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FIRST PAGE 

 

Only two weeks before we left, me and my girlfriend Susanne Jacops decided to visit 

Turkey as it was an area in the WP where I could see more than 20 new lifers. We there 

for concentrated on the new lifers for me and didn’t care if we missed other species like 

waders or other marshland birds by this. 

Our target list was following: Caspian Snowcock, Caucasian Black Grouse, See-see 

Partridge, Black Francolin, Cretzschmar’s Bunting, Cinereous Bunting, Grey-necked 

Bunting, Persian Nuthatch, Krueper’s Nuthatch, Desert Finch, Crimson-winged Finch, 

Mongolian Trumpeter Finch, Demoiselle Crane, Armenian Gull, Bimaculated Lark, 

Rueppell’s Warbler, Radde’s Accentor, Finch’s Wheatear, Mountain Chiffchaff, White-

throated Robin, Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin, Dead Sea Sparrow, Chestnut-shouldered 

Petronia, Fire-fronted Serin and Blue-cheeked Bee-eater. There was one other target 

species on the list as a group English birdwatchers from Celtic Bird Tours 

(www.celticbirdtours.com) found Iraq Babbler in Turkey near the Syrian border! I 

couldn’t find any directions of the exact location so I put an extra day Birecik in our 

itinerary to give the area an extra look because this was the only place I could think 

where this species could turn up. We’ve succeeded to see most of our list including the 

Iraq Babbler! We missed Caspian Snowcock and Grey-necked Bunting. The Caspian 

Snowcock is difficult in Sivrikaya in july and when we were in the area of the Grey-

necked Bunting I got sick and didn’t have the energy to search hard for this bird. In july 

this is also not an easy species. To search for Demoiselle Crane in Bulanik was a big 

detour and chances were slim that we would see this bird so we skipped the place. A 

bonus-bird was an adult Steppe Eagle near the Iranian border. 

All in all we had a very productive trip and we even combined birdwatching with ordinary 

tourist stuff. 

 

Thanks are due to my girlfriend Susanne Jacops for her great company and support. 

Furthermore I have to thank the people who send me their reports, gave me extra 

information or lend me some books being Jos Rutten, Peter and Erwin Collaerts, 

gebroeders Jacobs, Norbert Willaert, Ronan Felix, Wim Heylen, Pieter Vanthiegem, Emin 

Yogurtcuoglu and David Van Den Schoor. 
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ITINERARY 
 

 

 

28/06 departed Amsterdam arrival Antalya around 11.00h – drive to Akseki (ca 3h) 

29/06 Akseki – drive to Goksu delta with few stops along the way (ca 6h) 

30/06 Goksu delta – drive to Durnalik (ca 4h) 

01/07 Durnalik – drive to Birecik (ca 2h) 

02/07 Birecik and surroundings 

03/07 Birecik and surroundings 

04/07 Birecik and drive to Tatvan (ca 9h!) roadside birding (Blue-cheeked bee-eater site) 

05/07 Nemrut Dagi – drive to Van Hills 

06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – Selale Waterfalls – Serpmentas Lavafields 

07/07 Serpmentas lavafields – drive to Dogubayazit (ca 90 km–2h) - Isak Palace drive to Gelinkaya 

08/07 Gelinkaya – drive to Sivrikaya  

09/07 Sivrikaya 

10/07 Sivrikaya (Black Cock site) – drive to Tunseli 

11/07 Tunseli – drive to Khata (Nemrut Dagi) 

12/07 Nemrut Dagi – drive to Kayseri (Yesilhisar) 

13/07 touristic activities Cappadocia 

14/07 Sultan Marshes – Cappadocia 

15/07 Sultan Marshes – Cappadocia 

16/07 drive to Akseki (7 hours) 

17/07 Akseki – drive to Antalya – tourist activities 

18/07 Antalya tourist activities 

19/07 Antalya tourist activities 

20/07 Antalya tourist activities 

21/07 Antalya tourist activities 

22/07 flight home Antalya - Amsterdam 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

FLIGHT AND VISA 
We booked our flights with Martinair (www.martinair.nl) and flew from Amsterdam to 
Antalya. The costs for this were € 624 for 2 tickets. Our return flight was a morning 
flight. I tried to phone the airport of Antalya the day before we left to reconfirm our flight 
but nobody could assist me! So we were forced to show up at the airport for our morning 
flight only to get informed that our flight didn’t go at 11.00h but was rescheduled for 
15.00h. Not so big of a problem were it not that that flight was delayed until 19.30h! so 
we spent the entire day in the airport because we didn’t want the hassle to go back with 
all our luggage into Antalya.  
No visa is required in advance for Turkey. Upon arrival you have to pay € 10,00 for a visa 
valid for 1 month. If you have your international passport with you it will be printed in 
there, if you only have your Belgian passport with you, you will receive a visa on paper 
which you have to show again when leaving Turkey! 
 
MONEY 
During our stay the exchange rate was as follows: 1 € = 2 TL . We brought cash and our 
VISA-card with us. VISA is widely accepted at nearly all Petrol stations. In the cheaper 
hotels VISA is mostly a problem. You can exchange money in the airport, banks and the 
local PTT-offices. In the larger cities it is also no problem to get money from terminals 
with your VISA or European bank-card. Pay attention, by doing this your bank always 
charges a fee for this transaction. 
 
ACCOMMODATION & CAR RENTAL 
We brought our tent and used this in Goksu Delta, Selale Waterfalls, Gelinkaya, Khata 
and Akseki. The last days in Antalya were spent in a pre-booked hotel ‘Blue Sea Garden’ 
in Antalya, old town (www.blueseagarden.com).  
They also arranged our rental car. We paid € 750,00 in total for 4 nights in the hotel and 
car hire from june 28 untill july 22. If you rent a car you must know that petrol is very 
expensive here. We didn’t anticipate this and it was a big cut in our budget. We paid an 
average of 3,10 TL per liter fuel! This is € 1,55/liter which at the time was more 
expensive than in Belgium! LPG and Diesel were cheaper but I think LPG is not available 
everywhere and I didn’t check the exact price of Diesel. 
 
DRIVING 
The roads were generally good to very good. The new highway between Adana and 
Gaziantep is a tool-road but very cheap. Speed limits are 120km/hr on highways, 90 
km/hr outside villages and 50 km/hr inside villages.  
 
FOOD & HEALTH 
Turkey is notorious for its stomach illnesses with foreign visitors. You almost can’t visit 
Turkey without being sick for 1 or 2 days. The best precautions are: don’t eat anything 
that could have been in contact with water like fresh vegetables and fruits. Don’t drink 
tab-water and if you order water in a restaurant check if the bottle is new and haven’t 
been opened yet. During the day, wash your hands regularly especially after contact with 
locals or when handling money. 
Our European stomachs or not used to Turkish bacteria.  
I didn’t take precautions too serious and ate almost anything including salads and got 
sick once (missed Grey-necked Bunting by this!)  
  
DANGERS & ANNOYANCES 
We didn’t come into any dangerous situations. We were warned several times for 
Anatolian sheep dogs which can be very agressive. We did encounter them at Nemrut 
Dagi Tatvan. They looked vicious as they are rather big dogs with spiky necklaces made 
from leather and nails to protect them against wolve-bites! The car was rather far away 
when they walked the trail I was on. I tried to circle them but this didn’t work. For safety 
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I picked some rocks from the ground but they kept their distance and I could continue 
birding.   
Another pain in the east are the regular military checkpoints. Here you must always show 
your passport and sometimes you are asked to fill in some questions. Don’t stop near 
military facilities and put your bins up on an eagle like I once did. Immediately a military 
truck stopped behind us and we had a lot to explain, and the eagle…he was gone 
undetermined! 
 
WEATHER 
We had sun the entire trip. In general, temperatures got from 30 – 40°C. In Birecik we 
had 45+°C and in Antalya the last few days 40+°C with high humidity resulting in lots of 
sweat! The temperature in Sivrikaya was not so high (10-20°C) and in the morning we 
needed our coats! 
 
 

DAY REPORT 
 

Wednesday 28-06-2006 
Weather: nice, open sunny weather in Antalya and Akseki 
Costs: TL 120 fuel an TL 32,5 for restaurant and small things 
Night: Hotel ‘Star’ Akseki TL 30 incl. breakfast, not bad but not very hygenic 
We took a morning flight from Amsterdam to Antalya. During our flight there was an old 
lady getting problems with her heart. By this we were forced to take an emergency 
landing in Istanbul. We landed over one hour too late in Antalya where we were met with 
somebody from the hotel which we booked in advance. The hotel in Antalya was pre-
booked for our 4 last nights in Turkey. They also provided us with a rental car for the 
entire period. 
 
Thursday 29-06-2006 
Weather: nice, open sunny weather 
Costs: TL 30 hotel, TL 9 supermarket, TL 90 fuel 
Night: slept in our tent for free next to the road, not recommendable because it was very hot at 
night 
Birded the ‘New Site’ (Gosney )in the morning (6.00-9.00h). This is definitely the best 
site for Krupers Nuthatch and you may have a good chance on White-backed 
Woodpecker (subsp. Lilfordi). Other good birds here were Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, 
Sombre Tit, Wood Lark, Masked Shrike… 
Later in the morning (11.00-12.15h) we birded the ‘Walled Plantation’ (Gosney) which is 
a good place to spot Ruppels Warbler. We saw one fine male and a female/1st winter bird. 
There were also good numbers of Eastern Orphean Warblers around. 
Drive to the Goksu Delta (12.30-19.45h) 
Short birding Goksu Delta (20.00-20.30h) produced 2 Black Francolins running across 
the road. 
 
Friday 30-06-2006 
Weather: hot, sunny weather 
Costs:  TL 95 fuel, TL 2 strawberries, TL 4,5 toll highway 
Night:  slept in our tent in the garden of the tourist information house in Isiklé, price was whatever 
 we’d like to give! 
In the morning we birded the Goksu Delta (5.30-10.00h) and had good views of Black 
Francolin. One bird walked on the road and stayed in front of the car for 2 minutes. We 
drove almost completely around the lake. The lake didn’t hold many birds!  
Later in the morning we drove to Durnalik (10.30-16.30h). You can drive over the new 
highway which is very convenient. Here you have to pay toll but this is very cheap. In 
Durnalik we visited the Durnalik Valley shortly and looked for a place to camp which we 
found in Isiklé, at the Tourist Information House (well signposted from the main road). 
The owner, Imam, welcomed us and we could camp in his garden.  
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In the evening a little time was spent birding on the eastern side of Isiklé, coming from 
the main road before town on the left. Best birds here were White-throated Robin and a 
juvenile Cretzschmar’s Bunting. Kurdish Wheatear was not seen.  
 
Saturday 01-07-2006 
Weather: In Durnalik warm but the breeze was refreshing, in Birecik very hot and sunny 45°+C 
Costs:   TL 10 camping, TL 95 fuel, TL 20 fix tire (too much!), TL 90 hotel, TL 14,35 Burger King, TL  
 49,5 supermarket 
Night:  Hotel ‘Mirkelan’ TL 45, nice hotel with air-conditioning (a must in Birecik!) 
In the morning we birded the Durnalik Valley (06.00-11.00h). A beautiful valley and a 
nice walk up the valley to the higher grounds. Best birds here were a Desert Finch, a 
juvenile Cinereous Bunting, Eastern Rock Nuthatch (quiet common on the highest ridges, 
on the lower slopes also Rock Nuthatches so be carefull), Rufous-tailed Scrub Robin… 
At midday we drove to Birecik and checked in at the ‘Mirkelam-hotel’. It was very hot 
and the air conditioning in the hotel is indispensable in the afternoon and at night. 
Our plan was to stay 3 days in Birecik to see most of the specialties and to give Iraq 
Babbler a try. In may 2006 a Celtic Bird Tour found a pair of Iraq Babblers with young 
along the Eufrate near the border with Syria. I could not find the exact location of this 
observation but decided to give it a try searching for these birds.  
We spent the evening birding along the Eufrate in Birecik. We found a nice area of pools 
and reeds on the southern side of Birecik along the Eufrate near some gravel works were 
we immediately saw 5 Pied Kingfishers, Pygmy Cormorants, Great Reed Warbler etc. 
 
Sunday 02-07-2006 
Weather: extremely hot 45+°C 
Costs: TL 23 food (restaurant Sahil – not to bad) 
Night:  Hotel Mirkelam (see 01/07) 
In the morning temperatures were still high but you could move around. On the cliffs in 
Birecik, well before the Wadi-entrance, we saw a Peregrine Falcon and at least 10 Little 
Swifts. We birded the main Wadi near the WWF-Bald Ibis project (5.30-8.00h). This was 
rather disappointing with few birds seen. Our target bird, the Seesee Partridge was 
spotted and we got 2 birds in the scope. These are really shy birds and will fly away quiet 
some distance. 
After the Wadi we drove further in the direction of Halfeti but going straight on keeping 
left. We passed some long fences and next to the road we spotted 2 Desert Finches. We 
turned the car and went towards the electrical Substation and Orchards (Gosney). By 
midday it was to hot to run around and we returned to our hotel for a midday rest. 
Late afternoon we visited the gravelworks with its ponds and reeds behind hotel Mirkelam 
but this proved not so productive. We decided to set off and explore the eastern side of 
Birecik. Along a road Southeast of Birecik we found a party of 5 juvenile Pale Rock 
Sparrows and also 1 CREAM-COLOURED COURSER!  
The well known Tea Gardens in Birecik produced in the evening only a European Scops 
Owl. 
 
Monday 03-07-2006 
Weather: extremely hot 45+°C, in the afternoon we had a serious short rain-, wind- and 
sandstorm. 
Costs:  TL 25 boatride Halfeti, TL 45 extra night hotel, TL 27,5 food and extra’s 
Night:  Hotel Mirkelam (see 01/07) 
We set of early morning to do some serious birding along the Eufrate to look for the 
Babblers. We first tried the gravel works and reeds south of Birecik along the river 
Eufrate. We saw a lot of birds with 3 Pied Kingfishers, Pygmy Cormorants, Gracefull 
Warbler, Ménétries Warbler… No luck with the Babblers. 
We decided to go to Halfeti. Birding was slow around midday and along the road to 
Halfeti. In Halfeti we decided to take a boat trip to a Roman ruin town. I thought we 
would glimps some birds of prey this way but the only raptor seen was a Kestrel. The 
ruins of the Roman city were nice. There were 20+ Little Swifts circling the ruins. Also 
Blue Rock-thrush, Little Owl and Red-rumped Swallow were seen. 
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In the evening we drove to the higher parts of Birecik and came on some plateaus which 
turned out to be the plateaus of the main wadi. Maybe we could spot Desert Lark? I 
walked the plateau for 1,5 hours but found very few birds. Only a group of 79 Northern 
Bald Ibisses was a good sighting. If they only wood be genuine wild birds! 
 
Tuesday 04-07-2006 
Weather: again extremely hot 45+°C 
Costs:  TL 180 fuel, TL 6 shave, TL 40 hotel, TL 23,5 food and drinks  
Night: Hotel ‘Alize‘ in Tatvan, TL 40, nice and clean hotel. 
In the morning I again visited the gravelworks behind Hotel Mirkelam in thought that this 
might be the place were Iraq Babbler could be but again few birds were moving around. I 
was thinking and was pretending to be a birdguide with a group. Where should I go to 
show people some birds. The first place that came in mind was the gravelwork area and 
reeds south of Birecik along the Eufrate because this place was teeming with birds. I 
hurried myself again to that spot because it was still morning and if there were Babblers 
present they would be visible when they flew around in the reeds. My hopes were not 
high as this was our last morning in Birecik and I already checked this area well 
yesterday morning. I entered the area and took a short dead-end track to the right 
where I passed yesterday as I took the left track. 50 meter further a bird was spotted 
high in the reeds, longish tail, sandy brown overall, rather thick bit decurved bill… My 
legs were shaking…I just saw a Iraq Babbler. I could not believe it…it was a bit distant so 
I tried to get closer. 2 birds popped up, now I had great views of 2 Iraq Babblers!!! I 
hurried back to my car because my girlfriend was still asleep in the hotel. This was a bird 
she could not miss. I knocked the door and shouted ‘I’ve got him!’. The door opened and 
I almost dragged her naked in the hall saying that she must come at once. Half hour 
later we saw at least three birds. They were very flighty. I was thrilled and angry at once 
because my Canon 300mm was in repair and was not finished just before I left. I brought 
it in 4 weeks before and still nothing (in fact after I returned from Turkey 4 weeks later, 
the lens was still not fixed, a big blame on Canon service!). This was a very good 
opportunity to photograph a very difficult species to get and I was standing there with 
my Canon 350D and standard lens! 
After I was relaxed again we returned to the hotel to pick up our stuff and leave for 
Tatvan. Along the way there was a stake-out for Blue-cheeked Bee-eater near Estafirulla. 
We saw at least 3 birds here. 
At this time I did not know that there were 2 different ‘Nemrut Dagi’s’. I thought Nemrut 
Dagi was near Tatvan, which was correct, but there is another Nemrut Dagi near Khata 
and this is very good for Kurdish and Finch’s Wheatear. Two birds on my want list and I 
thought to see these at Nemrut Dagi Tatvan. This was a big bummer as these are, so far 
as I know, normally not on the Nemrut Dagi near Tatvan.    
 
Wednesday 05-07-2006 
Weather: Hot and sunny but not so hot as in Birecik 
Costs:  TL 25 hotel, TL 11,25 food and drinks, TL 0,5 internet 
Night:  Hotel ‘Kahraman‘ in Van, TL 25, old hotel, not clean but just good enough    
In the morning we drove up the Nemrut Dagi volcano. There was some construction 
going on for some sort of a ski-lift. Also there was apparently a new road constructed. 
We first followed a small winding road which proved to be a bad choice as this was a 
dead end. We returned until we could continue following the newly made road. This was 
still gravel-road, not paved. The best birds en route to the top were Bimaculated Lark 
Siberian Stonechat (female), Short-toed Eagle, Armenian Gull and Rufous-tailed Rock-
thrush. We stopped at the ridge before you go down into the crater. Here we saw 2 
Radde’s Accentor and 2 Red-fronted Serins. A walk along the ridge produced a male 
Ortolan Bunting and Red-backed Shrike. 
We drove from Tatvan to Van seeing some Armenian Gulls on the way. 
When we arrived in Van we checked the Van Hills but this was non-productive and we 
didn’t see Grey-necked Bunting. At this time I was starting to feel ill and we checked in 
at our hotel. At night I was busy visiting the toilet. 
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Thursday 06-07-2006 
Weather: Nice sunny weather, hot 
Costs:  TL 20,5 supermarket, TL 2 drinks, TL 2 entrance fee Selale Waterfalls 
Night: camped for free at Selale Waterfalls 
I was still feeling not good in the morning so we slept a bit longer and skipped the Vann 
Hills. We got up at 9.30h! and set of for Muradiye where we made a short stop at the 
‘Bendimahi Marshes’. Best bird here is Citrine Wagtail of which we saw 2 juvenile birds. 
Other birds here where some waders like Ruff, Green-, Common- and Wood Sandpiper 
and also other marsh birds as Purple Heron, Little Egret, Grey Heron, Whiskered- and 
Gull-billed Tern … 
We made a stop at the ‘Selale Waterfalls’ to rest as I was still feeling ill. Here we saw a 
Dipper. 
Late afternoon we drove towards the ‘Serpmentas Lavafields’. Here we saw some 
Bimaculated- and Short-toed Larks, Eastern form of Black Redstart and Long-legged 
Buzzard. 3 Crimson-winged Finches were seen in the distance and Susanne managed to 
get views of a Mongolian Trumpeter Finch.  
In the evening we went back to the Selale Waterfalls to put up our tent. On the way we 
had to stop for a passport-check. 
 
Friday 07-07-2006 
Weather: Nice sunny wheather, at Isak Pasha a lot of wind  
Costs: TL 105 fuel, TL 6,7 supermarket 
Night: camped in a garden of local people next to the river in Gelinkaya 
The morning saw us again at the Serpmentas Lavafields. This time we were more lucky 
as we saw 9 Mongolian Trumpeter Finches and had nice scope views of them just next to 
the road. We saw again 3 Crimson-winged Finches and one of them could be seen in the 
scope. They were always very flighty. Other good birds here were a Hobby, 3 White-
winged Snowfinches and a calling Quail. 
We drove further towards Dogubayazit. Along the way we had one eagle soaring which 
turned out to be an adult Steppe Eagle! A bit further the brakes of the car were again 
tested as an adult Saker Falcon flew by. Fortunately he turned and flew again past us. 
At Isak Pasha Palace there was a lot of wind and I saw my chances of seeing Grey-
necked Bunting getting smaller. We walked a bit here but couldn’t find any. Other birds 
encountered were 10+ Alpine Swifts, Northern Wheatear, House- and Rock Sparrow. 
In the afternoon we continued towards Erzurum and while driving we spotted some Rose-
coloured Starlings flying by. We stopped and counted more than 400 Rose-coloured 
Starlings! Also while driving Common Tern and 3 Ruddy Shelduck. 
Early evening we arrived in Gelinkaya, I was still physically not 100%. We birded a bit 
along the road and saw a male and female Semi-collared Flycatcher, Golden Oriole and 
Common Whitethroat. Just before the river there is a small meadow with a small house 
next to the river. We asked the owners if we could put up our tent here, which we could. 
They invited us to eat something and to visit their house in town as this was there 
weekend-house.  
   
Saturday 08-07-2006 
Weather: cloudy but dry, later afternoon while driving towards Sivrikaya some rain. 
Costs:  TL 120 hotel, TL 25 dinner in hotel (not to fabulous) 
Night:  Hotel ‘Genesis‘ in Camlik, nice, modern and clean. The personnel is a bit off and not so  
 friendly but helpfull though. 
We birded the surroundings of our campground near the river at Gelinkaya and again 
saw a male and female Semi-collared Flycatcher. There were several Mountain Chifchaf 
singing and had good views of this warbler. Other birds encountered here were 
Nightingale, Peregrine, Cetti’s Warbler, Common Rosefinch… Susanne saw a juvenile 
Green Woodpecker. 
En route towards Sivrikaya we noted a male Ortolan Bunting, several Crag Martins, 
Yellow Wagtail and Northern Wheatear. 
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After we checked in at our hotel we went for a small walk along the road. Here we 
glimpsed a Greenish Warbler next to the river. Other good birds seen here were Common 
Raven, 2 Steppe Buzzards, Grey Wagtail and heard some Crossbills. 
 
Sunday 09-07-2006 
Weather: Open and sunny, afternoon a bit cold, cloudy and foggy. 
Costs:  TL50 guide Mustafah, TL3 tire fix (less than the TL20 that we had to pay in Birecik!),TL30  
 restaurant in Isikdere, TL1 bread 
Night:  Hotel ‘Genesis‘ in Camlik (see 08/07) 
Early morning by first light (5.00h) I drove to the graveyard where I parked my car and 
started walking up the mountain in the direction of the Summer Village. Near the 
Graveyard I already heard a Marsh Warbler singing. What I didn’t know was that there 
was a gravel-road going up to the Summer Village. I crossed this road but by then I was 
already to far away from the car so I headed on by foot and followed the gravel-road. 
There were lots of birds singing and flying around like Scarlet Rosefinch, Water Pipits, 
Corn Bunting, Twite, Linnet…  
After 2 hours I went of the road and started climbing. It was very steep. I came across 
some nice patches of Dwarf Rododendron but no sign of Caucasian Black Grouse. I 
crossed some snow coverings were I saw my only Alpine Accentor of the trip. I walked all 
the way to the Summer Village. Around midday I returned towards the village. Back at 
the car I saw that 1 tire was rather flat. It was still strong enough so I returned to the 
hotel to pick up Susanne and we drove to Isikdere to get the tire fixed. 
Later I went to the Teahouse in Sivrikaya to ask for Mustafah Sari because I dipped on 
the grouse this morning and was eager to see one so I thought the best way to go is with 
some assistance. Mustafah Sari is a local who knows where to find the Caucasian Black 
Grouse. The man in the Teahouse phoned Mustafah and he came down. Mustafah doesn’t 
speak English, I was lucky that there was a man in the teahouse who spoke german and 
he translated a bit for us. Mustafah asked first 100 TL to show us the grouse. I thought 
that this was rather expensive. Susanne said she didn’t want to go and he dropped his 
price to 50 TL. We agreed on that. Mustafah showed us a small trail that started behind 
the Mosque. Along this track he said there were Mountain Chiffchaffs so we set of. We 
didn’t find the Chiffchaffs but we did see and heard 3 Greenish Warblers singing. A 
Honeybuzzard also flew over. After this walk we returned to our hotel. 
  
Monday 10-07-2006 
Weather: In Sivrikaya mist and cloudy, up towards the ‘Summer Village’ open sunny sky! 
Costs: TL 35 hotel, TL 82 fuel, TL 19 food and drinks, TL 1 internet 
Night: Hotel ‘Has‘ in Tunceli TL 35, nice and clean hotel 
I got up at 4.00 h because I had to be at the Mosque in Sivrikaya at 4.30h to meet with 
Mustafah. We drove up to the Summer Village. Mustafah told me that it was not allowed 
to go up there and that the first gate (actually a chain) was normally closed, but not 
now. We drove further until we reached a gate which was closed but not locked. I think it 
was meant to keep the cows out the Summer Village meadows because they would be 
grazing here later in summer when most villagers (including Mustafah) moved up here. 
We scanned the slopes and remarkably came on the same sites I visited earlier. No sign 
of the grouse. We parked the car in the Summer Village and started walking along the 
slopes. We scanned more slopes in vain. Than we started climbing a steep slope and 
started trembling the Dwarf-rhododendron. Suddenly 2 males CAUCASIAN BLACK 
GROUSE flew up right before our feet. We could follow them flying over a ridge out of 
sight. Relief was on my side as I shaked hands with Mustafah. We continued and 50 
meters further we flushed a female! YES! We went a bit further and then returned to our 
car. Other birds encountered were lot’s of Water Pipits, a Ring Ouzel and a few Twite. I 
returned to the hotel, we packed our stuff and left for Nemrut Dagi near Khata because 
we missed that place stupidly when we came up from Birecik. Khata Nemrut Dagi is the 
best place in Turkey for Red-tailed Wheatear and this was a new (sub)species for me. We 
also had a good chance there for Finch’s Wheatear which was a new species for me and 
we dipped that one so far.  
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It was a long ride and we drove until we reached Tunceli. Here we checked in at hotel 
‘Has’. 
 
Tuesday 11-07-2006 
Weather: sunny and warm 
Costs:  TL 150 fuel, TL 10 campsite, 5,45 market 
Night: campsite in Kahta, TL 10, noisy and no clean toilet and showers! 
We slept until 09.00h because we had a long drive ahead. We had breakfast in the hotel 
which was very nice and left for Nemrut Dagi near Khata at 10.00h. We made a big 
detour to this place because we stupidly missed it as we were driving to Tatvan not 
knowing that there were 2 Nemrut Dagi’s!!! 
We drove towards Diarbakir and then further towards Siverek. We had a really old map 
and apparently due to the Attaturk Dam there were a lot of areas under water which 
were normally road on our map! It was a lot trouble to find the right roads. Be sure you 
have a up-to-date roadmap here! We were unable to find the shortest road towards 
Khata and ended up doing the complete round trip. We arrived in Khata around 19.00h, 
3 hours later than expected! We camped in the city of Khata. This was also not a good 
idea because there was a lot of rumour and dogs at night resulting in almost no sleep at 
all. It is much better as we saw later to camp or take a hotel further along the road 
towards Nemrut Dagi. Because this is a very touristic site there are quiet some small 
hotels and campgrounds on the way to the entrance. 
  
Wednesday 12-07-2006 
Weather: sunny and warm 
Costs:  TL 90 fuel, TL 50 hotel, TL 20 restaurant in Kayseri, TL 2 market 
Night: Hotel ‘Arcelik’ in Yesilhisar, 50 TL for 2 nights, very good hotel, cool, no air-conditioning 
 necessary and very friendly people.  
Because of the bad sleep we left at 4.00h continuing towards Nemrut Dagi (well 
signposted from the city of Khata). We arrived at a closed gate. This was very strange 
because there were a lot of tours going up the mountain to see the sunrise and by the 
time we arrived at the gate light was already coming up. We tried to lift the closed red-
white bar, Susanne lifted it just high enough so that we could drive under it with our car. 
This was only possible because we had a normal low clearance car (Renault Clio). We 
started to climb our way up. On the way up we already saw Cinereous Buntings and 
several Red-tailed(Kurdish) Wheatears. On the top itself we enjoyed the strange statues 
while observing tame White-winged Snowfinches. On the way back down we found at last 
2 males and a juvenile Finch’s Wheatear. 
We started to drive towards Malatya again with map problems. We asked the way 
towards Malatya several times and they directed us towards the village  after which there 
was a road towards Malatya. This was not on our map but we thought that again our map 
was the problem and there would be probably a new road. This seemed us the best 
solution instead of again drive completely around via Adiyaman towards Malatya. 
When we passed the first village the road was just a sand-track on which only one car 
could drive and real steep cliffs up on one side and down on the other. ‘My God’ where 
did we get ourselves into. At first I comforted myself with the thought that it would get 
better but it only got worse. We had a small bus driving in front of us and we followed it 
as the road sometimes juncted without signage. Suddenly the bus went to the side and 
let us pass. We passed but parked the car crossed over the road making the bus stop! 
We asked if we were still on the right road towards Malatya and the bus-driver showed 
me a small plate indicating that that was his end destination. I asked how many km’s 
and he said 70! Wow, we were until then only driving max 20 kmh so that would take 
more than 3 hours! I said I will follow him and he laughed. So we did and we continued 
the sandy small track. After an half hour the road improved slightly so that we could 
make 30-50 kmh. We got to paved road 2 hours and a lot of sweat later. From Malatiya 
we continued towards Kayseri where we had dinner and further to Yesilhisar were we 
booked a room for 2 nights in hotel ‘Arcelik’ 
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Thursday 13-07-2006 
Weather: sunny and warm 
Costs:  TL 3 breakfast, TL 22 parking and entrance underground city, TL 8,9 souvenirs, TL 9 lunch,  
 TL 9 dinner, TL 88 fuel, TL 4,7 market 
Night:  Hotel ‘Arcelik’ in Yesilhisar (see 12/07) 
Today was spent driving around in Cappadocia visiting the underground city of Derinkuyu             
and the rock-houses in Goreme. In Goreme we did a nice walk from the cemetery 
towards the open air museum. We saw our only Tree Sparrows of the trip here and had 
nice views of Lesser Gray Shrike. 
 
Friday 14-07-2006 
Weather: sunny and warm 
Costs:  TL 4 breakfast, TL 4 entrance Soganli, TL 0,4 internet, TL 6 shave, TL 10,4 food and drinks, 
TL  20 extra night hotel 
Night:  Hotel ‘Arcelik’ in Yesilhisar, 20 TL for an extra night. 
In the morning I drove towards the Sultan Marshes only to see that the once birdrich 
marshes have evolved to dry saltdeserts. Near the Pumping station there was a small 
canal with water were there were the only Reed Buntings of the trip. I thought that there 
still was a chance that these marshes could hold water after good rainfall but the way it 
looks now I think the glory is gone forever. While driving to the pumping station you 
could observe the Lesser Short-toed Larks very well. Back in the hotel we decided to 
book an extra night here, not for the birding because that’s not much of a trill here but 
Cappadocia has a lot of things to offer in a touristic way. 
The afternoon was again spent sightseeing in Cappadocia. We went to check out the 
rock-carved churches in Sohanli. 
 
Saturday 15-07-2006 
Weather: sunny and warm 
Costs: TL 11 restaurant, TL 3,6 drinks 
Night:  Hotel ‘Arcelik’ in Yesilhisar 
This morning we went to Yay Golu in search of Greater Sand Plovers but failed to find 
any! We did see Egyptian Vulture, Long-legged Buzzard, Snowy Plovers, Ruddy Shelduck, 
many  Lesser Short-toed Larks and Isabelline Wheatears. 
Back in the hotel we were invited to go to the summer Festival with the owners (Kemal, 
Hasan and Begir). This is a festival that celebrates the harvest of the abricots that grow 
here in large numbers in the region. We could stay for free in the hotel than. We took 
them up on their offer and spend another night here. The festival was amusing and we 
got a taste of the Turkish culture. 
 
Sunday 16-07-2006 
Weather: sunny and warm 
Costs:  TL 95 fuel, TL 0,5 internet, TL 26 restaurant in Akseki, TL 10 soup, TL 2 candy 
Night: camping along the road in Akseki 
In the morning we were invited by Kemal to come to his house and have breakfast. We 
had the nicest breakfast here and could see how Turkish people lived here. 
Later in the morning, around 10.00h we departed for Akseki. 
On the way near Nigde we stopped at a roadside lake which was formed by a man-made 
dam. Here we saw our only Flamingo’s and White-headed Ducks of the trip. 
We continued our journey and arrived in Akseki around 17.00h. We had diner in town 
and searched for a suitable camping spot because I wanted to see Cretzschmar’s Bunting 
in the morning. I only saw a juvenile bird in Isiklé and wanted to see an adult. 
  
Monday 17-07-2006 untill Saturday 22-07-2006 
Weather: hot and humid 
Costs:  a lot for souvenirs food and drinks ☺ 
Night:  Hotel ‘Blue Sea Garden’ Antalya 
I did some early morning birdwatching along the main entrance road towards Akseki and 
had great views of a male Cretzschmar’s Bunting. 
We continued towards Antalya. 
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Our last few days where spent relaxing and shopping in Antalya! This must be the first 
time that I came home relaxed and not tired and exhausted as usual from a birding trip! 
 
 

VISITED SITES 

 

AKSEKI 

 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Akseki lies approximately 150 km from Antalya. If coming from Antalya, drive towards 
Manavgat. 10 km’s past Manavgat turn left and from here follow the road 695. From the 
turnoff it is 65 km to Akseki. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT 
 
Akseki is a little town with only 2 hotels, a few shops, a handful restaurants and 2 
‘internet-cafés’. We stayed in hotel ‘Star’ which was not so clean but ok according to 
Turkish standards. The town is not nice to stay in. On our way back we bush-camped 
here just outside the village near 3 (see plan) 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
Akseki is THE place in Turkey to see Kruper’s Nuthatch. The best place to see them is to 
the north of Akseki (1 see plan). Here is also a reliable site for White-backed Woodpecker 
(ssp. Lilfordi). Other goodies to see here are Eastern Bonelli’s Warbler, Ruppell’s Warbler 
and Cretzschmar’s Bunting. These species are difficult in other area’s in Eastern Turkey. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
1. This is the best site for Kruper’s Nuthatch. To reach this site you need tor drive 
north from Akseki (road 695 towards Seydisehir) for about 15 km’s until there is a turn-
off with a drinking site on your right. Keep left here and drive a further 3 km, you will 
pass a sign that warns you of forest fires. A bit further there is a small road to your left 
where you can park easily and that’s where we already saw the Nuthatch. The site is also 
known for it’s White-backed Woodpeckers but we failed to see any. 
 
2. This site is called in Gosney ‘The Walled Plantation’ and is good for Ruppel’s 
Warbler and Eastern Orphean Warbler. The site is reached by coming from Akseki village, 
turn left towards Manavgat and then after 300 meter turn right (at restaurant ‘Toros’). 
Folow this road for approx. 1 km and you will see on your left a small stand alone forest 
(not coniferous!) surrounded by a low wall. 
 
3. This site is halfway between the junction and Akseki village. We just walked 
around here and found it a good site for Cretzschmar’s Bunting which eluded us on other 
sites!   
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GOKSU DELTA 

 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
You reach the Goksu Delta from the city of Tasucu which lies 11 km west of the city 
Silifke along road 400. Just past the town of Tasucu you will see a factory on your right. 
Just next to the factory you can turn right and that roads runs parallel with a small reed-
filled creek. Follow this until you reach a bridge over the creek which will leed you to a 
holiday village. Just past the bridge keep left follow thr road and after a few hundred 
meters it will turn right into the village. Keep on this road until after a few hundred 
meters you can turn right again which leads almost to the beach. Drive in this road and 
keep left at the end where you will see that the road widens in some sort of air strip. 
There is a gate here which sometimes is closed but when open you can drive through. 
This dirt track can seem sometimes a bit dodgy but when we were here it was ok for a 
normal car to drive halfway around the lake (see plan). 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT 
 
In the nearby town of Tasucu are some restaurants and also hotels but we didn’t check 
these as we bush-camped in the delta. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
The Goksu Delta is a very good area for wetland and reedbed species. It is one of the 
best places to see Black Francolins, Purple Gallinule and Spur-winged Plovers. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
1. This is a good place for Black Francolins early morning or in the evening. You’ll 
 have a chance seeing them all along the dirt track but the first 2-3 km are best.  
 
2. A watch tower from where we had Purple Gallinule and Glossy Ibis. Also good 
 place for reed-species like Bearded Reedling and Great Reed Warbler. 
 
3. Further down the dirt-track (see 1) is the best spot for Spur-winged Plover 
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DURNALIK 

 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Follow the E90 from Adana to Gazi Antep. Take exit 12 and take road 400 towards 
Yamacoba and Adana. I can’t remember if these were signposted here as Adana is a long 
way from here and Yamacoba is a very small town. If you follow this road you’ll pass a 
turnoff left to Isikli. A few km’s further there is a turnoff left to Durnalik. This is on the 
other side of some factory-site. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
In Isikli there is a so called ‘Tourist Information Centre’. This is not more than just a 
house where a very friendly guy Mr. Imam lives. He can offer you a campsite in his 
garden to pitch your tent. He is very friendly, speaks English and can give you some info 
on the roads. Costs for camping were what we wanted to give for it! For eating we 
brought our own food as the villages here are very small with limited shops. Best to get 
food along the way coming in from Adana or you can drive towards Gazi Antep for 
shopping. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
Durnalik is a good area for quiet some species like Cinereous Bunting, Desert Finch, 
Eastern Rock Nuthatch, Upcher’s Warbler and White-throated Robin. Red-tailed Wheatear 
and Pale Rock Sparrow are also seen here but I failed to find them. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
1. Good spot for Rufous-tailed Scrub-robin 
 
2. Rocky outcrops which produce several Eastern Rock Nuthatches 
 
3. Just along the road here we had a flighty Desert Finch and a first year Cinereous 
 Bunting 
 
4. This is an orchard area good for White-throated Robin 
 
5. There is a small drinking pool here just next to the road which attracted a lot of  
 birds. 
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BIRECIK 
 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Birecik can be reached from the west by going to Gazi Antep following the E90. Past Gazi 
Antep follow Nizip and further Birecik. Bircik lies approx. 63 km from Gazi Antep. From 
the east and northeast go to Sanli Urfa and follow the E90 towards Birecik – Gazi Antep. 
Birecik lies approx. 80 km from Sanli Urfa. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT 
 
Birecik is a rather small town, although bigger than for instance Akseki, with only a few 
hotels. The place where most birders, including us, stay is Hotel Mirkelam. Here they 
have air-conditioning in the room and for Birecik this is a must because it’s very hot here 
(45°+). In Birecik there are some small kebab-shops and also a few restaurants. We ate 
in restaurant ‘Sahil’ on the borders of the Eufrate, indeed a romantic setting.  
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
Birecik has quiet a few specialties. It was the last stronghold in Turkey for Waldrapp or 
Bald Ibis. Genuine Bald Ibis are extinct in Turkey. The birds that fly around in Birecik 
are results of a WWF introduction program. We saw a nice group of 79 birds flying over 
town. A pitty that you can’t count them as wild birds. In the past Birecik was pointed out 
as a good location where Iraq Babbler might turn up as the species was expanding it’s 
range in northern directions and was already found in Syria. May 2006, news reached us 
that an English bird tour had found Iraq Babbler in Turkey somewhere along the Eufrate 
at 10 km from the Syrian border. I thought that that had to be Birecik and concentrated 
my searching efforts accordingly. On our last morning in Birecik we found the birds along 
the bank of the Eufrate! 
Another goodie to get in Birecik is Pallid Scops Owl. These birds are rather easy to find 
in the Tea Gardens in town! They are hard to find during daytime and you may need 
some assistance from locals if time is running on you. 
Birecik is also the only known place in Turkey were you can find Cream-coloured 
Courser. 
The main Wadi near town and near the WWF-Bald Ibis-center holds Seesee Partridge. 
They can be seen running up the slopes when walking in the wadi. If this doesn’t work 
try to climb up and chances are high you’ll find them on the plateau. On the plateau is 
also a chance of finding Desert Lark. 
The best place to find Dead Sea Sparrow and Chestnut-shouldered Sparrow or -
Petronia is the Electrical Substation along the road towards Halfeti. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
1 and 4. Electrical Substation – This is the best site for Dead Sea Sparrow and 
 Chestnut-shouldered Petronia. The spot can be reached by driving north along the 
 Euphrate. Drive past the WWF-Bald Ibis site until you reach a small Petrol station. 
 Here there is a turnoff to the right towards Halfeti. Turn right here and after 1 km 
 you’ll find the electrical station on your right. You have to look very good as the 
 electrical station is completely hidden from sight by some trees and bushes. On 
 the opposite side is a dirt track to some orchards (site 4). These hold good 
 numbers of Rufous-tailed Bushchat. 
 
2. Past the junction towards Halfeti there are some orchards. Along the road here we 
 saw some Desert Finches. 
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3. The Wadi that starts at the WWF-Bald Ibis centre and Petrol station is the best site 
 in Birecik for the See-see Partridge. To see these birds you have to scan the 
 slopes of the wadi. If this doesn’t work try to climb up the towards the plateau. On 
 top of the ridges your chances are better to encounter this elusive species. 
 
5,6,9 and 11. A very nice view over the river Euphrate teeming with birds and good 
 change here for Pied Kingfisher and Pygmy Cormorant. To reach this side of 
 Birecik you have to turn right just past the bridge if coming from Hotel Mirkelam. 
 Go down and go right on the T-junction (left is not allowed). Go under the bridge 
 and keep left. Turn left after 200 meter and keep going left. You drive now along 
 the river Euphrate. After a few hundred meters you’ll reach a sort of roundabout, 
 keep immediately right here. After a few hundred meters you will see the Tea-
 gardens of your left side (11). Go past the Tea-gardens and drive further until you 
 can’t go any further. Turn left here and than right. You are now on a dirt track 
 that leads towards the banks of the Euphrate. Here we saw the bird of the trip, 
 Iraq Babbler (See plan Birecik-site Iraq Babbler). 
 
7 and 8 A good spot a few km’s outside Birecik where we saw Cream-coloured 
 Courser and Pale Rock Sparrow. If coming from hotel Mirkelam drive over the 
 bridge and further under the tunnel. From here follow the road for 2,8 km when 
 there is a road to the right. Turn right here and follow this road for 5,3 km. You 
 will see 2 hills on your left. Just next to the road here we saw some Pale Rock 
 Sparrows and on the hilltops we had 1 Cream Coloured Courser 
 
10 Steep cliffs along the Euphrate towards the WWF-Bald Ibis breeding centre. Here 
 we had Little Swift and Peregrine. 
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NEMRUT DAGI - TATVAN 
 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
If coming from Diyarbakir follow the E99/360 towards Tatvan. A few hundred meters 
before the turnoff to Tatvan (road  300) there is a small road to the left with a sign 
stating Mt. Nemrut. You will probably miss it but you know when your reach the junction. 
Just turn back then and look for the small road now on your right. It is nof far from a 
service station. This roads starts paved but changes in a small village to a dirt track. 
When we were there the were building a brand new ‘ski-lift’ and they were constructing a 
totally new road up the mountain.  
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
We stayed in Tatvan, a rather bigger city with a lot of hotels and shops. There are also 
several internet café’s. 
  
BEST SPECIES 
 
Nemrut Dagi is a good spot for Radde’s Accentor and Red-fronted Serin which we both 
saw here. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
We birded just along the road going up, stopping and walking bits. Just on the ridge 
when you go down we spent an hour and a half hanging around here and found 2 Raddes 
Accentors and a few Red-fronted Serins. 
 
 
VAN-DOGUBAYAZIT 
 
 
1. VAN HILLS 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Follow the road 300 from Tatvan to Van. When you’ve passed Van keep on following road 
300 that turns right towards Ozalp. Follow this road past a reservoir until you reach a 
quarry some 8 km’s from the junction. See map in Gosney for more details. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
There are quiet a few hotels in Van and lot’s of places to eat and shop. I got sick here 
and due to this we dipped on Grey-necked Bunting. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
The area around the quarry, on the hilly slopes holds Grey-necked Bunting, Finch’s 
Wheatear and Crimson-winged Finch.  
 
2. BENDIMAHI MARSHES 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Drive from Van towards Muradiye following road 975. When you reach the junction 
towards Muradiye keep following Ercis. You will soon reach a bridge with some nice reed-
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fringed water. This is a good place to stop and explore the surroundings as there is 
always something to see here. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
We camped at the Selale Waterfalls. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
A good site for wetland birds, waders and reed-birds. We wound a few ‘werae’ Citrine 
Wagtails here near the bridge. Check Gosney for moer detailed info over other spots 
nearby. 
 
3. SELALE WATERFALL 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Take the junction towards Muradiye and Dogubayazit, road E99/975. Just past Muradiye 
you will see a sign towards Selale Waterfalls on your left. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
We camped at the Selale Waterfalls and you can also eat here or buy small things like 
softdrinks etc. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
No specialties here but it was a good stop to explore the Serpmentas lavafields. Best bird 
at the waterfalls was Dipper. 
 
4. SERPMENTAS LAVAFIELDS 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
Keep on going road E99/975 towards Dogubayazit until you reach the village of Caldiran. 
In this village there is a road to the left, just befor some army barracks. There is a sign 
here ‘Serpmentas 7 km’. Follow this road for approx. 5,5 km until you reach strange 
blackish lavafields.  
  
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
We camped at the Selale Waterfalls. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
Best birds here are Mongolian Trumpeter Finches and Crimson-winged Finches. We 
eventually found both species just along the road in the middle of the lavafield. It took us 
an evening and one long morning visit to get decent views of both species. Some birders 
have them within five minutes!  
 
5. DOGUBAYAZIT – ISAKH PALACE 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
When coming in to Dogubayazit the Isakh Palace is well signposted on your right. Follow 
the signs up. 
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PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
Dogubayazit is a bigger town with hotels and shops. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
Best species to come here for are Grey-necked Bunting and Mongolian Trumpeter Finch. 
My stomach still was not ok and there for we didn’t spend to much time here resulting a 
miss for Grey-necked Bunting! 
 
 
GELINKAYA - SIVRIKAYA 
 
 
1. GELINKAYA 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
From Dogubayazit follow the E80/100 towards Erzurum. From Erzurum keep on the 
E80/100 towards Erzincan. Keep on going until you pass the village Ilica. Stay on the 
E80/100 for another 8 km’s when you will see a turnoff on your right to Gelinkaya. Turn 
right here on the 925. From the junction it’s 10 km to the village of Gelinkaya. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
We camped here just right before the bridge over the river. This was private land but the 
owners were there and we asked permission which was given with a smile, a cup of tea, 
homemade bread and cheese. Turkish people are so friendly. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
Gelinkaya is THE place for Mountain Chiffchaff and Semi-collared Flycatcher. We found 
both species in the morning around the bridge with ease. The day before late afternoon 
the Mountain Chiffchaff eluded us but in the morning there were several singing. We saw 
at least three different birds. We also had several Semi-collared Flycatchers 
  
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
The best area is just around the bridge over the small river. 
 
2. SIVRIKAYA 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
From Gelinkaya keep on following road 950 towards Ispir and Rize. You’ll have beautiful 
scenery on the way. When getting to Ispir, don’t turn right to the village itself but 
continue on the 950 towards Rize. Sivrikaya is a further 40 km from here. You will drive 
over the high pass of Ovitdagi (2600 mts). The area of Sivrikaya is well described in 
Gosney. 
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT  
 
We stayed in hotel Genesis in the next village of Camlik. This was a nice hotel to Turkish 
standards and contrary other reports the staff was friendly but a bit distant. The food in 
the hotel was not so good and it’s maybe better to drive a bit further (15 km) towards 
Ikizdere. This is a bigger village with shops and restaurants. 
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BEST SPECIES 
 
This is THE spot in Turkey for Caucasian Black Grouse. These are easy to get late spring 
but summer is a hard time to get them. Another bird that can be seen here but is also 
very hard in summer is Caspian Snowcock. The ‘nitidus’ subspecies of Greenish Warbler 
is also to see in Sivrikaya. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
Trail behind the Mosque in Sivrikaya 
The best area for the Greenish Warbler is the forest along the stream that runs along 
Sivrikaya. Just behind the Mosque there runs a small trail over the river along the forest 
on the opposite side of the river. Here we had a few ‘nitidus’ Greenish Warblers. This is 
normally also a good spot for Mountain Chiffchaff but we failed to see any. 
Road to the Summer village 
Caucasian Black Grouse are hard to find in summer. I made a long walk starting at the 
cemetery all the way up until I reached the ‘Summer village’ (see Gosney). Along the 
way at the upper end I checked the Dwarf Rhododendron patches looking for the Grouse 
as they are always near this vegetation. I didn’t succeeded! 
In the tea-house just before the tunnel in Sivrikaya I asked for Mustafah. He can be 
contacted also on tel. 3644768036. He took me up to the Summer Village again. This 
time we really tramped through the Dwarf-Rhododendron scrub. It took a while but we 
eventually flushed a few Caucasian Black Grouse! If you come from Camlik pass under 
the tunnel in Sivrikaya and drive pass the cemetery. A few hundred meter further you’ll 
see a dirt-track starting on your left. After 50 mts there is a chain which is loose most of 
the time. I think it’s best to walk up although it is a long walk (2 hours). It is possible to 
drive at least a long way up until a cow-gate which is closed but can be opened. 
According to Mustafah you are not allowed to drive up here and he says that police can 
keep an eye. I think he’s protecting his business a bit. But for the least problems I think 
it’s best to walk up. When I walked up I left my car at the cemetery and upon returning 
my tyre was running flat. There was a puncture with a brand new nail in my tyre and I 
suspect that this was done on purpose?!  
 
 
NEMRUT DAGI - KHATA 
 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
If coming from Birecik drive to Sanli Urfa and take the 885 which later becomes the 
E99/360 towards Diyarbakir. After 12 kms go left towards Bozova and further towards 
Adiyaman. Continue to the village of Kahta. From Kahta drive towards Narince. Along the 
way you will see Nemrut Dagi well signposted. We took the entrance from Narince but 
there was a newly constructed gate which was closed when we arrived in the morning! It 
only opened at 9.00 am or so! We lifted the gate-pole as much as we could and our car 
luckily could pass just underneath it so we could continue our way up. When we arrived 
on top there were already tour-busses there to see the sunrise so there must be another 
way up as well which we didn’t find.    
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT 
 
We camped on a campsite in Khata were there are good shops available. It is possible 
though to stay closer to the entrance where there are several small hotels along the way.  
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BEST SPECIES 
 
The best species to get here is Red-tailed and Finsch Wheatears and Cinereous Buntings. 
We had no problems to find Red-tailed Wheatears and Cinereous Buntings. We only 
encountered Finch Wheatears once in going down. 
 
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
We just birded along the road up by stopping several times making short strolls. The 
summit was good for Snowfinches, Shorelarks … 
 
 
SULTAN MARSHES 
 
HOW TO GET THERE 
 
The base-town for exploring the Sultan Marshes is Yesilhisar. This lies east of Cappadocia 
anlog road 805 from Kayseri towards Nigde.  
 
PLACES TO STAY AND EAT 
 
Yesilhisar has a nice hotel and a few restaurants. It’s a perfect base to explore Sultan 
Marshes and the rest of Cappadocia if you want to do a bit of tourist activities. 
 
BEST SPECIES 
 
I went here to look for the ‘columbinus’ subspecies of Greater Sand Plover but failed to 
see any. Lesser Short-toed Lark were numerous on the sand-salt flats. 
  
PLACES TO BIRD 
 
Birding places are described well in Gosney but mentioned species are almost all gone. 
Another spot I tried for Greater Sand Plover was a place called ‘Dortyol’ which is a huge 
saltflat just next to the road on your right if you drive from Yesilhisar back towards 
Kayseri. There is a turnoff to the right towards Soysali and Develi. From the turnoff you’l 
pass a small canal. I parked the car here and explored the vast area to the north.  
 
 

DETAILED SPECIES LIST 
 
Species-list and sequence according to Clements 
 
1. Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis  
01/07 Birecik – few birds on the river Eufrate 
03/07 Birecik – few birds on the river Eufrate 
16/07 Nigde - 10+ birds seen on the man-made lake just next to the road 
 
2. Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 5 birds 
03/07 Halfeti – 2 birds from boat 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 1 bird 
 
3. Pygmy Cormorant Phalacrocorax pygmaeus Near-threatened (NT)  
01/07 Birecik – 2 birds along the river Eufrate 
02/07 Birecik – 10+ birds along the river Eufrate 
03/07 Birecik – 10+ birds along the river Eufrate 
04/07 Birecik – 10+ birds along the river Eufrate 
07/07 Erzurum – 3 birds along the road somewhere 
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4. Gray Heron Ardea cinerea  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 2 birds 
10/07 Tunseli – 1 bird seen en route 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird at Sultan Marshes 
 
5. Purple Heron Ardea purpurea  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 5+ birds 
03/07 Birecik – 2 birds 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 3 birds 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 10+ birds at Sultan Marshes 
 
6. Great Egret Ardea alba  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird at Sultan Marshes 
 
7. Little Egret Egretta garzetta  
01/07 Birecik – 1 bird 
02/07 Birecik – 5+ birds 
03/07 Birecik – 10+ birds 
05/07 Tatvan – 1 bird en route 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 1 bird 
 
8. Squacco Heron Ardeola ralloides  
03/07 Birecik – 10+ birds 
04/07 Birecik – few birds 
 
9. Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis  
03/07 Birecik – 2 birds 
04/07 Birecik – 1 bird 
 
10. Black-crowned Night-Heron Nycticorax nycticorax  
10+ birds seen daily in the Goksu Delta and Birecik 
 
11. Little Bittern Ixobrychus minutus  
03/07 Birecik – 1 male seen 
 
12. White Stork Ciconia ciconia  
Few birds seen at most sites with max. 25 birds in the Goksu Delta 
 
13. Waldrapp Geronticus eremita Critically endangered (CR)  
Birecik is the only site where this species can be observed. All birds originate from the 
reintroduction program so could not be counted as genuine wild birds. 
02/07 Birecik – 19 birds flying over the river Eufrate 
03/07 Birecik – 79 birds flying over town 
04/07 Birecik – 7 birds roosting on a electricity pylon behind hotel Mirkelam 
 
14. Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds seen 
05/07 Tatvan – 1 bird seen en route 
 
15. Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 1 bird seen 
 
16. Greater Flamingo Phoenicopterus roseus  
16/07 Nigde - 100+ birds seen on the man-made lake just next to the road 
 
17. Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea  
30/06 Goksu Delta – a pair with 5 juveniles 
07/07 Erzurum – 3 birds seen en route flying by 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird at Sultan Marshes 
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18. Mallard Anas platyrhynchos  
03/07 Birecik – 5 birds 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – female with juveniles 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 5 birds at Sultan Marshes 
 
19. Garganey Anas querquedula  
01/07 Birecik – 5+ birds seen on river Eufrate 
02/07 Birecik – 3 birds seen on river Eufrate 
03/07 Birecik – 3 birds seen on river Eufrate 
15/07 Yesilhisar – One female on a lake along the road from Yesilhisar to Sohanli 
 
20. Ferruginous Pochard Aythya nyroca Near-threatened (NT)  
01/07 Birecik – 5+ birds on the river Eufrate 
02/07 Birecik – 1 male on the river Eufrate 
03/07 Birecik – 5+ birds on the river Eufrate 
 
21. White-headed Duck Oxyura leucocephala Endangered (EN)  
16/07  Nigde - 7 birds on the man-made lake just next to the road 
 
22. European Honey-buzzard Pernis apivorus  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird flying over 
 
23. Black Kite Milvus migrans  
08/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird seen en route from Gelinkaya to Sivrikaya 
10/07 Tunceli – 1 bird seen en route from Sivrikaya to Tunceli 
 
24. Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus  
14/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird seen along the road from Yesilhisar to Nigde just outside Yesilhisar 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird seen near Yay Golu 
 
25. Short-toed Eagle Circaetus gallicus  
05/07 Nemrut Dagi Tatvan – 1 bird seen on our way up 
 
26. Western Marsh-Harrier Circus aeruginosus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 5+ birds seen 
05/07 Tatvan – 1 bird seen along the way 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 1 bird seen 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird seen at the Sultan Marshes 
  
27. Eurasian Buzzard Buteo buteo vulpinus  
07/07 2 birds en route 
08/07 Sivrikaya – 2 birds seen near our hotel 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird seen near the Summer Village 
 
28. Long-legged Buzzard Buteo rufinus  
During our trip 1-2 birds seen at most visited sites 
 
29. Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis orientalis  
07/07 1 adult bird seen near the Iranian Border en route from Serpmentas to Dogubayazit 
 
30. Eurasian Kestrel Falco tinnunculus  
Low numbers seen throughout the trip at most sites 
 
31. Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo  
10/07 Serpmentas – 1 bird seen near the Lavafields 
 
32. Saker Falcon Falco cherrug Endangered (EN)  
07/07 1 adult bird seen near the Iranian Border en route from Serpmentas to Dogubayazit 
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33. Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus brookei  
02/07 Birecik – 1 adult on the cliffs just outside town 
03/07 Birecik – 1 adult seen on some cliffs during our drive following the river Eufrate 
08/07 Gelinkaya – 1 bird seen 
 
34. Caucasian Grouse Tetrao mlokosiewiczi Data deficient (DD)  
10/07 Sivrikaya – 2 males and 1 female flushed 
 
35. See-see Partridge Ammoperdix griseogularis  
02/07 Birecik – 1+2 birds seen at the main wadi 
 
36. Black Francolin Francolinus francolinus  
29/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds seen flying 
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds seen well and 2 more heard 
 
37. Common Quail Coturnix coturnix  
05/07 Nemrut Dagi Tatvan – 2 birds heard  
07/07 Serpmentas – 1 bird heard near the lavafields 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird heard near the Summer Village (very high for Quail!) 
10/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird heard near the Summer Village 
 
38. Purple Swamphen Porphyrio porphyrio caspius  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 10+ birds seen 
 
39. Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus  
Seen in small numbers at the Goksu Delta and Birecik 
 
40. Eurasian Coot Fulica atra  
Birecik - Common on the Eufrate 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 10+ birds 
16/07 Nigde – 50+ birds on the man-made lake just next to the road 
 
41. Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 10+ birds 
03/07 Birecik – 4 birds 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 100+ birds 
 
42. Cream-colored Courser Cursorius cursor 
02/07 Birecik – 1 bird NE of Birecik along the road to Bozdere 
  
43. Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 20+ birds 
 
44. Spur-winged Plover Vanellus spinosus 
30/06 Goksu  Delta – 10+ birds seen 
  
45. Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 1 bird seen 
 
46. Snowy Plover Charadrius alexandrinus  
29/06 Goksu Delta – 1 bird seen 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 5 birds seen near Yay Golu 
 
47. Common Redshank Tringa totanus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – heard 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 10+ birds 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 1 juvenile bird at Sultan Marshes 
 
48. Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia  
30/06 Goksu Delta – heard 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird at Sultan Marshes 
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49. Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus  
01/07 Birecik – 5+ birds along the river Eufrate 
03/07 Birecik – 3 birds along the river Eufrate 
 
50. Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola  
14/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 5+ birds 
 
51. Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  
03/07 Birecik – 3 birds along the river Eufrate 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – heard 
 
52. Ruff Philomachus pugnax  
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 10+ birds 
 
53. Armenian Gull Larus armenicus 
Common in the area of Van and Tatvan 
11/07 50+ birds en route from Tunceli to Nemrut Dagi Khata 
  
54. Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis  
29/06 10+ birds seen en route from Akseki to the Goksu Delta 
 
55. Gull-billed Tern Sterna nilotica  
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 6 birds 
 
56. Common Tern Sterna hirundo  
07/07 2 birds seen en route from Dogubayazit to Erzurum 
 
57. Little Tern Sterna albifrons  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 3 birds seen 
03/07 Birecik – 5 birds seen flying over the river Eufrate  
 
58. Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybridus 
30/06 Goksu Delta – 1 bird seen 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 5+ birds seen 
07/07  1 bird seen en route from Dogubayazit to Erzurum 
11/07 2 birds en route from Tunceli to Nemrut Dagi Khata 
 
59. White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 3 birds seen 
03/07 Birecik – 7 birds seen flying over the river Eufrate 
 
60. Rock Pigeon Columba livia  
Feral birds seen all over Turkey 
06/07 Selale Waterfalls – 2 birds looking like genuine Rock Pigeons 
 
61. Common Wood-Pigeon Columba palumbus  
Birecik – 1 or 2 birds seen daily 
10/07 3 birds seen en route from Sivrikaya to Tunceli 
 
62. Eurasian Turtle-Dove Streptopelia turtur  
Small numbers (1-2) seen daily 
 
63. Eurasian Collared-Dove Streptopelia decaocto  
Common throughout 
 
64. Laughing Dove Streptopelia senegalensis  
Only seen in Antalya (good numbers) and Birecik (just one bird!) 
 
65. Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  
10/07 Gelinkaya – 1 bird seen flying over the road when passing there 
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66. Pallid Scops-Owl Otus brucei  
03/07 Birecik – 1 bird at the usual site in the Tea Garden, only seen in the evening, we didn’t find 

them in daylight. 
 
67. European Scops-Owl Otus scops  
02/07 Birecik – 1 bird in the Tea Garden 
03/07 Birecik – at least 1 bird in the Tea Garden 
 
68. Little Owl Athene noctua  
Few birds seen throughout the trip at various locations 
 
69. Alpine Swift Tachymarptis melba  
07/07 Dogubayazit – 10+ birds at Isak Pasha Palace 
13/07 Goreme – 3 birds 
 
70. Common Swift Apus apus  
Common throughout 
 
71. Little Swift Apus affinis  
01/07 Birecik – 10 birds seen on the cliffs just outside Birecik 
03/07 Halfeti – 10+ birds seen from the ruins of the Roman city ‘Rumkale’ 
 
72. Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis  
01/07 Birecik – 5 birds along the river Eufrate 
02/07  Birecik – 2 birds along the river Eufrate 
03/07  Birecik – 3 birds along the river Eufrate 
 
73. Blue-cheeked Bee-eater Merops persicus  
04/07 Estafirullah – 3 birds seen very well just next to the road 
 
74. European Bee-eater Merops apiaster  
Common throughout 
 
75. European Roller Coracias garrulus  
Commonly seen in small numbers throughout 
 
76. Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops  
Common throughout 
 
77. Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius  
29/06 Akseki – 2 birds seen at the walled Plantation 
 
78. Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 juvenile female seen 
  
79. Syrian Woodpecker Dendrocopos syriacus  
29/07 Akseki - 2 birds seen at the walled plantation 
01/07 Durnalik - 2 birds seen 
02/07 Birecik – 2 birds near the electricity substation were presumably this species 
 
80. Green Woodpecker Picus viridis  
08/07 Gelinkaya – 1 bird heard and 1 juvenile seen (only Susanne) 
 
81. Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra  
04/07 1 bird seen en route from Birecik to Tatvan 
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82. Bimaculated Lark Melanocorypha bimaculata  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 birds seen and several more heard on the way up to Nemrut Dagi 
06/07 Serpmentas – 1 bird seen and few more heard 
07/07 Serpmentas – 1 bird seen and few more heard 
 
83. Greater Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla brachydactyla  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds seen 
02/07 Birecik – 20+ birds NE of Birecik along the road to Bozdere 
03/07 Birecik – 2 birds seen 
06/07 Serpmentas – 2 birds seen 
 
84. Lesser Short-toed Lark Calandrella rufescens  
14/07 Yesilhisar – 20+ birds at Sultan Marshes 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 10+ birds near Yay Golu  
 
85. Crested Lark Galerida cristata  
Common during the trip 
 
86. Wood Lark Lullula arborea  
29/06 Akseki – 1 bird seen near the Gosney new site 
 
87. Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis  
05/07 Tatvan - commonly heard and seen along the way up to Nemrut Dagi 
09/07 Sivrikaya – several heard singing 
10/07 Sivrikaya – several heard singing 
 
88. Horned Lark Eremophila alpestris penicillata  
05/07 Tatvan – 10+ birds Nemrut Dagi 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 10+ birds 
12/07 Khata – 20+ birds seen Nemrut Dagi 
  
89. Bank Swallow Riparia riparia  
Fairly common during the trip 
 
90. Eurasian Crag-Martin Ptyonoprogne rupestris  
05/07 2 birds seen en route from Tatvan to Van 
08/07 Few birds seen en route from Gelinkaya to Sivrikaya 
10/07 Sivrikaya - 2 birds seen 
 
91. Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica  
Common during the trip 
 
92. Red-rumped Swallow Cecropis daurica  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds seen 
03/07 Halfeti – 1 bird seen 
04/07 Birecik – 1 bird seen 
 
93. House Martin Delichon urbica  
Common during the trip 
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94. White Wagtail Motacilla alba  
02/07 Birecik – 1 juvenile in the main wadi 
03/07 Birecik – 1 bird 
06/07 Selale Waterfalls – 4 birds 
08/07 Sivrikaya – 10+ birds 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 10+ birds 
10/07 Sivrikaya – 10+ birds 
11/07 few birds en route from Tunceli to Khata 
 
95. Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola werae  
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 2 juvenile birds 
 
96. Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava feldegg  
Small numbers seen at most sites 
 
97. Gray Wagtail Motacilla cinerea  
08/07 Sivrikaya – 6 birds along the river in front of the hotel 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird 
 
98. Tawny Pipit Anthus campestris  
05/07 Tatvan – 4 birds at Nemrut Dagi 
06/07 Serpmentas – 1 bird 
07/07 Serpmentas – 2 birds 
99. Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta coutelli  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 birds at Nemrut Dagi 
Common in Sivrikaya with 50+ birds on 09/07 
 
100. White-spectacled Bulbul Pycnonotus xanthopygos  
29/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds 
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds 
01/07 Durnalik – 3 birds 
Fairly common near Antalya 
 
101. Goldcrest Regulus regulus  
08/07 Sivrikaya – heard 
 
102. White-throated Dipper Cinclus cinclus  
06/07 Selale Waterfalls – 1 bird seen 
 
103. Winter Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  
Only heard in Sivrikaya 
 
104. Alpine Accentor Prunella collaris montana  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird near the Summer Village 
 
105. Radde's Accentor Prunella ocularis  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 birds at Nemrut Dagi 
 
106. Dunnock Prunella modularis  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 3 birds seen 
 
107. Rufous-tailed Rock-Thrush Monticola saxatilis  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 birds seen near Nemrut Dagi 
 Van – 1 male at the Van Hills 
12/07 Khata – 2 juveniles at Nemrut Dagi 
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108. Blue Rock-Thrush Monticola solitarius  
03/07 Halfeti – 1 bird seen from the boat 
12/07 Khata – 1 bird seen at Nemrut Dagi 
13/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird seen en route in Cappadocia 
 
109. Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus amicorum  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 4 birds seen near the Summer Camp 
10/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird seen near the Summer Camp 
  
110. Eurasian Blackbird Turdus merula  
29/06 Akseki – 3 birds 
07/07 Gelinkaya – 2 birds 
Few birds seen daily in Sivrikaya 
 
111. Song Thrush Turdus philomelos  
08/07 Sivikaya – 1 bird seen 
 
112. Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus  
29/06 Akseki – 3 birds seen 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird seen 
 
113. Graceful Prinia Prinia gracilis  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 10+ birds 
Fairly common near Birecik 
 
114. Cetti's Warbler Cettia cetti  
Only heard in Birecik and at Selale Waterfalls 
 
115. Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides  
30/07 Goksu Delta – only heard 
116. Eurasian Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus fuscus  
Few birds seen and heard in the Goksu Delta and near Birecik 
 
117. Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird singing near the graveyard 
 
118. Great Reed-Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus  
Few birds seen and heard in the Goksu Delta and near Birecik 
 
119. Eastern Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida eleica  
Common during the trip 
 
120. Upcher's Warbler Hippolais languida  
01/07 Durnalik – 5+ birds seen 
 
121. Mountain Chiffchaff Phylloscopus sindianus lorenzi  
08/07 Gelinkaya – at least 3 birds seen 
 
122. Eastern Bonelli's Warbler Phylloscopus orientalis  
29/06 Akseki – 2 birds seen at the ‘New site’ 
 
123. Greenish Warbler Phylloscopus trochiloides nitidus  
08/07 Sivrikaya – 1 bird at the river near the hotel 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 3 birds singing along the river near the village 
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124. Greater Whitethroat Sylvia communis  
07/07 Gelinkaya – 1 bird 
08/07 Gelinkaya – 2 birds 
 
125. Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca  
01/07 Durnalik – 20+ birds 
 
126. Eastern Orphean Warbler Sylvia crassirostris   
29/06 Akseki – 20+ birds near the ‘Walled Plantation’ 
 
127. Rueppell's Warbler Sylvia rueppelli  
29/06 Akseki – 1 nice male and 1 female/juvenile near the ‘Walled Plantation’ 
 
128. Menetries' Warbler Sylvia mystacea rubescens  
02/07 Birecik – 3 birds – 1 in the main wadi and 2 at the electrical substation 
03/07 Birecik – 3 birds along the banks of the river Eufrate 
04/07 Birecik – 2 birds along the banks of the river Eufrate 
 
129. Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  
29/06 Akseki – 2 birds at the ‘new site’ 
 
130. Semicollared Flycatcher Ficedula semitorquata  
07/07 Gelinkaya – One male and female near the river 
08/07 Gelinkaya – One male and 2 females near the river 
 
131. European Robin Erithacus rubecula  
Only heard and seen in Sivrikaya 
 
132. Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos  
04/07 Birecik – 1 bird heard 
08/07 Gelinkaya – 1 bird seen 
 
133. White-throated Robin Irania gutturalis  
30/06 Isiklé – 4 birds near the village 
01/07 Durnalik – 5+ birds 
   
134. Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin Cercotrichas galactotes syriacus  
01/07 Durnalik – 3 birds 
02/07 Birecik – 5+ birds at the orchards near the electrical substation 
03/07 Birecik – 5+ birds 
04/07 Birecik – 2 birds 
 
135. Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros ochruros and P.p.phoenicuroides  
06/07 Serpmentas – 5+ birds 
07/07 Serpmentas – 5+ birds 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 5+ birds 
10/07  Sivrikaya – 5+ birds 
13/07 Yesilhisar – 1 bird along the way 
14/07 Yesilhisar – few birds 
15/07 Yesilhisar – few birds 
 
136. Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus  
29/06 Akseki – 2 birds at the ‘new site’ 
 
137. Whinchat Saxicola rubetra  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 5+ birds 
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138. Siberian Stonechat Saxicola maura  
05/07 Tatvan – 1 juvenile along the road to Nemrut Dagi 
 
139. Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  
05/07 Tatvan – 20+ birds Nemrut Dagi 
07/07 Dogubayazit – few birds near Isak Pasha Palace 
08/07 Few birds en route from Gelinkaya to Sivrikaya 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 2 birds 
 
140. Finsch's Wheatear Oenanthe finschii  
12/07 Khata – 2 adult males and 1 juvenile on the road towards Nemrut Dagi 
 
141. Black-eared Wheatear Oenanthe hispanica melanoleuca  
Common during the trip 
 
142. Red-tailed Wheatear Oenanthe xanthoprymna  
12/07  Khata – 2 males, 2 females and 10+ juveniles along the road to Nemrut Dagi 
 
143. Isabelline Wheatear Oenanthe isabellina  
02/07 Birecik – 2 birds NE of Birecik along the road to Bozdere 
Common near Yesilhisar and Sultan Marshes 
 
144. Iraq Babbler Turdoides altirostris Near-endemic  
04/07 Birecik – 3 birds seen on the banks of the river Eufrate 
 
145. Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 2 birds 
06/07 Bendimahi Marshes – 1 bird 
 
146. Sombre Tit Poecile lugubris anatoliae  
29/06 Akseki – 10+ birds 
01/07 Durnalik – 10+ birds 
 
147. Coal Tit Periparus ater  
29/06 Akseki – 10+ birds 
09/07 Sivrikaya – several heard, 1 seen 
 
148. Great Tit Parus major  
29/06 Akseki – 5 birds seen 
06/07 Selale Waterfalls – 2 birds seen 
07/07 Gelinkaya – heard 
08/07 Gelinkaya – heard 
 
149. Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus  
29/06 Akseki – 3 birds seen 
08/07 Gelinkaya – 1 bird seen 
 
150. Krueper's Nuthatch Sitta krueperi  
29/06 Akseki – 20+ birds seen 
16/07 Akseki – 3 birds seen 
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151. Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer  
29/06 Akseki – 2 birds seen 
01/07 Durnalik – 3 birds seen 
07/07 Serpmentas – 2 birds flying over! 
12/07 Tatvan – 3 birds Nemrut Dagi 
14/07 Yesilhisar – 2 birds while touristing in Capadocia 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 3 birds while touristing in Capadocia 
 
152. Persian Nuthatch Sitta tephronota  
01/07 Durnalik – 5+ birds 
05/07 Tatvan – 1 bird near Nemrut Dagi 
 
153. Short-toed Treecreeper Certhia brachydactyla  
29/06 Akseki – 2 birds at the ‘new site’ 
 
154. Eurasian Penduline-Tit Remiz pendulinus  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 5+ birds 
15/07 Yesilhisar – 4 birds near Yay Golu 
 
155. Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus  
07/07 Gelinkaya – heard 
08/07 Gelinkaya – 3 males and 1 female 
13/07 Goreme – 3 females near the graveyard 
 
156. Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 male at Nemrut Dagi 
07/07 1 male along the road 
08/07 1 male along the road 
 
157. Lesser Gray Shrike Lanius minor  
13/07 Goreme – 2 birds near the graveyard 
15/07 1 bird along the road in Capadocia 
16/07 1 bird en route from Yesilhisar to Akseki 
 
158. Masked Shrike Lanius nubicus  
29/06 Akseki – 10+ birds 
16/07 Akseki – 2 birds seen 
 
159. Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator niloticus  
Few birds seen around Birecik 
 
160. Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius anatoliae  
29/06 Akseki – 4 birds seen 
08/07 Sivrikaya – 3 birds seen 
 
161. Eurasian Magpie Pica pica  
Common inland 
 
162. Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax  
10/07 Sivrikaya – 50+ birds  
 
163. Eurasian Jackdaw Corvus monedula  
Few birds seen at most sites 
 
164. Rook Corvus frugilegus  
Common during the trip 
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165. Hooded Crow Corvus cornix  
Common during the trip 
 
166. Common Raven Corvus corax  
07/07 7 birds seen en route from Dogubayazit to Erzurum 
10/07 Sivrikaya – 3 birds 
 
167. Rosy Starling Pastor roseus  
07/07 300+ birds seen en route from Dogubayazit to Erzurum 
 
168. European Starling Sturnus vulgaris tauricus  
Common during the trip 
 
169. House Sparrow Passer domesticus  
Common during the trip 
 
170. Spanish Sparrow Passer hispaniolensis  
30/06 Goksu Delta – 1 male 
01/07 Durnalik – 10+ birds 
05/07 Tatvan – a colony of 50+ birds on the road up to Nemrut Dagi 
 
171. Dead Sea Sparrow Passer moabiticus  
02/07 Birecik – 4 males and 2 females at the electrical substation 
03/07 Birecik – 1 male along the river Eufrate 
 
172. Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus  
13/07 Goreme – 2 birds seen near the graveyard 
 
173. Chestnut-shouldered Petronia Petronia xanthocollis  
02/07 Birecik – One male at the electrical substation 
 
174. Rock Petronia Petronia petronia  
30/06 Durnalik – 10+ birds 
01/07 Durnalik – 3 birds 
03/07 Halfeti – 5+ birds seen from the boat 
13/07 Yesilhisar – 10+ birds along the road in Cappadocie 
 
175. Pale Rockfinch Carpospiza brachydactyla  
02/07 Birecik – 5 juvenile birds NE of Birecik along the road to Bozdere 
 
176. White-winged Snowfinch Montifringilla nivalis  
07/07 Serpmentas – 3 birds 
12/07 Khata – 10+ birds at Nemrut Dagi 
 
177. Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs  
29/06 Akseki – 5 birds 
Fairly common in Sivrikaya 
 
178. Common Rosefinch Carpodacus erythrinus kubanensis  
08/07 Gelinkaya – 1 male singing 
Fairly common in Sivrikaya 
 
179. Red Crossbill Loxia curvirostra  
29/06 Akseki – 1 bird seen 
08/07 Sivrikaya – heard 
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180. European Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  
29/06 Akseki – 1 bird seen 
  
181. European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis  
Fairly common during the trip 
 
182. Twite Carduelis flavirostris brevirostris  
09/07 Sivrikaya – 10+ birds 
10/07 Sivrikaya – 5+ birds 
 
183. Eurasian Linnet Carduelis cannabina bella  
Fairly common during the trip 
 
184. Fire-fronted Serin Serinus pusillus  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 birds at Nemrut Dagi 
 
185. European Serin Serinus serinus  
29/06 Akseki – 10+ birds 
 
186. Crimson-winged Finch Rhodopechys sanguinea  
06/07 Serpmentas – 3 birds 
07/07 Serpmentas – 5 birds 
 
187. Mongolian Finch Rhodopechys mongolica  
06/07 Serpmentas – 1 bird 
07/07 Serpmentas – 10 birds 
 
188. Desert Finch Rhodospiza obsoleta  
01/07 Durnalik – 1 bird 
02/07 Birecik – 2 birds 
03/07 Birecik – 4 birds along the banks of the river Eufrate 
 
189. Rock Bunting Emberiza cia  
05/07 Tatvan – 2 birds at Nemrut Dagi 
 
190. Cinereous Bunting Emberiza cineracea Near-threatened (NT)  
01/07 Durnalik – 1 juvenile 
12/07 Khata – 10+ birds at Nemrut Dagi 
 
191. Ortolan Bunting Emberiza hortulana  
05/07 Tatvan – 1 male at Nemrut Dagi 
08/07 Gelinkaya – 1 male along the road up to Sivrikaya 
 
192. Cretzschmar's Bunting Emberiza caesia  
17/07 Akseki – 1 male perfectly seen. This species was remarkably difficult! 
 
193. Black-headed Bunting Emberiza melanocephala  
Seen at most sites 
 
194. Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus reiseri/caspia  
14/07 Yesilhisar – 4 birds at Sultan Marshes 
 
195. Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra buturlini  
03/07 Birecik – 1 bird seen 
09/07 Sivrikaya – 3 birds 
10/07 Sivrikaya – 2 birds 
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