were at Courland bay lagoon on 1 March.
st
Magnificent Frigatebird Fregata magnificens. Seen over the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21
February and every day anywhere off and over Tobago, often at a great height and often
nd
inland. Seen harassing the Red-billed Tropicbirds from the viewpoint at Little Tobago on 22
February and a number were harassing the Laughing Gulls, Royal, Cayenne and Sandwich
rd
Terns that were feeding on the fishermen’s catch on the beach at Courland Bay on 23 Feb.

rd

Magnificent Frigatebird Courland Bay, 23 February.

10.

11.

Little Blue Heron Egretta caerulea. Often seen fishing in rivers in ones and twos. Singles at
st
Great Courland Bay on the 21 February and on each visit. One at the Manta Lodge lagoon at
nd
th
Speyside on 22 February was photod below. A few at Bon Accord ponds on 24 February and
th
several at Plantations Beach Resort (ex Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) on 27 February,
th
and circa 8 at Caroni Swamp, Trinidad, 28 February.
rd
th
Tricolored Heron Egretta tricolour. 1 seen on the Great Courland Bay lagoon on the 23 & 25
nd
February. One at the Manta Lodge lagoon at Speyside on 22 February was photod
th
below.Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27 February. Many were seen coming to
th
roost with the Scarlet Ibis at Caroni Swamp, Trinidad, on 28 February.

nd

Little Blue Heron & Yellow-crowned Night Heron, Manta Lodge lagoon, Speyside, 22 February
12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Snowy Egret Egretta thula. Strangely I saw only one on Tobago at the Plantations Beach
th
Resort (ex Hilton) lake roost on 27 February: On Trinidad, many were seen coming in to roost
th
at Caroni Swamp, 28 February.
th
Great White Egret Egretta alba. One or two were at Bon Accord and along the ditches on 24
rd
February and 3 March. There were a few at the roost at Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton)
th
th
on 27 February There were a few in the Caroni swamp, 28 February.
Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis. The commonest heron by far and seen flying over the Arnos Vale
th
Apartment each day. Manyat the roost at Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) lake on 27
th
February. Also on Trinidad on 28 February but not at the Caroni swamp roost.
rd
Green Heron Butorides virescens. Seen at Courland Bay lagoon on 23 February and Bon
th
Accord mangroves on 24 February, and by the Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) lake on
th
27 February.
Yellow-crowned Night Heron Nyctanassa violacea. Commoner than the Black-crowned. An
st
adult on 21 February and an immature on x at Courland Bay lagoon. and one on the Manta
nd
Lodge lagoon where it was photod and at the other end of the beach at Speyside on 22
February.
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax. 1 adult flew in at Courland Bay lagoon in a
rd
rain storm with a fish on 23 February.

th

Scarlet Ibis roost, Caroni Swamp, 28 February.
18.

19.
20.
21.

22.

23.
24.
25.
26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Scarlet Ibis Eudocimus ruber. The national bird of Trinidad and well seen at Caroni Swamp,
the first bird seen was a single flying and another in shallow water near the reserve centre. A
few more looked quite incongruous sitting low down in the mangrove trees. We watched the
main roost from 5.15 flying in from all directions prior to dusk. There were a few immature but
th
must were in full day glow shocking scarlet, 28 February.
Black-bellied Whistling-duck Dendrocygna autumnalis. I found only one on the fourth tank at
th
Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) lake which was relatively approachable on 27 February.
Blue-winged Teal Anas discors. A flock of 10 were at the sewage ponds at Plantations Beach
th
Resort (ex Hilton) on 27 February.
Masked Duck Nomonyx dominicus. I found two females of this rare species on the first tank at
th
Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) on 27 February. They did not seem shy, and allowed a
relatively close approach.
Turkey Vulture Cathartes aura. I saw one over the hill behind Speyside which is a good record
nd
for Tobago on 22 February. A number were seen from the car driving to and from Asa Wright,
th
Trinidad, 28 February.
American Black Vulture Coragyps atratus. A number were seen driving to and from Asa
th
Wright, Trinidad, 28 February.
th
White Hawk Leucopternis albicollis. I briefly saw a single soaring over Asa Wright Centre, 28
February.
Common Black Hawk Buteogallus anthracinus. A pair seen soaring over Asa Wright Centre.
th
Between 3 and 7 birds soaring over Asa Wright, Trinidad, with some great views, 28 February.
nd
Great Black Hawk Buteogallus urubitinga. One seen over the hill behind Speyside on 22
February. We saw another adult above the Gilpin Trace and we heard calls of the adult and a
th
juvenile on 5 March.
White-tailed Hawk Buteo albicaudatus colonus. I unexpectantly found a classic pale morph
bird towering over Stock Bay whilst drinking a Macason at the Taxi Drivers’ Coop cafe on the
nd
2 March. It soon vanished to the south west. It had a grey upper wing and head, pale under
wing with grey carpal patch and dark primaries; white breast, belly and tail with a black subterminal band.
Broad-winged Hawk Buteo platypterus. The commonest bird of prey on Tobago, we saw three
nd
rd
birds over Little Tobago on 22 February. Seen over the Arnos Vale Apartment garden on 23
February. We found one sitting in a tree by the Roxborough-Bloody Bay road Forest Reserve.
st
Osprey Pandion haliaetus. Seen over the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and two
nd
together at Speyside on 22 February, one of which caught a fish and flew low over the Manta
th
Lodge. We saw one over Caroni swamp on 28 February.
Crane Hawk Geranospiza caerulescens. I saw a single over Trincity was not seen by Newton,
th
28 February.

31.

Yellow-headed Caracara Milvago chimachima. I saw a single over the Plantations Beach
th
Resort (ex Hilton) ponds on 27 February. We saw another flying and perched near the reserve
th
centre at Caroni Swamp, 28 February.

Rufous-vented Chachalaca at Arnos Vale Apartments.
32.

33.
34.

35.
36.
37.

38.
39.

Rufous-vented Chachalaca Ortalis ruficauda. A common and raucous, deafening part of the
st
dawn chorus. Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and seen every day at the bird table. Also
nd
seen at Blue Waters Hotel, Speyside on 22 February and on the Roxborough-Bloody Bay
th
Road 5 March.
Merlin Falco columbarius. seen every day over the Arnos Vale Apartment and one seen over
th
the Roxborough – Bloody Bay road on 5 March.
Grey-necked Wood Rail Aramides cajanea. Lesley saw this chicken sized rail from the boat
close in the mangrove roots and a number of us were able to have a fleeting view of it as in
th
retreated into the Caroni swamp, 28 February.
Sora Porzana carolina. One seen on the fourth tank at Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) on
th
27 February.
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus. There were a number on the pools and tanks
th
Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27 February.
American Purple Gallinule Porphyrio martinica. About 20 were in the tanks at Plantations
th
Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27 February. On Trinidad, we saw two in the water
th
hyacinth at Trincity on 28 February.
Wattled Jacana Jacana jacana. A dozen were seen on the tanks at Plantations Beach Resort
th
th
(ex Hilton) on 27 February; on Trinidad, a couple were seen at Trincity on 28 February.
rd
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola. One was on Courland Bay lagoon on 23 February and on
each visit.

rd

Semipalmated Plovers, Courland Bay lagoon 23 February

40.
41.

Semipalmated Plover Charadrius semipalmatus. Up to twelve were on Courland Bay lagoon
rd
23 February and on each visit.
rd
Southern Lapwing Vanellus chilensis. Up to twelve were on Courland Bay lagoon on 23
rd,
th
February and on each visit a few at the 23 Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27
rd
February and at Pigeon Point on 3 March.

th

Whimbrel by Turtle Beach 25 February
42.
43.
44.

45.

46.

47.
48.

49.

th

Spotted Sandpiper at Castara Bay 26 February
rd

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus. At least two were present on Courland Bay lagoon on 23
February and on each visit.
th
Solitary Sandpiper Tringa solitaria. 1 on the Bon Accord roadside ditches on 24 February and
th
th
rd
on the 4 tank at Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) 27 February & 3 March
th
Greater Yellowlegs Tringa melanoleuca. 1 was at Courland Bay lagoon on 25 February and
th
th
on the 4 tank at the Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) on 27 February. Also present at Bon
Accord.
rd
Lesser Yellowlegs Tringa flavipes. 1 at Courland Bay lagoon 23 and 2 on the Bon Accord
th
rd
th
ditches on 24 February & 3 March and at the Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) on 27
February.
st
Spotted Sandpiper Tringa macularia. Back Bay, Plymouth on 21 February, Manta Lodge
nd
th
Lagoon, Speyside on 22 February, at Castara Bay 26 February, A few seen on every beach
visited
Wilson’s Snipe Gallinago delicate. I saw one on the fourth tank at Plantations Beach Resort
th
(ex Hilton) on 27 February.
nd
Ruddy Turnstone Arenaria interpres. A flock of up to 25 was at the Blue Waters Inn on 22
th
February. Also one was by the boats at Turtle Beach Hotel on 25 February and at Courland
st
Bay Lagoon on 1 March..
Arctic Skua Stercorarius parasiticus. An immature was seen harrying terns offshore at
rd
th
Courland Bay on 23 February and again the following day on the 24 off Pigeon Point which
might have been the same individual.

Laughing Gulls, Courland Bay

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.
57.

Laughing Gull Larus atricilla. Large flocks gathered on the pier and the boats at Courland Bay
st
th
on 21 February and every day, at Castara Bay 26 February, at Pigeon Point and Store Bay
often perched on the fishing boats. Small groups were sometimes seen flying far offshore. The
adults were mostly in breeding plumage and there was some displaying on the beach. They
followed fishing Brown Pelicans and landed next to them to try and steel fish from the bills,
sometimes even sitting on the pelicans’ heads.
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus. A first winter individual was at Courland Bay was with a
th
raft of Laughing Gulls which drifted west with them out of site on the 25 February. It stood out
from the rest by being much paler and quite unlike the immature Laughers.
Royal Tern Sterna maxima. Common offshore around all coasts Large flocks gathered on the
st
pier and the boats at Courland Bay on 21 February and every day; west of Pigeon Point on
th
th
24 February, at Castara Bay 26 February and at Store Bay on each visit.
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis. Up to 4 were present throughout on the pier and the
st
th
boats at Courland Bay on 21 February and every day and at Pigeon Point on 24 February, at
Store Bay often perched on the fishing boats on each visit.
Cayenne Tern Sterna eurygnatha. The yellow-billed ‘Cayenne’ race was noted at Courland Bay
rd
th
on 23 February and on most visits, 2 off Pigeon Point on 24 February often perched on the
fishing boats on each visit.
th
Pale-vented Pigeon Columba cayennensis. Arnos Vale Apartments 20 February. Widespread
and common in wooded areas and seen every day at the Arnos Vale Apartment where it was
th
second in the bird table pecking order. at Castara Bay 26 February Bon Accord & Plantations
th
Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27 February, Little Tobago etc.
Feral Pigeon Columba livia. A few were about the airport and in Scarborough.
Eared Dove Zenaida auriculata. Only common in the western flatlands and beaches and
st
commoner than Ruddy Ground Dove. At the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and seen
every day where it was only third in the pecking order to the Pale-vented Pigeons.

Eared Dove, Turtle Beach
58.

Ruddy Ground Dove at Arnos Vale Apartments.

Ruddy Ground Dove Columbina talpacoti. A very small and common dove in the western
st
flatlands. At the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and every day but which never came to
the bird table.

Pale-vented Pigeon at Arnos Vale Apartments.

st

& White-tipped Dove, Plymouth 1 March

59.

60.

61.

62.
63.

64.

White-tipped Dove Leptotila verreauxi. Common mainly seen in wooded areas where its deep
‘hoooom’ sometimes preceeded with a turtle dove purr, was heard often. At the Arnos Vale
st
nd
Apartment on 21 February and every day, on Little Tobago on 22 February and foraging at
th
Adventure Farm on 24 February and each visit. One was found freshly dead at a bus-stop in
st
Plymouth on 1 March.
Green-rumped Parrotlet Forpus passerines. Tiny, and bright green all over! A common bird of
the flatlands of the west of Tobago and usually seen flying in flocks. At the Arnos Vale
1st
Apartment on 2 February and every day over. At least three pairs were nesting in holes in the
barge boards of a house in the centre of Plymouth. There were big roosts at Plantations Beach
7th
Resort (ex Hilton) lake on 2 February and at Buccoo Bay and Bon Accord.
Orange-winged Amazon Parrot Amazona amazonica. Very common in and over areas of
st
primary or secondary rainforest. At the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and every day
over It seemed especially abundant in the north of the island where pairs were seen flying over
the Roxborough – Bloody Bay Road in the hill forest. Seen also at Asa Wright on Trinidad on
th
28 February.
Greater Ani Crotophaga major. A family party went to roost with the Scarlet Ibis in Caroni
th
Swamp, 28 February.
Smooth-billed Ani Crotophaga ani. Common and widespread throughout, generally in open
habitats, including forest fringes, and farmland. Invariably seen in small family groups. Seen in
st
th
the grass by the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February, at Bon Accord ponds on 24
th
th
February, at Castara Bay 26 February, Plantations Beach Resort (ex Hilton) Ponds on 27
February, and elsewhere on Tobago. Also seen on Trinidad at Trincity and elsewhere.
Common Potoo Nyctibius griseus. One seen roosting in the mangrove at Caroni swamp
th
thanks to , 28 February

Female White-tailed Nightjar Little Tobago, 22

65.

66.
67.

68.

69.
70.

nd

February Red-crowned Woodpecker, Arnos Vale
Apartments.

White-tailed Nightjar Caprimulgus cayennensis. Neweton showed us a female roosting by the
viewing platform on Little Tobago and on the way back to the boat we found a male sitting on
the path which we had to flush to get by which looked like a smaller version of our European
nd
Nightjar, on 22 February.
Ferruginous Pygmy Owl Glaucidium brasilianum. One was heard calling once by Newston
and me in the tree to the west of the centre at Asa Wright on Trinidad.
Short-tailed Swift Chaetura brachyuran. Widespread and common throughout Tobago. Seen
th
over the south west end of the island on 20 February. The common swift on Tobago, and seen
every day at the apartment. (I am not sure whether I actually saw any Grey-rumped swifts
although they should have been obvious with longer tails than the short tail swifts.)
Rufous-breasted Hermit Glaucis hirsute. A large, approachable and quite common
hummingbird seen most days at the apartment, First seen at the feeders at Adventure Farm on
nd
th
22 February and most days at the Arnos Grove Apartment. At the feeders at Yerettê, 28
th
February in Trinidad and one at nest along Gilpin Trace on 5 March.
th
Green Hermit Glaucis guy. One seen at the feeders at Yerettê, 28 February. Thank you
Newton!
White-tailed Sabrewing Campylopterus ensipennis. At least two were seen on separate
th
territories along the Gilpin Trace, 5 March.

71.

White-necked Jacobin Florisuga mellivora. Nectar feeders are the best place to look for this
th
species, At the Adventure Farm on 20 February but was not seen at the apartment. Males
th
seen at the feeders at Asa Wright veranda and at Yerettê on 28 February.

Copper-rumped Hummingbird at Adventure Farm
72.

th

White-naped Jacobin at Yerettê, 28 February.

Copper-rumped Hummingbird Amazilia tobaci. Seen marginally more frequently than any
th
other hummer. Small with white socks, we saw them first at Adventure Farm on 20 February
nd
and then most days at the Arnos Vale apartment. On Little Tobago on 22 February. At Asa
th
Wright and at the feeders at Yerettê, 28 February in Trinidad.

st

Black-throated Mango & Ruby-topaz Hummingbird at Adventure Farm, 21 February
73.

74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.

Black-throated Mango Anthracothorax nigricollis. Another common Tobago hummingbird. At
th
the Adventure Farm on 20 February, and seen most days at the Arnos Vale Apartment and at
th
Asa Wright and Yerettê Trinidad on 28 February, 1 at Arnos Vale on 6 June and a single at
Grafton on 7 June.
Green-throated Mango Anthracothorax viridigula. Two males were seen in the mangroves at
th
Caroni Swamp, Trinidad, 28 February.
Tufted Coquette Lophornis ornatus. There were a few feeding at the ‘powder puff’ bush below
th
the veranda at Asa Wright and Yerettê, 28 February.
Blue-chinned Sapphire Chlorestes notate. Seen at Asa Wright below the veranda and at
th
Yerettê, 28 February.
White-chested Emerald Amazilia brevirostris. Two birds were seen around Asa Wright and
th
Yerettê on 28 February.
th
Long-billed Starthroat Heliomaster longirostris. Only seen at Yerettê on 28 February
Ruby-topaz Hummingbird Chrysolampis mosquitus, This looks brown-black with an orange
tail and a punk hair style until the sun catches the ruby crown and topaz throat. Seen first at
th
Adventure Farm on 20 February, and seen every day at the Arnos Vale Apartment. At the
nd
th
Speyside waterwheel on 22 February. At Asa Wright and Yerettê Trinidad on 28 February

80.
81.

82.

83.

Channel-billed Toucan Ramphastos vitellinus. One scoped from the veranda at Asa Wright
th
gave us prolonged views, 28 February. Thanks Newton!
Collared Trogon Trogon collaris. Newton could hear the soft ventriloquel calls and found a
th
male which we viewed very well by the Discovery Trail at Asa Wright, 28 February. A female
th
gave a fleeting view on the Gilpin Trace on 5 March.
Guianan Trogon Trogon violaceus. Again Newton homed in on the call and Alan glimpsed and
i found a male and Newton found the female, both giving prolonged views by the Discovery
th
Trail at Asa Wright, 28 February.
Green Kingfisher Chloroceryle americana. One female was seen by the Courland River road
bridge at Plymouth.

Trinidad Motmot at Arnos Vale Apartments.
84.

85.

86.

87.

88.

89.

90.

Tropical Mockingbird at Arnos Vale Apartments.

Trinidad Motmot Momotus bahamensis. Widespread in or near all areas of primary and
th
secondary forest. Arnos Vale Apartments 20 February and every day in the garden where two
pairs contested the bird table and which dominated the other species. I watched a mating once.
The call preceded their appearance and was a low bubbling rumble. The tail swung though 90
degrees when angry or alarmed. Quite a bully with a bandit mask. One at Back Bay, Plymouth
st
nd
on 21 February and a few seen on Little Tobago on 22 February and at Adventure Farm and
th
also one seen at Asa Wright on 28 February.
Rufous-tailed Jacamar Galbula ruficauda. Not as common as I was expecting and not in the
th
Arnos Vale Apartment garden. Only seen at Adventure Farm on 24 February each visit and on
th
Gilpin Trace and from the road side in the Main Ridge Rain Forest Reserve on 5 March.
Red-crowned Woodpecker Melanerpes rubricapillus. Very common, vocal, tame and seen in
all habitats including mangrove, shoreline palms, gardens and forests. At the Arnos Vale
st
Apartment on 21 February and every day. A pair were nesting in a palm stump at Adventure
th
th
th
Farm on 24 & 25 February. At Pigeon Point on the 24 February.
Golden-olive Woodpecker Piculus rubiginosus. A single seen well from the hill top at
Adventure Farm and a group seen from the road above Roxborough below the Forest Reserve
th
on 5 March.
Straight-billed Woodcreeper Dendroplex picus altirostris. Calls were heard by Newton and we
th
homed in on and saw a pair from the boat in the mangrove at Caroni Swamp, Trinidad on 28
February.
Cocoa Woodcreeper Xiphorhynchus susurrans. The common woodcreeper on Tobago. One
th
st
seen by the Arnos Vale Apartment on 20 February and 1 March and heard each day. One
th
was seen very close on the Gilpin Trace on 5 March.
Stripe-breasted Spinetail Synallaxis cinnamomea. Keeps low down in forest but the ‘see
boyeee’ call can help to home in on them and views can be had if you wait. Two seen well at
th
th
th
Adventure Farm on 24 and 25 February A pair were seen on the Gilpin Trace on 5 March.

91.

Barred Antshrike Thamnophilus doliatus. Widespread and common in dense mangrove,
secondary growth, gardens and forest edges. The male is humbug striped and the female is the
same colour as the female White-lined Tanager and both call and pump their tail when doing
th
so. One pair Arnos Vale Apartments 20 February and seen each day and at least two other
pairs vocal close by and also at the Adventure Farm.

Male & female Barred Antshrike at Arnos Grove Apartments
92.

Black-crested Antshrike Sakesphorus canadensis trinitatus. Alan found a female by the
Discovery Trail at Asa Wright and we viewed a male closely in the mangrove at Caroni Swamp,
th
on 28 February.
th
93. Plain Antvireo Dysithamnus mentalis. Newton found us a male at Gilpin Trace on 5 March,
and good views were had.
94. White-fringed Antwren Formicivora grisea. The male is a dead ringer for Grey Plover in
st
breeding plumage and quite vocal and confiding too! A pair at the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21
February and every day and at Adventure Farm.
95. Fuscous Flycatcher Cnemotriccus fuscatus. One gave excellent views on the hill trail at the
th
Adventure Farm on 25 Fenruary but was not seen or heard at the Arnos Vale Apartment. One
th
was calling on Gilpin Trace but was not visible on 5 March.
96. Piratic Flycatcher Legatus leucophalus. Newton found two birds by the car park at Asa Wright
th
on 28 February.
97. Streaked Flycatcher Myiodynastes maculates. This large, streaky flycatcher was seen from
the Roxborough road below the Main Ridge Rain Forest Reserve and on the Gilpin Trace on
th
5 March.
th
98. Great Kiskadee Pitangus sulphuratus. Several on roadside power cables & phone wires, 28
February. Does not occur on Tobago, although very common on Trinidad.
99. Tropical Kingbird Tyrannus melancholicus. Common by roadsides. Seen by the Arnos Vale
Apartment most days. Also seen on Trinidad.
100. Grey Kingbird Tyrannus dominicensis. Widespread throughout the island but less common
than the previous species and generally seen in the flatlands and as with the above, usually in
st
pairs. One on the Plymouth goal post on 21 February and seen by the Arnos Vale Apartment
nd
most days, at the Speyside Waterwheel on 22 February. Also on Trinidad.
101. Brown-crested Flycatcher Myiarchus tyrannulus. One was seen on the track over Little
nd
Tobago on 22 February. A pair was seen investigating a hollow power cable pole at Pigeon
th
Point and one was seen from the Roxborough- Bloody Bay road on 5 March.

102. Venezuelan Flycatcher Myirarchus venezuelensis. Smaller and less brown than the
preceeding species, Newton found them by call and we saw two individuals on the Gilpin Trace
th
on 5 March.
103. White-throated Spadebill Platyrinchus mystaceus. As soon as we entered Gilpin Trace,
Newton could hear one and we had good extended views of this small and scarce species on
th
5 March.
th
104. Yellow-breasted Flycatcher Tolmomyias flaviventris. First seen at Adventure Farm on 24
th
February and then seen most days at the Arnos Vale Apartment from 26 February when I
knew the ‘sweeee soeeeee’ call was like.
105. Ochre-bellied Flycatcher Mionectes oleaginea. Molly fond me one from the veranda at Asa
th
th
Wright on 28 February, One was seen along the Gilpin Trace on 5 March.
106. Yellow-bellied Elaenia Elaenia flavogaster. The commonest and widespread small flycatcher,
st
nd
At the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and every day, on Little Tobago on 22
February, Bon Accord, Pigeon Point, Crown Point, Grafton, Cuffie River and King's Bay River.
Adventure Farm, Pigeon Point and elsewhere.
107. Forest Elaenia Myiopagis gaimardii trinitatis. 1 seen well above the Discovery Trail at Asa
th
Wright on 28 February.
108. Pied Water Tyrant Fluvicola pica. Two birds seen very well at Trincity and one male at Caroni
th
Mangrove Swamp, Trinidad on 28 February. Looked quite like a short-tailed Pied Wagtail.
109. Bearded Bellbird Procnias averano carnobarba. One male seen well by the Discovery Trail at
th
Asa Wright on 28 February which blasted our eardrums. At least two others were heard.
110. White-bearded Manakin Manacus manacus trinitatus. Great views of a lek of about 4 males
th
seen by the Discovery Trail at Asa Wright on 28 February.
111. Golden-headed Manakin Pipra eurythrocephala atlantica. I found and scoped a male from the
veranda of the Asa Wright Centre before we saw a couple of males at the lek on the Discovery
th
Trail, 28 February.
112. Blue-backed Manakin Chiroxiphia pareola. One male seen on a fruiting tree from the
Roxborough road below the Main Ridge Rain Forest Reserve and from the Gilpin Trace. Two
males were calling high in a tree and then when stopped they dropped down to their lek and
performed their syncronised leaps. Thank You Newton!
th
th
113. Red-eyed (Chivi) Vireo Vireo olivaceus chivi. First seen at Adventure Farm on 24 & 25
th
February and again from the Roxborough Road below the forest reserve on 5 March.
114. Rufous-browed Peppershrike Clylarhis gujanensis flavipectus. One was singing at Asa Wright
th
but not seen and another was singing at Yerettê and was seen well on 28 February.
115. Scrub Greenlet Hylophilus flavipes. This unassuming dullard and Phylloscopus look alike, I by
st
th
the beach at Back Bay, Plymouth on 21 February, at Adventure Farm on 25 February and at
th
Arnos Vale Apartment on 26 February but nowhere else and I did not hear a call or song.
116. White-winged Swallow Tachycineta albiventer. Two were seen on the goal post at the
st
Plymouth sports ground on 21 February. Otherwise they were seen low over the sea and
th
th
sitting on moored boats on the 24 off Pigeon Point, drinking on Courland Bay lagoon on 25
th
nd
February, at Castara Bay 26 February and Store Bay on 2 March.
117. Caribbean Martin Progne domicensis. The first bird I identified on arriving in Tobago were at
th
the airport on 20 February and seen over the Arnos Vale Apartment every day and
everywhere else. The large and very common martin but not seen on Trinidad, where it is
replaced by the next species.
118. Grey-breasted Martin Progne chalybia. Several were seen at Trinidad airport, but not
th
subsequently, 28 February. In size and structure very similar to Caribbean Martin.
119. Southern Rough-winged Swallow Stelgidopteryx ruficollis aequalis. One was seen from the
th
car on Trinidad on the road near Asa Wright on 28 February.
th
120. Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica. Two juveniles were seen on wires on the main road, 28
February.
121. Rufous-breasted Wren Thryothorus rutilus. Seen once and heard at other times in the garden
rd
th
at the Arnos Vale apartment on 23 February. A pair was seen on Gilpin Trace on 5 March.
122. House Wren Troglodytes aedon. Widespread in gardens and scrub and tame, and like most
th
wrens, loud. At the Arnos Vale Apartments on 20 February and seen every day there but not
at the bird table. It was the first bird to sing often before 5am, at least an hour before daybreak
123. Long-billed Gnatwren Ramphocaenus melanurus trinitatus. One seen fleetingly from the
th
Veranda at Asa Wright, 28 February.

124. Tropical Mockingbird Mimus gilvus. Very common in gardens, farmland and open habitats
th
generally and on Trinidad. 20 February and seen every day at the Arnos Vale Apartment bird
nd
table and on Little Tobago on 22 February.
125. Yellow-legged Thrush Platycichla flavipes. A smaller version of the European Blackbird, three
th
individuals were seen well on Gilpin Trace on 5 March.

Bare-eyed Thrush & male Black-faced Grassquit at Arnos Vale Apartments.
126. Bare-eyed Thrush Turdus nudigenis. Widespread and common in gardens and also seen in
th
mangroves and secondary forest and scrub including on Trinidad. Arnos Vale Apartments 20
nd
February and everyday at the bird table. On Little Tobago on 22 February The call was a cat
like mewing.
127. White-necked Thrush Turdus albicollis. I found a male on the Discovery Trail at Asa Wright on
th
th
28 February and one seen fleetingly at Gilpin Trace 5 March.
128. Cocoa Thrush Turdus fumigatus aquilonalis. A single seen fleetingly high up in the canopy of a
th
nutmeg tree above the Discovery Trail at Asa Wright, Trinidad, 28 February.
st
129. Blue-black Grassquit Volatinia jacarina. At the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and
most days but they were not doing their Johnny Jump up display and were thus rather
unassuming. Good views were had of both male and female.
130. Black-faced Grassquit Tiaris bicolour. Common in grassy habitats. At the Arnos Vale
st
Apartment on 21 February and every day. Its buzzy trill was sung all the hot daylight hours
from the fruit trees in the garden. Some singing males had very little black on the face. At
th
Pigeon Point on the 24 February
131. Red-capped Cardinal Paroaria gularis nigrogenis. I found a single bird in a tree by the reserve
centre at Caroni Swamp from the landing stage but only Newton got there in time to see it.
th
Others were heard but not seen subsequently, 28 February.
rd
132. Yellow Warbler Dendroica petechia. One at the Arnos Vale Apartment on 3 March.
rd
133. Prothonotary Warbler Protonotaria citrea. One at the Arnos Vale Apartment on 23 February.
134. Blackpoll Warbler Dendroica striata. A Single bird was seen from the Roxborough Road just
th
before the Forest Reserve boundary on 5 March. Thanks Newton.
135. Northern Waterthrush Seiurus noveboracensis. Heard and often seen along the drainage
st
channel by the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and every day. Unexpectedly found on
nd
rd
dry Little Tobago on 22 February and at Adventure Farm on 23 February. Common in Caroni
th
Swamp mangroves on 28 February and along roadsides in the Main Ridge Rain Forest
th
Reserve on 5 March.
136. Bananaquit Coereba flaveola. The most numerous bird on Tobago. The first individuals we
saw were inside the Penny Save supermarket at Canaan. Common at all feeding stations
forests and gardens and at the Arnos Vale Apartment. Started singing before dawn. They were
nd
the only birds at the hummer feeders at Manta Lodge on 22 February. Also everywhere on
Trinidad.

137. Silver-beaked Tanager Ramphocelus carbo magnirostris. A male was seen well at Asa Wright
th
on 28 February. One of Newton’s favourite species.
138. Turquoise Tanager Tangara Mexicana vieililoti. Newton pointed out a single at Asa Wright on
th
28 February.
139. Bay-headed Tanager Tangara gyrola viridissima. Newton found a bird in trees from the Asa
th
Wright Balcony on 28 February.
140. White-lined Tanager Tachyphonus rufus. Common in Tobago. In the Arnos Vale Apartment
th
th
garden 20 February and every day and at Adventure Farm. At The Asa Wright centre on 28
February. The male is black with a white under-wing and the female is rufous brown.

Palm & female White-lined Tanagers at Arnos Vale Apartments.
th

141. Blue-grey Tanager Thraupis episcopus. Plymouth 20 February. Common in most habitats
nd
and a regular at nectar feeders and the 2 commonest passerine on Tobago, after Bananaquit,
and seen every day in the Arnos Vale Apartment garden but usually not on the bird table and at
nd
Adventure Farm. On Little Tobago on 22 February.
142. Palm Tanager Thraupis palmarum. Common in most habitats and a regular at nectar feeders.
st
At the Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and every day on the bird table. One visited our
th
th
kitchen on 25 February. Seen at Asa Wright on 28 February.
143. Red-legged Honeycreeper Cyanerpes cyaneus. The only honeycreeper on Tobago which
apart from the leg colour, is similar to the Purple Honeycreeper. Newton saw one at the Asa
th
Wright centre when I was indisposed on 28 February. A number were coming to a flowering
th
tree just outside the Forest Reserve above Roxborough on 5 March.
144. Purple Honeycreeper Cyanerpes caeruleus longirostris. A number coming to the feeders at
th
Asa Wright veranda on 28 February. Both sexes have legs so yellow, they look like they’re
made of plastic.
145. Green Honeycreeper Chlorophanes spiza. Looks quite unrelated to the other two
Honeycreepers and is an amazing day glow green. Seen at the Asa Wright feeders, where
th
common and confiding, 28 February.
146. Violaceous Euphonia Euphonia violacea. We watched a male in a tree by the entrance to Asa
th
Wright on 28 February.
147. Crested Oropendola Psarocolius decumanus. Not recorded at all in the south of Tobago. On
nd
th
Tobago, Little Tobago on 22 February and more along the Roxburgh – Bloody Bay road on 5
March. On Trinidad, there were a dozen at Asa Wright near the centre which were vocalising.
148. Carib Grackle Quiscalus lugubris. Common in the western flatlands. Seen distantly from the
st
Arnos Vale Apartment on 21 February and every day over Plymouth but not usually in the
Apartment garden. They looked for food on the beaches at Pigeon Point and Store Bay.
149. Shiny Cowbird Molothrus bonariensis. A small flock attended feeding time at Adventure Farm
st
nd
on 21 February and also on Little Tobago on 22 February.
150. Giant Cowbird Scaphidura oryzivora. A number were seen on the Roxborough-Bloody Bay
th
road on 5 March where they were associating with the Oropendolas.

th

Purple and Green Honeycreepers, Asa Wright Centre,Trinidad, 28 February.

Blue-grey Tanager at Arnos Vale Apartments.

Carib Grackle at Store Bay Beach

151. Yellow Oriole Icterus nigrogularis trinitatus. On Trinidad, there were birds at Asa Wright centre,
th
28 February.
152. Yellow-hooded Blackbird Chrysomus icterocephalus. A large flock amongst the Water
Hyacinth at Trincity sewage ponds, and a single male was in the mangroves at Caroni Swamp
th
Trinidad, on 28 February.

Mammals
Mouse Possom Marmosa murina. One tight-rope walked power lines above the road by the Arnos
st
Vale Apartment before dawn on our first morning, 21 February.
th
Red-rumped Agouti Dasyprocta leporina seen under the feeders below the Asa Wright balcony, 28
February.
Red-tailed Squirrel Sciurus granatensis Seen under the feeders below the Asa Wright balcony on
th
th
28 February.but not by me. One in the rain forest on the Gilpin Trace on 5 March

Reptiles
Spectacled Caiman Caiman crocodilus two were seen in the ponds at Plantations Beach Resort (ex
th
Hilton) on 27 February.
Cook’s Tree Boa Corallus cookii One was seen coiled asleep in the mangrove above the boat in
th
Caroni Swamp, 28 February.
Whip Snake Martigodryas baldaerti ??? One caught for a close up view by Newton on Gilpin Trace,
th
5 March.
Common Ameiva Ameiva ameiva. A large lizard seen every day in the Arnos Vale Apartment garden
in Plymouth, the male larger than the female and with dark bulging jowls.
Wood Slave Gecko Hemidactylus mabouia. One was living in the light fitting on the balcony of the
first floor flat.

Amphibians
Cane Toad Bufo marinus. One seen crossing the Arnos Vale Apartment lawn one night.
Veined Tree Frog Phrynohyas venulosa. This large leggy frog visited the bedroom at the Arnos Vale
nd
rd
Apartments in the night of the 22 - 23 February.

Common Ameiva lizard at Arnos Vale Apartments.

th

Whip Snake? Gilpin Trace, 5 March.

Fish

Cane toad at Arnos Vale Apartments.

Wood Slave Gecko at Arnos Vale Apartments.

th

Mudskipper sp. Caroni Swamp, 28 February
Spotted Eagle Ray Aetobatus narinari. One swam very close by me as I snorkelled in the sandy
th
shallows off Store Bay, 5 March

rd

Swimmer crab Turtle Beach 23 February

th

Crab at Castara Bay 26 February

Butterflies
Cocoa or Forest Mort Bleu butterfly, Caligo phyrasus or insulanus at Asa Wright Reserve, Trinidad on
th
28 February. Apart from Yellows Eurema sp., There were few other species moving.
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